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OF 

KNOWING ONE'S SELF^ 

2 Kings viii. Part of the 13th Verfe. 

And Hazael faid^ But what I is thy fervant a dog^ that 
be Jhould do this great thing ? 

WE have a very fingular inftance of the de- 
ceitfulnefs of the heart, rcprefented to us 
in the perfon of Hazael: who was fent to the 
prophet Eliflia, to enquire of the Lord, concerning 
his mafter the king of Syria's recovery. For the 
man of God, having told him that the king might 

* When I firfl gave this fermon to be publilhed, I had Tome doubts 
whether it were genuine ; for, though I found it in the fame 
parcel with three others in the Dean's own hand» and there was a 
great fimilitude in the writing, yet as fome of the letters were dif- 
ferently cut, and ihe hand in general much fairer than his, I gave 
it to the world as dubious. But as fome manufcripts of his early 
poems have Hnce fallen into my hands, tranfcribed by Stella, I 
found, upon comparing them, that the writing was exa^ly the fame 
with that of the fermon ; which was therefore copied by her. Swift, 
in his journal to that lady, takes notice that he had been her writ- 
ing-mailer, and that there was fuch a (Irong refemblance between 
their hands, as gave occaiion to fome of his friends to rally him, 
upon feeing fome of her letters addreffed to him at the bar of the 
cofFce-houfe, by aiking him, how long he had taken up the cuflom 
of writing letters to himfclf ? So that I can now fairly give it to the 
Public as one of hb, and not at all unworthy of the author. 

. Vol. X* B recover 



4 THE DIFFICULTY OF 

recover from the diforder he was then labouring 
tinder, began to fet and fatten his countenance 
upon him of a fudden, and to break out into the 
moll violent expreffions of forrow, and a deep 
concern for it j wherelipon, when Hazael, full of 
fliame and confufion, afked, " Why wcepeth 
** my lord?" he anfwered, " Becaufe I know all 
*^ the evil that thou wilt do unto the children of 
" Ifrael ; their ftrong holds wilt thou fet on fire, 
^^ and their young men wilt thou flay with the 
*' fword, and wilt dafh their children, and rip up 
" their women with child.'* Thus much did the 
man of God fay and know of him, by a light 
darted into his mind from Heaven. But Hazael, 
not knowing himfelf fo well as the other did, 
was ftartled and amazed at the relation, and would 
not believe it poffible, that a man of his temper 
could ever run out into fuch enormous inftances 
of cruelty and inhumanity. " What !" fays he, 
*' is thy ^ fervant a dog, that he fhould do thi% 
" great thing?*' 

And yet, for all this, it is highly probable^ 
that he was then that man he could not imagine 
himfelf to be ; for we find him, on the very next 
day after his return, in a very treacherous and 
dilloyal manner, murdering his own mafter, and 
ufurping his kingdom ; which was but a prologue 
to the fad tragedy which he afterwards adted upon 
the people of Ifrael. 

And now the cafe is but very little better with 
moft men than it was with Hazael; however it 
Cometh to pafs, they are wonderfully unacquainted 

with 



KNOWfNG ONE'S SELF. 3 

with their own temper and difpofition, and know 
\iery little of what pafleth within them : for, of 
fo many proud, ambitious, revengeful, envying, and 
ill-natured perfons that are in the world, where is 
there one of them, who, although he hath all the 
fymptoms of the vice appearing upon every occa- 
(lon, can look with fuch an impartial eye upon him- 
felf, as to believe that the imputation thrown upon 
him is not altogether groundlefs and unfair ? who, if 
he were told, by men of a difcerning fpirit and a 
ftrong conjedhire, of all the evil and abfurd things 
which that falfe heart of his would at one time 
or other betray him into, would not believe as 
little, and wonder as much, as Hazael did before 
him? Thus for inftance; tell an angjy perfon, 
that he is weak and impotent, and of no con^ 
fiftency of mind; tell him, that fuch or fuch a 
little accident which he may then defpife and 
think much below a paffion, fhall hereafter make 
-him fay and do feveral abfurd, indifcreet, and 
mifbecoming things : he may perhaps own that 
he hath a fpirit of refentment within him, that 
.will not let him be impofed onj but he fondly 
im^nes, that he can lay a becoming reftraint 
upon it when he pleafeth, although it is ever run- 
ning away with him into fome indecency or other. 
Therefore, to bring the words of my text XQ 
our prefent occalion, I fhall endeavour, ina farther 
profecuuon of them, to evince the great aeceffity 
of a nice and curious infpedlion into the feveral 
rccelTes of the heart, being the fureft and the 

B 2 Ihorteft 



4 THE DIFFICULTY OF 

fhorteft method that a wicked man can take tO 
reform himfelf : for let us but ftop the fountain, and 
the ftreams will fpcnd and v/afte themfclves away in 
a very little time ; but, if we go about, like chil- 
dren, to raife a bank, and to ftop the current, not 
taking notice all the while of the fpring which con- 
tinually feedeth it, when the next flood of tempta- 
tion rifeth and breaketh in upon it, then we (hall 
find that we have begun at the wrong end of our 
duty ; and that we are very little more the better 
for it, than if we had fat ftill, and made no advances 
at all. 

But, in order to a clearer explanation of the 

point, I ftiall fpeak to thcfe following particulars ; 

Firrt, by endeavouring to prove, from particular 

inftances, that man is generally the moft ignorant 

creature in the world of himfelf. 

Secondly, By enquiring into the grounds and 

reafons of his ignorance. 
Thirdly, and laftly, By propofing feveral advan- 
tages, that do moft afluredly attend a due im- 
provement in the knowledge of ourfelves. 
Firft, then. To prove that man is generally the 
moft ignorant creature in the world of himfelf. 

To purfue the heart of man through all the 
inftances of life, in all its feveral windings and 
turnings, and under that infinite variety of fhapes 
and appearances which it putteth on, would be a 
difliicult and almoft impoflible undertaking ; fo that 
I fliall confine myfelf to fuch as have a nearer 
reference to the prefent occafion, and do, upon & 

clofer 
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clofer view, fhew themfelves through the whole 
bufinefs of repentance. For we all know what it 
is to repent ; but whether he repenteth him truly 
of his fins or not, who can know it ? 

Now the great duty of repentance is chiefly 
made up of thefe two parts ; a hearty forrow for 
the follies and mifcarriages of the time paft, and 
a full purpofe and refolution of amendment for 
the time to come. And now, to fhew the falfenefs 
of the heart in both thefe parts of repentance : 
and, 

Firft, As to a hearty forrOw for the fins and 
mifcarriages of the time paft. Is there a more 
ufual thing than for a man to impofc upon him- 
lelf, by putting on a grave and demure coun- 
tenance, by cafting a fevere look into his paft con- 
duct, and making fome few pious and devout re- 
flexions upon it ; and then to believe that he hath 
repented to an excellent purpofe, without ever let- 
ting it ftep forth into practice, and Ihew itfelf in a 
holy converfation ? Nay, fome perfons do carry 
the deceit a little higher ; who, if they can but 
bring themfelves to weep for their fins, are then 
full of an illrgrounded confidence and fecurity ; 
never confidering, that all' this may prove to 
be no more than the very garb and outward drefs 
of a contrite heart, which another heart, as hard 
as the nether mill-ftone, may as well put on. For, 
tears and fighs, however in fome perfons they may 
be decent and commendable expreflions of a godly 
forrow, are neither neceflary nor infallible figns of 
9, true and unfeigned repentance. Not necefTary, 

B 3 b^c:2AiC% 
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becaufe fometimes, and in fome perfons, the in- 
ward grief and anguifh of the mind may be too 
big to be exptefled by fo little a thing as a tear, 
and then it turncth its edge inwards upon the 
mind ; tand, like thofe wounds of the body which 
bleed inwardly, generally proves the moft fatal and 
dangerous to the whole body of (in : not infallible, 
becaufe a very fmall portion of forrow, ynay make 
fome tender difpofitions melt, and break out into 
tears ; or a man may perhaps weep at parting with 
his (ins, as he would bid the laft farewell to an old 
friend. 

But there is (lill a more pleafant cheat in this 
afFair, that when we find a deadnefs, and a ftrange 
kind of unaptnefsand indifpofition to all impreflions 
of religion,^ and that we caonot be as truly forry 
for our (ins as we Ihould be, we then pretend to 
be forry that we are not more forry for them ; 
which is not more abfurd and irrational, than that 
a man (hould pretend to be very angry at a thing, 
becaufe he did not know how to be angry at all. 

But, after all, what is wanting in this part of 
repentance, we expert to make up in the next ; 
and tQ that purpofe we put on a refolution of 
amendment, which we take to be as firm as a 
houfe built upon a rock j fo that, let the floods 
arife, ar^d the winds blow, and the ftreams beat 
vehemer^tly upon it, nothing (hall fhake it into 
ruin or diforder. We doubt not, upon the 
ilrength of this refolvc, tQ ftand faft and unmoved 
"amid the ftorm of a temptation ; and do firmly be- 
lieve, at the time wc make it, that nothing in the 

world 
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world will ever be able to make us commit thofe 
fms over again, which we have fo firmly refolvcd 
againil. 

Thus many a time have we come to the facra- 
ment of the Lord^s Supper, with a full purpofe of 
amendment, and with as full a perfuafion of put- 
ting that fame purpofe into pradtice ; and yet have 
we not all as often broke that purpofe, and falfi- 
fied that fame purfuafion, by ftarting afide, like a 
broken bow, into thofe very fins, which we then 
fo folemnly and fo confidently declared againfl ? 

Whereas had but any other perfon entered with 
lis into a vow fo folemn, that he had taken the 
Holy Sacrament upon it; I believe, had he but 
once deceived us by breaking in upon the vow, we 
ihould hardly ever after be pre^''aiIed upon to truft 
that man again^ although we ftill continue to trufl 
our own fears, againfl reafon and againfl expe- 
rience. 

This indeed is a dangerous deceit enough, and 
will of courfe betray all thofe well-meaning per- 
fons into fin and folly, who are apt to take religion 
for a much eafier thing than it is : but this is not 
the only miftake we are apt to run into ; we do 
not only think fometimes that we can do more than 
we can do, but fometimes that we are incapable 
of doing fo much : an error of another kind in- 
deed, but not lefs dangerous^ arifing from a diffi- 
dence and falfe humility. For how much a wicked 
man can do in the bufmefs of religion, if he 
would but do his bcft, is very often more than he 
can tell. 

B 4 Thus 
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Thus nothing is more common than to fee a 
wicked man running headlong into fm and folly, 
againft his reafon, againft his religion, and againft 
his God. Tell him, that what he is going to do 
will be an infinite difparagement to his underftand- 
ing, which, at another time, he fetteth no fmall 
value upon ; tell him, that it will blacken his re* 
putation, which he had rather die for than lofe ; 
tell him, that the pleafure of fm is fhort and tran- 
fient, and leavcth a vexatious kind of fling behind 
it, which will very hardly be drawn forth ; tell 
him, that this is one of thofe things for which 
God will moft furcly bring him to judgment, 
which he pretendeth to believe with a full affurance 
and purfuafion : and yet, for all this, he fhutteth 
his eyes againft all conviction, and rufheth into 
the fm, like a horfe into battle ; as if he had 
nothing left to do, but, like a filly child, to wink 
hard, and to think to efcape a certain and infinite 
jnifchief, only by endeavouring not to fee it. 

And now, to (hew that the heart hath given in 
a falfe report of the temptation, we may learn from 
this; that the fame weak man would refift and 
mafter the fame powerful temptation, upon confi- 
derations of infinitely lefs value than thofe which 
religion offereth ; nay, fuch vile confiderations 
that the grace of God cannot without blafphen 
be fuppofed to add any manner of force and efl 
cacy to them. Thus, for inftance, it would be 
' hard matter to drefs up a fin in fuch foft ar 
tempting circumftances, that a truly covetous w 
would not refift for a confiderable fum of mone 
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lArhen neither the hopes of heaven, nor the fears of 
hell, could make an impreflion upon him before. 
But can any thing be a furer indication of the de- 
ceitfulnefs of the heart, than thus to fhew more 
courage, refolution, and adlivity, in an ill caufe, 
than it doth in a good one ? and to exert itfelf to 
better purpofe, when it is to ferve its own pride, 
or luft, or revenge, or any other paflion, than 
when it is to ferve God upon motives of the gof- 
pel, and upon all the arguments that have ever 
been made ufe of to bring men over to religion 
and a good life ? And thus, having fhewn that 
Baan is wonderfully apt to deceive and impofe 
upon himfelf, in pafling through the feveral ftages 
of that great duty, repentance j I proceed now, 
in the 

Second place. To enquire into the grounds and 
reafons of this ignorance, " and to fhew whence 
** it cometh to pafs that man, the only creature 
** in the world that can refledb and look into 
** himfelf, fliouid know fo little of what pafleth 
*' within him, and be fo very much unacquainted 
** even with the (landing difpofitions and com- 
** plexion of his own heart/' The prime rea- 
fon of it is, becaufe we fo very feldom converfe 
with ourfelves, and take fo little notice of what 
pafleth within us : for a man can no more know 
his own heart, than he can know his own face, 
any other way than by reflexion : he may as well 
tell over every feature of the fmaller portions of his 
face without the help of a looking-glafs, as he 
can tell all the inward bents and tendencies of 
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the foul, thofe ftanding features and lineaments 
of the inward man, and know all the various 
changes that this is liable to from cuftom, from 
paffion, and from opinion, without a very fre- 
quent ufe of looking within himfelfc 

For, our paffions and inclinations are not always 
upon the wing, and always moving towards their 
refpe<ftive objects ; but retire now and then into 
the more dark and hidden receffes of the hearty 
where they lie concealed for a while, until a frefh 
occafion calls them forth again : fo that not every 
tranfient, oblique glance upon the mind, can bring 
a man into a thorough knowledge of all its 
ftrength and weakneffes ; for, a man may fome- 
titoes turn the eye of the mind inward upon it- 
felf, as he may behold his natural face in a glafe, 
ind go away, " and ftrait forget what manner of 
^ man he was." But a man muft ra)ther fit down 
and unravel every adion of the paft day into all 
its circumftances and particularities, and obferve 
how every little thing moved and affei^ed him, 
and what manner of impreilion it made upon his 
heart : this, done with that frequency and care- 
fulnefs which the importance of the duty doth re- 
qiure, would, in a fhort time, bring him into a 
nearer and more intimate acquaintance with him* 
fcl£ 

. But when men, inftead of this, do pafs away 
Ihonths and years in a perfed: dumber of the 
mind, without once awaking it, it is no wonder 
they fliould be fo very ignorant of themfelves, and 
know very little more of what pafleth within them 

' ' ' than 
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than the very beafts which pcrifli. But here it 
may not be amifs to enquire into the reafons why 
moft men have fo little converfation with them- 
felves. 

And firft, Becaufe this reflexion is a work and 
labour of the mind, and cannot be performed with- 
out fome pain and di£Bculty : for, before a man 
can rcfle<^ upon himfelf, and look into his heart 
with a fteady eye, he muft contract his fight, and 
colled all his fcattering and roving thoughts into 
fome order and compafs, that he may be able to 
take a clear and diftinft view of them ; he muft 
retire from the world for a while, and be unat- 
tentive to all imprefl[ions of fenfe ; and how hard 
and painful a thing muft it needs be to a man of 
pailion and infirmity, amid fuch a crowd of ob- 
jedls that are continually flriking upon the fenfe, 
and fbiiciting the afie^ons, not to be moved and 
interrupted by one or other of them ! But, 

Secondly, Another i-eafon why we fo feldom 
conveiic with ourfelves, is, becaufe the bufmefs of 
the world taketh up all ouir time, and leaveth us 
no portion c^ it to ipend upon this great work and 
labour of the mind. Thus twelve or foxuteen 
years pafs away before we can well difcern good 
from evil ; and of the reft, fo much goeth away in 
deep, fo much in the proper bufinefe of our call- 
ings, that we have none to lay out upon the more 
ferious and religious employments. Every man's 
life is an imperfedl fort of a circle, which he re- 
peateth and runneth over every day ; he hath a 
iet of thoughts, defures, and inclinations, which 
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return upon him in their proper time and order^ 
and will very hardly be laid afide to make room 
for any thing new and uncommon : fo that call 
upon him when you pleafe to fet about the ftudy 
of his own heart, and you are fure to find him 
pre-engaged ; either he hath fome bufmefs to do, 
or fome diverfion to take, fome acquaintance that 
he muft vifit, or fome company that he muft en- 
tertain, or fome crofs accident hath put him out of 
humour, and unfitted him for fuch a grave em- 
ployment. And thus it cometh to pal's, that a 
man can never find leifure to look into himfelf, 
becaufe he doth not fet apart fome portion of the 
day for that very purpofe, but foolilhly deferreth 
from one day to another, until his glafs is almofl 
run out, and he is called upon to give a mifcrable 
account of himfelf in the other world. But, 

Thirdly, Another reafon why a man doth not 
more frequently converfe with himfelf, is, becaufe 
fuch converfation with his own heart may difcover 
fome vice or fome infirmity lurking within him, 
which he is very unwilling to believe himfelf 
guilty of. For can there be a more ungrateful 
thing to a man, than to find that upon a nearer 
view, he is not that perfoin he took himfelf to be ? 
that he had neither the courage, nor the honelly, 
nor the piety, nor the humility, that he dreamed 
he had ? that a very little pain, for inftance, putteth 
him out of patience, and as little pleafure fofteneth 
and difarmeth him into eafe and wantonnpfs ? that 
he hath been at more pains, and labour, and coft, 
to be revenged of an enemy, than to oblige the 

bell 
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hell friend he hath in the world ? that he cannot 
l)ring himlelf to fay his prayers without a great 
deal of rcludancy; and when he doth fay them, 
the fpirit and fervour of devotion evaporate in a very 
fliort time ; and he can fcarely hold out a prayer 
of ten lines, without a number of idle and imper- 
tinent, if not vain and wicked thoughts coming 
into his head ? Thefe are very unwelcome dif- 
coveries that a man may make of himfelf ; fo that 
it is no wonder that every one, who is already 
flufhed with a good opinion of himfelf, (hould ra- 
ther ftudy how to run away from it, than how to 
converfe with his own heart. 

But farther. If a man were both able and 
willing to retire into his own heart, and to fet apart 
feme portion of the day for that very purpofe ; yet 
he is ftill difabled from pafling a fair and impar- 
tial judgment upon himfelf, by feveral difficulties, 
arifing pardy from prejudice and prepofleffion, 
partly from the lower appetites and indignations. 
And, 

Firft, That the bufinefs of prepofleffion may 
lead and betray a man into a falfe judgement of 
his own heart. For we may obferve, that the firft 
opinion we take up of any thing, or any perfon, 
doth generally ftick clofe to us ; the nature of the 
mind being fuch, that it cannot but defire, and con- 
fequcntly endeavour to have fome certain princi- 
ples to go upon, fomething fixed and unmoveablc, 
whereon it may reft and fupport itfelf. And hence 
it cometh to pafs, that fome pcrfons are with fo 
much difficulty brought to think well of a man 
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they have once entertained an ill opinion of: and> 
perhaps, that too for a very abfurd and unwar- 
rantable reafon. But how much more difficult 
then muft it be for a man, who taketh up a fond 
opinion of his own heart long before he hath 
either years or fenfe enough to underftand it, either 
to be perfuaded out of it by himfelf, whom he 
loveth fo well, or by another, whofe intereft or 
diverfion it may be to make him alhamed of 
himfelf! Then, 

Secondly, As to the difficulties arifmg from the 
inferior appetites and inclinations; let any man look 
into his own heart, and obferve in how different 
|i light, and under what different complexions, 
any two fins of equal turpitude and malignity do 
appear to him, if he hath but a ftrong inclination 
to the one, and none at all to the other. That 
which he hath an inclination to, is always drefled 
up in all the falfe beauty that a fond and bufy ima- 
gination can give it j the other, appcareth naked 
and deformed, and in all the true circumftances of 
folly and diflionour. Thus, Stealing is a vice that 
few gentlemen are inclined to ; and they juftly 
think it below the dignity of a man to (loop to fo 
bafe and low a fin ; but no principle of honour, no 
workings of the mind and confcience, not the dill 
voice of mercy, not the dreadful call of judgment, 
nor any confiderations whatever, can put a flop to 
that violence and oppreffion, that pride and ambi- 
tion, that revelling and wantonnefs, which we 
every day meet with in the world. Nay, it is eafy 
to obferve very different thoughts in a man of the 

fin 
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ftti that he is moft fond of, according to the 
different ebbs and flows of his inclination to it. 
For, as foon as the appetite is alarmed, and feizeth 
upon the heart, a little cloud gathereth about the ' 
liead, and fpreadeth a kind of darknefs over the 
face of the foul, wl\ereby it is hindered from taking 
a clear and diftinft view of things ; but no fooner is 
the appetite tired and fatiated, but the fame cloud 
pafleth away like a fhadow ; and, a new light 
fpringing up in the mind of a fudden, the man 
feeth much more, both of the folly and of the 
danger of the fm, than he did before. 

And thus, having done with the fevcral reafons 
why man, the only creature in the world that can 
refleft and look into himfelf, is fo very ignorant 
of what paffeth within him, and fo much unac- 
quainted vrith the ftanding dipofitions and com- 
plexions of his own heart: I proceed now, in the 

Third and laft place, to lay down feveral ad- 
vantages, that do, moft affuredly, attend a due 
improvement in the knowledge of ourfelves. And, 

Firft, One great advantage is, that it tendeth 
very much to mortify and humble a man into a 
inodeft and low opinion of himfelf. For, let a 
man take a nice and curious infpe£i:ion into all the 
•feveral regions of the heart, and obferve every thing 
irregular and amifs within him : for inftance ; how 
narrow and fhort fighted a thing is the underftand- 
ing! upon how little reafon do we take up an 
opihion, and upon how much lefs fometimes do 
we Jay it down again ! how weak and falfe 
-ground do we often waft: upon, with the biggeft 
6 coti^d^tvc^ 
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confidence and alTurance ! and how tremulous and 
doubtful are we very often, where no doubt is to 
be made ! Again : how wild and impertinent, 
how bufy and incoherent a thing is the imagina- 
tion, even in the beft and wifeft men ; infomuch, 
that every man may be faid to be mad, but every 
man doth not fhew it ! Then, as to the paflions ; 
how noify, how turbulent, and how tumultuous 
are they ! how eafily are they ftirred and fet 
a-going, how eager and hot in the purfuit, and 
what ftrange diforder and confufion do they throw 
a man into; fo that he can neither think, nor 
fpeak, nor ad, as he fhould do, while he is under 
the dominion of any one of them ! 

Thus, let every man look with a fevere and 
impartial eye into all the diftindt regions of the 
heart; and no doubt^ feveral deformities and 
irregularities, that he never thought of, will open 
and difclofe themfelves upon fo near a view; 
and rather make the man afhamed of himfelf than 
proud. 

Secondly, A due improvement in the know- 
ledge of ourfelves doth certainly fecure us from the 
fly and infmuating alTaults of flattery. There is 
not in the world a bafer and more hateful thing 
than flattery ; it proceedeth from fo much falfenefs 
and infincerity in the man that giveth it, and often 
difcovereth fo much weaknefs and folly in the 
man that taketh it, that it is hard to tell which of 
the two is moft to be blamed. Every man of 
common fenfe can demonftrate in /peculation, and 
may be fully convinced, that all the praifes and com- 
mendations 
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idations of the whole world, can add no more 
he real and intrinfic value of a man, than they 
add to his ftature. And yet, for all this> 
I of the beft fenfe and piety, when they come 
rn to the pradlice, cannot forbear thinking 
:h better of themfelves, when they have the 
d fortune to be fpoken well of by other per- 

!ut the meaning of this abfurd proceeding feem- 
to be no other than this ; there are few riien 

have lb intimate an acquaintance with their 
1 hearts, as to know their own real worth, and 
r to fet a juft rate upon themfelves; and 
•efore they do not know but that he who praifes 
n moft, may be moft in the right of it. For, 
doubt, if a man were ignorant of tlie true value 
I thing he loved as well as himfelf, he would 
ifure the worth of it according to the efteem 
lim who biddcth moft for it, rather than of him 

biddeth lefs. 
Therefore, the moft infallible way to difentangle 
lan from the fnares of flattery, is, to confult 

ftudy his own heart ; for whoever does that 
1, will hardly be fo abfurd as to take another 
i*s word, before his own fenfe and experience. 

riiirdly, Another advantage from this kind of 
ly is this, that it teacheth a man how to behave 
ifelf patiently, when he has the ill fortune to 
cenfured and abufed by other people. For a 
1, who is thoroughly acquainted with his own 
rt, doth already know more evil of himfelf 
1 any body elfe can tell him ; and when any 
iToL. X. C on^ 
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one fpeaketh ill of him, he rather thanketh God 
that he can fay no worfe : for, could his enemy 
but look into the dark and hidden recedes of the 
heart, he confidereth what a number of impure 
thoughts he might there fee brooding and hover-- 
ing, like a dark cloud, upon the face of the foul; 
that there he might take a profpe<9: of the fancy, 
and view it ading over the feveral fcenes of 
pride, of ambition, of envy, of luft, and revenge ; 
that there he might tell how often a vicious incli- 
nation hath been reftrained, for no other reafon, 
but juft to favc the man's credit or intereft in the 
world ; and how many unbecoming ingredients 
have entered into the compofition of his beft ac- 
tions. And now, what man in the whole world 
would be able to bear fo fevere a tefl ? to have 
every thought and inward motion of the heart laid 
open and expofed to the views of his enemies? 
But, 

Fourthly, and laftly ; Another advantage of this 
kind is, that it maketh men lefs fevere upon other 
people's faults, and lefs bufy and induftrious in 
fpreading them. For a man, employed at home, 
infpe(3:ing into his own failings, hath not leifure to 
take notice of every httle fpot and blemifh that 
lieth fcattered upon others ; or, if he cannot efcape 
the fight of them, he always pafles the moft eafy 
and favourable conftrudlion upon them. Thus, 
for inilance, does the ill he knoweth of a man 
proceed from an unhappy temper and conftitution 
of body? he then confidereth with himfelf, how 
hard a thing it is, not to be borne down with the 

current 
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rarent of the blood and fpirits ; and accordingly 
kytth fome part of the blame upon the weaknels 
of human nature, for he hath felt the force and 
npidity of it within his own breaft ; although per- 
hap6i in another inftance, he remembereth how it 
n^eth and fwelleth by oppofition ; and, although 
it iftay be reftrained, or diverted for a while, yet 
it can hardly ever be totally fubdued. 

Or, has the tfian finned out of cuftom ? he then, 
from hid own ejtpericnce, traceth a habit into the 
very firft rife and imperfefl: beginnings of it ; and 
can tell by how jflow and infenfible advances it 
creepeth upon the heart ; how it worketh itfelf by 
degrees into the very frame and texture of it, and 
fi) paffeth into a fecond nature ; and confequently 
fcc hath a juft fenfe of the great difficulty for him 
to learn to do good, who hath been long accuf- 
lamed to do evil. 

Or, Laftly, Hath a falfe opinion betrayed him 

into a fin ? he then calleth to mind what wrong 

apprehenfions he hath made of fome things him- 

ielf ; how many opinions, that he once made no 

doubt of, he hath, upon a flridter examination, 

found to be doubtful, and uncertain ; how many 

more to be unreafbhable and abfurd. He knoweth 

further, that there are a" great many more opinions 

that he hath never yet examined into at all, and 

which, however, he ftill believeth, for no other 

reafon, but bccaufe he hath believed them fo long 

already without a reafon. 

Thus, upon every occafion, a man intimately 
acqu2dated with himfelf confulteth his own heart, 

C 2 9CcA 
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and maVetli every man's cafe to be his own, and 
fb puts the molt favourable interpretation upon it. 
Let every man therefore look into his own heart, 
before he beginneth to abufe the reputation of 
another; and then he will hardly be fo abfurd as 
to throw a dart that will fo certainly rebound and 
wound himfelf. And thus, through the whole 
courfe of his converfation, let him keep an eye 
upon that one great comprehenfive rule of Chriftian 
duty, on which hangeth not only the law and the 
prophets, but the very life and fpirit of the gofpel 
too ; " Whatfoever ye would that men fliould do 
" unto you, do ye even fo unto them." Wljich 
rule that we may all duly obferve, by throwing 
afide all fcandal and detradion, all fpite and ran- 
cour, all rudenefs and contempt, all rage and 
violence, and whatever tendeth to make conver- 
fation and commerce either uneafy or troublefome, 
may the God of peace grant, for Jefus Chrift his 
fake, &c. 

Confider what hath been faid ; and the Lord 
give you a right under/landing in all things. To 
whom, with the Son and the Holy Ghofi:, be all 
honour and glory, now and for ever. 



A 

SERMON 

O N 

THE TRINITY- 

I Eplft. Gen. of St. John, v. 7. 

-fir there are three that bear record in Heaven, the Fa* 
tber, the Word, and the Holy Ghoji 5 and tbefe ^bree 
are One. 

THIS day being fet apart to acknowledge 
our belief in the Eternal Trinity, I thought 
It might be proper to employ my prefent difcourfe 
entirely upon that fubjeft ; and I hope to handle it 
in fuch a manner, that the moft ignorant among 
you may return home better informed of your 
duty in this great point, than probably you are 
at prefent. 

It muft be confefled, that by the weaknefs and 
indifcretion of bufy, or at beft of well-meaning 
people, as well as by the malice of thofe who are 
^ enemies to all revealed religion, and are not con- 
tent to poflefs their own infidelity in filcnce, with-^ 
out communicating it to the difturbance of man- 
kind ; I fay, by thefe means, it muft be confefled, that 
the dodrine of the Trinity hath fuffered very much, 
and made Chriftianitjr fufFer along with it, Fof 

C 3 X\v^^^ 
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thefe two things muft be granted : firft, that men 
of wicked lives would be very glad there were no 
truth in Chriftianity at all ; and fecondly, if they 
can pick out any one fingle article in the Chriftiau 
religion, which appears not agreeable to their own 
corrupted reafon, or to the arguments of thofc 
bad people who follow the trade of feducing others^ 
they prefently conclude, that the truth or the whole 
gofpel muft fink along with that one article. Which 
is juft as wife, as if a man fhould fay, becaufe he 
diflikes one law of his country, he will therefore 
obferve no law at all j and yet that one law may 
be very reafonable in itfelf, although he doelB not 
allow it, or docs not know the reafon of the 
law-givers. 

Thus it hath happened ^ith the great dodlrine of 
the Trinity ; which word is indeed not in fcripture, 
but was a term of art invented in the earlier times 
to exprefs the dodtrine by a fingle word, for the 
fake of brevity ajid convenience. The doifirine 
then as delivered in holy fcripture, though not ex- 
aftly in the fame words, is very fhort, and amounts 
only to this ; that the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoft, are each of them God, and yet there 
is but One God. For as to the word Perfon, when 
we fay there are three Perfons; and as to thofe 
other explanations in the Athanafian creed this day 
read to you (whether compiled by Anathafius or 
not) they were taken up three hundred years after 
Chrift to expound this dodlrine ; and I will tell 
you upon what occafion. About that time there 
j^rang up a herefy of people called Arians, from 

one 
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one Anus the leader of them. Thefe denied our 
Saviour to be God, akhough they allowed all 
the . reft of the gcfpel, wherein tliey were more 
fincere than their followers among us. Thus the 
Chriftian world was divided into two parts, till at 
length by the zeal and courage of St. Athanafius, 
the Arians were condemned in a general council, 
and a creed' formed upon the true faith, as St, 
Athanafius hath fettled it. This creed is now read 
at certain times in our churches, which although 
it is ufeful for edification to thofe who underftand 
it, yet fince it contains fome nice and philofophi- 
cal points which few people can comprehend, the 
bulk of mankind is obliged to believe no more 
than the fcripture dodrine, as I have delivered it j 
becaufe that creed was intended only as an anfwer 
to the Arians in their own way, who were very 
fubtle difputers. 

But this herefy having revived in the world 
about a hundred years ago, and continued ever 
fince ; not out of a zeal to truth, but to give a 
loofe to wickednefs by throwing off all religion ; 
feveral divines, in order to anfwer the cavils of 
thofe adverfaries to truth and morality, began to 
find out farther explanations of this dodrine of the 
Trinity by rules of philofophy ; which have mul- 
tiplied controvcrfies to fuch a degree, as to beget 
fcruples that have perplexed the minds of many 
fober Chriftians, who otherwife could never have 
entertained them. 

I mufl therefore be bold to affirm, that the me* 
ihod taken bv niany of thofe learned men to de* 

C4 fcad, 
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fend the dodrine of the Trinity, hath been founded 
upou a miftake. 

It muft be allowed, that every man is bound to 
follow the rules and diredions of that meafure of 
reafon which God hath given him ; and indeed 
he cannot do otherwife, if he will be fmcere, or 
aO. like a man. For inftance : if I fhould be com- 
manded by an angel from heaven to believe it is 
midnight at noon-day ; yet I could not believe 
him. So if I were diredly told in fcripture that 
three are one, and one is three, I could not con- 
ceive or believe it in the natural common fenfe of 
that expreflion, but muft fuppofe that fomething 
dark or myftical was meant, which it pleafed God 
to conceal from me and from all the world. Thus 
in the text, " There are Three that bear record,'* 
&e. Arri I capable of knowing and defining^ 
what union and what diftindion there may be in 
the divine nature, which poffibly may be hid from 
the angels themfelves ? Again, I fee it plainly de- 
clared in fcripture, that there is but one God ; 
and yet I find our Saviour claiming the preroga- 
tive of God in knowing men's thoughts ; in faying 
" He and his Father are one;*' and " before 
*' Abraham was, I am." I read, that the difciples 
worfliipped him : That Thomas faid to him, " My 
" Lord and my God:" and St. John, chap. i. 
*' In the beginning was the word, and the Vv^ord 
" was with God, and the word was God." I read 
likewife that the Holy Ghoft beftowed the gift of 
tongues, and the power of working miracles, 
which, if rightly confidered, is as great a miracle 

as 
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as any, that a number of illiterate men fhould of 
a fudden be qualified to fpeak all the languages 
then known in the world, fuch as could be done 
by the infpiration of God alone. From thefe feve- 
ral texts it is plain, that God commands us to 
believe there is a union, and there is a diftindiion ; 
but what that union, or what that diftindion is, 
all mankind are equally ignorant, and muft con- 
tinue fo, at leaft till the day of judgment, without 
fome new revelation. 

But becaufe I cannot conceive the nature of this 
union and diftinftion in the di\T[ne nature, am I 
therefore to rejed them as abfurd and impoflible, % 
I would if any one told me that three men are 
one, and one man is three ? we are told, that a 
roan and his wife are one flefli j this I can com- 
prehend the meaning of; yet, literally taken, 
it is a thing impoflible. But the apoftle tells us, 
** We fee but in part, and we know but in part ;'* 
and yet we would comprehend all the fecret ways 
and workings of God. 

Therefore I fhall again repeat the dodrinc of 
the Trinity, as it is pofitively affirmed in fcrip- 
ture : that God is there exprefled in three different 
names, as Father, as Son, and as Holy Ghofl ; 
that each of thefe is God, and that there is but 
one God. But this union and diftindlion are a 
^yftery utterly unknown to mankind. 

This is enough for any good Chriftian to be- 
lieve on this great article, without ever inquiring 
any farther. And this can be contrary to no man's 

reafon, 
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reafon, although the knowledge of it Is hid from 
him. 

But there is another difficulty of great import- 
ance among thofe who quarrel with the dodtrine 
of the Trinity, as well as with feveral other arti- 
cles of Chriftianity J which is, that our religion 
abounds in myfteries, and thefe they are fo bold 
as to revile as cant, impofture, and prieftcraft. It 
is impoffible for us to determine, for what reafons 
God thought fit to communicate fome things to 
us in part, and leave fome part a myftery : but fo 
it is in fadt, and fo the holy fcriptures tell us ia 
feveral places. For inftance : the refurreftion and 
change of our bodies are called myfteries by St. 
Paul ; our Saviour's incarnation is another ; the 
kingdom of God is called a myftery by our Saviour^ 
to be only known to his difciples ; fo is faith and 
the word of God by St Paul : I omit many others. 
So that to declare againft all myfteries without dif- 
tindtion or exception, is to declare againft the 
whole tenor of the New Teftament. 

There are two conditions, that may bring a 
myftery under fufpicion. Firft, wheii it is not 
taught and commanded in holy writ ; or fecondly, 
when the myftery turns to the advantage of thofe 
who preach it to others. Now as to the firft, it 
can never be faid, that we preach myfteries with- 
out warrant from holy fcripture, although I con- 
fefs this of the Trinity may have fometimes been 
explained by human invention, which might per- 
haps better have been fpared. As to the fecond, 
it will not be poffible to charge the Proteftant 

rieft« 
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priefthood with propofing any temporal advantage 
to themfelves by broaching, ot multiplying, or 
preaching of myfteries. Does this myftery of the 
Trinity, for inftance, and the defcent of the Holy 
Ghoft, bring the leaft profit or power to the 
preachers ? No ; it is as great a myftery to them- 
fdves as it is to the meaneft of their hearers ; and 
may be rather a canfe of humiliation, by putting 
their underftanding, in that point, upon a level 
vntk the moft ignorant of their flock. It is true 
indeed, the Roman church hath very much en- 
riched herfelf by trading in myfteries, for which 
they have not the leaft authority from fcripture, 
and which were fitted only to advance their own 
temporal wealth and grandeur ; fuch as tran&b- 
ftantiation, the worfhipping of images, indulgen- 
ce* for fms, purgatory, and mafTes for the dead ; 
^th many more. But it is the perpetual talent 
ofthofe whofe who have ill-will to our church, or 
a contempt for all religion, taken up by the wick- 
cdnefs of their lives, to charge us with the errors 
and corruptions of popery, which all proteftants 
have thrown off near two hundred years : whereas 
thofe myfteries held by us, have no profpedi of 
power, pomp, or wealth, but have been ever 
maintained by the univerfal body of true believers 
from the days of the apoftles, and will be fo to the 
refurredlion ; neither will the gates of hell prevail 
againft them. 

It may be thought perhaps a ftrange thing, that 
God fhould require us to believe myfteries, while 
the reafon or manner of what we are to believe is 
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above our comprehenfion, and wholly concealed 
from us : neither doth it appear at firft fight, that 
the believing or not believing them doth concern 
cither the glory of God, or contribute to the good- 
nefs or wickednefs of our lives. But this is a great 
and dangerous miftake. We fee what a mighty 
weight is laid upon faith, both in the Old and 
New Teftament. In the former we read, how the 
faith of Abraham is praifed, who could believe 
that God would raife from him a great nation, at 
the very time that he was commanded to facrifice 
his only Son, and defpaired of any other iffue : 
and this was to him a great myftery. Our Saviour 
is perpetually preaching faith to his difciples, or 
reproaching them with the want of it ; and St. 
Paul produceth numerous examples of the won- 
ders done by faith. And all this is highly reafon- 
able ; for, faith is an entire dependence upon the 
truth, the power, the juftice, and the mercy of 
God ; which dependence will certainly incline us 
to obey him in all things. So that the great ex- 
cellency of faith confifts in the confequence it 
luilh upon our adlions : as, if we depend upon 
ihe truth and wifdom of a man, we ihall certainly 
be more diipofed to follow his advice. Therefore 
let no man think that he can lead as good a moral 
life without faith, as with it ; for this reafon, be- 
caufe he who hath no faith, cannot by the ftrcngth 
of his own reafon or endeavours fo eafily refift 
temptaticnvS, as the other, who depends upon God's 
aiiiftance in the overcoming of his frailties, and is 
fare to be revyarded fpr ever in Heaven for his 
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vidory over them. *' Faith,'* fays the apoftle, 
" is the evidence of things not feen :" he means, 
that faith is a virtue, by which any thing com- 
manded us by God to believe, appears evident and 
certain to us, ahhough we do not fee, nor can 
conceive it ; becaufe by faith we entirely depend 
upon the truth and power of God. 

It is an old and true diftindlion, that things may 
be above our reafon, without being contrary to it. 
Of this kind are the power, the nature, and the 
univcrfal prefence of God, with innumerable other 
points. How little do thofe who quan-el witli 
xnyfteries know of the commoneft adtions of na- 
ture ! the growth of an animal, of a plant, or of 
the fmalleft feed, is a myfteiy to th« wifeft among 
men. - If an ignorant pcrlbn w^ere told, that a 
fcadftone would draw iron at a diftancc, he miglit 
fay it was a thing contrary to his reafon, and could 
not believe before he faw it with his ej^es. 

The manner whereby the foul and body are 
united, and how they are diflinguifhed, is whollv 
unaccountable to us. We fee but one part, and 
yet we know we confift of two ; and this is a mvl- 
tery.we cannot comprehend, any more than tliat 
of the Trinity. 

From what hath been faid, it is maniferr, t]i.;t 
God did never command us to believe, nor his 
minifters to preach, any dodlrine v/liich is con- 
trary to the reafon he hath plealcd to endow U3 
with ; but for his ow^n wife ends has thought (it to 
conceal from us the nature of the thing lie com- 
mands : 
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mands ; thereby to try our faith and obedience, 
and increafe our dependence upon him. 

It is highly probable, that if God fhould pleale 
to reveal unto us this great myftery of the Trinity, 
or fome other myfteries in our holy religion, we 
fhould not be able to underftand them, unlefs he 
would at the fame time think fit to beftow on us 
fome new powers or faculties of the mind, which 
we want at prefent, and are referved till the day of 
refurredtion to life eternal. ** For now," as the 
apoftle fays, " we fee through a glafs darkly, but 
** then face to face." 

Thus, we fee, the matter is brought to this 
iffue ; we muft either believe what God diredWy 
commands us in holy fcripture, or we muft wholly 
reject the fcripture, and the Chriftian religion 
which we pretend to profefs. But this, I hope, is 
too defperate a ftep for any of us to make. 

I have already obferved, that thofe who preach up 
the belief of the Trinity, or of any other myftery, 
cannot propofe any temporal advantage to them- 
felves by fo doing. But this is not the cafe of 
thofe who oppofe thefe doftrines. Do they lead 
better moral lives than a good Chriftian ? are they 
more juft in their dealings ? more chafte, or tem- 
perate, or charitable ? Nothing at all of this j but, 
on the contrary, their intent is to overthrow all 
religion, that they may gratify their vices without 
any reproach from the world, or their own con- 
fcience ; and are zealous to bring over as many 
others as they can to their own opinions ; becaufe 

it 
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h is fome Idnd of imaginary comfort to have a 

multitude on their fide. 

There is no miracle mentioned in holy writ, 
which, if it were (Iridly examined, is not as much 
contrary to common reafon, and as much a myi^ 
tery, as this doctrine of the Trinity ; and there- 
fore we may with equal juftice deny the truth of 
them all/ For inftance: it is againfl the laws of 
nature, that a human body fhould be able to walk 
upon the water, as St. Peter is recorded to have 
done ; or that a dead carcafe fhould be raifed from 
tiie grave after three days, when it began to cor- 
rupt ; which thofe who underfland anatomy will 
pronounce to be impoflible by the common rules 
of nature and reafon. Yet thefe miracles, and 
many others, are pofitively affirmed in the gofpel ; 
and thefe we mufl believe, or give up our holy re- 
ligion to atheifls and infidels. 

I fhall now make a few inferences and obferva- 
tioDB upon what has been faid. 

Firfl, It would be well, if people would not lay 
fo much weight on their own reafon in matters of 
religion, as to think every thing impoffible and 
abfurd which they cannot conceive. How often 
do we contradict the right rules of reafon in the 
whole courfe of our livel ? Reafon itfelf is true and 
juft, but the reafon of every particular man is weak 
and wavering, perpetually fwayed and turned by 
his interefls, his paflions, and his vices. Let any 
man but confider, when he hath a controverfy 
with another, though his caufe be ever fo unjuft, 
though the whole world be againfl him, how 

blinded 
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blinded he is by the love of himfelf, to believe 
that right is wrong, and wrong is right, when it 
makes for his own advantage. Where is then the 
right ufe of his reafon, w^hich he fo much boafls of, 
and which he would blafphemoufly fet up to con- 
troul the commands of the Almighty ? 

Secondly, When men are tempted to deny the: 
myfteries of religion, let them examine and fearch 
into their own hearts, whether they have not fome 
favourate fin, which is of their party in this dif- ' 
pute, and which is equally contrary to other com- 
mands of God in the gofpel. For, why do men 
love darkncfs rather than light ? The fcripture tells 
us, " Becaufe their deeds are evil ;" and there can 
be no other reafon afligned. Therefore, when 
men are curious and inquifitivc to difcover fome 
weak fides in Chriftianity, and inclined to favour 
every thing that is offered to its difadvantage, it 
is plain they wilh it were not true ; and thofe 
wifhes can proceed from nothing but an evil con- 
fcience ; becaufe, if there be truth in our reli- 
gion, their condition muft be miferable. 

And therefore, thirdly, men fhould confider, 
that raifing difficulties concerning the myflerics in 
religion, cannot make tlicm more wife, learned, 
cr virtuous; better neighboi:rs, or friendo, or 
more ferviccable to their country ; but, whatever 
they pretend, will deliroy tlitir inwarc^ peace of 
mind by y^erpctuiil doul/ts and f. irs >iH|-.rj;v ,r, their 
bre'ifts. An<l CJor^ ^'r'^I^i-.l \\v ^i-oiiM -s -.-r i^.:: ihc 
tiT*e^ \u !:.'■'. ■'!.• ■- \:.-:-i.\ji'iy\'' •?'!:•'(=:)':. In jT-i^-?on 
Will be ii. i:icc.v\ \c .:\'s\ ;...'ii-::" :L:i;i • :i'..Qi'nkV,'\'' ; al- 
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though even in fuch a cafe, it would be an ill 
traffick to gain the world, and lofc our own fouls. 
So that upon the whole it will be impoflible to 
find any real ufe towards a virtuous or happy life^ 
by denying the myfteries of the golpel. 

Fourthly, Thofe ftrong unbelievers, who expeft 
that all myfteries Ihould be fquared and fitted to 
their own reafon, might have fomewhat to fay for 
themfelves, if thfey could fatisfy the general reafon 
of mankind in their opinions ; but herein they 
arc miferably defective, abfurd, and ridiculous; 
they ftrain at a gnat, and fwallow a camel : they 
can believe that the world was made by chance ; 
that God doth not concern himfelf with things be- 
low ; will neither purtifh vice nor reward a irtue ; 
that religion was invented by cuiming men to keep 
the world in awe; with many other opinions 
equally falfe and deteftable, againft the common 
light of nature as well as reafon ; againft the uni- 
Tcrlal fentiments of all civilized nations, and often- 
five to the ears even of a fober heathen, 

Laftly, Since the world abounds with peftilent 
books particularly written againft this dodrine of 
the Trinity ; it is fit to inform you, that the au- 
thors of them proceed wholly upon a miftake: 
they would fliew how impoflible it is, that three 
can be one, and one can be three ; whereas the 
fcripture faith no fuch thing, at leaft in that man^ 
ncr they would make it : but only that there is 
fome kind of unity and diftindion in the divine 
nature, which mankind cannot poffibly compre- 
hend : thus the whole dodrine is fliort and plain. 

Vol. X. D . v^w^ 
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isind in itfelf incapable of any controverfy ; fine 

God himfelf hath pronounced the fadl, but whoU 

concealed the manner. And therefore many di 

vines, who thought fit to anfwer thofe wicke 

books, have been miftaken too by anfwering fool 

in their folly ; and endeavovr^ng to explain 

myftery, which God intended to keep fecret fron 

us. And as 1 would exhort all men to avoid read 

ing thofe wicked books written againft this doc* 

trine, as dangerous and pernicious ; fo I thiol 

fhey may omit the anfwers, as unneceflary. Tlii 

I confefs will probably affed but few or noin 

among the generality of our congregations, wh< 

do not much trouble themfelves with books, at leaf 

of this kind. However, many, who do not r^nc 

themfelves, are feduced by others that do, and thui 

become unbelievers upon truft and at fecond han^] 

and this is too frequent a cafe : for which reafon. 

I have endeavoured to put this doQxine upon a 

ftiort and fure foot, levelled to the meaneft under- 

ftanding ; by which we may, as the apoftle direds. 

be ready always to give an anfwer to every man, 

that afketh us a reafon of the hope that is in us, 

with meeknefs and fear. 

And thus I have done with my fubjed, which 
probably I fhould not have chofen, if I had not 
been invited to it by the occafion of this feafon, ap- 
pointed on purpofe to celebrate the myfteries of the 
Trinity, and the defcent of the Holy Ghoft, where- 
in v^ pray to be kept ftedfaft in this faith ; and 
wliat this faith is I have fhewn you in the plained 
manaer I could. For, upon the whole, it is no 

I more 
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more than this : God commands us, by our de- 
pendence upon his truth, and his holy word, to 
believe a fad that we do not underfland. And this 
is no more than what we do every day in the 
works of nature, upon the credit of men of learn- 
ing. Without faith we can do no works acceptable 
to God ; for, if they proceed from any other prin- 
ciple, they will not advance our falvation; and 
this faith, as I have explained it, we may acquire 
without giving up our fenfes, or contradiding our 
reafon. May God of his infinite mercy infpire us 
with true f;uth in every article and myftery of our 
idi^on, fo as to diipofe us to do what is pleafmg 
ia his %ht; and this we pray through Jefus 
^Chiift, to whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoft, the myfterious incomprehenfible One God, 
be all honour and glory now and for evermore ! 
Amen. 



Da A S E R. 



SERMON 

C N 

MUTUAL S U B J E C T I O Ni 

I Sc Peter v. 5. 
— — Te£j all cf jGU be fzrJdJi em tB cxother. 

THE apofilc ha^•ing in many parts of this 
cpiftle given diredions to Chriftians ccncem- 
ing the duty of fubjedion or obedience to fupcri- 
ors ; in the fcvcral inflances of the fubjedk to the 
prince, the child to his parent, the fen-ant to his 
mailer, the wife to her hufband, and the younger 
to the elder ; doth here, in the words of my text, 
fum up the whole, by advancing a point of doc- 
trine, which at firfl may appear a little extraordi- 
nary ; " Yea, all of you,'' iaith he, " be fubjeft 
** one to another. For it (hould feem, that two 
perfons cannot properly be faid to be fubjedl to 
^each other, and that fubjedion is only due from 
iueriors to -tfcofe above them : yet St. Paul hath 
feveral pallages to the fame purpofe. For he ex- 
horts the Romans, " in honour to prefer one ano- 
" ther ;'* and the Philippians, " that in lowlinefs 
•* of mind they Ihould each efteem other better 
" than thcmfelves j" and the Ephefians, that they 
fliould " fubmit themfelves one to another in the 
5 " featf 
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? fear of the Lord/* Here we find thefc two 
great apoftles recommending to all Chriftians this 
duty of mutual fubjedtion. For we may obferve 
jyy St. Peter, that having mentioned the feveral re- 
lations which men bear to each other, as governor 
and fubjedl, mafter and fervant, and the reft which 
I have already repeated, he makes no exception, 
but fums up the whole with commanding ** all to 
" be fubjedl one to another.'* Whence we may 
conclude, that this fubjeftiop dup from all men 
to all men, is fomething more than the compli- 
ment of courfe, when our betters are pleafed to tell 
us they are our humble fervants, but underftand 
us to be their flaves, 

I knqw very well, that fome of thofe who ex- 
plain this text apply it to humility, to the duties of 
charity, to private exhortations, and to bearing 
with each other's infirmities ; and it is prpbable the 
apoIUe may have had a regard to all thefe. But, 
however, many learned men agree, that there is 
ibmething more ynderftood, and fo the words in 
their plain natural meaning muft import ; as you 
will obferve yourfelves, if you read them wit|i the 
lieginning of the verfe, whicl^ is thus ; " Like- 
" wife ye younger fubmit yourfelves unto the 
" elder j yea, all of you be fubjed one to ano- 
** ther." So thj^t, \ipon the whole, there muft 
be fome kind of fubjedtion due from every man 
to every man, which cannot be made void by any 
power, pre-eminence, or authority whatfoever. 
\iow what fort of fubjeftion this is, and how it 

D 3 ought 
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ought to be paid, ftiall be the fubjeS of 1117 pre- 
fent difcourfe. 

As God hath contrived all the works of nature 
to be ufeful, and in fome manner a fupport to 
each other, by which the whole frame of the world, 
under his providence, is preferved and kept up ; 
fo among mankind our particular ftations are ap- 
pointed to each of us by God Almighty, wherein 
we ar' obliged to aft, as far as our power reach- 
eth, towards the good of the whole community. 
And he who doth not perform that part affigned 
him towards advancinjg the benefit of the v. ""e, 
in proportion to his opportunities and abilities, is 
not only a ufelefs, but a very mifchievous member 
of the publick : becaufe he takes his fhare of the 
profit,, and yet leaves his fliare of the burden to 
be borne by others, which iis the true principal 
caufe of moft miferies and niisfortunes in life. For 
a wife man, who does not aflift with his counfels; 
a great man, with his proteftion ; a rich man, with 
his bounty and charity ; and a poor man, with his 
labour ; are perfedl nuifances in a commonweakb. 
Neither is any condition of life more honourable 
in the fight of God than another j ptherwife he 
would be a refpecSter of perfons, which he aflures 
us he is not : for he hath propofed the fame fal- 
vation to all men, and hath only placed them in 
different ways or ftations to work it out. Princes 
are born with no more advantages of ftrength or 
wifdom, than other men j and, by an unhappy 
education, are ufually more defeftive in both, than 
thoufands of their fubjefts. They depend for 

* " every 
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every neceflary of life upon tlie meaneft of their 
people : befides, obedience and fubjeftion were 
never enjoined by God to humour the paflions^ 
lufls, and vanities of thofe who demand them from 
us J but we are commanded to obey our governors, 
becaufe difobedience would breed feditions in the 
ftate. Thus fervants are diredied to obey their 
matters, children their parents, and wives their 
hufbands ; not from any refpeft of perfons in 
God, but becaufe otherwife there would be i^3thing 
but confufion in private families. This matter 
wi".be clearly explained^ by confidering the com- 
pi...\on which St. Paul makes between the church 
of Chrift, and the body of man : for the feme re-» 
femblance will hold, not only to families and king-f 
d6ms, but to the whole corporation of mankind, 
" The eye,'* faith he, ** cannot fay unto the hand, 
** I have no need of thee ; nor again the hand to 
" the foot, I have no need of thee. Nay, much 
** more, thofe members of the body which feem to 
** be more feeble, are neceffary : and whether one 
** member fuffer, all the members fuffer with it j 
** or one member be honoured, ajl the* member^ 
rejoice with it.*' The cafe is directly the fame 
among mankind. The prince cannot fay to the 
merchant, I have np need of thee ; nor the merr 
chant to the laboiurer, I hav? no need of thee. Nay, 
much more thofe members, which feem tp be more 
feeble, are neceflaty. For the poor are generally 
more neceffary members of the commonwealth than 
the rich : which clearly fliews, that, God never in- 
tttidid filcli pofltfffiqns for the fake ai)d fervice of 
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thofe to whom he lends them ; but becaufe hp 
hath afligned every m?in his pa|ticular ftation to h% 
ufeful in life, and this for the reafon given by the 
apoftle, " that there may be no fchifm in the 
'' body," 

From hence may partly be gathered the nature 
of that fubjediion^ which we all owe to one ano-f 
then God Almighty hath been pleafed to put ug 
into an iipperfeft ftate, where we have perpetual 
cccafion pf each other's afljftance. There is none 
fp low, as not to be in a capacity of aflifting the 
liigheft ; nor fo high, as not to wapt the affiftancc 
of the Ipweft. 

It plainly appears from v^hat hath been faid, 
that no one human creature is more worthy than 
another in the fight of God, farther than accord- 
ing to the goodnefs or holinefs of their lives ; and 
that power, wealth, and the like outward advan- 
tages, are fo far fropi being the marks of God's 
approving or preferring thofe on whom they are 
beftowed, that, on the contrary, he is pleafed to 
fuffer them to be almoft engrofled by thofe who 
have leaft title to his favour. Now, according to 
this equality wherein God hath placed all man** 
kind with relation to himfplf, you will obfervei, 
that in all the relations between man and man, 
there is a mutual dependence, whereby the one 
cannot fubfift without the other. Thus, no man 
can be a prince without fubjedts, nor a mafter 
without fervants, nor a father without children. 
And this both explains and confirms the doctrine 
pf the texf ; for wher^ there is a mutual depends 

ence » 
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cnce there muft be a mutual duty, and confequendj 
a mutual fubjeftion.- For inftance, the fubjefl: 
muft obey his prince, becaufe God commands it^ 
human laws require it, ^nd the fafety of the pub- 
lick makes it necefjary ; for the fame reafons we 
muft obey all that are in authority, ^nd fubmit 
ourfelves not only to the good and gentle, but alfo. 
to the froward, whether they rule according to our 
liking or not. On the other fide, in thofe coun- 
tries that pretend to freedom, princes are fubjed to 
thofe laws which their people have chofen j they are 
bound to proted their fubjefts in liberty, property^ 
and religion, to receive their petitions, and redrefs 
their grievances : fp that the beft prince is, in the 
opinion of wife men, only the greateft fervant of 
the nation ; not only a fervant to the publick ia 
general, but in fome fort to every man in it. In 
the like manner, a fervant owes obedience, and 
diligence, and faithfulnefs to his mafter ; from 
ivhom at the faqie tin^e he hath a juft demand for 
prote£tion, and maintenance, and gentle treatment. 
Nay, even the poor beggar hath a juft demand of 
an alms from the rich man, who is guilty of fraud, 
injuftice, ar^d oppreflion, if he does not afford re- 
lief according to his abilities* 

But this fubjedion we all owe one another, is 
no where more neceflary thar> in the common con- 
Tcrfations of life ; for without it there could be nq 
fociety among men. If the learned would not 
fometimes fubmit to the ignorant, the wife to the 
fimple, the gentle to the froward, the old to the 
weaknefles of the young, ther? would be nothing 

bus. 
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but everlafting variance in the world. Thx^ our 
Saviour hiiiifelf confirmed by his own e^mple; for 
he appeared in the form of a fervant, and waflied 
his difciples feet, adding thofe memorable words, 
** Ye call me Lord and Mafter, and ye fay well, 
^^ for fo I am. If I then your Lord and Mafter 
** wafli your feet, how much more ought ye to 
** wafti one another's feet ?" Under which expref- 
fion of wafhing the feet, is included all that fub- 
jedtion, affiftancc, love, and duty, which every 
good Chriftian ought to pay his brother, in what- 
ever ftation God hath placed him. For the gfeatcft 
prince, and the meaneft Have, arc not, by infinite 
degrees fo diftant, as our Saviour and thofe difci- 
ples, whofe feet he vouchfafed to wafh. 

And although this dodlrine of fubjeding our- 
felves to one another may feem to grate upon the 
pride and vanity of mankind, and may therefore be 
hard to be digefted by thofe who value themfelves 
upon their greatnefs or their wealth j yet it is 
really no more than what moft men pradlife upon 
other occafions. For, if our neighbour who is out 
mferior comes to fee us, we rife to receive him, we 
place him above us, and refpeft him as if he were 
better than ourfelves ; and this is thought both de- 
cent and neceflary, and is ufually called good- 
manners. Now the duty required by the apoftle, 
is only, that we fhould enlarge our minds, and 
that what we thus pra€life in the common courfe 
of life, we fhould imitate in all our aftions and 
proceedings whatfoever ; fince our Saviour tells us, 
that every man is our neighbour, and fmce we are 

fo 
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(o ready ia the point of civility to yield to others 
in our own houfes, where only we have any title 
to govern. 

Having thus flievra you, what fort of fubjec- 
tion it is, which all men owe one another, and in 
what manner it ought to be paid, I fhall no\*^ 
draw fome obfervations from what hath been 
faid. 

And firft ; A thorough pradice of this duty oY 
lubje^ng ourfelves to the wants and infirmities 
of each other, would utterly extinguifh in us the 
vice of pride. 

For, if God has pleafed to entruft me with a 
talent, not fdr my own fake, but for the^ fervice of 
others, and at the fame time hath left me full of 
"wants and neceffities, which others muft fupply ; 
I can then have no caufe to fet any extraordinary 
value upon myfelf, or to defpife my brother, be- 
caufe he hath not the fame talents which were lent 
to me. His being may probably be as ufeful to 
the publick, as mine ; and therefore, by the 
rules of right reafon, I am in no fort preferable to 
him. 

Secondly; 'Tis very manifeft from what has been 
faid, that no man ought to look upon the advan- 
tages of life, fuch as riches, honour, power, and 
the like, as his property, but merely as a truft^ 
which God hath depofited with him to be em- 
ployed for the ufe of his brethren ; and God will 
certainly punifh the breach of that truft, though 
the laws of man will not, or rather indeed cannot ; 
becaufe the truft was conferred only by God, who 
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lias not left it to any power on earth ta decide 
infallibly, whether a man makes a good ufe of hia 
talents or not, or to punifh him where he fails^ 
/Vnd therefore God fee^i$ to have more particularly 
taken this matter into his own hands, and will moft 
certainly reward, or punifli us, ia proportion to our 
good, or ill performance in it. Now, althpugh 
the advantages, which one poflefleth more than 
another, may in fome fenfe be called his property 
with refpeft' to pther men, yet with refpeQ: to 
God they are, as I faid, only a truft ; which will 
plainly appear from hence : if a man does not ufp 
thofe advantages to the good pf the publick, or 
the benefit of his neighbour, it i^ certain he doth 
not deferve them, and confequently that God 
never intended them for a blefling to him ; and 
on the other fide, whoever does employ his tar 
lents as he ought, will find, by his own experi- 
ence, that they were chiefly lent him for the fer- 
vice of others ; for, to the fervice pf others h^ 
will certipnly employ them. 

Thirdly, If we could all be brought to prafkife 
this duty of fubje£ting ourfelves to each other, it 
would very much contribute to the general happi- 
nefs of mankind : for this would root out ^n^^y and 
malice from the heart of man ; bgcaufe you cannot 
envy your neighbour's f^rength, if he make ufe of 
it to defend your life, or carry your burden ; you 
cannot envy his wildom, if he gives you good 
counfel ; nor his riches, if he fupplies you in your 
wants ; nor his greatnefs, if he employs it to your 
proteftion. The miferies of Ufe are not properly 

owing 
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owing to the unequal diftribution of things ; biit 
God Almighty, the great King of Heaven, is 
treated like the kings of the earth, who, although 
perhaps intending well themfelves, have often moft 
abominable minifters and ftewardis, and thofe ge- 
nerally the vileft, to whom they intnift the moft 
talents. But here is the difference, that the princes 
of this world fee by other men's eyes, but God 
fees all things ; and therefore, whenever he per- 
mits his bleflings to be dealt among thofe who are 
unworthy, we may certainly conclude, that he in- 
tends them only as a punifhment to an evil world, 
as wfeU as to the owners. It wer6 well, if thofe 
would confider this, whofe riches ferve them only 
as a fpur to avarice^ or as an inftrument to their 
lufts J whofe wifdom is only of this world, to put 
falfe colours upon things, to call good evil, and 
evil good, againft the conviction of their own con- 
iciences ; and laftly, who employ their power and 
favour in adts of oppreffion or injuftice, in mifre- 
f)refenting perfons and things, or in countenancing 
the wicked, to the ruin of the innocent. 

Fourthly, The pradice cf this duty of being 
fubjeft to one another, wo\ild make us reft con- 
tented in the feveral ftations of life, wherein God 
hath thought fit to place us ; becaufe it would, in 
the beft and eafieft manner, bring us back as it 
were to that early ftate of the gofpel, when Chrift- 
ians had all things in common. For, if the poor 
found the rich difpofed to fupply their wants ; if 
the ignorant found the wife ready to inftrud: and 
direft them ; or if the weak might always find 

protedion 
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protedion from the mighty ; they could none of 
them, with the leaft pretence of juftice, lament 
their own condition. 

From all that hath been hitherto faid, it appears, 
that great abilities of any fort, when ther are em- 
ployed as God direfts, do but make the owners 
of them greater and more painful fervants to their 
neighbour, and the publick : however, we are by 
no means to conclude from hence, that they are 
not really bleffings, when they are in the hands of 
good men. For, firft, what can be a greater ho- 
nour than to be chofen one of the ftewards and 
difpenfers of God's bounty to mankind ? what is 
there that can give a generous fpirit more plea- 
fure and complacency of mind, than to confider^ 
that he is an inftrument of doing much good ? 
that great numbers owe to him, under God, 
their fubfiftence, their fafety, their health, and the 
good conduct of their lives ? The wickedeft man 
upon earth takes a pleafure in doing good to thc^ 
he loves ; and therefore furely a good Ghriftian, 
who obeys our Saviour's commands of loving all 
men, cannot but take delight in doing good even 
to his enemies. God, who gives all things to all 
men, can receive nothing from any; and thofe* 
among men, who do the moft good, and receive 
the feweft returns, do moft refemble the Creator : 
for which reafon St. Paul delivers it as a faying 
of our Saviour, that ** it is more blefled to give 
" than receive." By this rule, what muft become 
of thofe things, which the world values as the 
greateft bleffings, riches, power, and the like, 

when 
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when our Saviour plainly determines, that the 
bcft way to make them bleflings is to part with 
them ? Therefore, although the advantages, which 
one man hatb over another, may be called bleflings, 
yet they are by no means fo in the fenfe the world 
uiiially underftands. Thus, for example, great 
riches are no bleflings in themfelves ; becaufe the 
poor man with the common neceflaries of life en- 
joys more health, and has fewer cares without 
them : how then do they become bleflings ? No 
• othcrwife than by being employed in feeding the 
hungry, cloathing the naked, rewarding worthy 
men, and in ftiort, doing ads of charity and gene- 
rofity. Thus likewife, power is no blefl[ing in it- 
Iclf, becaufe private men bear lefs envy, and trou- 
ble, and anguifti without it. But when it is em- 
ployed to protefl: the innocent, to relieve the op- 
prefled, and to punifh the oppreflbr, then it be- 
comes a great blefling. And fo, laftly, even great 
wiiclom is, in the opinion of Solomon, not a blefliing 
in itfelf : for " in much vrifdom is much forrow;" 
and men of common underflanding, if they ferve 
God, and mind their callings, make fewer mif- 
takes in the condudi of life, than thofe who have 
better heads. And yet vdfdom is a mighty blefl- 
ing, when it is applied to good purpofes, to in- 
ftrud the ignorant, 'to be a faithful counfellor 
either in publick or private, to be a diredor to 
youth, and to many other ends needlefs here to 
mention. > 

To conclude : God fcnt us into the world to 
obey his commands, by doing as much good, as 

our 
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our abilities will reach, and as littleev il, as our i 
infirmities will permit. Some he hath only tr 
with one talent, fome with five, and fome wntl: 
No man is without his talent ; and he that is 1 
ful or negligent in a little, fhall be rewarde 
punifhed, as well as he that hath been fo in a 
deal. 

CJonfider what hath been faid, Sffr* 
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*"— Per our rejoicing is tbis^ the teftimony of our con^ 
fcience. 

THERE is no wcJrd mdre frequently in the 
mouths of men than that of confcience, and 
the meaning of it is in fome meafure generally un- 
derftood : however^ becaufe it is likewife a word 
txtremely abufed by many people, who apply 
other meanings to it, which God Almighty never 
intended ; I ftiall explain it to you in the cleareft 
manner I am able. The word Confcience properly 
%mfies that knowledge which a man hath within 
himfelf of his own thoughts and anions. And 
becaufe if a man judgeth fairly of his own aftions^ 
by comparing them with the law of God, his mind 
will either approve or condemn him, according as 
he hath done good or evil j therefore this know- 
ledge or confcience may properly be called both 
an accufer and a judge. So that whenever our 
confcience accufeth us, we are certainly guilty; 
but we are not always innocent, when it doth not 
Vol. X £ 2lcc\A^ 
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accufe us : for very often, through the hardnefs 
of our hearts, or the fondnefs and favour we bear 
to ourfelvea, or through ignorance or negledl, we 
do not fuffer our confcience to take any cognifance 
of feveral fins we commit. There is another of- 
Jice likewife belonging to confcience, which is that 
of being our director and guide ; and the wrong 
ufe of this hath been the occafion of more evils 
under the fun than almoft all other caufes put 
together. For, as confcience is nothing elfe but 
the knowledge we have of what we are thinking 
and doing ; fo it can guide us no farther than that 
knowledge reacheth : and therefore God hath 
placed confcience in us to be our diredlor only in 
thofe adtions, which fcripture and reafon plainly 
tell us to be good or evih But in cafes too diffi- 
cult or doubtful for us to comprehend or deter- 
mine, there confcience is not concerned ; becaufe 
it cannot advife in what it doth not underftand, 
nor decide where it is itfelf in doubt : but, by 
God's great mercy, thofe difficult points are never 
of abfolute neceffity to our falvation. There is 
likewife another evil, that men often fay, a thing 
is againft their confcience, when really it is not. 
For inftance : afk any of thofe who differ from 
the worfhip eftablilhed, why they do not come 
to church ? they will fay, they diflike the ceremo- 
nies, the prayers^ the habits, and the like; and 
therefore it goes agai#ft their confcience : but they 
are miflakcn, their teacher hath put thofe words 
into their mouth ; for a man's confcience can go 
no higher than his knowledge ; , and therefore till 
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Ac has thoroughly examined by fcripture, and the 
pradice of the ancient church, whether thofe 
points are blameable or not, his confcience cannot 
poflibly diredt him to condemn them. Hence 
have likewife arifen thofe miftakes about what is 
tifually called liberty of confcience ; which, pro- 
perty fpeaking, is no more than a liberty of know* 
ing our own thoughts ; which liberty no one can 
take from us. But thofe words have obtained quite 
different meanings : liberty of confcience is now-a- 
days not only underftood to be the liberty of be- 
lieving what men pleafe, but alfo of endeavouring 
to propagate that belief as much as they can, and 
to overthrow the faith which the laws have already 
eftablifhed, and to be rewarded by the publick for 
thofe wicked endeavours : and this is the liberty of 
confcience which the fanaticks are now openly in 
the face of the world endeavouring at with their 
utmoft application. At the fame time it cannot 
but be obferved, that thofe very perfons, who, 
under pretence of a publick fpirit and tendcrnefs 
towards their Chriftian brethren, are fo zealous for 
fuch a liberty of confcience as this, are of all others 
the leaft tender to thofe who differ from them in 
the fmalleft point relating to government ; and I 
wi(h I could not fay, that the Majcfty of the liv- 
ing God, may be offended with more fecurity, 
than the memory of a dead prince. But the wif- 
dom of the world at prefent fcems to agree with 
that of the heathen emperor, who faid. If the 
gods were offended, it was their own concern, 
and they wcvq able to vindicate themfclves. 

E 2 BmI 
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But, although confcience hath been abufed to 
thofe wicked purpofes which I have already re- 
lated, yet a due regard to the dire<Sbions it plainly 
gives us, as well as to its accufations, reproaches, 
and advices, w^ould be of the greateft ufe to man- 
kind, both for their prefent welfare, and future hap- 
pinefs. 

Therefore, my difcourfe at this time fhall be 
direded to prove to youj that there is no folid^ 
firm foundation for virtue, but on a confcience 
which is guided by religion. 

In order to this, I fhall firft fhew you the weak— 
nefs and uncertainty of two falfe principles, which 
many people fet up in the place of confcience, for 
a guide to their adlions. 

The firft of thefe principles is, what the world 
ufually calls moral honefty. There are fome 
people, who appear very indifferent as to religion, 
and yet have the repute of being juft and fair in 
their dealings ; and thefe are generally known 
by the charader of good moral men. But now, 
if you look into the grounds and the motives of 
fuch a man's actions, you fliall find them to be 
no other than his own cafe and intereft. For ex- 
ample : you truft a moral man with your money 
in the way of trade, you truft another with the 
defence of your caufe at law, and perhaps they 
both deal juftly with you. Why ? not from any 
regard they have for juftice, but becaufe their for- 
tune depends upon their credit, and a ftain of open 
publick difhonefty muft be to their difadvantage. 
But let it confift with fuch a man's intereft and 

fafety 
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iafety to wrong you, and then it will be impoffibh 
you can have any hold upon him ; becaule there 
is nothing left to give him a check, or put in the 
balance againft his profit. For if he hath nothing 
to govern himfclf by but the opinion of the world, 
as long as he can conceal his injuftice from the 
world, he thinks he is fafe. 

Bcfides, it is found by experience, that thofe 

men who fet up for morality without regard to 

religien, are generally virtuous but in part ; they 

will be juft in their dealings between man and 

man ; but if they find themfelves difpofed to pride, 

luft, intemperance, or avarice, they do not think 

their morality concerned to check them in any of 

thefe vices; becaufe it is the great rule of fuch 

men, that they may lawfully follow the dictates of 

nature, wherever their fafety, health, and fortune 

are not injured. So that upon the whole there is 

hardly one vice, which a mere moral man may 

not, upon fome occafions, allow himfelf to prac- 

tife. 

The other falfe principle, which fome men fet up 
in the place of confcience to be their director 
in life, is what thofe who pretend to it call ho- 
nour. 

This word is often made the fanftion of an 
oath ; it is reckoned to be a great commendation to 
be a ftridt man of honour ; and it is commonly 
underftood, that a man of honour can never be 
guilty of a bafe aftion. This is ufually the ftile of 
military men, of perfons with titles, and of others 
who pretend to birth and quality. 'Tis true in- 
E 3 deed^ 
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deed, that in ancient times it was univerfally un- 
derftood, that honour was the reward of virtue ; 
but, if fuch honour as is now-a-days going will 
not permit a man to do a bafe adion, it muft be 
allowed, there are very few fuch things as bafe 
adtions in nature. No man of honour, as that 
word is ufually underftood, did ever pretend that 
his honour obliged him to be chafte or temperate, 
to pay his creditors, to be ufeful to his country, to 
do good to mankind, to endeavour to be wife or 
learned, to regard his word, his promife, or his 
oath : or if he hath any of thefe virtues, they were 
never learned in the catechifm of honour ; which 
contains but two precepts, the pundlual payment 
of debts contracted at play, and the right under- 
flanding the feveral degrees of an affront^ in order 
to revenge it by the death of an adverfary. 

But fuppofe this principle of honour, which 
fome men fo much boaft of, did really produce 
more virtues than it ever pretended to j yet, fince 
the very being of that honour depended upon the 
breath, the opinion, or the fancy of the people, 
the virtues derived from it could be of no long or 
certain duration. For example : fuppofe a man, 
from a principle of honour, fhould refolve to he 
juil, or chafte, or temperate, and yet the cenfuring 
world fhould take a humour of refufing him thofe 
charaders, he would then think the obligation at 
an end. Or, on the other fide, if he thought he 
could gain honour by the falfeft and vileft adtion 
(which is a cafe that very often happens) he would 
then make no fcruple to perform it. And God 

knows,. 
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knows, it would be an unhappy ftate, to have the 
religion, the liberty, or the property of a people 
lodged in fuch hands ; which however hath been 
too often the cafe. 

What I have faid upon this principle of honour 
may perhaps be thought of fmall concernment to 
mod of you, who are my hearers : however, a 
caution was not altogether unneceflary ; lince there 
is nothing by which not only the vulgar, but the 
honeft tradefman, hath been fo much deceived, as 
this infamous pretence to honour in too many of 
their betters. 

Having thus fliewn you the weaknefs and un- 
certainty of thofe principles, which fome men fet 
up in .the place of confcience to diredl them in their 
adlions ; I fhall now endeavour to prove to you, 
that there is no folid, firm foundation of virtue, 
but in a confcience direfted by the principles of 
religion. 

There is no way of judging how far we may 
depend upon the aftions of men, otherwife than 
by knowing the motives, and grounds, and caufes 
of them ; and if the motives of our adlions be not 
refolved and determined into the law of God, they 
will be precarious and uncertain, and liable to per- 
petual changes. I will fhew you what I mean by 
an example : fuppofe a man thinks it his duty to 
obey his parents, becaufe reafon tells him fo, be- 
caufe he is obliged by gratitude, and becaufe the 
laws of his country command him to do fo : if he 
ftops here, his parents can have no lading fecurity; 
for an occafion may happen, wherein it may be 

E 4 extremely 
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extremely his intereft to be difobedient, and where 
the laws of the land can lay no hold upon him : 
therefore, before fuch a man can fafely be trufted, 
he muft proceed farther, and confider, that his rea-« 
fon is the gift of God ; that God commanded him 
to be obedient to the laws, and did moreover in a 
particular manner enjoin hini to be dutiful to his 
parents ; after which, if he lays due weight upon 
thofe conliderations, he will probably continue in 
his duty to the end of his life : becaufe no earthly 
intereft can^ ever come in competition to balance 
the danger of offending his Creator, or the hap- 
pinefs of pleafmg him. And of all this his con- 
fcience will certainly inform him, if he hath any 
regard to religion. 

Secondly ; Fear and hope are the two greateft 
natural motives of all men's actions ; but neither of 
thefe paffions will ever put us in the way of virtue, 
unlefs they be diredled by confcience. For, al- 
though virtuous men do fometimes accidentally 
make their way to preferment, yet the world is fo 
corrupted, that no man can reafonably hope to be 
rewarded in it merely upon account of his virtue. 
Arid confequently the fear of punifhment in this 
life, will preferve men from very few vices, fince 
fome of the blackeft and bafeft do often prove the 
fureft fteps to favour ; fuch as ingratitude, hypo- 
crify, treachery, malice, fubornation, atheifm, 
and many more, which human laws do little con- 
cern themfelves about. But, when confcience 
placeth before us the hopes of everlafting happi-r 

pefs, 
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Bcfs, and the fears of everlafting mifery, as the 
reward and punifliment of our good or evil ac- 
tions; our reafon can find no way to avoid the 
force of fuch an argument, otherwife than by run- 
ning into infidelity. 

Laftly^ Confciencc will diredt us to love God, 
jnd to put our whole trufl and confidence in him. 
Our love of God will infpire us with a deteftation 
for fin, as what Is of all things moft contrary to 
his divine nature ; and if we have an entire conr- 
^dence in him, that will enable us to fubdue and 
defpife all the allurements of the world, 

It may here be objected, if confcience be fo fure 
a director to us Chriftians in the condud: of our 
lives, how comes it to pafs that the ancient hea- 
thens, who had no other lights but thofe of nature 
find reafon, fhould fo far exceed us in all manner 
of virtue, as plainly appears by many examples 
they have left on record ? 

To which it may be anfwered ; firft, thofe hea- 
thens were extremely ftrift and exaft in the edu- 
cation of their children ; whereas among us this 
care is fo much laid afide, that the more God has 
blefled any man with eftate or quality, jui^ fo much 
the lefs in proportion is the care he takes in the 
Vacation of his children, and particularly of that 
child which is to inherit his fortune ; of which the 
(^e^ are vifible enough among the great ones of 
the world. Again, thofe heathens did in a parti- 
cular manner inftil the principle into their children 
pf loving their country ;' which is fo far otherwife 
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now-a-days, that of the feveral parties among m 
there is none of them that feem to have fo mucl 
as heard whether there be fuch a virtue in thi 
world, as plainly appears by their practices, an< 
efpecially when they are placed in thofe ftation 
where they can * only have opportunity of fhew- 
ing it. Laftlyj the moft confiderable among th< 
heathens did generally believe rewards and puniflv 
ments in a life to come ; which is the great prin- 
ciple for confcience to work upon: whereas toe 
many of thofe, who would be thought the mof 
confiderable among us, do, both by their pradtice 
and their difcourfes, plainly affirm, that they be- 
lieve nothing at all of the matter. 

Wherefore, fmce it hath manifeftly appeared 
that a religious confcience is the only true folic 
foundation upon which virtue can be built, give 
me leave, before I conclude, to let you fee ho\n 
neceffary fuch a confcience is, to conduft us ir 
every ftation and condition of our lives. 

That a religious confcience is neceflary in anj 
ftation, is confefled even by thofe who tell us that 
all religion was invented by cunning men, in or- 
der to keep the world in awe. For, if religion, 
by the confeffion of its adverfaries, be neceifary 
toward the well-governing of mankind ; then every 
wife man in power will be fure, not only to choofe 
out for every ftation under him fuch perfons as are 

• where they can onlj have, &c. Here the world only is not in 
its proper place : it (hould be — ' ii*/jere only they can have opportu- 
nity of fhcwing it. 

mofl 
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moft likely to be kept in awe by religion, but like- 
wife to carry fome appearance of it himfelf, or 
clfe he is a very weak politician. And accordingly 
m any country, where great perfons afFeft to be 
optn delpifers of religion, their counfels will be 
found at laft, to be fully as deftrudive to the ftate, 
as to the church. 

It was the advice of Jethro to his fon-in-Iaw 
Mofes, to " provide able men, fuch as fear God, 
" men of truth, hating covetoufnefs," and to place 
fuch over the people ; and Mofes, who was as wife 
a ilatefman at lead as any in this age, thought fit 
to follow that advice. Great abilities, without the 
fear of God, are mofl dangerous inftruments, 
when they are trufled with power. The laws of 
man have thought fit, that thofe who are called to 
any office of truft, fhould be bound by an oath to 
the faithful difcharge of it : but an oath is an ap-* 
peal to God, and therefore can have no influence 
except upon thofe who believe that he is, and that 
lie is a rewarder of thofe that feek him, and a pu-^ 
fliiher of thofe who difobey him : and therefore, 
we fee, the laws themfelves are forced to have re- 
cpurfe to confcience in thefe cafes, 'becaufe their 
penalties cannot reach the arts of cunning men, 
who can find ways to be guilty of a thoufand in- 
juftices without being difcovered, or at leaft with- 
out being punifhed* And the reafon why we find 
fo many frauds, abufcs, and corruptions where any 
trufl is conferred, can be no other, than that there 
is fo little confcience and religion left in the world ; 
or at leaft that men, in Uwir choice of inflniments, 
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have private ends in view, which are very diffei 
from the fervice of the publick. Befides, it is < 
tain, that men who profefs to have no relig: 
are full as zealous to bring over profelytes, as 
papift or fanatick can be. And therefore, if tl 
who are in ftation high enough to be of influe 
or example to others ; if thofe (I fay) openly j 
fefs a contempt or difbelief of religion, they 
be fure to make all their dependents of their c 
principles ; and what fecurity can the publick 
pe£t from fuch perfons, whenever their inten 
or their lufts, come into competition with t 
duty ? It is very poffible for a man, who hath 
appearance of religion, and is a great pretende: 
confcicnce, to be wicked and a hypocrite ; but 
impoffible for a man, who openly declares aga 
religion, to give any reafonable fecurity that 
will not be falfe, and cruel, and corrupt, when< 
a temptation offers, which he values more than 
docs the power wherewith he was trufted. 2 
if fuch a man doth not betray his caufe and 
mafter, it is only becaufe the temptation was 
properly offered, or the profit was too fmall, 
the danger too gi'eat. And hence it is, that 
find fo little truth or juflice among us ; bec« 
there are fo very few, who, either in the fervic 
the publick, or in common dealings with c 
other, do ever look farther than their own ad^; 
tage, and how to guard themfelves againfl 
laws of the country j which a man may do 
favour, by fecrecy, or by cunning, though 
breaks almofl every law of God* 

Th( 
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Therefore, to conclude : It plainly appears, that 
unlefs men are guided by the advice and judgment 
of confcience founded on religion, they can give 
no fecurity that they will be either good fubjedts, 
faithful fervants of the publick, or honeft in their 
mutual dealings ; fmce there is no other tie, through 
which the pride, or luft, or avarice, or ambition 
of mankind, will not certainly break one time or 
other. 

Confider what has been faid, ^c. 
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BROTHERLY LOVE. 

He fi. xiiL i. 
Let brotherly love continue. 

IN the early times of the gofpel, the Chriftians 
were very much diftingiiifhed from all other 
bodies of men, by the great and conftant love they 
bore to each other ; which, although it was done 
in obedience to the frequent injunctions of our Sa- 
viour and his apoftles, yet, I confefs, there feemeth 
to have been likewife a natural reafon, that very 
much promoted it. For the Chriftians then were 
few and fcattered, living imder perfecution by the 
heathens round about them, in whofe hands was 
all the civil and military power ; and there is no- 
thing fo apt to unite the minds and hearts of men, 
or to beget love and tendemefs, as a general dif- 
trefs. The firft diflenfions between Chriftians took 
their beginning from the errors and herefies that 
arofe among them ; many of thofe herefies, fome- 
times extinguilhed, and fometimes reviving, or 
fucceeded by others, remain to this day ; and hav- 
ing been made inftruments to the pride, avarice, 
or ambition of ilUdefigning men, by extinguifhing 
brotherly love, have been the caufe of infinite ca- 
6 \bsssi^ys^s^ 
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lamities, as well as corruptions of faith and man- 
ners, in the Chriftian world. 

The laft legacy of Chrift was peace and mutual 
love ; but then he foretold, that he came to fend a 
fword upon the earth : the primitive Chriftians ac- 
cepted the legacy, and their fucceflbrs down to 
the prefent age have been largely fulfilling his pro- 
phecy. But whatever the pradice of mankind 
hath been, or ftill continues, there is no duty more 
incumbent upon thofe who profefs the gofpel, than 
that of brotherly Ibve ; which, whoever could re- 
ftore in any degree among men, would be an in- 
ftrument of more good to human fociety, than 
ever was, or will be done by all the ftatefinen and 
politicians in the world. 

It is upon this fubje^l of brotherly love, that I 
intend to difcourfe at prefent, and the method I 
obferve fhall be as follows : 

I. Krft, I will enquire into the caufes of this 
great want of brotherly love among us. 

II. Secondly, I will lay open the fad effedts and 
confequences, which our animofities and mu- 
tual hatred have produced. 

III. Laftly, I will ufe fome motives and exhor- 
tations, that may perfuade you to embrace 
brotherly love, and continue in it. 

I. Firft, I fliall enquire into the caufes of this 
preat want of brotherly love among us. 
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Tills nation of ours hath, for a hundred jcdrh 
paft, been infefted by two enemies, the papifts and 
fanaticks ; who, each in their turns, filled it with 
blood and flaughter, and, for a time^ deftroyed 
both the church and go\xrnment« The memory 
of thefe events hath put all triie proteftantsi equally 
upon their guard againft both thefe adverfaries, who; 
by confequence, do equally hate us. The fanaticks 
revile us, as too nearly approaching to popery ; 
and the papifts condemn us as bordering too much ou 
fanaticifm. The papifts, God be praifed, are, by the 
wifdom of our laws, put out of all vifible poflibility 
of hurting us ; befides, their religion is fo generally 
abhorred, that they have no advocates or abettors 
among proteftants to affift them. But the fanaticks 
are to be confidered in another light ; they have 
had, of late years, the power, the luck, or the 
cunning, to divide us among ourfelves ; they have 
endeavoured to reprefent all thofe who have beeii 
fo bold as to oppofe their errors and defigns, under 
the charader of perfons difaffeded to the govern- 
ment J and they have fo far fucceeded, that now- 
a-days, if a clergyman happens to preach with any 
zeal and vehemence againft the fin and danger of 
fchifm, there will not want too many, in his con- 
gregation, ready enough to cenfure him as hot and 
high-flying, an inflamer of men's minds, an enemy 
to moderation, and difloyal to his prince. This 
hath produced a formed and fettled divifion be- 
tween thofe who profefs the fame dodrine and dif^ 
cipline j while they who call themfelves moderate, 
5 ai^c 
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aire forced to widen their bottom, by facrificing 
their principles and their brethren, to the incrOach-* 
ments and tefolence of diflenters; who are there- 
fore anfwerable, as a principal caufe of all that 
hatred and animofity now reigning among us. 

Another caufe of the great want of brotherly 
love is, the weaknefs and folly of too many among 
you of the lower fort, who are made the tools and 
inftruments pf your betters to work their defigns, 
wherein you have no concern. Your numbers 
make you of ufe, and cunning men take the ad- 
vantage, by putting words into your mouths which 
you do not undcrftand ; then they fix good or ill 
charaders to thofe words, as it bed ferves their 
purpofes : and thus you are taught to love or hatef 
you know not what or why ; you often fufpedl 
your bed friends, and nearefl neighbours, even 
your teacher himfelf, without any reafon, if your 
leaders once taught you to call him by a name 
which they tell you fignifieth fome very bad 
thing* 

A third caufe of our great want of brotherly 
love, fecmeth to be, that this duty is not fo oftea 
infilled on from the pulpit, as it ought to be in 
fuch times as thefe ; on the contrary, it is to be 
doubted, whether dodtrines are not fometimes de- 
livered by an ungoverned zeal, a defire to be dif- 
tinguifhed, or a view of intereft, which produce 
quite different effeds; when, upon occafions fet 
apart to return thanks to God for fome public blef- 
fing, the time is employed in ftirring up one part 
of the congregation againft the other, by repre- 
VoL. X. F feutatlovi% 
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fentations of things and perfons^ which God, 
his mercy, forgive thofe who are guilty of. 

The lad caufe I fliall mention of the want 
brotherly love is, that unhappy difpofition towa 
politicks among the trading people, w^hich h; 
been induftrioufly inftilled into them. In forn 
times, the middle and lower fort of mankii 
feldom gained or loft by the factions of the kii 
doTP, and therefor^ were little concerned in the 
farther than as matter of talk and amufement ; 1 
now, the raeaneft dealer will expeft to turn t 
penny, by the merits of his party. He can "repi 
fent his neighbour as a man of dangerous pri 
ciples, can bring a railing accufation againft hi 
perhaps a criminal one; and fo rob him of : 
livelihood, and find his own account by that, mu 
more than if he had difparaged- his neighbou 
goods, or defamed him as a cheat. For fo it ha 
pens, that inftead of enquiring into the Ikill or h 
nefty of thofe kind of people, the manner is nc 
to enquire into their party, and to reject or encc 
rage them accordingly ; which proceeding lir 
made our people, in general, fuch able politiciai 
that all the artifice, flattery, diffimulation, diligent 
and dexterity in undermining each other, which t 
fatirical wit of men hath charged upon courts ; t 
gether with all the rage and violence, cruelty a 
injuftice, which have been ever imputed to pub 
aflemUies ; are with us (fo polite are we grow 
to be feen among our meaneft traders and artifice 
in the greateft perfediion. All which, as it m 
be matter of fome humiliation to the wife ai 
6 migh 
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mighty of this world, fo the efFeds thereof may 
perhaps, in time, prove very different from what, 
I hope in charity, were ever forefeen or intended. 

11. I vrill therefore now, in the fecond place, 
lay open fome of the fad efFeds and confequences, 
which our animofities and mutual hatred have pro- 
duced. 

And the firft ill confequence is, that our want 
of brotherly love hath almoft driven out all fenfe 
of religion from among * us, which cannot well be 
othcrwife: for, fince our Saviour laid fo much 
weight upon his difciples loving one another, that 
he gave it among his laft inftrudions ; and fince 
the primitive Chriftians are allowed to have chiefly 
propagated the faith by their ftrid obfervance of 
that inftru£tion ; it muft follow, that in proportion 
^ brotherly love declineth, Chriftianity will do fo 
too. The little religion there is in tlie world, hath 
been obferved to refide chiefly among the middle 
^nd lower fort of people, who are neither tempted 
to pride and luxury by great riches, nor to defpe- 
rate courfes by extreme poverty : and truly I, upon 
that account, have thought it a happinefs, that 
thofe who are under my immediate care, are ge- 
nerally of that condition ; but where party hath 
once made entrance, with all its confequences of 
hatred, envy, partiality and virulence, religion can- 
not long keep its hold in any ftate or degree oT 
life whatfoever. For, if the great men of the 
world have been cenfured in all ages for mingling 
too little religion with their politicks, what a havock 

F 2 of 
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of principles muft they needs make in unlearned 
and irregular heads ; of which indeed the effeds 
are already too vifible and melancholy all over the 
kingdom ! 

Another ill confequence from our want of bro- 
therly love is, that it increafeth the infolence of 
the fanaticks ; and this partly arifeth from a mif- 
taken meaning of the word moderation ; a word 
which hath been much abufed, and bandied about 
for feveral years paft. There are too many people 
indifferent enough to all religion ; there are many 
others, who dillike the clergy, and would have 
them live in poverty and dependence ; both thefe 
forts are much commended by the fanaticks foi 
moderate men, ready to put an end to our divifions, 
and to make a general urjiion among proteftants. 
Many ignorant well-meaning people are deceived 
by thefe appearances, ftrengthened with great pre* 
tences to loyalty : and thefe occafions the fanaticks 
lay hold on, to revile the dodrine and difciplinc 
of the church, and even infult and opprefs the 
clergy, wherever their number or favourers will 
bear them out ; infomuch that one wilful refractory 
fanatick, hath been able to difturb a whole parilh 
for many years together. But the moft moderate 
and favoured divines dare not own, that the word 
moderation, with refpe^ to the diffenters, can be 
at all applied to their religion, but is purely peri- 
anal or prudential. No good man repineth at the 
liberty of confcience they enjoy ; and, perhaps, a 
very moderate divine may think better of theiF 
loyalty than others do ; or, to fpeak after the mao* 

ner 
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ner of men, may think it neceflary, that all pro* 
teftants fhould be united againil the common 
enemy ; or out of difcretion, or other reafons beft 
known to himfelf, be tender of mentioning theni 
at all. But flill the errors of the diffenters are all 
fixed and determined, and muft, upon demand, be 
acknowledged by all the divines of our church, 
whether they be called, in party phrafe, high or 
low, moderate or violent. And farther, I believe 
it would be hard to find many moderate divines, 
who, if their opinion were afked whether diffenters 
fhould be trufted with power, could, according to 
their confciences, anfwer in the affirmative ; from 
whence it is plain, that all the ftir which the fa- 
naticks have mode with this word moderation, was 
only meant to increafe our divifions, and widen 
them fo far as to make room for themfelves to get 
in between. And this is the only fcheme they 
ever had (except that of deftroying root and 
branch) for the uniting of proteftants, they fo much 
talk of. 

I*fhall mention but one 111 confequencc more, 
which attends our want of brotherly love ; that it 
hath put an end to all hofpitality and friendfhip, 
all good correfpondence and commerce between 
mankind. There are indeed fuch things as leagues 
and confederacies among thofe of the fame party j 
but furely God never intended that men fhould be 
fo limited in the choice of their friends : however, 
fo it is in town and country, in every parifh and 
flreet j the paflor is divided from his flock, the fa- 
ther from his fon,^ and the houfe often divided 

F 3 againfl 
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againft itfelf. Men's very natures are foured, 
their paffions inflamed, when they meet in p^ 
clubs, and fpend their time in nothing elfe 
railing at the oppofite fide ; thus every man a 
Simong us is encompafTed with a million of enen 
of his own country, among which his oldeft 
quaintance and friends, and kindred themfel 
are often of the number : neither can people 
(different parties mix together without conftra 
fufpicion, and jealoufy, watching every word t 
fpeak for fear of giving offence ; or elfe falling i 
rudenefs and reproaches, and fo leaving themfe! 
open to the malice and corruption of inform 
who were never more numerous or expert in tl 
trade. And as a farther addition to this evil, tl 
very few, who, by the goodnefs and generofitj 
their nature, do in their own hearts defpife ' 
narrow principle of confining their fiiendihip ; 
efteem, their charity and good offices, to thofi 
their own party, yet dare not difcover their g( 
inclinations, for fear of lofing their favour and 
teieft. And others again, whom God had forr 
with mild and gentle difpofitions, think it ne< 
fary to put a force upon their own tempers, 
^ing a noify, violent, malicious part, as a me 
to be diftinguifhed. Thus hath party got the be 
of the very genius and conftitution of our peoj 
fo that whoever reads the charadler of the Eng 
in former ages, will hardly believe their pre! 
pofterity to be of the fame nation or climate* 

m. If] 
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in. I (hall now, in the laft place, make ufe of 
fome motives and exhortations, that may perfuade 
you to embrace brotherly love, and to continue ia 
it. Let me apply myfelf to you of the lower fort^ 
and defire you will confider, when any of you 
make ufe of fair and enticing words to draw in 
cuftomers, whether you do it for their fakes or 
your own. And then, for whofe fakes do you 
think it is, that your leaders are fo induftrious to 
put into your heads all that party rage and viru- 
lence ? is it not to make you the tools and inftru- 
ments, by which they work out their own defigns ? 
has this fpirit of fadion been ufeful to any of you 
in your wordly concerns, except to thofe who have 
traded in whifpering, backbiting, or informing, 
wanting fkill or honefty to thrive by fairer me- 
thods ? It is no bufinefs of yours to enquire, who 
is at the head of armies, or of councils, unlefs 
you had power and Ikill to choofe, neither of which 
is ever likely to be your cafe ; and therefore to fill 
your heads with fears, and hatred of perfons and 
things, of which it is impoffible you can ever make 
a right judgment, or to fet you at variance with 
your neighbour, becaufe his thoughts are not the 
fame as yours, is not only in a very grofs manner 
to cheat you of your time and quiet, but likewife 
to endanger your fouls. 

Secondly, In order to reftore brotherly love, let 
me earneftly exhort you to ftand firm in your reli- 
gion ; I mean the true religion hitlierto eftabliflied 
among us, without varying in the lead either te 
popery on the one fide, or to fanaticifm on the 

F 4 other ; 
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other ; and In a particular manner beware of diat 
word, mpderation ; and believe it, that your 
neighbour is not immediately a villain, a papift, and 
a traitor, becaufe the fanaticks and their adherents 
will not allow him to be a moderate man. Nay^ it 
is very probable, that your teacher himfelf may be 
a loyal, pious, and able divine, without the leaft 
grain of moderation, as the word is too frequently 
underftood. Therefore, to f^t you right in this 
matter, I will lay before yqu the charader of a 
truly moderate man ; and then I will give you the 
defcription of fuch a one, as falfely pretendetl^ tg 
that title, 

A man truly moderate, is fteady in the dodrinc 
and difcipline of the church, but with a due Chrif* 
tian charity to all who diflent from it out of a 
principle of confgience ; the freedom of which, he 
thinkjeth, ought to be fully allowed, as long as it 
is not abufed, but n^ver trufted with powen He 
is rqady to defqnd with bis life and fortune the 
proteftant fucceffion, and the proteftant eftabliflied 
faith, againft all invaders whatfoever. He is for 
giving the crown its juft prerogative, and the peo^ 
pie their ju/l liberties. He hateth no man for dit 
fering from him in political opinions ; nor doth he 
think it a maxim infallible, that virtue ihould al<* 
ways attend upon favour, and vice upon difgrace. 
Thefe are fomc few lineaments in the chara&er of 
a truly moderate man : let us now compare it with 
the defcription of pne who ufually paflTeth under 
that title, 

A mo-» 



BROTHERLY LOVE. 73 

A moderate man, in the new meaning of the 
word, is one, to whom all religion is indifferent ; 
who^ although he denominates himfelf of the 
church, regardeth it no more than a conventicle* 
He perpetually raileth at the body of the clergy, 
with exceptions only to a very few, who, he 
hopeth, and probably upon falfe grounds, are as 
ready to betray their rights and properties as him- 
felf. He thinketh the power of the people can never 
be too great, nor that of the prince too little ; and 
yet this very notion he publiflieth as his beft ar- 
gument to prove him a moft loyal fubjed. Every 
opinion in government, that differeth in the leaft 
from his, tendeth diredly to popery, flavery, and re- 
bellion. Whoever lieth under the frown of power 
can, in his judgment, neither have common fenfe, 
CQmnon honefty, nor religion. Lailly, his devo- 
ti<Hi confiileth in drinking gibbets, confufion, and 
damnation ; in profanely idolizing the memory of 
one dead prince, and ungratefully trampling upon 
th( afhes of another. 

By thcfe marks you will eafily diftinguifh a truly 
moderate man from thofe, who are commonly, 
1^ very falfely, fo called j and while perfons thus 
qialified are fo numerous and fo noify, fo full of 
zeal and ifxdv^Rrj to gain profelytes, and ijpriad 
their opinions among the people, it cannot be won- 
dered at that there (hould be fo little brotherly love 
|eft among us. 

ieaftly, 



74 A SE,R!MON^ ON 

Laftly^ it would probably contribute to reftorc 
fome degree of brotherly lore, if we would but 
confider, that the matter of thofe difputes, which 
inflame us to this degree, doth not, in its own na- 
ture, at all concern the generality of mankind. 
Indeed as to thofe, who have |?een great gainers or 
lofers by the changes of the world, the cafe is 'dif- 
ferent ; and to preach moderation to the firft, and 
patience to the laft, would perhaps be to little 
purpofe: but what is that to the bulk of the people, 
vho are not properly concerned in the quarrel, al- 
though evil inftruments have drawn them into it ? 
for, if the reafonable men on both fides were to 
confer opinions, they would find neither religion, 
loyalty, nor intereft, arc at all affeded in this dif- 
pute. Not religion, becaufe the members of the 
church, on both fides, profefe to agree in every 
article : not loyalty to our prince, which is pre- 
tended to by one party as much as the other, and 
therefore can be no fubje£k for debate : nor intereft, 
for trade and 'induftry fie open to all ; and, what 
is farther, concerns only^ thofe who have cxpedla- 
tions from the pubUck: fo that the body of the 
people, if they knew their own good, might yet 
live amicably together, and leave their betters to 
quarrel among themfelves; who might alfo pro- 
bably foon come to a better temper, if they were 
lefs feconded and fupported by the poor deluded 
multitude* 

I have now done with my text, which I confefs 
to have treated in a manner more fuited to the prefent 

times. 
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times, than to the nature of the fubjedt in general. 
That I have not been more particular in explaining 
the feveral parts and properties of this great duty 
of brotherly love, the apoftle to the Theflalonians 
will plead my excufe. " Touching brotherly love 
" (faith he) ye need not that I write unto you, 
^ for ye yourfelves are taught of God to love one 
** another.'* So that nothing remains to add,- but 
our prayers to God, that he would pleafe to reftorc 
and continue his duty of brotherly love or charity 
among us, the very bond of peace and of all 
virtues. 

Nov. 29, »7i7. 
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Genesis xlix. 5, 6, 7. 

Sjmbon anJf Levi 0re brethren \ injlruments of erueltj are 

m ibeir habitations. 
O ntf fonlj come not then into their feeret^ unto their aj^ 

fembfy mine honour be not thou united ; for in their anger 

they fiew a man^ and in their felf -mil they digged down 

a wall. 

Cur fed be their anger ^ for it was fierce i and their wrath^ 
for it was cruel. I will divide them in Jacob, and 
fcatter them in Israel. 

I KNOW very well, that the church hath been 
often cenfured for keeping holy this day of hu- 
miliation, in memory of that excellent King and 
bleffed Martyr Charles I. who rather chofe to 
die on a fcaffold, than betray the religion and li- 
berties of his people, wherewith God and the laws 
had entrufted him. But, at the fapie time, it is 

manifalt 
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manifeft that thofe who make fuch cenfures, are 
either people without any religion at all, or who 
derive their principles, and perhaps their birth, 
from the abettors of thofe who contrived the mur- 
der of that prince, and have not yet fliewn the 
^forld that their opinions are changed. It is al- 
leged, that the obfervation of this day hath ferved 
to continue and encreafe the animofity and enmity 
among our countrymen, and to difunite Proteft- 
ants; that a law was made, upon the reftoration of 
die martyr's fon, for a general pardon and oblivion^ 
forbidding all reproaches upon that occafion ; and 
fmce none are now alive who were adors or in- 
ftruments in that tragedy, it is thought hard and 
uncharitable to keep up the memory of it for all 
generations. 

Now, becaufe I conceive moft of you to be ig^ 
norant in many particulars concerning that horrid 
murder, an4 the rebellion which preceded it; I 
will, 

Rrft, relate to you b much of the ftory as may 
be fufficient for your information : 

Secondly, I will tell you the confequences which 
tlus bloody deed had upon thefe kingdoms : 

And, laftly, I will (hew you to what good ufes 
this folemn day of humiliation may be applied. 

As to the firft j in the reign of this prince, 
Charles the martyr, the power and prerogative of 
the Idng were much greater than they are in our 
dmes, and fo had been for at le^fl feven hundred 
years before j and the heft princes we ever had, 
. carried their power much farther than the blefled 

martyr 
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martyr offered to do, in the moft blameable part of 
his reign. But, the lands of the crown having 
been prodigally bellowed to favourites in the pre- 
ceding reigns, the fucceeding kings could not fup- 
port themfelves without taxes raifed by parliament j 
which put them under a neceffity of frequently 
calling thofe aflemblies ; and the crown lands be- 
ing gotten into the hands of the nobility and gen- 
try, befide the pofleffions of which the church had 
been robbed by king Henry the Eighth, power> 
which always follows property, grew to lean to the 
fide of the people, by whom even the juft rights of 
the crown were often difputed. 

But farther: upon the cruel perfecution raifed 
againft the Proteftants, under queen Mary, among 
great numbers who fled the kingdom to feek for 
flicker, feveral went and refided at Geneva, which 
is a commonwealth governed without a king, and 
where the religion contrived by Calvin, is without 
the order of biftxops. When the Proteftant faith 
was reftored by queen Elizabeth, thofe who fled to 
Geneva returned among the reft home to England, 
and were grown fo fond of the government and 
religion of the place they had left, that they ufed 
all pofl[ible endeavours to introduce both' into their 
own country ; at the fame time continually preach- 
ing and railing againft ceremonies and diftind 
h^its of the clergy; taxing whatever they difliked * 
as a remnant of Popery ; and continued extremely 
troublefome to the church and ftate, under that 
great queen, as well as her fucceflfor king James I. 
Thefe people called themfelves Puritans, as pre- 
tending 
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ending to a purer faith than thofe of the church 
ftablifhed. And thefe were the founders of our 
)iffenters. They did not think it fufEcient to leave 
11 the errors of Popery ; but threw off many lau- 
aWe and^ edifying inftitutions of the primitive 
hurch, and at laft, even the government of 
ifhops ; which, having been ordained by • the 
poftles themfelves, had continued without intcr- 
Liption, in all Chriftian churches, for above fiil:een 
undred years. And all this they didj not becaufe 
lofe things were evil, but becaufe they were kept 
y the Papifts. From thence they proceeded, by 
egrees, to quarrel with the kingly government; 
ecaufe, as I have already faid, the city of Geneva, 
3 which their fathers had flown for refuge, wtfs 
commonwealth, or government of the people. 
Thefe Puritans, about the middle of the martyr*a 
jign, were grown to be a confiderable fadion in 
le kingdom, and in the lower houfe of parlia- 
lent. They filled the public with the moft falfe 
Did bitter libels againfl the bifhops and clergy, ac- 
iiing chiefly the very beft among them oE Po«- 
ery ; and at the fame time, the houfe of conv- 
Lons grew fo infolent and uneafy to the king, that 
ley refufed to furnilh him with neceflfary fupplies 
)r the fupport of his family, unlefs upon fuch 
auditions as he could not fubmit to without for- 
iting his confcience and honour, and even his 
pronation oath. And in fuch an extremity, he 
as forced upon a pradlice, no way juftifiable, of 
lifmg money ; for which, however, he had the 
pinion of the judges on his fide : for wicked 
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judges there were in thofe times as well as in oi 

There were likewife many complaints, and fon 

times juftly made againft the proceedings of a c 

tain court, called the Star-chamber, a judicature 

great antiquity ; but it had fuflfered fome com 

tions, for which, however, the king was no v 

anfwerable. I cannot recoiled any more fubje 

of complaiqt with the leaft ground of reafon ; : 

is it needful to recoiled them, becaufe this graci 

king did, upon the firfl application, redrefs 

grievances by an aft of parliament, and put it 

of his power to do any hardfhips for the futi 

But that wicked faftion in the houfe of commc 

not content with all thofe marks of his juftice ; 

condefcenfion, urged ftill for more ; and, join 

with a faftious party from Scotland, who had 

fame fancies in religion, forced him to pafs an 

for cutting oflF the head of his beft and chief 

mfter ; and at the fame time, compelled him, 

tumults and threatenings of a packt rabble, j 

foned with the fame doftrines, to pafs another 1 

by which it Ihould not be in his power to diffi 

that parliament, without their own confent. Tl 

by the greateft weaknefs and infatuation that i 

poffefled any man*s fpirit, this prince did in ei 

fign his own deftrudHon. For the houfe of a 

mons, having the reins in their own hands, di 

on furioufly ; fent him every day fome unreai 

able demand ; and when he refufed to gram 

made ufe of their own power, and declared 

an ordinance of both houfes, without the ki 

confent, (hould be obeyed as a law, contrar 
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all reafon and equity, as well as to the fundamental 
conftitution of the kingdom. 

About this time the rebellion in Ireland broke 
out, wherein his parliament refufed to alTift him ; 
nor would accept his offer to come hither in perfon 
to fubdue thofe rebels. Thele, and a thoufand 
other barbarities, forced the king to fummon his 
loyal fubje(9:s to his ftandard in his own defence. 
Meanwhile the Englifli parliament, inftead of help- 
ing the poor Protcftants here, feized on the very 
army that his majefty was fending over for our re- 
lief, and turned them againft their own fovereign. 
The rebellion in England continued for four or 
five years : at laft the king was forced to fly in 
difgiiife to the Scot^, who fold him to the rebels. 
And thefe Puritans had the impudent cruelty to 
try his facred perfon in a mock court of juftice, and 
cut off his head; which he might have faved, if 
he would have yielded to betray the conftitution in 
church and ftate. 
In this whole proceeding, Simeon and Levi were 
i brethren ; the wicked infinuations of thofe fanatical 
I preachers ftirring up the cruelty of the foldicrs, 
r who, by force of arms, excluded from tlie houfe 
every member of parliament, whom they appre- 
hended to bear the leaft inclination towards an 
agreement with the kinij, fuffering only thofe tq 
enter who thirfted chiefly for his blood ; and this 
is the very account given by their own writers. 
Whence it is dear that this prince was, in all re- 
fped:s, a real martyr for the true religion and the 
liberty of the people. That odious parliament 
Vol. X. G had 
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had firft turned the bifliops out of the houfe of 
lords ; in a few years after^ they murdered their 
king ; then immediately abolifhed the whole houfb 
of lords ; and fo, at laft, obtained their wiflies, of 
having a government of the people, and a new re- 
ligion, both after the manner of Geneva, without 
a king, a bifhop, or a nobleman; and this they' 
blafphemoufly called, " The kingdom of Chrift and 
" his faints." 

This is enough for your information on the 
firft head : I (hall therefore proceed to the fecond, 
wherein I will fhew you the miferable confequences 
which that abominable rebellion and murder pro- 
duced in thefe nations. 

Firft, The Irifti rebellion was wholly* owing to 
that wicked Englifh parliament* For the leaders 
in the Irilh Popilh maflacre would never have 
dared to ftir a linger, if they had not been en- 
couraged by that rebellious fpirit in the Engliih 
houfe of commons, which they very well knew 
muft difable the king from fending any fupplies 
to his Protcftant fubjecls here ; and therefore, we 
may truly fay that the Englifh parliament held 
the king's hands, while the Irifti Papifts here were 
cutting our grandfathers throats. 

Secondly, That murderous Puritan parliament! 
when they had all in their own power, could not 
agree upon any one method of fettling a form either 
of religion or civil government ; but changed every 
day from fchilni to i'chifm, from herefy to herefy, 
and from one fadlion to another : Whence arofe 
that wild confulion ftill continuing in our feveral 

ways 
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ways of ferving God, and thofe abfurd notions of 
civil power, which have fo often torn us with fac- 
tionSy more than any other nation in Europe. 

Thirdly, To this rebellion and murder have been 

owing the rife and progrefs of Atheifm among us. 

Pot men, obferving what numberlcfs villanies of 

all kinds were committed during twenty years, 

under pretence of zeal and the reformation of God's 

church, were eafily tempted to doubt that all reli- 

pon was a mere impofture : and the fame fpirit of 

infidelity, fo far fpread among us at this prefent, is 

nothing but the fruit of the feeds fown by thofe 

rebellious hypocritical faints. 

Fourthly, The old virtue, and loyalty, and ge- 
nerous fjpirit of the Englifh nation were wholly cor- 
rupted, by the power, the dodlrine, and the ex- 
ample, of thofe wicked people. Many of the an- 
cient nobility were killed, and their families ex- 
tind, in defence of their prince and country, or 
^ murdered by the mercilefs courts of juftice. Some 
of the worft among them favoured or complied 
with the reigning iniquities ; and not a few of the 
new fet, created when the martyr's fon was rc- 
itored, were fuch who had drunk too deep of the 
bad principles then prevailing. 

Fifthly, The children of the murdered prince 
were forced to fly, for the fafety of their lives, to 
foreign countries j where one of them at leaft, I 
mean king James IL, was feduced to Popery j 
which ended in the lofs of his kingdoms, the mi- 
fcry and defolation of this country, and a long and 
expenfive war abroad. Our deliverance was owing 

G 2 . to 
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to the valour and conduft of the late king ; and 
therefore, we ought to remember him with grati- 
tude, but not mingled with blafphemy or idolatry. 
It was happy that his intcrcfts and ours w^ere' the 
fame : and God |;ave him greater fuccefs than our 
lins defervcd. But, as a houfe thrown down by a 
ftorm, is fcldom rc-built without fome change in 
the foundation ; fo it hath happened, that lince 
tlie late RcvoKuion, men have late mucli loofcr in 
the true fundamentals both of religion and govern- 
ment, and fadions have been more violent, trea- 
cherous, and malicious than ever ; men running na- 
turally from one extreme into another ; and for 
private ejids, taking up thofc ver}'' opinions pro- 
feflcd by the leaders in that rebellion, which car- 
ried the blelled martyr to the fcafFold. 

Sixthly, Another confequence of this horrid re- 
bellion and murder w^as, the deftroying or defacing 
of fuch vaft numbers of God's houfes, " In their 
" felf-will they digged down a wall/' If ' a 
flrangcr fhould now travel in England, and ob- 
ferve the churches in his way, he could not other- 
wile conclude, tli:in that fome vaft army of Turks 
or Ilealhcns had been fent on purpofe to ruin and 
blot cut all marks of Chriftianity. They fpared 
neither the flatues of faints, nor antient prelates, 
nor kingp, nor benefiidors ; broke down the tombs 
and monuments of men famous in their genera- 
tions, fcizcd the veflels of filvcr fet apart for the 
holicft ufe, tore down the moft innocent ornaments 
both within and without, made the houfes oEji 
prayer^ deus of thieves, or ftables for cattle. Thefef 
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^^^irt the mildeft efFedls of Puritan zeal and devo- 
tioxifor Chriftj and this was what thcmfelves af- 
feOied to call a thorough reformation. In this 
kiixgdom, thofe ravages were not fo eafily feen ; 
for, the people here being too poor to raife fuch 
noble temples, the mean ones we had were not de- 
£xc:ed, but totally deftroyed. 

Upon the whole, it is certain, that although God 

ixxight have found out many other ways to have 

puniftied a fmful people, without permitting this 

r^lellion and murder ; yet, as the courfe of the 

\?vorld hath run ever fmce, we need feek for no 

other caulcs of all the public evils we have hitherto 

Ivifiered, or may fufFer for the future, by the mif* 

conduft of princes, or wickednefs of the people, 

I go on now, upon the third head, to flaew 
you to what good ufes this folemn day of humilia- 
tion may be applied. 

Firft, It may be an inftrudtion to princes them- 
felves, to be careful in the choice of thofe wlio 
^^e their advifers in matters of law. All the judges 
of England, except one or two, advifcd the king, 
^hat he might legally raife money upon the fub^ 
J^Ss, for building of fliips, without confent of par- 
liament ; which, as it was the greateft ovcrliglit of 
*Us reign, fo it proved the principal foundation of 
all his misfortunes. Princes may likcwife Icarn 
ftrom hence, not to facrifice a faiiliful lerwint to the 
t'age of a foclion ; nor to truil any body of mca 
"vvith a greater fliare of power than the laws of the 
Und have appointed them, much lefs to dcpofit 

O .1 it 
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it in their hands until they fhall pleafe to reftore 
it. 

Secondly, By bringing to mind the tragedy of 
this day, and the confequences that have arifen 
from it, we fhall be convinced how neceflary it is 
for thofe in power to curb in feafon all fuch un- 
ruly fpirits as defire to introduce new doftrines and 
difcipline in the church, or new forms of govern- 
ment in the ftate. Thofe wicked Puritans began, 
in queen Elizabeth's time, to quarrel only with 
furplices and other habits, with the ring in matri- 
mony, the crofs in baptifm, and the like ; thence 
they went on to farther matters of higher import- 
ance ; and at laft, they muft needs have the whole 
government of the church diflblved. This great 
work they compafled, firft, by depriving the bifliops 
of their feats in parliament ; then they aboliflied 
the whole order ; and at laft, which was their ori- 
ginal defign, they fcized on all the church-lands, 
and divided the ipoil among themfelves, and, like 
Jeroboam, made priefts of the very dregs of the , 
people. This was their way of reforming the . 
church, x^s to the civil government, you have al- j 
ready heard how they modeled it, upon the mur- j 
der of their king, and. difcarding the nobility. Yet, jl 
clearly to (hew what a Babel they had built, aftetij^ 
twelve years trial and twenty feveral forts of go*; 
vernment, the nation, grown weary of their ty- 
ranny, was forced to call in the fon of him whom 
thofe reformers had facrificed. And thus wercu; 
Simeon and Levi divided in Jacob, and fc&tteredJ 

in Ifracl. I 

Thirdly,^ 
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Thirdly^ Although the fucceflbrs of thofe Puri- 
tans, I mean our prelent Diflenters, do not think 
fit to obfen'^e this day of humiliation ; yet it would 
r be very proper in them, upon fome occafions, to 
renounce, in a public manner, thofe principles 
upon which their predecefTors aded; and it will 
be more prudent in them to do fo, becaufe thofe 
very Puritans, of whom ours are followers, found, 
by experience, that after they had overturned the 
church and ftate, murdered their king, and were 
projedling what they called a kingdom of the faints, 
they were cheated of the power and pofleffions 
they only panted after, by an upftart fe^ of reli- 
gion that grew out of their own bowels, who fub- 
jeded them to one tyrant, while they were endea^ 
vouring to fet up a thoufand. 

Fourthly, Thofe who profefs to be followers of 
our church eftablifhed, and yet prefume in difcourfe 
to juftify or excufe that rebellion and murder of 
the king, ought to confider how utterly contrary all 
fuch opinions are to the dodtrine of Chrift and his 
apoftles, as well as to the articles of our church, 
and to the preaching and pradlice of its true prc» 
feflbrs for above a hundred years. Of late times 
indeed, and I fpeak it with grief of heart, we have 
heard even fermons of a ftrange nature : although 
reafon would make one think it a very unaccount-r 
able way of procuring favour under a monarchy, 
by palliating and leflening the guilt of thofe who 
murdered the beft of kings in cpld blood, and, 
for a time, deftroyed the vpiy monarchy itfdf. 

G 4 ' Pray 
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Pray God, \vc may never more hear fuch dodrine 
from the pulpit, nor have it Icattered about in 
print, to poifon the people ! 

Fiftlily, Sonic general knowledge of tliis horrid 
rebellion and murder, with the confequences they 
had upon thefe nations, may be a warning to our 
people, not to believe a lie, and to miftnift thofe 
deluding fpirits, who, under pretence of a purer 
and more reformed religion, would lead them from 
their duty to God and the laws. Politicians may 
fay what they plcafe ; but it is no hard thing at all 
for the meaneft perfon, who hath common under- 
{landing, to know whether he be well or ill go- 
verned. If he be freely allovv^ed to follow his trade 
and calling ; if he be fecure in his property, and 
hath the benefit of the law to defend himfelf againfl 
injuftice and oppreflion ; if his religion be different 
from that of his countr)'', and the government 
think fit to tolerate it ; (which he may be very fe- 
cure of, let it be what it will) he ought to be fully 
fatisfied, and give no offence, by writing or dif- 
courfe, to the worfhip cftablillied, as the Diffenting 
preachers are too apt to do. But, if he hath any 
new viiions of his own, it is his duty to be quiet> 
and poffefs them in filence, without difturbing the 
community by a furious zeal for making profclytes. 
This was the folly and madnefs of thofe ancient 
Puritan fanaticks : thcymuft needs overturn heaven 
and earth, violate ali the laws of God and man, 
make their country' a ileldof blood, to propagate what- 
ever wild or wicked opinions came into their heads, 

declaring 
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declaring all their abfurdities and blafphemies to 
proceed from the Holy Ghoft. 

To conclude this head. In anfwer to that ob- 
jedlion of keeping up animofity and hatred be- 
tween Proteftants, by the obfervation of this day ; 
if there be any fe£t, or fort of people among us, 
who profefs the fame principles in religion and go- 
vernment which thofe Puritan rebels put in prac- 
tice, I think it is the intereft of all thofe who love 
the church and king, to keep up as ftrong a party 
againft them as poffible, until they fhall, in a body, 
renounce all thofe wicked opinions upon which 
their predeceflbrs aded, to the difgrace of Chrift- 
ianity, and the perpetual infamy of the Englifh 
nation. 

When we accufe the Papifts of the horrid doc- 
trine, " that no faith ought to be kept with here- 
" ticks ;" they deny it to a man : and yet we juftly 
think it dangerous to truft them, becaufe we know 
their adlions have been fometimes fuitable to that 
opinion. But the followers of thofe who beheaded 
the martyr, have not yet renounced their principles; 
and till they do, they may be juftly fufpedted : 
neither will the bare name of Proteftants fet them 
right; for, furely, Chrift requires more from us 
than a profcflion of hating Popery, which a Turk 
or an Aiheift may do as well at a Protellant* 

If an enflaved people fhould recover their liberty, 
from a t)Tannical power of any fort, who could 
blame them for commemorating their deliverance 
by a day of joy and thankfgiving ? And doth not 
the deftrudtion of a church, a king, and three 
I k\Y\^- 
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kingdoms, by the artifices, hypocrifjr, and cruelty, 
of a wicked race of foldiers and preachers, and 
other fons of Belial, equally require a folemn time 
of humiliation ; efpecially fmce the confequences 
of that bloody fcene ftill continue, as I have al- 
ready (hewn, in their efFedts upon us ? 

Thus I have done with the three heads I pro- 
pofed to difcourfe on. But, before I conclude, I 
muft give a caution to thofe who hear me, that 
they may not think I am pleading for abfolute 
unlimited power in any one man. It is true, all 
power is from God; and, as the apoftle fays, 
" TTie powers that be are ordained of God :" but 
this is in the fame fenfe that all we have is from 
God, our food and raiment, and whatever poflef- 
fion we hold by lawful means. Nothing can be 
meant in thofe or any other words of Scripture, to 
juftify tyrannical power, or the favage cruelties of 
thofe Heathen emperors who lived in the time of 
the apoftles. And fo St. Paul concludes, " The 
" powers that be are ordained of God :" for what ? 
why, " for the punifliment of evil-doers, and 
" the praife, the reward of them that do well." 
There is no more inward value in the gi-eateft em- 
peror, than in the meaneft of his fubjedts : his 
body is compofed of the fame fubftance, the fame 
parts, and with the fame or greater infirmities : his 
education is generally worfe, by flattery, and idle- 
nefs, and luxury, and thofe evil difpofitions that 
early power is apt to give. It is therefore againft 
cpmmon fenfe, that his private perfonal intereft, or 

pleafurc, 
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pleafure, fhould be put in the balance with the 
fiiety of millions ; every one of which is equal by 
nature^ equal in the fight of God, equally capable 
of falvation : and it is for their fakes, not his own^ 
that he is cntrufted with the government over 
them. He hath as high trufl as can fafely be re- 
pofed in one man, and if he difcharge it as he 
I ought, he deferves all the honour and duty that 
a mortal may be allowed to receive. His perfonal 
Bulings we have nothing to do with ; and errors 
' in government are to be imputed to his minifters 
in the ftate. To whit height thofe errors may be 
fufiered to proceed, is not the bufmefs of this day, 
or this place, or of my function, to determine. 
When oppreflions grow foo great and univerfal to 
be borne, nature or neceflity may find a remedy. 
But, if a private perfon reafonably expedls pardon, 
upon his amendment, for all faults that are not 
capital ; it would be a hard condition indeed, 
not to give the fame allowance to a prince ; who 
muft fee with other men's eyes, and hear with 
other men's ears, which are often wilfully blind 
and deaf. Such was the condition of the martyr ; 
and is fo, in fome degree, of all other princes. 
Yet, this we may juftly fay in defence of the com- 
mon people in all civilized nations, that it muft be 
a very bad government indeed, where the body of 
the fubjefts will not rather choofe to live in peace 
and obedience, than take up arms on pretence of 
faults in the adminiftration, unlefs where the vul- 
gar arc deluded by falfe preachers to grow fond 

of 
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of new viflons and fancies in religion ; which, 
managed by dextrous men, for finifter ends of ma- 
lice, envy, or ambition, have often made whole 
nations run mad. This was exadly the cafe in 
the whole progrefs of that great rebellion, and the 
murder of king Charles I. But the late Revolution 
under the prince of Orange, was occafioned^ by a 
proceeding diredtly contrary, the oppreffion and 
injuftice there beginning from the throne : for that 
unhappy prince, king James II., did not only in- 
vade our laws and liberties, but would have forced 
a falfe religion upon his fubjedbs, for which he was 
defer vedly rejeded, fmce there could be no other 
remedy found, or at leaft agreed on. But, under 
the bleffed martyr, the deluded people would have 
forced many falfe religions, not only on their fel- 
low- fubjects, but even upon their fovereign him- 
felf, and at the fame time invaded all his undoubted 
rights ; and becaufe he would not comply, raifed 
a horrid rebellion, wherein, by the permiflion of 
God, they prevailed, and put their fovereign to 
death, like a common criminal, in the face of the 
\vorId. 

Therefore, thofe who feem to think they cannot 
otherwife juftify the late Revolution, and the 
change of the fucceflion, than by lefTening the 
guilt of the Puritans, do certainly put the greateft 
affront imaginable upon the prclent powers, by 
fuppofing any relation or refemblance between that 
Rebellion and the late Revolution ; and, confe- 
cjucntly, that the prcfent eftabUfhmcnt is to be 

defended 
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defended by the fame arguments ^vhich thole 
ufurpers made ufe of, who, to obtain their ty- 
ranny, trampled under foot all the laws both of 
God and man. 

One great defign of my difcourfe was, to give 
you warning againft running into cither extreme 
of two bad opinions, with relation to obedience. 
As kings are called gods upon earth; fo fume 
would allow them an equal power with God, over 
all laws and ordinances ; and that the liberty, and 
property, and life, and religion of the fubjedt, de- 
pended wholly upon the breath of the prince ; 
which however, I hope, was never meant by thofe 
who pleaded for paffive obedience. And this 
opinion hath not been confined to that party which 
Was firft charged with it ; but hath fometimes gone 
over to the other, to ferve many an evil turn of 
mtereft or ambition ; who have been as ready to 
ttlarge prerogative, where they could find their 
own account, as the higheft maintainers of it. 

On the other fide, fome look upon kings as an- 
fwerable for every miftake or omiffion in govern- 
ment, and bound to comply witli the moll unrea- 
ibnable demands of an unquiet fadlioii ; which 
was the cafe of thofe who perfecuted the blefled 
martyr of this day from his throne to the fcaf- 
fold. 

Between thefe two extremes, it is eafy, from v/hat 
hath been faid, to choofe a middle: to be good 
and loyal fubjedls ; yet, according to your power, 
faithful affertors of your religion and liberties : to 

avoid 
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avoid all broachers and preachers of new-fang 
doftrines in the church : to be ftridl obfervers 
the laws, wWch cannot be juftly taken from ) 
without your own confent : in fhort, " to ol 
** God and the king, and meddle not with th 
^' who are given to change." 

Which that you may all do, tsfc. 
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FALSE Witness. 

Exodus xx. i6. 

^bou Jhalt not bear falfe Witnefs agaitift thy Neighbour. 

I N thofe great changes that are made in a coun- 
*^ tr)', by the prevailing of one party over another, 
*t is very convenient that the prince, and thofe 
^ho are in authority under him, {hould ufe all juft 
^nd proper methods for preventing any mifchief to 
Ae public from feditious men. And Governors do 
"Well, when they encourage any good fubjeft to dif- 
cover (as his duty obligeth him) whatever plots or 
confpiracies may be any way dangerous to the ftate : 
neither are they to be blamed, even when they 
receive informations from bad men, in order to find 
out the truth, when it concerns the public welfare. 
Every one indeed is naturally inclined to have an 
ill opinion of an informer ; although it is not im- 
poffible but an honeft man may be called by that 
name. For whoever knoweth any thing, the tell- 
ing of which would prevent fome great evil to his 
prince, his country, or his neighbour, is bound in 
confcience to reveal it. But the mifchief is, that 

when 
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when parties are violently inflamed, which fcemetl 
unfortunately to be our cafe at prefent, there ii 
never wanting a fet of evil inftruments, who, eithe: 
out of mad zeal, private hatred, or filthy lucre, an 
always ready to offer their fervice to the prevailing 
iide, and become accufers of their brethren, with- 
out any regard to truth or charity. Holy Davici 
numbers this among the chief of his fufferingsj 
" Falfe WitnefTes are rifen up againft me, and fuch 
*' as breathe out Cruelty */' Our Saviour and his 
apoftles did likewifc undergo the fame diftrefs, as 
we read both in the Gofpels and the Adts. 

Now becaufe the fin of falfe witneffing is fo hor- 
rible and dangerous in itfelf, and fo odious to God 
and man ; and becaufe the bitternefs of too many 
among us is rifen to fuch a height, that it is not 
eafy to know where it will ftop, or how far fome 
weak and wicked minds may be carried by a mif- 
taken zeal, a malicious temper, or hope of reward, 
to break this great commandment delivered in the 
text : therefore, in order to prevent this evil, and 
the confequences of it, at lead among you who arc 
my hearers, I fhall, 

I. First, Shew you fevcral ways by which a 
man may be called a falfe witnefs againft his 
neighbour. 

II. Secondly, I fhall give you fome rules for 
your condudi and behaviour, in order to de- 
fend yourfelves againft the malice and cunning 
of falfe accufers. 

* rfal. xxvii. 12. 

' . And 
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HI* And laftly, I fhall conclude with fhewing 
you very briefly, how far it is your duty, as 
good fubjedls and good neighbours, to bear 
faithful witnefs, when you are lawfully called 
to it by thofe in authority, or by the fincerc 
advice of your own confciences, 

I. As to the firft, there are feveral ways by which 
I man may be juflly called a falfe witnefs againft 
lus neighbour. 
( Firft^ According to the direft meaning of the 
word, when a man accufeth his neighbour without 
the leaft ground of truth. So we read, " that Je- 
** zabel hired two fons of Belial to accufe Naboth 
" for blafpheming God and the King, for which, 
" although he was entirely innocent, he was ftoned 
* to death." And in our age it is not eafy to 
tdl how many men have loft their lives, been 
rmned in their fortunes, and put to ignominious 
puniflimentj by the downright perjury of falfe 
witneffes ! the law itfelf in fuch cafes being not 
able to protect the innocent. But this is fo hor- 
rible a crime, that it doth not need to be aggra- 
vated by words. 

A fecond way by which a man becometh a falfe 
witnefs is, when he mixeth falfehood and truth 
together, or concealeth fome circumftances, which, 
if they were told, would deftroy the falfehoods he 
uttereth. So the two falfe watneffes who accufed 
our Saviour before the chief Priefts, by a very 
little perverting of his words, would have made him 
guilty of a capital crime ; for fo it was among the 

V0L.X. H Jews 
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Jews to prophefy any evil againft the temple: 
This fellow faid, " I am able to deftroy the tem- 
" pie of God, and to build it in three days;" 
whereas the words, as our Saviour fpoke them, 
were to another end, and differently expreifeds 
for when the Jews afked him to fhew them a figfl, 
he faid ; " Deftroy this temple, and in three days 
" I will raife it up." In fuch cafes as thefe, an 
innocent man is half confounded, and looketh as if 
he were guilty, fince he neither can deny his words, 
nor perhaps readily ftrip them from the malicious 
additions of a falfe witnefs. 

Thirdly, A man is a falfe witnefs, when, in ac- 
Gufing his neighbour, he endeavours to aggravate 
by his geftures, and tone of his voice, or when he 
chargeth a man with words which were only re-^ 
peated or quoted from fomebody elfe. As if any^ 
one (hould tell me that he heard another fpealc 
certain dangerous and feditious fpeeches, and I 
fhould immediately accufe him for fpeaking therai 
himfelf ; and fo drop the only circumftance that 
made him innocent. This was the cafe of St. Ste- 
phen. The falfe witnefles faid, " This man ceafeth 
** not to fpeak blafphemous words againft this holy 
** place and the law." Whereas St. Stephen faid 
no fuch words ; but only repeated fome prophefies 
of Jeremiah or Malachi, which threatened Jeru- 
falem with deftruftion if it did not repent: how- 
ever, by the fury of the people, this innocent holy 
perfon was ftoned to death for words he never 
fpoke. 

Fourthly^ 
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Fourthly, The blackeft kind of falfe witnefles are 
thofe, who do the office of the Devil, by tempting 
their brethren in order to betray them. I cannot 
call to mind any inftances of this kind mentioned 
^^ ia holy fcripture. But I am afraid, this vile prac- 
tice hath been too much followed in the world, 
When a man's temper hath been fo foured by mis- 
fortunes and hard ufage, that perhaps he hath rea- 
fon enough to complain ; then one of thefe fe- 
ducers, under the pretence of frietidfhip, will feem 
to lament his cafe, urge the hardfhips he hath fuf- 
fered, and endeavour to raife his paffions, until he 
hath faid fomething that a malicious informer can 
pervert or aggravate againft him in a court of 
juftice. 

Fifthly, Whoever beareth witnefs againft his 
neighbour, out of a principle of malice and re- 
venge, from any old grudge, or hatred to his per- 
iba ; fuch a man is a falfe witnefs in the fight of 
God, although what he fays be true ; becaufe the 

f motive or caufe is evil, not to ferve his prince or 
country, but to gratify his own refentments# And 
therefore, although a man thus accufed may be 
very juftly punifhed by the law, yet this doth by 
no means acquit the accufer ; who, inftead of re- 
garding the public fervice, intended only to glut 
his private rage and fpite. 

Sixthly, I number among falfe witneffes, all 
thofe who make a trade of being informers in hope 
of favour and reward ; and to this end employ 
their time, either by liftening in public places, to 
catch up an accidental word ; or in corrupting men's 

H a fervants 
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IVrvantsto difcover any unwary expreflion of the 
raafter ; or thrufting themfelves into company, an 
then ufing the moft indecent fcurrilous language 
faftening a thoufand falfchoods and fcandals upon i 
whole party, on purpofe to provoke fuch an an- 
fwer as they may turn to an accufation. And truli 
this ungodly race is faid to be grown fo numerous 
that men of different parties can hardly converf 
together with any fecurity. Even the pulpit hatl 
not been free from the mifreprefentation of thel 
informers ; of whom the clergy have not wante 
occafions to complain with holy David : " The; 
" daily miftake my words, all they imagine is t 
" do me evil/' Nor is it any wonder at all, tha 
this trade of informing Ihould be now in a flou 
rifhing condition, fmce our cafe is manifeftly thus 
We are divided into two parties, with very littl 
charity or temper towards each other : The pre 
vailing fide may talk of paft things as they pleafc 
v/ith lecurity ; and generally do it in the moft pro 
voking words they can invent ; while thofe wh< 
are down, are fometimes tempted to fpeak in fa 
vour of a loft caufe, and therefore, without grea 
caution, muft needs be often caught tripping, am 
thereby furniili plenty of materials for witnefles an> 
informers. 

Laftly, Thofe may well be reckoned among fall 
witneflcsagairift their neighbour, who bring him int 
trouble and punilhment by fuch accufations as ar 
of no confequence at all to the publick, nor can h 
of any other ufe but to create vexation. Such wit 
nciVes are thofe who cannot hear an idle intempe 

rat 
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nite expreflion, tut they muft immediately run to 
*he magiftrate to inform ; or perhaps wrangling in 
their cups over night, when they were not able to 
{feak or^ apprehend three words of common fenfe, 
will pretend to remember every thing in the morn- 
ing, and think themfelves very properly qualified 
to be accufers of their brethren. God be thanked, 
the throne of our king is too firmly fettled to be 
ffliaken by the folly and raflincis of ev^ery fottifh 
companion. And I do not in the leaft doubt, that 
when thofe in power begin to obferve thefalfe- 
Tiood, the prevarication, the aggravating manner, 
the treachery and feducing, the malice and re- 
venge, the love of lucre, and laftly the trifling ac- 
culations in too many wicked people ; they will 
be as ready to difcourage every fort of thofe whom 
I have numbered among falfe witnefles, as they 
will be to countenance honeft men, who, out of 
a true zeal to their prince and country, do, in the 
innocence of their hearts, freely difcover whatever 
they may apprehend to be dangerous to either. A 
good Chriftian will think it fufficient to reprove his 
brother for a rafli unguarded word, where there is 
neither danger nor evil example to be appre- 
hended ; or, if he will not amend by reproof, 
avoid his converfation. 

11. And thus much may ferve to flicw the fe- 
veral ways whereby a man may be faid to be a falfe 
witnefs againft his neighbour. I might have added 
one kind more, and it is of thofe who inform 
•gainft jheir neighbour out of fear of puniihment 

H 3 to 
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to themfelves ; which, although it be more 
cufable, and hath lefs of malice than any of 
reft, cannot however be juftified. I go on the 
fore upon the fecond head, to give you fome n 
for your conduct and behaviour, in order to 
fend yourfelves againft the malice and cunning 
falfe accufers. 

It is readily agreed, that innocence is the 1 
protedion in the world ; yet that it is not alw 
fufficient without fome degree of prudence. 
Saviour himfelf intimateth to us, by inftrudting 
difciples *■ to be wife as ferpents, as well as ini 
" cent as doves." But, if ever innocence be 
weak a defence, it is chiefly fo in jealous andfui 
fcious times, when fadions are arrived to a h 
pitch of animofity, and the minds of men, inft 
of being warmed by a true zeal for religion, 
inflamed only by party fury. Neither is virtue 
felf a fufficient fecurity in fuch times, becaufe ii 
not allowed to be virtue, otherwife than as it h 
a mixture of party. 

However, although virtue and innocence are 
infallible defence againft perjury, malice, : 
fubornation, yet they are great fupports for enabl 
us to bear thofe evils with temper and refignatic 
and it is an unfpeakable comfort to a good m 
under the malignity of evil mercenary tongi 
that a few years will carry his appeal to a hig 
tribunal, where falfe witnefles, inftead of daring 
bring accufations before an all-feeing Judge, ^ 
call for mountains to cover them. As for eart 
judges, they feldom h:ive it in their power, : 

C 
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God knows whether they have it in their will, to 
mingle mercy with juftice; they are fo far from 
knowing the hearts of the accufer or the accufed, 
that they cannot know their own ; and their un- 
derftanding is frequently biafled, although their in- 
tentions be juft. They are often prejudiced to 
caufes, parties, and perfons, through the infirmity 
of human nature, without being fenfible them- 
felves that they are fo : And therefor.e, although 
God may pardon their errors here, he certainly will 
not ratify their fentences hereafter. 

However, fince, as we have before obferved, 
our Saviour prefcribeth to us to be not only harm*- 
^efe as doves, but wife as ferpeuts ; give me leave 
*o prefcribe to you fome rules, which the moft ig- 
'^orant perfon may follow for the conduft of his 
*ife, with fafety, in perilous times, againft falfe 
•iccufers. 

I ft. Let me advife you to have nothing at all to 

cJo with that which is commonly called politicks, or 

Xhe government of the world, in the nature of 

"which it is certain you are utterly ignorant ; and 

when your opinion is wrong, although it proceeds 

from ignorance, it fliall be an accufation againft 

you. Befides, opinions in government are right or 

wrong juft according to the humour and difpofition 

of the times ; and unlefs you have judgment to 

diftinguifti, you may be punifhed at one time, for 

what you would be rewarded in another. 

2dly, Be ready at all times, in your w6rds and 
aftions, to fhew your loyalty to the king that reigns 
over you. This is the plain manifeft do^rine of 

H 4 toly 
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holy fcripture : " Submit yourfelves to every ordi^ 
*' nance of man for the Lord's fake, whether it 
" be to the king as fuprcme, &c." And another 
apoflie telleth us, " The powers that be are or- 
" dained of God." Kings are the ordinances of 
man by the permiflion of God, and they are or?- 
dained of God by his inftrument man. The powcn 
that be, the prefent powers, which are ordained by 
God, and jet in fome fenfe are the ordinances of 
man, are what you muft obey, without prefuming 
to examine into rights and titles ; neither can \t 
be reafonably expedled, that the powers in beings 
or in pofTeflion, fhould fufFer their tide to be pub^ 
licly difputed by fubjefts without fevere punifh- 
raent. And to fay the truth, there is no duty in 
religion more eafy to the generality of mankind, 
than obedience to government : I fay, to the gene- 
rality of mankind; becaufe while their law, an(l 
property, and religion are preferved, it is of no 
great confequence to them by whom they are go- 
verned, and therefore they are under no tempta- 
tions to defire a qhange. 

3dly, In order to prevent any danger from the 
malice of falfe witnefles, be fure to avoid intem- 
perancc. If it be often fo hard for men to govern 
their tongues when they are in their right fenfes, 
how can they hope to do it when they are heated 
with drink ? In thofe cafes moll men regard not 
what they fay^andtoo many not what they fwear ; 
neither' will a man's memory difordered with 
drunkennefs ferve to defend himfelf, or fatisfy him 
whether he were guilty or not, 

4thly, Avoid| 
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4tWy, Avoid, as much as poffible, the converfa- 
tion of thofe people who are given to talk of pub- 
lick perfons and affairs, efpecially of thofe whofe 
opinions in fuch matters are different from yours. 
1 never once knew any difputes of this kind ma- 
naged with tolerable temper; but on both fides 
Acy only agree as much as poffible to provoke the 
' paflions of each other ; indeed with this difadvan- 
tagc, that he who argueth on the fide of power, 
may fpeak fecurely the utmoft his malice can in- 
vent ; while the other lieth every moment at the 
mercy of an informer ; and the law, in thefe cafes, 
^'11 give no allowance at all for paffion, inadvert^- 
TOcy, or the highcft provocation. 

I come now, in the laft place, to fhew you how 

fer it is your duty, as good fubjcdls and good 

'Neighbours, to bear faithful wdtnefs, when you arc 

^*\?v£ully called to it by thofe in authority, or by 

^e fincere advice of your own conlciences. 

In w^hat I have hitherto laid, you eafily find, 
t^at I do not talk of bearing witnefs in general, 
^hich is and may be la\vful upon a thoufand ac- 
counts, in relation to property and other matters, 
^nd wherein there are many fcandalous corruptions, 
ftlmoft peculiar to this country, which would re- 
quire to be handltd by themfelves. But I have 
confined my difcourle only to that branch of bear- 
ing falfe witnefs whereby the publick is injured, in 
the fafety or honour of the prince, or thofe in au- 
thority under him. 

In order therefore to be a faithful witnefs, it is 
firft neceHary that a m^n doth not undertake it 

from 
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from the leaft profped: of any private advantage tc 
himfclf. The fmalleft mixture of that leaven will 
four the whole lump. Intereft will infallibly bia2 
his judgment, although he be ever fo firmly re- 
folved to fay nothing but truth. He cannot fervc 
God and Mammon j but as intereft is the chid 
end, he will ufc the moft effedual means to ad- 
vance it. He will aggravate circumftances to make 
his teftimony valuable ; he will be forry if the 
perfon he accufeth fhould be able to clear himfelf ; 
in fhort, he is labouring a point which he thinki 
neceflary to his own good ; and it would be a dif- 
appointment to him, that his neighbour fhoulc 
prove innocent. 

5thly, Every good fubjedt is obliged to bear wit- 
nefs againft his neighbour, for any adtion or words 
the telUng of which would be of advantage to th 
publick, and the. concealment dangerous, or of i] 
example. Of this nature are all plots and confpi- 
racics iigainft the peace of a nation ; all difgrace- 
ful words againft a prince, fuch as clearly dif 
cover a difloyal and rebellious heart : but, when 
our prince and country can poffibly receive no da- 
mage or difgrace ; where no fcandal or ill example 
is given ; and our neighbour, it may be, provokec 
by us, happeneth privately to drop a rafh or in- 
difcreet word, which in ftridtnefs * of law migh 
bring him under trouble, perhaps to his utter un- 
doing ; there we are obliged, we ought to proceec 
no farther than warning and reproof. 

In defcribing to you the feveral kinds of falfl 

witneffes, I have made it lefs neceflary to dwcl 

5 mud 



FALSE WITNESS. 



107 



pttuch longer upon this head; becaufe a faithful 

\ vitnefs, like eveiy thing elfe, is known by his con- 
trary : Therefore it would be only repetition of 
what I have already faid, to tell you, that the 

[ ftrideft truth is required in a witnci's ; that he 
(hould be wholly free from malice again ft the per- 
foQ he accufes ; that he fhould not aggravate the 
finalleft circumftance againft the criminal, nor con* 
^ ceai the fmalleft in his favour ; and to crown all, 
though I have hinted it before, that tlie only caufe 
or motive of his undertaking an office, fo fubjeft 
tocenfure, and fo difficult to perform, fhould be 
the fiifety and fervice of his prince and country. 

Uader tbefe conditions and limitations (but not 
otherwife) there is no manner of doubt, but a good 

' nun may lawfully and juftly become a witncfs in 
behalf of the publick, and may perform that office 
(in its ow^n nature not very defirable) wi^h honour 
and integrity. For the command in the text is po- 

I fitive, as well as negative ; that is to fay, as we are 
direded not to bear falfc witnefs againft our neigh- 
bour, fo we are to bear true. Next to the word ' 
of God, and the advice of teaclicrs, every man's 
confcience, ftridlly examined, will be his beft di- 
reftor in this weighty point ; and to that I fhall 
leave him. 

It might perhaps be thought proper to have 
added fomething by way of advice to thofe who are 
Unhappily engaged in this abominable trade and fm 
of bearing falfe witnefs; but I am far from believ- 
ing or fuppofmg any of that deftrudive tribe are 
iJiOw my hearers. I look upon them as a fort of 
people that feldom frequent thefe holy places, where 
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they can hardly pick up any materials to ferve 
turn, unlefs they think it worth their while to 
reprefent or pervert the words of the preac 
And whoever is that way difpofed, I doubt, ca 
be in a very good condition to edify and reform 1 
felf by what he heareth, God in his mercy 
ferve us from all the guilt of this grievous fin 
bidden in my text, and from the fnares of t 
who are guilty of it. 

I fliall conclude with one or two precepts g 
by Mofes from God to the children of Ifrae! 
the xxiii** of Exod. i, 2. 

" Thou flialt not raife a falfe report : Put 
^* thine hand with the wicked, to be an unr 
" teous witnefs. 

^' Thou fhalt not follow a multitude to do 1 
" neither ftialt thou fpeak in a caufe to decline j 
•' many, to wreft judgment." 

Now to God the Father, &c. 
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THE POOR MAN'S CONTENTMENT. 

Philip. Chap. iv. Part of the nth Verfe. 

Have learned^ in what f oner Jl ate I am^ tbere%vUb to be 

content. 

TH E holy fcripture is full of expreflions to fet 
forth the miferable condition of man during 
the whole progrefs of his life ; his weaknefs, pride, 
4nd vanity ; his unmeafurable defires, and perpe- 
tual difappointments ; the prevalency of his paf- 
fions, and the corruptions of his reafon ; his de- 
luding hopes, and his real, as well as imaginary 
f<£ars ; his natural and artificial wants ; his cares 
and anxieties ; the difeafes of his body, and the 
difeafes of his mind ; the fliortnefs of his life ; his 
dread of a future ftate, with his carelefsnefs to pre- 
pare for it: and the wife men of all ages have 
made the fame refledlions. 

But all thcfe are general calamities, from which 
none are excepted ; and being without remedy, it 
18 vain to bewail them. The great queRion, long 
debated in the world, is, whether the rich or the 
poor are the leaft miferable of the tv/o ? It is cer- 
tain that no rich man ever defircd to be poor, and 

that 
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that moft, if not all poor men, defire to bd ricfi ; 
whence it may be argued, that in all appearancey 
the advantage licth on the fide of wealth, becaufe 
both parties agree in preferring it before poverty. 
But this reafoning will be found to be falfe : for I 
lay it down as a certain truth, that God Almighty 
hath placed all men upon an equal foot, with re- 
fpedl to their happincfs in this world, and the capa- 
city of attaining their falvation in the next ; or, at 
leaft, if there be any difference, it is not to the 
advantage of the rich and the mighty. Now, 
fince a great part of thofe who ufually make up 
our congregations, are not of confiderable ftation, 
and many among them, of the lower fort, and 
lince the meaner people are generally and juftly 
charged with the fin of repining and murmuring 
at their own condition, to which, however, their 
betters are fufficiently fubjedl (although, perhaps, 
for fhame, not always fo loud in their complaints) 
I thought it might be ufeful to reafon upon this 
point in as plain a manner as I can. I fhall there- 
fore (hew, firft, that the poor enjoy many tem- 
poral bleffings, which are not common to the rich 
and the great : and likewife, that the rich and the 
great are fubjedl to many temporal evils, which 
are not common to the poor. 

But here I would not be mifunderftood ; per- 
haps, there is not a word more abufed than that of 
the poor, or wherein the world is more generally 
miftaken. Among the number of thofe who beg 
in our ftreets, or are half-ftarved at home, or Ian- 
guifh in prifon for debt, there is hardly one in a 

hundred. 



POOR MAN'S CONTENTMENT. m 

hundred, who doth not owe his misfortunes to his 
own lazinefs, or drunkennefs, or worfe vices. 

To thefe he owes thofe very difeafes, which 
often difable him from getting his bread. Such 
wretches are defervedly unhappy ; they can only 
blame themfelves ; and when we are commanded 
to have pity on the poor, thefe are not underftood 
to be of the numben 
It is true indeed, that fometimes honeft, en- 
; deavouring men, are reduced to extreme want, 
i even to the begging of alms, by lofles, by acci- 
dents, by difeafes, and old age, without any fault 
of their own: but thefe are very few, in compari- 
fon of the other ; nor would their fupport be any 
fenfible burden to the publick, if the charity of 
wcll-difpofed perfons were not intercepted by thofe 
common ftrollers, who are moft importunate, and 
who lead deferve it. Thefe, indeed, are properly 
and juftly called the poor, whom it Ihould be our 
ftudy to find out and diftinguiih, by making 
them partake of our fuperfluity and abundance. . 

But neither have thefe any thing to do with 
my prefent fubjeft : for, by the poor, I only intend 
the honeft, induftrious artificer, the meaner fort 
of tradefmen, and the labouring man, who getteth 
his bread by the fweat of his brows, in town or 
country, and who make the bulk of mankind 
among us. 

Firft, I fhall therefore fhew, that the poor (in 
the fenfe I undcrftand the word) do enjoy many 
temporal bleifings, which are not common to tbe 
rich and great; and likewife, that the rich and 

great 
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great are fubjedt to many temporal evils, which are 
not common to the poon 

Secondly, From the arguments offered to prove 
the foregoing head, I fhall draw fome obfenrations 
that may be ufeful for your pradlice. 

I. As to the firft : Health, we know, is gene- 
rally allowed to be the beft of all earthly poffef- 
fions, becaufe it is that, without which, we can 
have no fatisfadlion in any of the reft* For riches 
are of no ufe, if ficknefs taketh from us the ability 
of enjoying them, and power and greatnefs arc 
then only a burden. Now, if we would look for 
health, it muft be in the humble habitation of the 
labouring man, or induftrious artificer, who earn 
their bread by the fweat of their brows, and ufually 
live to a good old age, with a great degree of ftrength 
and vigour. 

The refrefhment of the body by flecp, is another 
great happinefs of the meaner fort. Their reft is 
not difturbed by the fear of thieves and robbers, 
nor is it interrupted by furfeits of intemperance* 
Labour and plain food fupply the want of quiet- 
ing draughts ; and the wife man telleth us, that 
the fleep of the labouring man is fweet. As to 
children, which are certainly accounted of as a 
blefling, even to the poor, where induftry is not 
wanting ; they are an afliftance to their honeft pa- 
rents, inftead of being a burden ; they are healthy 
and ftrong, and fit for labour; neither is the fa- 
ther in fear^left his heir fhould be ruined by an 
unequal match ; nor is he folicitous about his rifing 
in the world, farther than to be able to get his bread. 

The 
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The poorer fort are not the objedts of general 
hatred or envy ; they have no twinges of ambi- 
don^ nor trouble themfelves with party-quarrels, 
or ftate-divifions. The idle rabble, who follow 
\ Adr ambitious leaders in fuch cafes, do not fall 
xnihia my defcription of the poorer fort ; for, it is 
pkdn, I mean only the honeft induftrious poor in 
town or country, Avho are fafeft in times of public 
difturbance, in perilous feafons, and public revo- 
lutions, if they will be quiet, and do their own 
bofinefs: for, artificers and hufbandmen are ne- 
ttflkry in all governments : but, in fuch feafons, 
Ac rich are the public mark, becaufe they are 
oftentimes of no ufe but to be plundered ; like 
fome fort of birds, who are good for nothing but 
their feathers j and fo fall a prey to the ftrongeft 
Ut 

Let us proceed, on the other fide, to examine 
the difadvantages that the rich and the great lie 
under, with refpedt to the happinefs of the prefent 
life 

Firft then; While health, as we have faid^ is 
Ac general portion of the lower fort, the gout, 
the dropfy^ the ftone, the colick, and all other dif- 
cafes, are continually haunting the palaces of the 
[ rich and the great, as the natural attendants upon 
lazinefs and luxury. Neither does the rich man 
eat his fumptuous fare with half the appetite and 
itiifti, that even the beggars do the crumbs which 
fall from his table: but, on the contrary, he is 
fidl of loathing and difguft, or at beft of in- 
difference, in the midft of plenty. Thus their in- 
VOL. X. I temperance 
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temperance fhortens their lives, without pleafing 
their appetites. 

Bufinefs, fear, guilt, defign, anguifli, and vex- 
ation, are continually buzzing about the curtains 
of the rich and the powerful, and will hardly fuf- 
fer them to clofe their eyes, unlefs when they are 
dozed with the fumes of ftrong liquors. 

It is a great miftake to imagine, that the rich 
want but few things; their wants are more numer- 
ous, more craving, and urgent, than thofe of poorer 
men: for, thefe endeavour only at the neceflaries 
of life, which make them happy, and they think 
no farther : but the defire of power and wealth is 
endlefs, and therefore impoflible to be fatisfied vnth 
any acquifitions. 

If riches were fo great a bleffing as they are 
commonly thought, they would at leaft have this 
advantage, to give their owners cheerful hearts and 
countenances; they would often ftir them up to 
exprefs their thankfulnefs to God, and difcover their 
fatisfadlion to the world. But, in fad, the con- 
trary to all this is true. For, where are there_morc 
cloudy brows, more melancholy hearts, or more 
ingratitude to their great Benefador, than among 
thofe who abound in wealth ? And indeed, it is 
natural that it ihould be fo, becaufe thofe men, 
who covet things that are hard to be got, muft be 
hard to pleafe ; whereac a fmall thing maketh a 
poor man happy ; and great lofles cannot befal 
him. 

It is likewife worth confidering, how few among 

the rich have procured their wealth by juft mea- 

4 fures ; 
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fures j how many owe their fortunevS to the fins of 
their piarents^ how many more to their own ? If 
men's titles were to be tried before a true court of 
confcience, where falfe fwearing, and a thoufand 
vile artifices (that are well known, and can hardly 
be avoided in human courts of juftice) would avail 
nothing ; how many would be ejedled with infamy 
and difgrace ? How many grow confiderable by 
breach of truft, by bribery and corruption ? how 
many have fold their religion, with the rights and 
liberties of themfelves and others, for power and 
employments ? 

And it is a miflake to think, that the mod hard- 
ened finner, who oweth his pofleflions or titles to 
any fuch wicked arts of thieving, can have true 
peace of mind, under the reproaches of a guilty 
confcience, and amid the cries of ruined widows 
and oiphans. 

I know not one real advantage that the rich 
have over the poor, except the power of doing good 
to others; but this is an advantage which God hath 
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not given wicked men the grace to make ufe of. 
The wealth acquired by evil means, was never 
employed to good ends ; for that would be to di- 
vide the kingdom of Satan againft itfelf. What- 
ever hath been gained by fraud, avarice, oppref- 
fion, and the like, muft be preferved and increafcd 
by the fame methods* 

I fliall add but one thing more upon this head, 
which I hope will convince you, that God (whofe 
thoughts are not as our thoughts) never intended 
riches or power to be neceffary for the happinefs 

I 2 of 
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of mankind in this life; becaufe it is certain, 1 
there is not one fingle good quality of the m 
.abfolutely neceflary to obtain them, where t 
are refolved to be rich at any rate ; neither hone 
juftice, temperance, wifdom, religion, truth, 
learning: for, a flight acquaintance of the wc 
will inform us, that there have been many inftan 
of men in all ages, who have arrived at gi 
pofleffions and great dignities, by cuiming, fra 
or flattery, witliout any of thefe, or any ot 
virtues that can be named. Now, if riches i 
greatnefs were fuch bleflfmgs, that good men wi 
out them could not have their fhare of happinefi 
this life ; how cometh it to pafs, that God flio 
fuflfer them to be often dealt to the worft, and ra 
profligate of mankind ; that they Ihould be ge: 
rally procured by the mofl: abominable means, i 
applied to the bafeft and mofl: wicked ufes? T 
ought not to be conceived of a juft, a merciful 
wife, and almighty Being. We mufl: theref 
conclude^ that wealth and power are in their c 
nature, at befl:, but things indiflferent, and tha 
good man may be equally happy withput thei 
provided that he hath a fuflSciency of the comm 
bleflings of human life to anfwer all the reafona 
and virtuous demands of nature, which his induf 
will provide, and fobriety will prevent his wantii 
Agur's prayer, with the reafons of his wifti, are 1 
to this purpofe : " Give me neither pov( 
" ty nor riches. Feed me with food con^ 
" nient for me; lefl: I be full and deny th 
" and fay, Who is the Lord ? or left I be po 

" a 
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and fteal, and take the name of my God in 



" vain/' 



From what hath been faid, I fliall, in the fecond 
place, offer fome confiderations, that may be ufeful 
for .your pradbice. 

And here I ihall apply myfclf chiefly to thofe of 
the lower fort, for whofe comfort and fatisfadion 
this difcourfe is principally intended. For, having 
obfer\'ed the great fin of thofe who do not abound 
in wealth, to be that of murmuring and repining, 
that God hath dealt his bleflings unfequally to the 
fons of men, I thought it would be of great ufe to 
remove out of your minds fo falfe and wicked an 
opinion, by fhewing that your condition is really 
happier than mod of you imagine. 

Firft, therefore, it hath been always agreed in 
the world, that the prefent happinefs of mankind 
confifted in the eafe of our body, and the quiet of 
our mind ; but, from what hath been already faid, 
it plainly appears, that neither wealth nor power 
do in any fort contribute to either of thefe two 
bleffings. If, on the contrary, by multiplying our 
defires, they increafe our difcontents ; if they de- 
ftroy our health, gall us with painful difeafes, and 
fhortep our life ; if they expofe us to hatred, to 
envy, to cenfure, to a thoufand temptations, it is 
not eafy to fee why a wife man fhould make 
them his choice, for their own fake, although it 
were in his power. Would any of you, who are 
ifi health and ftrength of body, with moderate food 
and raiment earned by your own labour, rather 
choofe to be in the rich man's bed, under the tor- 

I 3 ture 
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turc of the gout, unable to take your natural refl^ 
or natural nourifliment, with the additional load oE 
a guilty confcience, reproaching you for injuflice^ 
oppreffions, covetoufnefs, and fraud ? No ; but yoiK 
would take the riches and power, and leave behinA 
the inconveniencies that attend them ; and fo woulA 
every man living. But that is more than our- 
ihare, and God never intended this world for fuclm. 
a place of reft as we would make it ; for the fcrip— 
ture aflureth us that it was only defigned as a place 
of trial. Nothing is more frequent than a man to 
wifh himfelf in another's condition ; yet he feldom. 
doth it without fome referve : he w^ould not be fc^ 
old ; he would not be fo fickly ; he would not be 
fo cruel J he would not be fo infolent ; he would 
not be fo vicious ; he would not be fo oppreffive ; 
fo griping ; and fo on. Whence it is plain, that 
in their own judgment, men are not fo unequally 
dealt with as they would at firft fight imagine : for, if 
I would not change my condition with another man, 
without any exception or refervation at all, I am 
in reality more happy than he. 

Secondly, You of the meaner fort are fubjedt to 
fewer temptations than the rich ; and therefore 
your vices are more unpardonable. Labour fub- 
dueth your appetites to be fatisfied with comtrion 
things ; the bufinefs of your feveral callings filleth 
up your whole time ; fo that idlenefs, which is 
the bane and deftruiflion of virtue, doth not lead 
you into the neighbourhood of fin : your paffions 
are cooler, by not being inflamed with excefs, and 
therefore the gate and the way that lead to life, are 

not 
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not fo ftrait or fo narrow to you, as to thofe who 
live among all the allurements to wickednefs. To 
fenre God with the beft of your care and under- 
ftandmg, and to be juft and true in your dealings, 
is the Ihort fum of your duty, and will be the more 
ftridly required of you, becaufe nothing lieth in 
the way to divert you from it. 

Thirdly, It is plain from what I have faid, that 
you of the lower rank have no juft reafon to com- 
plain of your condition ; becaufe, as you plainly 
fee, it afFordeth you fo many advantages, and 
freeth you from fo many vexations, fo many dif- 
tempers both of body and mind, which purfue and 
torment the rich and powerful. 

Fourthly, You are to remember and apply, that 
tlie pooreft perfon is not excufed from doing good 
to others, and even relieving the wants of his dif- 
t:refled neighbour, according to his abilities ; and 
if you perform your duty in this point, you far 
outdo the greateft liberalities of the rich, and will 
accordingly be accepted of by God, and get your 
Teward : for it is our Saviour's own doftrine, 
when the widow gave her two mites. The rich 
give out of their abundance j that is to fay, what 
they give, they do not feel it in their way of 
living : but the poor man, who giveth out of his 
little ftock, muft fpare it from the necefTary food 
and raiment of himfelf and his family. And there- 
fore our Saviour adds, " That the widow gave 
^ more than all who went before her j for flie gave 
** all flie had, even all her living ;" and fo went 
kome utterly unprovided to fupply her necefiities. 

I 4 Laftly, 
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Laftly, As it appeareth from what bath been 
faid, that you of the lower rank have, in reality, 
a greater Ihare of happinefs, your work of falva- 
tion is eafier, by your being liable to fewer tempt- 
ations ; and as your reward in heaven is much 
more certain than it is to the rich, if you ferioufly 
perform your duty, for yours is the kingdom of 
heaven ; fo your negledt of it will be lefs excufable, 
will meet with fewer allowances from God, and 
will be punifhed with double ftripes : for, the moft 
unknowing among you cannot plead ignorance in 
what you havg been fo early taught, I hope, fo 
often inftru£ted in, and which is fo eafy to be un- 
derftood, I mean the art of leading a life agreeable 
to the plain and pofitive laws of God. Perhaps 
you ipay think you lie under one difadvantage, 
which the great and rich have not ; that idlenefs 
will certainly reduce you to beggary ; whereas thofe 
who abound in wealth, lie under no neceffity either 
of labour, or temperance, to keep enough to live 
on. But this is indeed one part of your happinefs, 
that the lownefs of your condition, in a manner 
forceth you to what is pleafmg to God, and necef- 
fary for your daily fupport. Thus your duty and 
intereft are always the fame. 

To conclude ; fince our bleffed Lord, inftead of 
a rich and honourable ftation in this world, was 
pleafed to choofe his lot among men of the lower 
condition ; let not thofe oii whom the bounty of 
Providence hath beftowed wealth and honours, de- 
fpife the men who are placed in an humble and 
inferipr ftation j but rather, with their utmoft power 
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l)y their countenance, by their protedion, by juft 

payment for their honeft labour, encourage their 

daily endeavours for the virtuous fuppprt of them- 

felves and their families. On the other hand, let 

the poor labour to provide things honeft in the 

fight of all men ; and fo, with diligence in their 

feveral employments, live foberly, rjghteoufly, and 

godlily in this prefent v/orld, that they may obtain 

that glorious reward promifed in the gofpel to th? 

poor, I mean the kingdom of heaven. 

Now to God the Father, S*fc, 



A 

SERMON 

O N 

THE CAUSES 

OF THE 

WRETCHED CONDITION OF IRELAND— 

PsLAM cxiiv, part of the 13th and 14th ver. 

T'bai there be no complaining in our ftreets. Happy is th^ 
people that is infucb a cafe. 

IT 18 a very melancholy reflexion, that fuch 2l^ 
country as ours, which is capable of producing--' 
all things neceflary, and moft things convenient for 
life, fuflScient for the fupport of four times the 
number of its inhabitants, fliould yet lie under the 
heavieft load of mifery and want; our ftreets 
crowded with beggars, fo many of our lower fort 
of tradefmen, labourers, and artificers, not able to 
find clothes and food for their families. 

I think it may therefore be of fome ufe to lay- 
before you the chief caufes of this wretched con- 
ditioji we are in, and then it will be eafier to af- 
fign what remedies are in our power towards re- 
moving, at leaft, fome part of thefe evils. 

For, It is ever to be lamented, that we lie under 
many difadyantages, not by our own faults, which 

are 
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are peculiar to ourfelves, and of which, no other 
nation under heaven, hath any reafon to com- 
plain. 

I fhall, therefore, firft mention fome caufes of 
our miferies, which I doubt are not to be remedied, 
until God fhall put it in the hearts of thofe who 
are the ftronger, to allow us the common rights 
and privileges of brethren, fellow-fubjefts, and 
even of mankind. 

The firft caufe of our mifery, is the intolerable 
hardfhips we lie under in every branch of trade, 
by which we are become as hewers of wood, and 
drawers of water, to our rigorous neighbours. 

The fecond caufe of our miferable ftatc is, the 
folly, the vanity, and ingratitude of thbfe vaft 
numbers, who think themfelves too good to live 
in the country which gave them birth, and ftill 
gives them bread ; and rather choofe to pafs their 
days, and confume their wealth, and draw out the 
very vitals of their mother kingdom, among thofc 
who heartily defpife them. 

Thefe I have but lightly touched on, becaufe I 
fear they are not to be redrefled, and befides, I 
am very fenfible how ready fome people are to take 
offence at the honeft truth ; and for that reafon, I 
fliall omit feveral other grievances, under which we 
are long likely to groan. 

I fhall therefore go on to relate fome other caufes 
of this nation's poverty, by which, if they con- 
tinue mueh longer, it mufl infallibly fmk to utter 
ruin. 
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The firft is, that monftrous pride and vanity in be 
fexes, efpecially the weaker fex, who, in the midft 
poverty, are fufFered to run into all kind of exper 
and extravagance in drefs, and particularly pridi: 
themfelves to wear nothing but what cometh fro 
abroad, difdaining the growth or manufadure of th< 
own country, in thofe articles with which they can 
better ferved at home at half the expence ; and tli 
is grown to fuch a height, that they will carry tl 
whole yearly rent of a good eftate at once on the 
body. And as there is in that fex a fpirit of env 
by which they cannot endure to fee others in 
better habit than themfelves, fo thofe, whofe fo: 
tunes can hardly fupport their families in the n< 
ceflaries of life, will needs vie with the richeft ac 
greateft among us, to the ruin of themfelves an 
their poftqrity. 

Neither are the men lefs guilty of this pernicioi 
folly, who, in imitation of a gaudinefs and fop 
pery of drefs, introduced of late years into ou 
neighbouring kingdom (as fools are apt to imitat 
only the defers of their betters) cannot find mate 
rials in their own country worthy to adorn thei 
bodies of clay, while their minds are naked o 
every valuable quality. 

Thus our tradefmen and ihopkeepers, who dea 
in home goods, are left in a ftarving condition, anc 
only thofe encouraged who ruin the kingdom bj 
importing among us foreign vanities. 

Another caufe of our low condition, is, oui 
great luxury ; the chief fupport of which is, the 
materials of it brought to the nation in exchange 

for 
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le few valuable things left us, whereby fo 
thoufand families want the very neceflaries 
^* 

irdly, In moft parts of this kingdom, the 
s are, from their infancy, fo given up to 
fs and floth, that they often choofe to beg or 
rather than fupport themfelves with their own 
• ; they marry without the leaft view or 
ht of being able to make any provifion for 
families ; and whereas, in all induftrious na- 
children are looked on as a help to their 
ts ; with us, for want of being early trained 
rk, they are an intolerable burden at home, 
grievous charge upon the publick ; as ap- 
h from the vaft number of ragged and naked 
en in town and country, led about by ftroling 
n, trained up in ignorance, and all manner 
e. 

lly, A great caufe of this nation's mifery, is 
Egyptian bondage of cruel, oppreffing, co- 
j landlords ; expecting that all who live under 
ftiould make bricks without ftraw, who grieve 
ivy when they fee a tenant of their own in a 
coat, or able to afford one comfortable meal 
lonth, by which the fpirits of the people are 
:i, and made fit for flavery : the farmers and 
ers, almoft through the whole kingdom, be- 
o all intents and purpofes, as real beggars^ 
^ of thofe to whom we give our charity in the 
. And thefe cruel landlords are every day 
pling the kingdom, by forbidding their mi- 
i tenants to till the earth, againft common 

reafon 
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reafon and juftice, and contrary to the praftice and 
prudence of all other nations ; by which, number- 
lefs families have been forced cither to leave the 
kingdom, or ftrole about, and increafe the number 
of our thieves and beggars. 

Such, and much worfe, is our condition at pre- 
fent, if I had leifure or liberty to lay it before 
you ; and, therefore, the next thing vrhich might 
be confidered is, whether there may be any pro- 
bable remedy found, at leaft againft fome part of 
thefe evils ; for moft of them are wholly dcf- 
perate. 

But this being too large a fubjed to benowhandled, 
and the intent of my difcourfe confining me to give 
fome diredions concerning the poor of the city, I 
fhall keep myfelf within thofe limits. It is indeed- 
in the power of the law-givers to found a fchool 
in every parifh of the kingdom, for teaching the 
meaner and poorer fort of children to fpeak and to 
read the Englifli tongue, and to provide a reafon- 
able maintenance for the teachers. This would* 
in time, abolifli that part of barbarity and igno- 
rance, for which our natives are fo defpifed by all 
foreigners ; this would bring them to think and adi 
according to the rules of reafon, by which a fpirit 
of induftry, and thrift, and honefty would be in- 
troduced among them. And, indeed, confidering 
how fmall a tax would fuffice for fuch a work, it 
is a public fcandal that fuch a thing fliould never 
have been endeavoured, or, perhaps, fo much as 
thought on. 

To 
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To fupply the want of fuch a law, feveral pious 
perfons, in many parts of this kingdom, have been 
prevailed on, by the great endeavours and good 
example fet them by the clergy, to cre£t charity- 
fchools in feveral pariflies, to which very often the 
richefl parifhioners contribute the leaft. In thefe 
fchools, children are, or ought to be, trained up to 
read and write, and call accompts ; and thefe 
children fhould, if poflible, be of honeft parents, 
gone to decay through age, ficknefs, or other un- 
avoidable calamity, by the hand of God ; not the 
brood of wicked ftrolers ; for it is by no means rea- 
fonable, that the charity of well-inclined people 
fliould be applied to encourage the lewdnefs of 
thofe profligate, abandoned women, who crowd 
our ftreets with their borrowed or fpurious ifl[ue. 

In thofe hofpitals which have good foundations 
and rents to fupport them, whereof, to the fcandal 
of Chriftianity, there are very few in this kingdom ; 
I fay, in fuch hofpitals, the children maintained 
ought to be only of decayed citizens, and freemen, 
and be bred up to good trades. But in thefe 
fmall parifh charity-fchools, which have no fupport 
but the cafual good-will of charitable people, I do 
altogether difapprove the cuftom of putting the 
children 'prentice, except to the very meaneft 
trades; othcrwife the poor honefl citizen, who is 
juft able to bring up his child, and pay a fmall 
fum of money with him to a good mafter, is 
wholly defeated, and the baftard ifTue, perhaps of 
fome beggar, preferred before him. And hence 
we come to be fo over-ftocked with 'prentices and 

journeymen^ 
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journeymen, more than our difcouraged country 
Can employ ; and I fear, the greateft part of our 
thieves, pickpockets, and other vagabonds, are of 
this number. 

Therefore, in order to make thefe parifh charity- 
fchools of great and univerfal ufe, I agree with the 
opinion of many wife perfons, that a new tura 
fliould be given to this whole matter. 

I think there is no complaint more juft than 
what we find in almoft every family, of the folly 
and ignorance, the fraud and knavery, the idlenefs 
and vicioufnefs, the wafteful fquandering temper of 
fervants ; who are, indeed, become one of the 
many public grievances of the kingdom ; whereof^ 
I believe there are few mafters that now hear me, 
who are not convinced by their own experience. 
And I am very confident, that more families, of all 
degrees, have been ruined by the corruptions of 
fervants, than by all other caufes put together. 
Neither is this to be wondered at, when we con- 
fider from what nurferies fo many of them are re- 
ceived into our houfes. The firft is the tribe of 
wicked boys, wherewith moft corners of this town 
are peftered, who haunt public doors. Thefe, 
having been born of beggars, and bred to pilfer as 
foon as they can go or fpeak, as years come on, 
are employed in the loweft offices to get themfelves 
bread, are pradlifed in all manner of villainy, and 
when they are grown up, if they are not entertain- 
ed in a gang of thieves, are forced to feek for a 
fervice. The other nurfery is the barbarous and 
defart part of the country, from whence fuch lads 

5 come 
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conie up hither to fe^k their fortunes, who are bred 
up from the dunghill in idlenefc, ignorance, lying 
and thieving. From thcfe two nurferies, I fay, 
a great number of our fervants come to us, fuffi- 
cicnt to corrupt all the reft. Thus the whole 
race of fervants in this kingdom have gotten fo ill 
a reputation, that fome perfons from England, 
come over hither into great ftadons, are faid to have 
iabfolutely refufed admitting any fervant born among 
us into their families. Neither can they be juftly 
blamed j for, although it is not impoflible to find 
an honeft native fit for a good fervice, yet the en- 
quiry is too troublelbme, and the hazard too great, 
for a ftranger to attempt. 

If we confider the many misfortunes tliat befal 
private families, it will be found that fervants are 
the caufes and inftruments of them all : are our 
goods embezzled, wafted, and deftroyed? is our 
houle burnt down to the ground ? it is by the iloth, 
the drunkennefs or the villany of fervants. Are 
we robbed and murdered in our beds ? it is by con- 
federacy with our fervants. Are we engaged in 
quarrels and mifunderftandings with our neigh- 
bours ? thefe were all begun and inflamed by the 
falie, malicious tongues of our fervants. Are 
the fecrets of our family betrayed, and evil repute 
fjprtad of us ? our fervants were the authors. Do 
falfe acculers rife up againft us? (an evil too fre- 
quent in this country) they have been tampering 
with our fervants. Do our children difcover folly, 
malice, pride, cruelty, revenge, undutifulnefs in 
their words and aftions ? are they f^duced to lewd- 

Voj.. X. K \i<d% 
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nefs or fcandalous marriages? it is all by our fer- 
vants. Nay, the very miftakes, follies, blunders^ , 
and abfurdities of thol'c in our fer\^ice, are able to™ 
ruffle and dilcompofe the mildcft nature, and are= 
often of fuch confequcnce, as to put whole families 
into confufion. 

Since therefore not only our domeftic peace and 
quiet, and the welfare of our children, but even 
the very fafety of our lives, reputations, and for- 
tunes, have fo great a dependence upon the choice 
of our fervants, I think it would well become the 
wufdom of the nation to make fome provifion in fo 
important an affair. But in the mean time, and 
perhaps to better purpofe, it were to be wifhed, 
that the children of both fexes, entertained in the 
parifh charity-fchools, were bred up in fuch a 
manner, as would give them a teachable difpofi- 
tion, and qualify them to learn whatever is re- 
quired in any fort of lervice. For inftance, they 
fliould be taught to read and write, to know fome- 
what in cafting accounts, to imderftand the prin- 
ciples of religion, to pradile cleanlinefs, to get a 
fpirit of honefty, induftry, and thrift, and be fe- 
verely puniflied for every ncglcft in any of thefe 
particulars. For, it is tlic misforLunc of mankind, 
that if they are not ufed to be taught in their 
early childhood, whereby to acquire what I call a 
teachable difpofition, they cannot, witliout great 
difficulty, learn the eaficft thing in the courfe of 
their lives, but are always aukward and unhandy; 
their minds, as well as bodies, for want of early 
pradice, growing fliff and unmanageable ; as we 

obfer\'C 
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oblcrve in the fort of gentlemen, who, kept froi 

Ixrhool by the indulgence of their parents but a fe 

years, are never able to recover the time they ha^ 

loft, and grow up in ignorance and all manner < 

vice, whereof we have too many examples all cv 

the nation. But to return to what I was fayinj 

if thefe charity-children wiere trained up in tl 

manner I mentioned, and then bound apprentic 

in tlie families of gentlemen and citizens (f 

which a late law giveth great encouragement) b 

ing accuftomed from their firft entrance to be a 

ways learning fome ufeful thing, they would lear 

in a month, more than another, without thofe a 

vantages, can do in a year; and in the mean tin 

be very ufeFul in a family, as far as their age a; 

ftrength would allow. And when fuch childr 

come to years of difcrction, tlicy will probably b( 

ufeful example to their fellow-fervants, at leaft th 

will prove a ftrong check upon the reft ; for, I fi; 

pofe, every body will allow, that one good, hont 

diligent fcrvant in a houfe, may prevent abundai 

of mifchief in the family. 

Thefe arc the reafons for which I urge this m; 

ter fo ftrongly, and I hope tlioie who liften to ] 

will confider them. 

I fhall now fay fomething about that great nu 

ber of poor, who, under the name of coiin 

beggars, infeft our ftreets,. and fiU our ears !W 

their continual crieS| 

This 1 fhall vcnturcypf "^^^Bi^necefffti 

brought upon us froi 

of proper manage 
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to prevent it. But, before I proceed farther, let 
me humbly prefume to vindicate the juftice and 
mercy of God, arid his dealings veith mankind* 
Upon this particular he hath not dealt fo hardly 
with his creatures as fbmc would imagine, when 
they fee fo many miferable objefts ready to perifh 
for want : for, it would infallibly be found, upon 
ftridt enquiry, that there is hardly one ifi twenty 
of thofe miferable obje<3:s, who do not Owe their 
prefeht poverty to their own faults, to their pfefeK 
(loth and negligencfe, to their indifcreet marriage 
without the leaft profpe(Sl of fupporting a fimily, 
to their foolifti expenfivenefs, to their drunkennef^g 
and other vices, by which they have fquandered 
their getting^, and contracted difeafes in their did 
age. And to fpeak freely, is it any way reafonablfi 
or juft, that thofe who have denied themfelvca 
many lawful fatisfadions arid convenifences of life, 
from a principle of confcience as well as prudefKiei 
that they might not be a burden to the public, flioukl 
be charged with fupporting others, who have brought 
themfelves to lefs than a morfel of bread, by thdr 
idlenefs, extravagance, and vice ? Yet fuch, aiid no 
other, are far the greatefk numbftr not only of thofe 
who beg in our ftreets, but even of what we call 
poor decayed houfe-kecpers, whom we are a|>t to 
pity as real objects of charity, and diftinguifh thm 
from common beggars, although, in truth, they 
both owe their undoing to the fame caufes ; nntf 
the former is either too riicely bred to induKe 
walking half naked in the ftreets, or too ptoud M 
own their wants. For the artificer or other tnMl€i& 

man. 
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fl^n, who pleadeth he is grown too old to work or 
look after bufinefs, and therefore expe£teth afhil^ 
asice as a decayed houfe<-keeper ; may we not aik 
him, why h^ did not take care, in his youth and 
ftreqgth of days, to make fome provifion againft 
old age» when he faw £0 many examples before 
him of people undone by their idlenefs and vicious 
cxtFavagancd ? and to go a little higher ; whence 
Cometh it that fo many citizens and ihop-keepera, 
of the moft creditable trade, who once made a 
good figure, gQ to decay by their expenfive pride 
jind vanity^ aiFe£fcing to educate ^nd drefs their 
children above their abilities^ or the flate of life 
they ought to exped ? 

However, fmce the beft of us have too many 
infirmities to anfwer for, we ought not to be fe- 
vcre upon thofe of others ; and therefore if our 
brother, through grief, or ficknefs, or other inca- 
pacity, is not j[n a condition to preferve his being, 
we ought to fupport him to the beft pf our power, 
without f nfleAing over-^ferioufly on the caufes that 
kDUght him to his mifery* But ir^ order to this, 
and to turn our ijharity intQ its proper channel, we 
iHight to cwfider who apd whf re thofe objedls are, 
whom it is chiefly ific^m^ent upon us to fupport. 

By the aneient l^w of this realm, ftill in force, 
cyery parish is obliged to maintain its own poor ; 
which although fome may think to be not very 
equal, becaufe many pariftes are very rich, and 
have few popr among them, ^nd others the contrary ; 
yet, I think, may be juftly defended : for, as to 
Femote cPMRtry pariihes in the (Jefsfft part of the 

K 3 kingdom, 
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kingdom, the neceflaries of life are there fo cheap^ 
that the infirm poor may be provided for with little 
burden to the inhabitants. But in what I am go-r 
ing to fay, I fhall confine myfelf only to this city ; 
where we are over-run not only with our own poor^ 
but with a far greater number from every part of 
the nation. Now, I fay, this evil of being encum- 
bered with fo many foreign beggars, who have 
not the Icaft title to our charity, and whom it is 
impoflible for us to fupport, may be eafily remer 
died, if the government of this city, in conjun(^o(i 
with the clergy and parifh-ofiicers, would think it 
worth their care ; and I am fure few things deferve 
it better. For, if every parifh would take a lift of 
thofe begging poor which properly belong to it^ 
and compel each of them to wear a badge, marked 
and numbered, fo as to be feen and known by all 
they meet, and confine them to beg within the 
limits of their own parifli, feverely punifhing them 
when they offend, and driving out all interlopers 
from other parifhes, we could then make a com- 
putation of their numbers ; and the ftrolers fronai 
the country being driven away, the remainder 
would not be too many for the charity of thofe 
who pafs by to maintain ; neither would any beg- 
gar, although confined to his own parifh, be hin- 
dered from receiving the charity of the whole 
town ; becaufe, in this cafe, thofe well-difpofed 
perfons who walk the ftreets, will give their cha- 
rity to fuch whom they think proper objeds, 
v\^here-ever they meet them, provided they are 
found in their own pariflxes, and wearing their 
5 badges 
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badges of diftindion. And, as to thofe parifhes 
which border upon the flcirts and fubiirbs of the 
town, where country ftrolcrs are ufed to harbour 
themfelves, they muft be forced to go back to 
their homes, when they find no body to relieve 
them, bccaule they want that mark wliich only 
gives them licence to beg. Upon this point, it 
were to be wilhed, that inferior parifli-officers had 
better encouragement given them to perform their 
duty in driving away all beggars who do not be- 
long to the parifli, inftead of conniving at thcmj 
as it is faid they do for fome fmall contribution ; 
for the whole city would fave much more by ridding 
themfelves of many hundred beggars, than they 
would lofe by giving parilh-officcrs a reafonablc 
fupport. 

It fhould feem a ftrange, unnaccountable thing, 
that thofe who have probably been reduced to want 
by riot, lewdnefs, and idlenefs, although they have 
aiTurance enough to beg alms publicly from all they 
meet, fhould yet be too proud to wear the parifli- 
badge, which would turn fo much to their ow^n 
advantage, by ridding them of fuch great numbers, 
who now intercept the grcatefl \m't of what be- 
longeth to them : yet it is certain, that there arc 
very many who publicly declare they will never 
wear thofe badges, and many others who cither 
hide or throw them away : but tlie remedy for this 
is very Ihort, eafy, and juft, by trying them like 
vagabonds and fturdy beggars, and forcibly driving 
them out of the town. 

K 4 Therefore 
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Therefore, as foon as this expedient of wearing 
badges fhall be put in pra&ice, I do earneilly ex? 
hort all thofe who hear me, never to give their alms 
to any public beggar who doth not fully comply 
with this order; by which our number of poor wil| 
be fo reduced, that it will be much eafier to pro- 
vide for the reft. Our fhop-doors will be no longer 
crowded with fo many thieves and pick-pockets, in 
beggars habits, nor our ftreets fo dangerous to thofe 
who are forced to walk in the night. 

Thus I have, with great freedom, delivered my 
thoughts upon this fubjedl:, which fo nearly con- 
cerneth us. It is certainly a bad fcheme, to any 
Chriftian country, which God hath bleffed with 
fruitfulnefa, and where the people enjoy the juft 
rights and privileges of mankind, that there fhould 
be any beggars at all. But, alas ! among us, where 
the whole nation itfelf is almoft reduced to beggary, 
by the difadvantages we lie under, and the hard- 
fhips we are forced to bear ; the lazinefs, igno- 
rance, thoughtleflnefs, fquandering temper, flavifh 
nature, and uncleanly manner of living in the poor 
popifh natives, together with the cruel oppreffions of 
their landlords, who delight to fee their vaflals in the 
duft ; I fay, that in fuch a nation, how can we 
otherwife expcfl: than to be over-run with objects 
of mifery and want ? Therefore, there can be no 
other method to free this city from fo intolerable a 
grievance, than by endeavouring, as far as in us 
lies, that the burden may be more equally divided, 

by 
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by contribijting to maintain our own poor, and 
Forcing the ftrolers and vagabonds to return to 
their feveral homes in the country, there to fmjte 
the confcience of thofe oppreflbrs who firft ftrippe4 
them of all their fubftance, 

I might here, if the time would permit, offer 
many arguments to perfuade to works of charity ; 
but you hear them fo often from the pulpit, that I 
am willing to hope you may not now want them. 
Befides, my prefent defign was only to fhew where 
your alms would be beft bellowed, to the honour 
of God, your own eafe and advantage, the fervice 
of your country, and the benefit of the poor* I 
defire you will all weigh and confider what I have 
fpoken, and, according to your feveral flations and 
abilities, endeavour to put it in practice ; and God 
give you good fuccefs. To whom, with the Son 
and Holy Ghoft, be all honour, iffc. 

The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrifl, ^c. 



SERMON 

UPON 

SLEEPING IN CHURCH, 

Acts, Chap. xx. Ver. 9. 

And there fat in the windozv a certain young man natpr^^ 
EuTYCHus, being fallen into a deep fleep\ andwhd^^ 
t^AUL was long preachings he funk down witbfieep^ aTM^ 
fell down from the third loft^ arid was taken up dead^ 

I HAVE chofen thefe words with dcfign, if pof-^ 
fiblc, to difturb fome part in this audience 0^ 
half an hour's fleep, for tlie convenience and ex- 
ercifc whereof this place, at this feafon of the day, 
is very much celebrated. 

There is indeed one mortal difadvantage to which 
all preaching is fubjedl ; that thofe, who, by the 
wickednefs of their lives, ftand in greateft needi 
have ufually the fmalleft fhare ; for either they arc 
abfent upon the account of idlenefs, or fpleen, or 
liatred to religion, or in order to doze away the 
intemperance of the week ; or, if they do come, 
they are fure to employ their minds rather any 
other way, than regarding or attending to the bu- 
ihiefs of the place. 

The 
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The accident which happened to this young 'man 
In the text, hath not been fuflScient to difcourage 
his fucc.eflbrs : But, becaufe the preachers now in 
the world, however they may exceed St. Paul in 
ifhe art of fetting men to fleep, do extremely fall 
fhort of him in the working of miracles ; therefore 
men are become fo cautious, as to choofe more fafe 
and convenient ftations and poftures for taking their 
repofe, without hazard of their perfons ; and upon 
the whole matter, choofe rather to truft their de- 
ftrudion to a miracle, than their fafety. How-» 
ever, this being not the only way by which the 
lukewarm Chriftians and fcorners of the age dis- 
cover their negledl and contempt of preaching, I 
fhall enter exprefsly into confideration of this mat* 
ter, and order my difcourfe in the fpllowing me-- 
thod; 

Firft, I fhall produce feveral inftances to (hew 
the great negleft of preaching now among 

ys, 

Secondly, I fhall reckon up fome of the ufual 
quarrels men have againfl preaching. 

Thirdly, I fhall fet forth the great evil of this 
negledt and contempt of preaching, and dif- 
cover the real caufes whence it proceedeth. 

LafUy, I fhall offer fome remedies againfl this 
great and fpreading eviL 

Firfl^ 
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firft, I ihall produce ceitidn inftanees to fk 
die great negled of preaching now among us« 

Thefe may be reduced under two heads. Fi 
men's ahfence from the fervke of ^e church ; 2 
fecondly, their mifhehaviour when they are her 

The firft inftance of men's negleft, is in tl 
frequent abfence from the church. 

*ni«re is no excuie fo trivial, that will not p 
upon fomc men's coniciences to excufe their 
tendance at the puhlic worlhip of God. Some 
fe unfortunate as to be always indifpofed on ' 
Lord's day, and think nothing fo unwholefome 
the air of a church. Others have their affairs 
^>ddly contrived, as to be always unluckily p 
▼cnted by bufinefs. With fome it is a great mt 
of wit, and deep underflanding, to (lay at home 
Sundays. Others again difcover ftrange fits of 
zinefs, that feize them, particularly on that d 
and confine them to their beds. Others are ahi 
out of mere contempt of religion. And, lafl 
there arc not a few who look upon it as a day 
refl, and therefore claim the privilege of their caf 
to keep the fabbath by eating, drinking, and fle< 
ing, after the toil and labour of the week. N 
in all this, the worfl circumftancQ is, that th 
perfons are fpch, whofe companies are mofl 
quired, and who Hand mofl in need of a pi 
fician. 

Secondly, Men's great negle£t and contempt 
preaching appear by their mifbehaviour when 
phurch. 
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If the audience were to bd ranked under ieveral 
heads, according to their behtfviour \chen the^vori 
of God is delivered, how fmall a number would 
appear of thofe who receive it as they ought ? How 
muck of die feed then fown would be found to fall 
hj the way fide, upon flony ground or among 
thorns ? and how little good ground would thenr 
be to take it ? A preacher cannot look round from 
the pulpit, without obferving, that fome are in a 
perpetual whifper, and by their air and gefhure^ 
give occafion to fufpe^ that they are in thofe very 
oiinutes defaming their neighbour. Others, have 
tteir eyes and imagination conflantly enj;aged in 
fuch a circle of objeds, perhaps to gratify the mofl 
unwarrantable defires, that they never once attend 
to the bufinefs of the place ; the found of the 
preascher^s words do not fo much as once interrupt 
them. Some have their mindi wandering among 
idle, wt)rldly, or vicious thot^hts. Some lie at 
catch to ridicule whatever they hear, and with 
much wit and humour provide a flock of laughter, 
by fumifhlng themfelves from the pulpit. But, of 
all mifbehaviour, none is comparable to that of 
thofe who come here to fleep; opium is not fo 
ftttpifying to many perfons as an afternoon fermon. - 
Perpcftyal cuftom hath fo brought it about, that the 
WwdiB, of whatever preacher, become only a fort 
of tinifoitn found at a diflancc, than which no- 
thing is more effectual to lull the fenfes. For that 
it i^ tiue very found of the fermon which bindeth 
up their faculties^ is inanifeft from hence, becaufe 
they aU aw»fae ib very regularly as foon as it ceafetii^ 
4 and 
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and With much devotion receive the bleflinj 
dozed and befotted with indecencies I am afhame 
to repeat. 

I proceed, Secondly, to feckon up feme of tl 
ufual quarrels men have againft preaching, and t 
fliew the unreafonablenefs of them* 

Such unwarrantable- demeanor as I have de 
fcribed, among Chriftians, in the houfe of God, i 
a folemn aflembly, while their faith and duty ai 
explained and delivered, have put thofe who a: 
guilty^ upon inventing fome excufes to extenua 
their fault: This they do by turning the blan 
either upon the particular preacher, or upon pread 
ing in general. Firft, they objeft againft the pa 
ticular preacher; his manner, his delivery, 1: 
voice are difagreeable ; his ftyle and expreffion a 
flat and low ; fometimes improper and abfurd ; tl 
matter is heavy, trivial, and infipid; fometira 
defpicable, and perfectly ridiculous; or elfe, ( 
the other fide, he runs up into unintelligible fpeci 
lation, empty notions, and abftraded flights, ; 
clad in words above ufual underftandings. 

Secondly, They object againft preaching in g 
neral ; it is a perfect road of talk ; they know i 
ready whatever can be faid ; they have heard t 
fame a hundred times over. They quarrel tl 
preachers do not relieve an old beaten fubjedt wi 
wit and invention ; and that now the art is loft 
moving men's paflions, fo common among the a 
cient orators of Greece and Rome. Thefe, a 
the like objedions, are frequently in the mouths 
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men who defpife the fooliflincfs of preaching. But 
let us examine the reafonablenefs of them. 

The doftrine delivered by all preachers is the 
fame : " So we preach, and fo ye believe :'' But 
the manner of delivering is fuited to the fkill and 
abiUries of each, which differ in preachers, juft as 
in the reft of mankind. However, in perfonal 
diflikes of a partici^ar preacher, are thefe men fure 
they are always -in the right ? do they confider how 
mixed a thing is every audience, whofe tafte and 
judgment differ, perhaps, every day, not only from 
each other, but themfelves ? and how to calculate 
a difcourfe that Ihall exactly fuit them all, is be- 
yond the force and reach of human reafon, know- 
ledge, or invention. Wit and eloquence are 
ihining qualities, that God hath imparted, in great 
degrees, to very few; nor any more to be ex- 
peGed, in the generality of any rank among men, 
than riches and honour. But farther : If preach- 
ing in general be all old and beaten, and that they 
are already fo well acquainted with it, more fhame 
and guilt to them who fo little edify by it. But, 
thefe men, whofe ears are fo delicate as not to 
endure a plain difcourfe of religion, who expeft 
a conflant fupply of wit and eloquence on a fub- 
jeft handled fo many thoufand times ; what w^ill 
they fay when we turn the objedlion upon them- 
'^'ves, who with all the lewd and prophane li- 
'^erty of difcourfe they take, upon fomany thou- 
sand fubjeds, are fo dull as to furnifh nothing but 
tedious repetitions, and little paultry, naufeous 
Common-places, fo vulgar, fo worn, or fo obvious, 

as. 



144 ASERMOi^UPOi^ 

as^ upon any other occdion^ but that of advaii 
vice, -would be hooted off the ftage ? Nor, la 
are pareachers juftly blamed for negleding hu 
or^jtoty to move the paffion^, which is not the 
finefs of a Chxiftlan orator, whofe office it is 4 
to work upon faith and reafon* All other 
quence hath been a perfefl: cheat, to ftir up m 
paflions againft truth and juflice, for the fervi< 
a fa£tion ; to put falfe colours upon things, an( 
an amufement of agreeable words^ make the w 
reafon appear to be the better. This is certa 
not to be allowed in Chriflian eloquence, ; 
therefore, St. Paul took quite the other cou 
he " came not with excellency of words, or 
*' ticing fpeech erf men's wifdom, but in plain 
*' dence of the fpirit and power/' And perhaj 
was for that reafon, the yout^ man Eutyc 
ufed to iht Grecian eloquence, grew tired, and 
fo faft afleep. 

I go on. Thirdly, to fet forth the great evi 
this negled and fcorn of preaching, aiad todi&c 
the real cauies whence it proceedeth. 

I think it is obvious, that thi^ negle£fc 
preaching hath very much occa£ooed the g 
decay of religion among ns. To this may be 
puted no fmall part of that <iontempt ibme i 
beflow on the clergy j for, whoever talk^h with 
being regarded, is fure to be defpifed. To thk 
owe, in a great meaiure, the fpreading of athc 
and infidelity among us; for, religiofl, like 
other things, is iboneft put out of G&um^xMUGuse 

b( 
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being ridiculed. The fcorn of preaching might 
perhaps have been at firft introduced by men of 
nice ears and refined tafte ; but it is now become a 
fpreading evil, through all degrees, and both fexesj 
for, fince fleeping, talking, and laughing, are qua- 
Hues fufiicient to furnifli out a critick, the meaneft 
and moft ignorant have fet up a title, and fucceeded 
in it as well as their betters. Thus arc the laft ef- 
, fcrts of reforming mankind rendered wholely ufe- 
le&: " How fhall they hear," faith the apoftle, 
•* without a preacher ?" But, if they have a 
preacher, and make it a point of wit or breeding, 
not to hear him, what remedy is left ? To this nc- 
glcd of preaching, we may alfo entirely impute 
that grofs ignorance among us in the very principles 
of religion, which it is amazing to find in perfons 
who very much value their own knowledge and 
nnderftanding in other things ; yet it is a vifible, 
incxcufable ignorance, even in the meaneft among 
% confidering the many advantages they have of 
learning their duty. And it hath been the great 
^ encouragement to all manner of vice : For, in vain 
We preach down fin to a people, " whofe heans are 
** waxed grofs, whofe ears are dull of hearing, 
** and whofe eyes are clofed." Therefore Chrift 
himfelf, in his difcourfes, frequently roufeth up 
the attention of the multitude, and of his difciples 
themfelves, with this expreflion, " He that hath 
** carg to hear, let him hear." But, among all 
neglefts of preaching, none is fo fatal as that of 
flecping in the houfe of God ; a fcorner may liften 
Vol. X. L to 
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to truth and rcafon, and in time grow ferious ; an; 
unbeliever may feel the pangs of a guilty con- 
fcience ; one whofe thoughts or eyes wander among 
other objedls, may, by a lucky word, be called 
back to attention : But the fleeper fliuts up all ave- 
nues to his foul : He is " like the deaf adder, that 
** hearkeneth not to the voice of the charmer, charra 
** he never fo wifely.'' And we may preach with 
as good fucceis to the grave that is under his 
feet. 

But the great evil of this negled will farther yet 
appear, from confidering the real caufes whence it 
proceedeth ; whereof, the firft, I take to be an evil 
confcience. Many men come to church to fave or 
gain a reputation, or becaufe they will not be fm- 
giilar, but comply with an eftabliflied cuftom ; yet, 
all the while, they are loaded with the guilt of old 
rooted fins. Thefe men can expert to hear of no- 
thing but terrors and threatenings, their fins laid 
open in true colours, and eternal mifery the re- 
w^ard of them ; therefore, no wonder they ftop 
their ears, and divert their thoughts^ and feek 
any amufement rather than ftir the hell within 
them. 

Another caufe of this negledt is, a heart fet upoi> 
worldly tilings. Men whofe minds are much en- 
flaved to earthly affairs all the week, cannot dif- 
engage or break the chain of their thoughts fo fud- 
denly, as to apply to a difcourfe that is wholly fo- 
reign to what they have moft at heart. Tell a 
ufurer of charity^ and mercy, and reftitution, you 

talk 
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Ulk to the deaf; his heart and foul, with all his 
fenfes, are got among his bags, or he is gravely 
afleep, and dreaming of a mortgage. Tell a man 
of bufinefs, that the cares of the world choak the 
good feed ; that we muft not encumber ourfelves 
vnih much ferving ; that the falvation of his foul 
is the one thing neceffary: You fee, indeed, the 
fliape of a man before you, but his faculties are all 
gone off among clients and papers, thinking how 
to defend a bad caufe, or find flaws in a good one j 
or he weareth out the time in drowfy nods. 

A third caufe of the great negledl and fcorn of 
preaching, arifeth from the pradice of men who 
ftt up to decry and difparage religion ; thefe, be- 
ing zealous to promote infidelity and vice, learn a 
^ote of buffoonry, that ferveth all occafions, and 
J^efutes the flrongeft arguments for piety and good- 
manners. Thefe have a fet of ridicule calculated 
for all fermons, and all preachers, and can be ex- 
tremely witty as often as they pleafe upon the fame 
fund. 

Let me now, in the lafl place, offer fome reme- 
dies againfl this great evil. 

It will be one remedy againft the contempt of 
preaching, rightly to confider the end for which it 
was defigned. There are many who place abund- 
ance of merits in going to church, although it be 
with no other profpe£t but that of being well en- 
tertained, wherein if they happen to fail, they 
return wholly difappointed. Hence it is become 
an impertinent vein among people of all forts to 

L 2 hunt 
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ffunt after Xvhat they call a good fermon, as if ic 
were a matter of paftime and divcrfion. Our bu- 
finefs, alas ! is cjuite another thing, either to learn, 
or, at leaft, be reminded of our duty ; to a:ppl)r 
the do<arines delivered, compare the rales we 
hear, with our lives and anions, and find Wherein 
we have tranfgreffed. Thefe are the dilpofitions 
men fhbuld bring into the houfe of God, and then 
they will be little concerned about the preacher's 
wit or eloquence, nor be curious to enquire out 
his faults or infirmities, but confider how to corred 
their own. 

Another remedy againft the contempt of preach-^ 
ing is, that men wQuld confider, whether it be not 
reafonable to give more allowance for the difierenC 
abilities of preachers, than they lifually do ; refine- 
ments of ftile, and flights of wit, as they are not 
properly the bufinefs of any preacher, fo they can- 
not poffibly be the talents of all. In moft other 
difcourfes, men are fatisfied with fober fenfe and 
plain reafon ; and, as underflandings ufually go, 
even that is not over frequent. Then why they 
fliould be fo over nice in expectation of eloquence, 
where it is neither neceffary or convenient^ is hard 
to imagine. 

Laftly, The fcorners of preaching Would do Well 
to confider, that this talent of ridicule, they value 
fo much, is a perfedion very eafily acquired, and 
applied to all things whatfoever ; neither is any 
thing »t all the worfe, becaufe it is capable of bc- 
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ing perverted to burlpfque : Perhaps it may be tne 
more j^erkd upon that fcore ; fince we know^ the 
moft celebrated pieces have been thus treated with 
greateft fuccefs« It is in any man's power to fup- 
pofe a fool's cap on the wiieft head, and then 
laugh at his own fuppofition. I think there are 
[ pot many things cheaper than fuppofing and laugh- 
ing; and if the uniting thefe two talents can bring 
a thing into contempt, it is hard tp know where it 
Way end. 

To conclude. Thefe confiderations may, per- 
haps, have fome efFeft while men are awake j but 
^^hat arguments fhall we ufe to the fleeper ? what 
Methods fhall we take to hold open his eyes ? will 
l^e be moved by confiderations of common civi- 
lity ? We know it is reckoned a point of very bad 
banners to fleep in private company, when, per- 
haps, the tedious impertinence of many talkers 
^ould render it at leaft as excufable as at the dul- 
Icft iermon. Do they think it a fmall thing to 
watch four hours at a play, where all virtue and 
religion are openly reviled; and can they not watch 
one half hour to hear them defended ? is this to 
deal like a judge (I mean like a good judge) to 
liften on one fide of the caufc, and fleep on the 
other ? I Ihall add but one word more : That this 
indecent floth is very much owing to that luxury 
and cxcefs"'men ufually pra£tife upon this day, by 
v^hich half the fervice thereof is turned to fin ; 
men dividing the time between God and their 

L 3 bellies. 
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bellies, when, after a gluttonous meal, their fcnfe^ 
dozed and ftupified, they retire to God's houfe to 
fleep out the afternoon. Surely, brethren, thefe 
things ought not fo to be. 

** He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. And 
" God give us all grace to hear and receive his 
^* holy word to the falvation of our own fouls, 
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TtV wifdcm cf this world is foolijhnefs with God. 

IT is remarkable, that about the time of our Sa- 
viour's coming into the world, all kinds of 
learning flourifhed to a very great degree ; info- 
much that nothing is more frequent in the mouths . 
of many men, even fuch who pretend to read and 
to know, than an extravagant praife and opinion 
of the wifdom and virtue of the Gentile fages of 
thofe days, and likewife of thofe ancient philo- 
fophers who went before them, whofe do<a:rines 
are left upon record, either by themfelves, or 
other writers. As far as this may be taken for 
granted, it may be faid, that the Providence of God 
brought this about for feveral very wife ends and 
purpofes : for it is certain, that thefe philofophers 
had been a long time before, fearching out where 
to fix the true happinefs of man ; and not being 
able to agree upon any certainty about it, tliey 
could not pofTibly but conclude, if they judged im- 
partially, that all their inquiries were, in the end, 
but vain and fruitlefs : the confequence of which 
muft be, not only an acknowledgement of the 
weaknefs of all human wifdom, but likewife an 
open paffage hereby made, for letting in thofe 

L 4 \^^'^\XV5. 
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beams of light, which the glorious funfhine 
Gofpel then brought into the world, by re 
thofe hidden truths, which they had fo long 
been labouring to difcover, and fixing the ; 
happinefs of mankind, beyond all controvei 
difpute. And therefore, the Providence o 
wifely fufFered men of deep genius and k 
then to arife, who fliould fearch into the t 
the Gofpel now made known, and canvafs i 
trines with all the fubtilty and knowledg 
were matters of, and in the end freely ac 
ledge, that to be the true wifdom only, " 
*' Cometh from above/* 

However, to make a farther inquiry ir 
truth of this obfervation, I doubt not but i 
reafon to think, that a great many of thofe 
miums given to ancient, philofophers, are 
upon truft, and by a fort of men, who are n< 
likely to be at the pains of an inquiry, that 
employ fo much time and thinking, F< 
ufual ends why men afFe£t this kind of dil 
appear generally to be either out of oftei 
that they may pafs upon the world for per 
great knowledge and obfervation; or, v 
wprfe, there are fome who highly exalt tl 
dom of thofe Gentile fages, thereby obliq 
glance at, and traduce Divine Revelation, an 
efpecially that of the Gofpel ; for the confe 
they would have us draw, is this : That fine 
ancient philofophers rofe to a greater pitch i 
dom and virtue, than was ever known 
Chriftians, and all this purely upon the ftrej 
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Aeir own reafon, and liberty of thinking, there- 
fore it inuft follow, that either all Revelation is 
falfe, or, what is worfe, that it has depraved the 
nature of man, and left him worfe than it found 
him. 

But this high opinion of Heathen wifdom, is 
iiot very ancient in the world, nor at all counte- 
nanced from primitive times. Our Saviour had 
but a low efteem of it, as appears by his treatmenf: 
of the Pharifees and Saducees, who followed the 
^oftrines of Platp and Epicurus. St, Paul likewife, 
who was well verfed in all the Grecian literature, 
feems very much to deljpife their philofophy, as we 
find in his writings ; cautioning the Coloflians to 
• beware left any man Ipoil them through philo- 
•^ fophy and vain deceit.'* And in another place, 
be advifes Timothy to " avoid prophane and vain 
** Ijabblings, and oppofitions of fcience falfely fo 
** called ;" that is, npt to introduce into the Chrif- 
tian doftrine the janglings of thofe vain philofo-^ 
phers, which they would pafs upoq tl^e world for 
fcience. And the reafons he gives are, firft. That 
thofe who profefled them did err concerning the 
feith: fecondly, Becaufe the knowledge of them 
did encreafe ungodlinels, vain babblings, being 
otl^erwife expounded vanities, or empty founds ; 
that is, tedious difputes about words, which the 
philofophers were always fo full of, and which 
Kere the natural produdt of difputes and diflentions 
ijetween feveral fedls. 

J^either had the primitive Fathers any great or 
sood opinion of the Heathen philofophy, as it ^s 

manifeft 
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manifeft from feveral paflages in their writi 
that this vein of afFefting to raife the reput 
thofe fages fo high, is a mode and a vice 
yefterday, affumed chiefly, as I have faid, 
parage revealed knowledge, ^nd the confe 
of it among us. 

Now, becaufe this is a prejudice which n 
vjul with fome perfons, fo far as to leflcn 
fluence of the Gofpel ; and whereas, th 
this is an opinion which men of educat 
likely to be encountered with, when the 
produced themfdves into the world ;. I fhall 
vour to (hew that their preference of Hcatl 
dom and virtue, before that of the Chri 
^very way unjuft, and grounded upon ig 
or miftake : in order to which, I fhall 
four things. 

Firff,* I fhall produce certain points, 
the wifdom and virtue of all unrevealed ph: 
in general fell fhort, and was very imperfe 

Secondly, I fhall fhew, in feveral ii 
where fome of the moll renowned phiL 
have been grofsly defedtive in their lefl!bns 
rality. 

Thirdly, I fhall prove the perfedion qf ( 
wifdom, from the proper charadlers and n 
it. 

Laflly, I fhall fhew that the great exai 
wifdom and virtue, among the Heathen w 
were produced by perfonal merit, and 
flnenced by the dodrine of any fed ; wh( 
Chriftianity, it is quite the contrary. 
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Firft, I fhall produce certain points, wherein the 
vrifdom and virtue of all unrevealed philofophy, ia 
general fell fhort, and was very imperfedt. 

My defign is, to perfuade men, that Chriftian 
philofophy is in all tilings preferable to Heathen 
wifdom ; from which, or its profcflbrs, I fliall 
however have no occafion to detradl. They were 
as wife, and as good, as it was poflible for them 
to be under fuch difadvantages, and would have 
probably been infinitely more fo, with fuch aids as 
we enjoy : but our leflbns are certainly much bet- 
ter, however our praflices may fall (hort. 

The firft point I fliall mention, is, that univerfal 
defeft which was in all their fchemes, that they 
could not agree about their chief good, or wherein 
to place the happinefs of mankind ; nor had any 
of them a tolerable anfwer upon this difficulty, to 
iatirfy a reafonable perfon. For, to fay, as the 
moft plaufible of them did, " that happinefs con- 
^ fifted in virtue," was but vain babbling, and a 
mere found of words, to amufe others and them- 
felves \ becaufe they were not agreed what this 
wtue was, or wherein it did confifl; and like- 
wjfe, becaufe feveral among the heft of them 
taught quite different tilings, placing happinefs in 
health or good fortune, in riches or in honour, 
where all were agreed that virtue was not, as I 
fhall have occafion to fliew, when I fpeak of their 
particular tenets. 

The fecond great defeat in the Gentile philo- 
fophy, was, that it wanted fome fuitable reward, 
proportioned to the better Impart of man, his mind. 
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and fruitlefs, which indeed it was, upon un 
vealed principles ; and thofe who ventured to ( 
gage too far, fell into incoherence and confufioi 

Fourthly, Thofe among them who had the jufl 
conceptions of a Divine powerj and did alfo adi 
a Providence, had no notion at all of entirely : 
lying and depending upon either ; they trufted 
themfelves for all things : but, as for a truft or ( 
pendance upon God, they would not have und 
ftood the phrafe ; it made no part of the proph; 
ftyle. 

Therefore it was, that in all iflues and eve 
which they could not reconcile to their own fei 
ments of reafon and juftice, they were quite t 
concerted : they had no retreat ; but, upon ev 
blow of adverfe fortune, cither affeded to be 
different, or grew fuUen and fevere, or elfe yiel 
and funk like other men. 

Having now produced certain points, wlie] 
the wifdom and virtue of all unrevealed philofo] 
fell fhort, and was very imperfedl ; I go on, 
the fecond place, to fliew, in feveral inflan 
where fome of the moft renowned philofopl 
have been grofsly defedtive in their leflbns of i 
rality. 

Thales, the founder of the Ionic fedl, fo c 
brated for morality, being alked how a man m 
bear ill-fortune with greateft eafe, anfwered, ** 
" feeing his enemies in a worfe condition." 
anfwer truly barbarous, unworthy of human 
tare, and which included fuch confequencea 
mull dcftroy all fociety from the world. 

5 S( 
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Solon lamenting the death of a fon, one told 
him, " You lament in vain/' ** Therefore (faid 
*' he) I lament, becaufe it is in vain.'* This was 
a plain confeiGon how imperfedt all his philofophy 
was, and that fomcthing was ftill wanting. He 
owned that all his wifdom and morals were ufelefs 
and this upon one of the moft frequent accidents 
in life. How much better could he have learned 
to fupport himfelf even from David, by his entire 
dependence upon God ; and that, before our Sa- 
viour had advanced the notions of religion, to the 
f height and perfedion, wherewith he hath in- 
ftruded his difciples ! 

Plato himfelf, with all his refinements, placed 
Aappinefs in wifdom, health, good-fortune, ho- 
nour, and riches ; and held that they who en- 
joyed all thefe were perfedlly happy: which opi- 
nion was indeed unworthy its owner, leaving the 
"wife and good man, wholly at the mercy ctf un- 
certain chance, and to be miferable without re- 
fource. 

His fcholar Ariftotle fell more grofsly into the 
(ame notion, and plainly affirmed : *' That virtue, 
** without the goods of fortune, was not fufficient 
" for happinefs, but that a wife man muft be mi- 
" ferable in poverty and ficknefs." Nay, Diogenes 
himfelf from whole pride and Angularity one would 
have looked for other notions, delivered it as his 
opinion, ^^ That a poor old man was the moft 
^ miferable thing in life." 

Zeno alfo and his followers fell into many ab- 
furdicies, among which nothing could be greater 

than 
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than that of maintaining all crimes to be equal ; 
which, inftead of making vice hateful, rendered it 
as a thing indifferent and familiar to all men. 

Laftly, Epicurus had no notion of juftice, but as 
it was profitable; and his placing happincfs ir 
pleafure, with all the advantages he could expounc 
it by, was liable to very great exception : for^ al- 
though he taught that pleafure did confift in vir- 
tue, yet he did not any way fix or afcertain th< 
boundaries of virtue, as he ought to have done 
by which means he mifled his followers into th< 
greateft vices, making their names to become 
odious and fcandalous, even in the Heathen world 

I have produced thefe few inftances from a grea" 
many others, to fhew the imperfedlion of Heather 
philofophy, wherein I have confined myfelf whoU) 
to their morality. And furely we may pronounce 
upon it in the words of St. James, that " ThL 
*' wifdom defcended not from above, but wa 
" earthly and fenfual." What if I had producec 
their abfurd notions about God and the foul ? I 
would then have completed the charadtcr given i 
by that Apoftle, and appeared to have been devilifl 
too. But it is eafy to obferve, from the nature o: 
thefe few particulars, that their defeds in morals 
were purely the flagging and fainting of the mind 
for want of a fupport by revelation from God. 

I proceed, therefore, in the third place, to £hc¥i 
the perfedion of Chriftian wifdom from above: 
and 1 (hall endeavour to make it appear, fron 
jthofe proper chara&ers and marks of it, by tfai 

ApofUt 
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Apoftle beforementioned, in the third chapter, 
and 15th, 1 6th, and 17th verfes. 

The words run thus : 

" This wifdom defcendeth not from above ; but 
** is earthly, fenfual, dcvilifh. 

" For where envying and ftrife is, there is con- 
*' fufion, and every evil work. 

" But the wifdom that is from above, is firft 
•' pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be en- 
" treated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
" partiality, and without hypocrify." 

" The wifdom from above is firft pure.** This 
purity of the mind and fpirit is peculiar to the 
Gofpel. Our Saviour fays, *' Blefled are the pure 
" in heart, for they fhall fee God/' A mind free 
from all pollution of lufts fhall have a daily vifion 
of God, whereof unrevealed religion can form no 
notion. This is it that keeps us unfpotted from the 
world ; and hereby many have been prevailed upon 
to live in the practice of all purity, holinefs, and 
righteoufnefs, far beyond the examples of the moft 
celebrated philofophers. 

It is " peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be en- 
** treated." The Chriftian dodlrine teacheth us all 
thofe difpofitions that make us affable and cour- 
teous, gentle and kind, without any morofe leaven 
of pride or vanity, which entered into the compo- 
fition of moft Heathen fchemes : fo we are taught 
to be meek and lowly. Our Saviour*s laft legacy 
was Peace ; and he commands us to forgive our 
offending brother unto feventy times fevcn. Chriftr 
ian wifdom is full of mercy and good works, 

Vol. X. M U'a.cIv\v\^ 
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teaching the height of all moral virtues, of vilact^ 
the Heathens fall infinitely fhort. Plato indeed 
(and it is worth obferving) has foraewhere a dia^-" 
logue, or part of one, about forgiving our enemies, 
which was perhaps the higheft ftrjain ever reached 
by man, without divine afliftance ; yet how little 
is that to what our Saviour commands us ! " To 
*' love them that hate us ; to blefs them that curf(^ 
** us; and to do good to them that deljpitefuD^ 
" ufe us/' 

Chriftian wifdom is without partiality ; it is not: 
calculated for this or that nation or people, but the" 
whole race of mankind : not fo the philofophJcal 
fchemes, which were narrow and confined, adapted 
to their peculiar towns, governments, or fe£l$^ 
but, ** in every nation, he that feareth God^ andl. 
*' worketh righteoufnefs, is accepted with him/* 

Laftly, It is without hypocrify : it appears to he 
what it really is ; it is all of a piece. By the doc- 
trines of the Gofpel, we are fo far from being al— ' 
lowed to publifli to the world thofe virtues we have 
not,^ that we are commanded to hide even froin 
ourfelves thofe we reallr have, and not to let our 
right hand know what our left hand does; unlike,. 
feveral branches of the Heathen wifdom, which 
pretended to teach infenfibility and indifference 
magnanimity and contempt of life, while, at tha 
fapie time, in odier parts, it belied its own doc- 
trines. 

I come now, in the laft place, to fliew that tht 
great examples of wifdom and virtue, among the 
Grecian fages, were produced by perfonal merit, 

and 
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and not influenced by the dodrine of any parti- 
cular fedt ; whereas, in Chriftianity, it is quite the 
cwftrary. 

The two virtues moft celebrated by antient mo- 
lalifts, were, Fortitude and Temperance, as relat- 
ing to the government of man in his private capa- 
dty, to which their fchemes were generally ad- 
drefled and confined ; and the two inftances wherein 
thofe virtues arrived at the greateft height, were 
Socrates and Cato. But neither thofe, nor any 
other virtues polfefTed by thefe two, were at all 
cwnng to any lelFons or dodlrines of a fedl. For 
Socrates himfelf was of none at all : and although 
Cato was called a Stoic, it was more from a re- 
femblance of manners in his word qualities, than 
that he avowed himfelf one of their difciples. The 
&mc may be affirmed of many other great men of 
antiquity. Whence I infer, that thofe who were 
renowned for virtue among them, were more 
obliged to the good natural difpofitions of their own 
minds, than to the dodtrines of any fedl they pre- 
tended to follow. 

On the other fide, as the examples of fortitude 
and patience among the primitive Chriftians, have 
been infinitely greater and more numerous, fo they 
^cre altogether the produdl of their principles and 
doftrine ; and were fuch as the fame perfons, with- 
out thofe aids, would never have arrived to. Of 
this truth moft of the apoftles, with many thou- 
fand martyrs, are a cloud of witnefles beyond ex- 
ception. Having therefore Ipoken fo largely upon 

M 2 the 
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the former heads, I fhall dwell no longer upor 
this. 

And, if it fhould here be objeded. Why does 
not Chriftianity ftill produce the fame effeds ? it is 
cafy to anfwer, Firft, That although the number ol 
pretended Chriftians be great, yet that of true be- 
Jievers, in proportion to the other, was never fc 
fmall ; and it is a true lively faith alone, that, by 
the afliftance of God's grace, can influence oui 
prad:ice# 

Secondly, We may anfwer, that Chriftianity it- 
fclf has very much fufFered, by being blended up 
with Gentile philofophy. The Platonic fyftera. 
lirft taken into religion, was thought to have giver 
n[vatter for fome early herefies in the church 
When difputes began to arife, the Peripatetic form- 
were introduced by Scotus, as beft fitted for con- 
troverfy. And, however this may now have be- 
come neceflary, it was furely the author of a liti 
gious vein, which has fince occafioned very per 
nicious confequences, ftopt the progrefs of Chrift: 
ianity, and been a great promoter of vice, verify 
ing that fentence given by St. James, and mer 
tioned before, " Where envying and ftrife is, theJ 
" is confufion, and every evil work.'' This wa 
the fatal ftop to the Grecians, in their progreiS 
both of arts and arms: their wife men were divided 
imder feveral feds, and their governments under 
feveral commonwealths, all in oppofition to each 
other ; which engaged them in eternal quarrels 
among themfelves, while they fhould have been 
armed againft the common eneiliy. And I wifh 



A S E R M O N. 165 

we had no other examples, from the like caufes, 

lefs foreign or antient than that. Diogenes faid, 

Socrates was a madman ; the difciples of Zopo and 

Epicurus, nay of Plato and Ariftotle, were engaged 

in fierce difputes about the moft infignificant trifles. 

And if thift be the prefent language and pradice 

among us Chriftians, no wonder that Chriftianity 

does not ftill produce the fame efFedts which it did 

at firft, when it was received and embraced in its 

Utttiofl purity and perfedtion : for fuch a wifdom 

M this cannot " defcend from above ;" but muft be 

" earthly, fenfual, devilifli ; full of confufion and 

every evil work ;" whereas " the wifdom fron^ 

above, is firft pure, then peaceable, gentle, and 

^ cafy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 

fruits, without partiality, and without hypo- 

crify." Tliis is the true heavenly wifdom, which 

Qhrifttanity only can boaft of, and which the 

Sreateft of the Heathen wife men could never ar- 

*itvje at 

Now to God the Father, ^c. ^c. 
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DOING GOOD; 

A 

SERMON, 

ON THE 

OCCASION OF WOOD'S PROJECT 

Written in MDCCXXIV. 

Galatians vL io. 

Jh %ve have therefore opportunity j let us do good unto i 

men. 

NATURE direds every one of us, and G< 
permits us, to confiilt our own private goo 
before the private good of any other perfon wha 
foever. We are, indeed, commanded to love o 
neighbour as ourfelves, but not as well as ourfelvc 
The love we have for ourfelves, is to be the pa 
tern of that love we ought to have towards oi 
neighbour; but, as the copy doth not equal tl 
original, fo my neighbour cannot think it hard, 
I prefer myfelf, who am the original, before hii 
who is only the copy. Thus, if any matter equal 
concern the life, the reputation, the profit of n 
neighbour, and my own ; the law of nature, whi 
is the law of God, obligeth me to take care of m* 
felf firA, and afterwaxds of him. And this I na 

n 
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i^ot be at much pains in perfuading you to ; for 
the want of felf-love, with regard to things of this 
vrorid, is not among the faults of mankind. But 
then, on the other fide, if, by a fniall hurt and 
lols to myfelf, I can procure a great good to my 
neighbour, in that cafe his intereft is to be pre- 
ferred. For example, if I can be fure of faving his 
life, without great danger to my own ; if I can 
preferve him from being undone, without ruining 
inyfelf ; or recover his reputation, without blading 
nriinc ; all this I am obliged to do : and, if 1 fin- 
cerely perform it, I do then obey the command of 
God, in loving my neighbour as myfelf. 

But, befide this love we owe to every man in 
his particular capacity under the title of our neigh- 
bour, there is yet a duty of a more large extenfive 
nature incumbent on us; which is, our love to 
40ur neighbour in his public capacity, as he is a 
member of that great body the commonwealth, 
under the fame government with ourfelves ; and this 
is ufually called love of the publick, and is a duty to 
which we are more ftriftly obliged than evtn that 
of loving ourfelves ; becaufe therein ourfelves arc 
alfo contained, as well as all our neighbours, in 
one great body. This love of the publick, or of 
the commonwealth, or love of our countr)% was 
in ancient times properly known by the name of 
virtue, becaufe it Was the greateft of all virtues^ 
and was fuppofed to contain all virtues in it : and 
many great examples of this virtue are left to 
w on record, fcarcely to be believed, or even con- 

M 4 ceived, 
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ceived, in fuch a bafe, corrupted, wicked age as 
this we live in. In thofe times, it was common 
for men to facrifice their lives for the good of their 
country, although they had neither hope nor belief 
of future rewards ; whereas, in our days, very few 
make the leaft fcruple of facrificing a whole nation, 
as well as their own fouls, for a little prefent gain ; 
which often hath been known to end in their own 
ruin in this world, as it certainly muft in that to 
come. 

Have we not feen men, for the fake of fome 
petty employment, give up the very natural rights 
and liberties of their country, and of mankind, in 
the ruin of which themfelves muft at laft be in- 
volved! Are not thefe corruptions gotten among 
the meaneft of our people, who, for a piece of 
money, will give their votes at a venture, for the 
difpofal of their own lives and fortunes, without 
confidering whether it be to thofe who are moft 
likely to betray or defend them ? But, if I were to 
produce only one inftance of a hundred, wherein 
we fail in this duty of loving our country, it would 
be an cndlefs labour j and therefore I fhall not at- 
tempt it. 

But here I would not be mifunderftood : by 
the love of our country, I do not mean loyalty to 
our king, for that is a duty of another nature ; and 
a man may be very loyal, in the common fenfe of 
the word, without one grain of public good at his 
heart. Witnefs this very kingdom we live in. I 
verily believe, that fmce the beginning of the 

world. 
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world, no nation upon earth ever fliewed (all cir- 
cumftances confidered) fuch high conftant marks 
of loyalty, in all their actions and behaviour, as 
we have done': and at the fame time, no people 
ever appeared more utterly void of what is called 
a Public Spirit. When I fay the people, I mean 
the bulk or mafs of the people j for I have nothing 
to do with thofe in power. 

Therefore I fhall think my time not ill fpent, if 
I can perfuade moft or all of you who hear me, to 
fhew the love you have for your country, by en- 
deavouring, in your feveral ftations, to do all the 
public good you are able. For I am certainly per- 
fuaded, that all our misfortunes arife from no other 
original caufe, than that general difregard among 
us to the public welfare. 

I therefore undertake to fhew you three things : 

firft, That there are few people fo weak or mean^ 

who have it not fometimes in their power to 

be ufeful to the publick. 
^^condly, That it is often in the power of the 

meaneft among mankind to do mifchief to the 

publick. 
^Vrid, laftly. That all wilful injuries done to the 

publick, are very great and aggravated fins in 

the fight of God. 

Erfl, There are few people fo weak or mean, 
^lo have it not fometimes in their power to be 
^cful to the publick. 

Solomoa 
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Solomon tells us of a poor wife man, who fav 
a city by his counfel. It hath often happened tl 
a private fokUer, by fome unexpected brave a 
tempt, hath been inftrumental in obtaining a grc 
vidory. How many obfcure men have been ai 
thors of very ufeful inventions, whereof the wot 
now reaps the benefit ! The very example of h 
nefty and induftry in a poor tradefman, will fom 
times fpread through a neighbourhood, when othc 
fee how fuccefsful he is ; and thus fo many ufef 
' members are gained, for which the whole body 
the publick is the better. Whoever is bleOfed wi 
a true public fpirit, God will certainly put it in 
his way to make ufe of that bleffing, for the en 
it was given him, by fome means or other: ai 
therefore it hath been obferved, in moft ages, tt 
the greateft adions for the benefit of the commo 
wealth, have been performed by the wifdom 
courage, the contrivance or induftry, of particul 
men, and not of numbers ; and that the fafety 
a kingdom hath often been owing to thofe han< 
whence it was leaft expedked. 

But, fecondly. It is often in the power of t 
meaneft among mankind to do mifchief to the pu 
Jick : and hence arife moft of thofe miferies wi 
which the ftates and kingdoms of the earth are i 
fefted. How many great princes have been mu 
dered by the meaneft ruffians ! The weakeft hai 
can open a flood-gate to drown a country, whi 
a thoufand of the ftrongeft cannot flop. The 
who have thrown oflT all regard for public goo 
will often have it in their way to do public cv 

ai 
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i lad will not fail to exercife that power whenever 
1 dicy caiu The greatell blow given of late to this 
\dngdom, was by the diflionefty of a few manu«* 
fiifturers ; who, by impofing bad ware at foreign 
markets, in almoft the only traffick permitted to 
tN, did half ruin that trade ; by which this poor 
unhappy kingdom now fufFers in the midft of fuf- 
foings. I fpeak not here of perfons in high fta- 
ricms, who ought to be free from all refle.aion, and 
m fuppofed always to intend the welfare of the 
community : but we now find by experience, that 
Ac meaneft inftrument may, by the concurrence of 
accidents, have it in his power to bring a whole 
kingdom to the very brink of deftrudlion, and is 
It this prefent endeavouring to finifh his work ; 
and hatfi agents among ourfelves, who are con- 
tented to fee their own country undone, to be fmall 
Iharers in that iniquitous gain, which at laft muft 
cad in their own ruin, as well as ours. I confefs, 
* was chiefly the confideration of that great danger 
^ arc in, which engaged me to difcourfe to you 
On this fubjcfl:, to exhort you to a love of your 
Country, and a public fpirit, when all you have is 
^t ftakc ; to prefer the intereft of your prince and 
your fellow fubjefts, before that of one deilrudive 
impoftor, and a few of his adherents. 

Perhaps it may be thought by fome, that this 
^wy of difcourfing is -not fo proper from the pul- 
Itt. But furely, when an open attempt is madet 
ttid fiur carried on, to make a great kingdom one 
large poor-houfe, to deprive us of all means to ex- 
txdfe hofpitality or charity, to turn our cities and 

churclv^ 
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churches into ruins, to make the country a defei 
for wild beafts and robbers, to deflroy all arts an 
fcicnces; all trades and manufactures, and the ver 
tillage of the ground, only to enrich one obfcur 
ill-dcfigning projector and his followers ; it is tim 
for the paftor to cry out, *^ that the wolf is gettin 
*' into his flock,'' to warn them to (land togethei 
and all to confult the common fafety. And Go< 
be praifed for his infinite goodnefs, in raifing fud 
a fpirit of union among us, at leaft in this point 
in the midft of all our former divifions ; whicl 
union, if it continue, will, in all probability, dc 
feat the pernicious defign of this peftilent enem; 
tp the nation ! 

But hence, it clearly follows how necefliary th 
love of our country, or a public fpirit, is, in ever 
particular man, fmce the wicked have fo many of 
portunities of doing public mifchief. Every ma 
is upoa his own guard for his private advantage 
but, where the publick is concerned, he is apt U 
be negligent, confidering himfelf only as one amonf 
two or three millions, among whom the lofs u 
equally fhared ; and thus, he thinks, he can be no 
great fufFerer. Mean while the trader, the fanner, 
and the fhop-keeper, complain of the hardnefs am 
deadnefs of the times, and wonder whence ii 
comes ; while it is in a great meafure owing tc 
their own folly, for want of that love of their coun. 
try, and public fpirit and firm union among them- 
felves, which are fo neceflary to the prosperity d 
every nation. 

* An#tli€3 
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Another method, by which the meaneft wicked 
man may have it in his power to injure the pub- 
lick, is faife accufation ; whereof this kingdom hath 
afforded too many examples : neither is it long 
fince no man, whofe opinions were thought to dif- 
fer from thofe in fafhion, could fafely converfe be- 
yond his neareft friends, for fear of being fworn 
againft, as a traitor, by thofe who made a traffick 
of perjury and fubornation ; by which, the very 
peace of the nation was difturbed, and men fled 
from each other as they would from a lion or a 
bear got loofe. And it is very remarkable, that 
^ the pernicious projedl now in hand, to reduce us 
to beggary, was forwarded by one of thefe falfe 
accufers, who had been cOnvifted of endeavouring, 
^y perjury and fubornation, to take away tlie lives 
<>f feveral innocent perfons here among us: and, 
indeed, there could not be a more proper inftru- 
^ent for fuch a work. 

Another method, by which the meaneft people 

*»iay do injury to the publick, is the fpreading of 

J'ies and falfe rumours; thus raifing a diftruft 

^mong the people of a nation, caufing them to miC- 

^ke their true intereft, and their enemies for their 

fiends : and this hath been likewife too fuccefsful 

^ pradice among us, where we have known the 

^whole kingdom mifled by the groffeft lies, raifed 

"upon occafion to ferve fome particular turn. As it 

liath alfo happened in the cafe I lately mentioned, 

where one obfcure man, by reprefenting our wants 

Vfhtre they were leaft, and concealing them where 

they were greateft, had almoft fucceeded in a pro- 

* jea: 



i;4 D O I N G G O O D: 

jed: of utterly ruining this whole kingdom ; ani 
may ftill fucceed, if God doth not continue that 
public fpirit, which he hath almoft miraculoufly 
kindled in us upon this occafion. 

Thus we fee the publick is many times, as it 
were, at the mercy of the meaneft inftrument, who 
can be wicked enough to watch opportunities of 
doing it mifchief, upon the principles of avarice or 
malice ; which, I am afraid, are deeply rooted in 
too many breafts, and againft which there can be 
no defence, but a firm refolution in all honeft men^ 
to be clofely united and adlive in ftiewing their low 
to their country, by preferring the public intereft 
to their prefent private advantage. If a paflenger, 
in a great ftorm at fea, (hould hide his goods, that 
they might not be thrown overboard to lighten the 
fliip, what would be the confequence? The fliip 
is caft away, and he lofes his life and goods to- 
gether. 

We have heard of men, who, through greed- 
inefs of gain, have brought infedted goods into a 
tiation; which bred a plague, whereof the owners, 
and their families perifhed firft. Let thofe -among 
us confider this and tremble, whofe houfes are pri- 
vately ftorcd with thofe materials of beggary and 
defolation, lately brought over to be fcattered like 
a peftilence among their countrymen, which may 
probably firft feize. upon themfelves and their fa- 
milies, until their houfes ihall be made a dung- 
hill. 

I fhall mention one pradice more, by which 

the meaneft inftruments often fucceed in doing 

S public 
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public mifchief; and this is by deceiving us with 
plaufible arguments, to make us believe that the 
moft ruinous projedl they can offer is intended for 
our good, as it happened in the cafe fo often men<r 
doned. For the poor ignorant people, allured by 
the a{^earing convenience in their fmall dealings, 
did not difcover the ferpent in the brafs, but were 
ready, like the Ifraelites, to offer incenfetoit; nei- 
ther could the wifdom of the nation convince them, 
until fome, of good intentions, made the cheat fo 
plain to their fight; that thofe vs'ho run may read. 
And thus the defign vras to treat us, in every point, 
as the Philiflines treated Sdmpfon (I mean when he 
was betrayed by Dalilah) firfl to put out our eyes, 
and then bind us with fetters of brafs. 

I proceed to the lafl thing I propofed, which 
was, to Ihcw you that all wilful injuries done to 
the pubHck, are very great and aggravated fins in 
Ac light of God. 

Krft, It is apparent from Scripture, and moft 
agreeable to reafon, that the fafety and welfare of 
nations are under the moft peculiar care of God's 
providence. Thus he promifed Abraham to fave 
Sodom, if only ten righteous men could be found 
in it. Thus the reafon which God gave to Jonas 
for not deftroying Nineveh, was, becaufe there 
were fix-fcore thoufand men in that city. 

AH government is from God, who is the God of 
order; and therefore whoever attempts to breed 
confufion or difturbance among a people, doth his 
utmoft to take the government of the world out of 
God's handsy and to put it into the hands of the 

Devil, 
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Devil^ who is the author of confufion. By wl 
it is plain, that no crime, how heinous foe 
committed againft particular perfons, can equal 
guilt of him who does injury to the publick. 

Secondly, All offenders againft their country 
mider this grievous difficulty, that it is impofl 
to obtain a pardon, or make reftxtution. The b 
of mankind are very quick at refenting injur 
and very flow in forgiving them : and how £ 
one man be able to obtain the pardon of millic 
or repair the injuries he hath done to millic: 
how ftiall thofe, who, by a moft deftru£tive fra 
got the whole wealth of our neighbouring kingd 
into their hands, be ever able to make a reco 
pence ? how will the authors and promoters of t 
villainous project, for the ruin of this poor coi 
try, be able to account wdth us for the inju 
they have already done, although they fhould 
farther fucceed? The deplorable cafe of f 
wretches muft entirely be left to the unfathonu 
mercies of God : for thofe who know the leaf! 
religion are not ignorant, that without our utn 
endeavours to make reftitution to the perfon 
jured, and to obtain his pardon, added to a fitu 
repentance, there is no hope of falvation giver 
.the GofpeL 

Laftly, All offences againft. our own cour 
have this aggravation, that they are ungrat 
and unnatural. It is to our country we owe tl 
laws, which protect us in our lives, our liberl 
our properties, and our religion. Our cour 
produced us into the world, and continues to n< 
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liih US, fo that it is ufually called our mother ; and 
^ there have been examples of great magiftrates, 
who have put their own children to death for en- 
deavouring to betray their country^ as if they had 
attempted the life of their natural parent. 

Thus I have briefly fhewn you how terrible a fin 
it 18 to be an enemy to our country, in order to in- 
dte you to the contrary virtue, which at this junc- 
ture is fo highly neceflary, when every man's en- 
deavour will be of ufe^ We have hitherto been 
juft able to fupport ourfelves under many hard- 
flaps ; but now the axe is laid to the root of the 
tree, arid nothing but a firm union among us can 
prevent our utter undoing. This we are obliged 
to, in duty to our gracious king, as well as to ourr 
&lves. Let us therefore preferve that public fpirit, 
wMch God hath raifed in us for our own temporal 
interefl. For, if this wicked project fhould fuc- 
ceed, which it cannot do but by our own folly ; 
if we fell ourfelves for nought ; the merchant, the 
fliopkeeper, the artificer, muft fly to the defart 
ynAk their miferable families, there to ftarve, or 
five upon rapine, or at leaft exchange their coun- 
i try for one more hofpitable than that where they 
Were bom. 

Thus much I thought it my duty to fay to you 
^ho are under my care, to warn you againft thofe 
temporal evils, which may draw the worft of fpiri- 
ritual evils after them; fuch as heart-burnings, 
Diurmurings, difcontents, and all manner of wicked* 
^tfs, which a defperate condition of life may tempt 
men to. 
Vol. X. N I ami 
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I am fenfible that what I have now faid will not 
go very far, being confined to this afTembl^r ; but 
1 hope it may ftir up others of my brethren to ex- 
hort their fcveral congregations, after a more eflSx- 
tual manner, to fhew their love for their comitry 
on this important occafion. And this, I am fiire, 
cannot be called meddling in affairs of ftate* 

I pray God protedl his moft gracious msLjettj^ 
and this kingdom long under his government ; anc* 
defend us from all ruinous projectors, deceivecSy 
fuborncrs, perjurers, falfe accufers, and oppicflbrs; 
from the virulence of party and fadlion ; and unite 
us in loyalty to our king, love to our country, and 
charity to each other. And this we beg, for Jefu« 
Chrift*s fake : to whom, &c» 



A 

PRAYER 

FOR 

MRS. J O H N S O N^. 

\LMIGHTY and moft gracious Lord Cod, 
extend, we befeech thee, thy pity and com- 
tffion towards this thy languilhing fervant : teach 
a: to place her hope and confidence entirely in 
ee : give her a true fenfe of the emptinefs and 
inity of all earthly things : make her truly fen- 
)le of all the infirmities of her life pad ; and 
ant to her fuch a true fincere repentance as is not 
be repented of. Preferve her, O Lord, in a 
und mind and underftanding, during this thy vi* 
:ation ; keep her from both the fad extremes of 
refumption and defpain If thou Ihalt pleafe to 
jftore her to her former health, give her grace to 
i ever mindful of that mercy, and to keep thofe 
aod refolutions fhe now makes in her ficknefsj fo 
lat no length of time, nor profperity, may entice 
er to forget them. Let no thought of her mis- 
)rtunes diftrad: her mind, and prevent the means 
)wards her recovery, or difturb her in her prepa- 
itions for a better life. We befeech thee alfo, O 
-ord, of thy infinite goodnefs, to remember the 
ood actions of this thy fervant ; that the naked 

♦ Stella. 

N 2 ibe 
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fhe hath clothed, the hungry fhe hath fed, the 
fick and the fatherlcfs whom fhe hath relieved, 
may be reckoned, according to thy gracious pro- 
mife, as if they had been done unto thee- 
Hearken, O Lord, to the prayers offered up by 
the friends of this thy fervant in her behalf, and 
efpecially thofe now made by us unto thee. Give 
thy bleffing to thofe endeavours ufed for her re- 
covery ; but take from her all violent defire either 
of life or death, farther than with refignation to 
thy holy will. And now, O Lord, we implore 
thy gracious favour towards us here met together. 
Grant that the fenfe of this thy fervant's weaknefi 
may add flrength to our faith ; that we, confider- 
ing the infirmities of our nature, and the uncer- 
tainty of life, may, by this example, be drawn to 
repentance, before it fhall pleafe thee to vifit us 
in the like manner. Accept thefe prayers, we bc- 
feech Thee, for the fake of thy dear Son Jefus 
Chrifl, our Lord ; who, with Thee and the Holy 
Ghoft, liveth and reigneth ever one God world 
without end. Amen. 
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A P.RAYER ufed by the DEAN for 

Mrs, JOHNSQN in her laft SICKNESS. 

Written O<flober 17, 1727. 

Ti^OST merciful Father, accept our humbleft 
prayers in behalf of this thy languifliing 
fervant : forgive the fins, the frailties and infirmi- 
ties of her life paft. Accept the good deeds fhe 
hath done in fuch a manner, that, at whatever 
time thou fhalt pleafe to call her, fhe may be re- 
ceived into everlafting habitations. Give her grace 
to continue fincerely thankful to thee for the many 
fkvours thou haft beftowed upon her, the ability 
and inclination and pradice to do good, and thofc 
virtues, which have procured the efteem and love 
of her friends, and a moft unfpotted name in the 
world. O God, thou difpenfeft thy bleffings and 
thy punifhments as it becometh infinite juftice and 
mercy; and fince itwasthypleafure toafflict herwith 
a long, conftant, weakly ftate of health, make her 
truly fenfible, that it was for very wile ends, and 
was largely made up to her in other blcflings more 
valuable and lefs common. Continue to her, O 
Lord, that firmnefs and conftancy of mind, wliere- 
with thou haft moft gracioufly endowed iicr, together 
with that contempt of worldly things smd vanities, 
that fhe hath fhewn in the whole conducl of her 
life. O all-powerful Being, the leaft motion of 
whofe will can create or deftroy a world ; pit}- us^ 
the mpumful friends of thy diftreflcd fervant, who 

N 3 fink 
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fiak under the weigflt of her prefent condition, 
the fear of lofing the moft vaUiable of our frien 
reftore her to us, O Lord, if it be thy graci 
will, or infpire us with conftancy and refignati 
to fupport ourfelves under fo heavy an afflidli 
Reftore her, O Lord, for the fake of thofe pc 
who by lofing her will be defolate ; and thofe f 
who will not only want her bounty, but her c 
axxd tending ; or elfe, in thy mercy, raife up fc 
Other in her place with equal difpofition and be 
abilities. Leflen, O Lord, we befeech thee, 
bodily pains, or give her a double ftrength of m 
to fupport them. And if thou wilt foon take 
to thyfelf, turn our thoughts rather upon that f 
city, which we hope fhe fliall enjoy, than u] 
that unfpeakable lofs we fliall endure. Let 
memory be ever dear unto us ; and the exampL 
her many virtues, as far as human infirmity ' 
admit, cuir conftant imitation. Accept, O L< 
thefe prr.yers poured from the very bottom of 
hearts, ill thy mercy, and for the merits of 
blefled Saviour. Amen. 

ANOTHER, written Nov. 6, 1727. 

/^ Merciful Father, who never afflidteft thy ch: 
ren, but for their own good, and with j 
tice, over which thy mercy always prevaileth, eit 
to turn them to repentance, or to punilh them 
the prefent life, in order to reward them ii 
better ; take pity, we befeech thee, upon this 
poor afflided fervant, languilhing fo long and 

grievoi 
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gricvoufly under the weight of thy hand. Give 

her ftrcngth, O Lord, to fupport her weaknefs ; 

wi patience to endure her pains, without repining 

; it thy corredkion. Forgive every rafh and incon- 

1 fiderate expreflion, which her anguifli may at any 

time force from her tongue, while her heart con- 

6aueth in an entire fubmiffion to thy will. Sup- 

prefs in her, O Lord, all eager defires of life, and 

fcffen her fears of death, by infpiring into her an 

I bumble, yet aflured hope of thy mercy. Give her 

!a fincere repentance for all her tranfgreflions and 
omiflions, and a firm refolution to pafs the rc- 
[ mainder of her life in endeavouring to her utmcft 
to obferve all thy precepts. We befeech thee liker- 
wife to compofe her thoughts ; and prefcrvc to her 
the ufe of her memory and reafon, during the 
courfe of her ficknefs. Give her a true conception 
of the vanity, folly, and iurignificancy of all hu- 
man things ; and ftrengthen her fo as to beget in 
lier a fmcere love of thee in the midft of her fuf- 
ferings. Accept, and impute all her good deeds, 
and forgive her all thole offences againft thee, 
which flie hath fincerely repented of, or through 
the frailty of memory hath forgot. And now, O 
Lord, we turn to thee in behalf of ourfelves, and the 
reft of her forrowful friends. Let not our grief 
afflia her mind, and thereby have an ill efFca on 
her preicnt diftemper. Forgive the forrow and 
weaknefs of thofe among us, who fmk under the 
grief and terror of loling lb dear and ufeful a friend. 
Accept and pardon our moft earncft prayers and 
"wiflies for her longer continuance in this evil 

N 4 world. 
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world, to do what thou art pleafed to call thy fey 
vice, and is only her bounden dqty ; that fh^ ma j 
be ftiU a comfort to us, and to all others, who wil/ 
want the benefit of her converfation, her advice^ 
her good offices, or her charity. And fince thoq 
haft promifed, that, where two or three are gar 
thered together in thy name, thou wilt be in the 
midft of them, to grant their requeft ; O graciouj 
Lord, grant to us who are here met in thy name, 
that thofe requefts, which in the utmoft finceritjr 
and eameftnefs of our hearts we have now mad« 
in behalf of this thy diftrefled fervant, and of our? 
felves, may efFedually be anfwered ; through the 
merits of Jefus Chrift our Lor^. Amen. 



THOUGHTS 

O If 

R E L I G I O N, 

rAM in all opiniops to believe according to my 
own impartial reafon; which I am bound to 
nform and improve, as far as my capacity and op- 
jprtunities will permit. 

It may be prudent in me to aft fometimes by 
>ther mens reafon ; but I can think only by my 
Dwn. 

If another man's reafon fully convinces me, it 
becomes my own reafon. 

To fay a man is bound to believe, is neither 
TUth nor fenfe. 

You may force men, by intereft or punifhment, 
:o fay or fwear they believe, and to adt as if they 
relieved : you can go no farther. 

Every man, as a member of the commonwealth, 
)Ught to be content with the pofleflion of his own 
)pinion in private, without perplexing his neigh- 
)our, or difturbing the publick. 

Violent zeal for truth, has a hundred to one 
)dds, to be cither petulancy, ambition, or pride. 

There is a degree of corruption, wherein fome 
lations, as bad as the world is, will proceed to an 
mendment} till which time, particular men ihould 
)e quiet. 

J To 
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To remove opinions fundamental in religion, is 
impoflible, and the attempt v/icked, whether thofe 
opinions be true or falfe ; unlefs your avowed de- 
fign be to abolifli that religion altogether. So, for 
inftance, in the famous dodrine of Chrift's divinity, 
which has been univerfally received by all bodies 
of Chriftians, fmce the condemnation of Arianifm 
under Conftantine and his fucceflprs : wherefore the 
proeeedings of the Socinians are both vain and un* 
warrantable ; becaufe they will be never able to 
advance their own opinion, or meet any other fuc- 
cefs than breeding doubts and difturbances in the 
world — ^// rattonefud diflurhant mania mundi. 

The want of belief is a dcfcdt that ought to be 
concealed, when it cannot be overcome. 

Tlie Chriftian religion, in the moft early times, 
was propofed to the J^ws and Heathens without 
the article of Chrift's divinity ; wliich, I remember, 
Erafmns accounts for, by its being too (Irong a 
meat for babes. Perhaps, if it were now foftened 
by the Chincfe miffionaries^ the convcrfion of thofe 
infidels would be Icfs difficult : and wc find, by the 
Alcoran, it is the great ilmnbling-block of the Ma- 
hometans. But, in a country already Chriftian^ 
to bring lb fundament:;! a point of faith into de- 
bate, can have no cor.fcqucnccs that are not perni- 
cious to morals and public peace. 

I have been often offended to find St. Paul's al- 
legories, and other figures of Grecian eloquence, 
converted by divines into articles of faith. 

Ciod's mercy is over ai! his vrorks ; but divines 
of liii i<-'rts Iciicn tlint mercy too mucli. 

4 I look 
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I logk upon myfelf, in the capacity of a clergy- 
man, to be one appointed by Providence for de- 
fending a poll affigned me, and for gaining over as 
many enemies as I can. Although I think my 
caufe is juft j yet one great motive is my fubmit- 
ting to the pleafure of Providence, and to the laws 
pf my country. 

I am not anfwerable to God for the doubts that 
arife in my own breaft, fmce they are the confer 
quence of that reafon which he has planted in me; 
if I take care to conceal thofe doubts from others, 
if I ufe my beft endeavours to fubdue them, and 
if they have no influence on the conduct of my 
life. 

I believe that thoufands of men would be or- 
thodox enough in certain points, if divines had 
not been too curious, or too narrow, in reducing 
orthodoxy within the compafs of fubtleties, niceties, 
and diftinftions, with little warrant from Scripture, 
and lefs from reafon or good policy. 

I never faw, heard, nor read, that the clergy 
were beloved in any nation where Chriftianity was 
the religion of the country. Nothing can render 
them popular, but fome degree of perfecution. 

Thofe fine gentlemen, who afFedt the humour of 
railing at the clergy, are, I think, bound in honour 
to turn parfons themfelvcs, and fhew us better 
examples. 

Miferable mortals ! can we contribute to the ho- 
nour and glory of God ? I could wifli that expref- 
fion were Ibnck out of our prayer-books. 

Liberty 
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Liberty of confcience, properly fpeaking, is no 
more than the liberty of pofleffing our own thoughts 
and opinions, which every man enjoys without fear 
of the magiftrate : but how far he (hall publickly aO: 
in purfuance of thofc opinions, is to be regulated 
by the laws of the country. Perhaps, in my own 
thoughts, I prefer a well-inftituted commonwealth 
before a monarchy ; and I know feveral others of 
tlie fame opinion. Now, if, upon this pretence, I 
Ihould infift upon liberty of confcience, form con- 
venticles of republicans, and print books prefer- 
ring that government, and condemning what i» 
eftabliftied, the magiftrate would, with great juf- 
tice, hang me and my difciples. It is the fame cafe 
in religion, although not fo avowed j where liberty 
of confcience, under the prefent acceptation, equally 
produces revolutions, or at leaft convulfions an4 
difturbances, in a ftate ; Vv-hich politicians would 
fee well enough, if their eyes were not blinded by 
fadion, and of which thefe kingdoms, as well as 
France, Sweden, and other countries, are flaming 
inftances. Cromwell's notion upon this article was 
natural and right ; when, upon the furrcnder of a 
town in Ireland, the Popifh governor infifted upon 
an article for liberty of confcience, Cromwell faid, 
*' He meddled with no man's confcience ; but if, 
" by liberty of confcience, the governor meant the 
" liberty of the Mafs, he had cxprcfs orders from 
" the parliament of England aguinft admitting any 
" fuch liberty at all." 

It is impoffible that any thing fo natural, fp nc- 
ceflary, and fo unlvcrfal as death, fliculd ever 
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liave been defigned by Providence as an evil to 

mankind. 

Although reafon were intended by Providence to 
govern our paflions ; yet it feems that in two points 
of the grcateft moment to the being and conti- 
nuance of the world, God has intended our paf- 
(10ns to prevail over reafon. The firft is, the pro- 
pagation of our fpecies ; fince no wife man ever 
married from the diclatcs of reafon. The other is, 
the love of life ; which, from the didates of rea- 
fon, every man would defpife, and wifh it at an 
end, or that it never had a beginning. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



"^UR Party * having failed, by all their poli- 
cy tical arguments, to re-eftablifli their power ; 
e wife leaders have determined that the laft and 
incipal remedy fhould be made ufe of, for open- 
g the eyes of this blinded nation ; and that a 
ort, but perfedt fyftem of their divinity fliould be 
ibliftied, to which we are all of us ready to fub- 
ribe, and which we lay down as a model, bear- 
ig a clofe analogy to our fchemes in religion. 
Irafty defigning men, that they might keep the 
'orld in awe, have, in their feveral forms of go- 
srnment, placed a fupreme power on earth, to keep 
uman kind in fear of being hang*d ; and a Su- 
•erne Power in heaven, for fear of being damned. 
I order to cure mens apprchenfions of the former, 
veral of our learned members have written many 
•ofound treatifes on x^narchy ; but a brief complete 
)dy of Atheology feemed yet wanting, till this ir- 
fragable Difcourfe appeared. However, it fo 
ippens, that our ableft brethren, in their elaborate 
fquifitions upon this fubjedl, have written with 
► much caution, that ignorant unbelievers have 
lificd very little by them. . I.. grant that thofe 

• It is obvious that Dr. Swift is here writing in the aflumed cha- 
£ler of a Whig; and if in fome few paflages he may appear to 
•ke too freely, the blame mull revert on the Author whofc fcnti- 
ents he exhibits. 

Vol. X. O daring 
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daring fpirits, who firft adventured to write again 
the direct rules of the gofpel, the current of anti 
quity, the religion of the magiftrate, and the law 
of the land, had fome meafures to keep ; and par 
ticularly when they railed at religion, were in tli 
right to ufe little artful difguifes, by which a jur 
could only find them guilty of abufing heathenifi 
or popery. But the myftery is now revealed, th; 
there is no fuch thing as myftery or revelation ; an 
though our friends are out of place and power, y< 
we may have fo much confidence in the prefei 
miniftry, to be fecure, that thofe who fuffer : 
many free fpeeches againft then: fovereiga ar 
themfelves to pafs unpunifhed, will never refent o\ 
exprefling the freeft thoughts againft their religioi 
but think with Tiberius, that, if there be a Go 
he is able enough to revenge any injuries doi 
to himfelf, without expeding the civil power i 
interpofe. 

?y thefe refledions I was brought to think, th. 
the moft ingenious author of the Difcourfe upc 
Free-thinking, in a letter to Somebody, Efq; a 
though he has ufed lefs referve than any of h 
predeceflbrs, might yet have been more free an 
open. I confidered, that feveral well-willers t 
infidelity, might be difccruraged by a (hew of logic! 
and a multiplicity of quotations, fcattered throug 
his book ; which, to underftandings of that fiz- 
might carry an appearance of fomething like bool 
learning, and confequently fright them from read 
ing for their improvement. I could fee no reafo 
why thefe great diff overies Ihould be hid from or 

yout 
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youth of quality, who frequent White's and Tom's; 
Vfhj they fhould not be adapted to the capacities of 
the Kit-Cat and Hanover clubs, who might then 
be able to read lectures on them to their feveral 
toafts : and it will be allowed on all hands, that no- 
thing can fooner help to reftore our abdicated caufe, 
than a firm univerfal belief of the principles laid 
down by this fublime author: for I am fenfible that 
nothing would more contribute to " the continu- 
" ance of the war " and the reftoration of the late 
ininiilry, than to have the dodtrines delivered in 
this treatife well infiifed into the people. I have 
therefore compiled them into the following Ab- 
ftrad, wherein I have adhered to the very words 
of our author ; only adding fome few explanations 
of my own, where the terms happen to be too 
learned, and confequently a little beyond the com- 
prehcnfion of thofe for whom the work was princi?- 
pally intended, I mean the nobility and gentry of 
our party : after which, I hope, it will be impof^ 
fible for the malice of a Jacobite, high-flying, prieft- 
ridden faction, to mifreprefent us. The few addic- 
tions I have made are for no other ufe than to help 
the tranfition, which could not otherwife be kept 
in an abftradl : but I have not prefumed to advance 
any thing of my own ; which, befides, would be 
needlefs to an author who has fo fully handled and 
demonftrated every particular. I fhall only add, 
that though this writer, when he fpeaks of pricfts, 
defires chiefly to be underftood to mean the Eng- 
lifh clergy j yet he includes all pricfts whatfoever, 

O 2 except 
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except the aritient and modern Heathens, the Tui 
Quakers, and Socinians. 



THE LETTER. 

S I R, 

T SEND you this apology for Free-thinki 

without the leaft hopes of doing good, 
purely to comply with your requeft ; for th 
truths which nobody can deny, will do no gooc 
thofe who deny them. The clergy, who are fo i 
pudent to teach the people the dodlrines of fai 
are all either cunning knaves or mad fools ; for nc 
but artificial defigning men, and crackt-brained < 
thufiafts, prefume to be guides to others in matt 
of fpeculation, which all the doctrines of Chri: 
anity are ; and whoever has a mind to learn 
Chriftian religion, naturally choofes fuch kna 
and fools to teach them. Now the Bible, wh 
contains the precepts of the priefts* religion, is 
moft difficult book in the world to be undcrftoc 
it requires a thorough knowledge in natural, ci 
ecclefiaftical hiftory, law, husbandry, failing, pi 
fick, pharmacy, mathematicks, metaphyficks, ethic 
and every thing elfe that can be named : and evi 
body who believes it ought to underftand it, 2 
muft do fo by force of his own free-thinking, wii 
out any guide, or inftruftor. 

* H 
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How can a man think at all, if he does not 
think freely ? A man who does not eat and drink 
freely, does not eat and drink at alL Why may 
not I be denied the liberty of free-feeing as well as 
free-thinking ? Yet nobody pretends that the firft 
is unlawful, for a cat may look on a king; though 
you be near-fighted, or have weak or fore eyes, or 
are blind, you may be a free-fcer ^ you ought to fee 
for yourfelf, and not truft to a guide to choofe the 
colour of your ftockings, or fave you from falling 
into a ditch. 

In like manner, there ought to be no reftraint at 
all on thinking freely upon any propofition, how- 
ever impious or abfurd. There is not the leaft 
hurt in the wickedeft thoughts, provided they be 
free ; nor in telling thofe thoughts to every body, 
and Endeavouring to convince the world of them ; 
for all this is included in the dodtrine of free- 
thinking, as I fliall plainly fhew you in what fol- 
lows; and therefore you ate all along to underftand 
the word free-thinking in this fenfe. 
. If you are apt to be afraid of the devil, think 
freely of him, and you deftroy him and his king- 
dom. Free-thinking has done him more mifchief 
than all the clergy in the world ever could do ; 
they believe in the devil, they have an intereft in 
him, and therefore are the great fupports of his . 
kingdom. The devil was in the States General 
before they began to be free-thinkers : for England 
and Holland were formerly the Ghriftian territories 
of the devil. I told you how he left Holland ; and 
free-thinking and the revolution baniflied him from 
O 3 England] 
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England ; I defy all the clergy to fhew me when 
they ever had fuch fuccefs againft him. My mean-* 
ing is, that to think freely of the devil, is to think 
there is no devil at all ; and he that thinks fo, the 
devil is in him if he be afraid of the devil. 

But, within thefe two or three years, the devil 
has come into England again ; and Dr. Sacheverell 
has given him commiflion to appear in the Ihape of 
ft cat, and carry old women about upon broom- 
dicks : and the devil has now fo many " minifters 
** ordained to his fervice," that they have rendered 
frefe-thinking odious, and nothing but the fecond 
coming of Chrift can reftore it. 

The J)riefts tell me, I am to believe the Bible j 
but free-thinking tells me otherwife in many parti- 
culars. The Bible fays, the Jews were a nation 
favoured by God ; but I, who am a free-thinker, 
fay, that cannot be, becaufe the Jews lived in a cor- 
ner of the earth, and free-thinking makes it clear 
that thofe who live in corners cannot be favourites 
of God. The New Teftament all along aflerts the 
truth of Chriftianity ; but free-thinking denies it ; 
becaufe Chriftianity was communicated but to a few ; 
and whatever is communicated but to a few, caJnot 
be true ; for that is like whilpering, and the pro? 
yerb fays, " tjiat there is no whiipering without 
♦' lying." 

Here is a fociety in London for propagating free- 
thinking throughout the world, encouraged and 
fupported by the queen and many others. You 
fay, perhaps, it is for propagating the gofpel.. Do 
you think the miffionaries we fend will tell the 

heathens 
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Heathens that they muft not think freely? No, 
fmrcly ; ^hy then, it is manifeft, thofe miffionaries 
^iift be free-thinkers, and make the heathens fo 
tCK>. But why fliould not the king of Siam, whofe 
^^ligion is heathenifm and idolatry, fend over a 
Parcel of his priefts to convert us to his church, afi 
^ell as we fend miffionaries there ? Both proje<ffa 
^i*e exadly of a piece, aQ^ equally reafonable ; and 
^ thofe heathen priefts were here, it would be 
Our duty to hearken to thenf^ and think freely 
"Whether they may not be in the right rather than we. 
I heartily wiih a detachment of fuch divines as Dr. 
Atterbury, Dn Smallridge, Dn Swift, Dr. Sache^ 
Verell, and fome others, were fent every year to 
Me fartheft part of the heathen world, and that 
yrc bad a cargo of their priefts in return^ who would 
fpread free-thinking among us. Then the waf 
would go on, the late miniftry be reftored, and 
fa£):ion ceafe ; which our priefts inflame by ha- 
ranguing upon text, and falfely call thaf " preachy 
^* ing the gofpel." 

I have another projeft in my head, which ought 
to be put in execution, in order to make us free* 
thinkers. It is a great hardfhip and injuftice, thjtt our 
priefts muft not be difturbed while they are prating 
in their pulpit. For example ; why fliould not 
William Penn the Quaker, or any Aiiabaptift, Par 
pifl, Muggletonian, Jew, or Sweet-finger, have li-r 
berty to come ipto St. Paul's church, in the midft 
. of divine fervice, and endeavour to convert firft the 
aldermen, then the preacher, and fmging-men? or 
pray, why might not poor Mr^ Whifton, who de-p 

O 4 me^ 
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nies the divinity of Chrift, be allowed to come int^ 
the lower houfe of convocation, and convert th^ 
clergy ? But, alas ! we are over-run with fuch falf(^ 
notions, that, if Penn or Whifton fliould do theitT^ 
duty, they would be reckoned fanaticks, and dif— ^ 
turbers of the holy fynod; although they have as 
good a title to it as St, Paul had to go into the fy- 
nagogues of the Jews ; and their authority is full 
as divine as his. 

Chrift himfelf commands us to be free-thinkers ; 
for, he bids us fearch the fcriptures, and take heed 
whati,and whom we hear: by which he plainly 
warns us, not to believe our biftiops and clergy ; 
for Jefus Chrift, w^hen he confidered that all the 
Jewifti and heathen priefts, whofe religion he came 
to abolifh, were his enemies, rightly concluded that 
thofe appointed by him to preach his own gofpel 
would probably be fo too ; and could not be fccure 
that any fet of priefts, of the faith he delivered, 
would ever be otherwife : therefore it is fully de^ 
monftrated that the clergy of the church of England 
are mortal enemies to Chrift, and ought not to be 
believed. 

iBut, without the privilege of free-thinking, 
how is it poffible to know which is the right fcrip-« 
ture ? Ilerc are perhaps twenty forts of fcriptures in 
the fevcral parts of the world, and every fet of 
priefts contends that their fcripture is the true one. 
The Indian Bramins have a book of fcripture called 
the Shafter ; the Perfees their Zundivaftaw ; the 
Bonzes in China have theirs, written bv the dif- 
ciples of Fo-hc, whom they call ** God and Sa-i 
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iour of the world, who was born to teach the 
vay of falvation, and to give fatisfa£tion for all 
aen's fins:" which, you fee, is diredly the 
e with what our priefts pretend of Chrift. And 
ft we not think freely, to find out which are in 
right, whether the bifhops, or the Bonzes? But 
Talapoins, or heathen clergy of Siam, approach 
nearer to the fyftem of our priefts ; they have 
ook of fcripture written by Somrtionocodam, 
), the Siamefe fay, was " born of a virgin,'* 
was " the God expeded by the univerfe ;" juft 
)ur priefts tell us, that Jefus Chrift was bom of 
Virgin Mary, and was the Meffiah fo long ex- 
:ed. The Turkifti priefts, or Dervifes, have 
r fcripture, which they call the Alcoran. The 
's have the Old'Teftament for their fcripture, 
the Chriftians have both the Old and the New. 
V, among all thefe fcriptures, there cannot above 
be right ; and how is it poffible to know which 
lat, without reading them all, and then think- 
freely, every one of us for ourfelves, without 
)wing the advice or inftruftion of any guide, 
)re we venture to choofe ? The parliament ought 
►e at the charge of finding a fufiicient niimber 
hefe fcriptures, for every. one of her majefty's 
e£ls; for, there are twenty to one againft us, 
we may be in the wrong : but a great deal of 
-thinking will at laft fet us all right, and every 
will adhere to the fcripture he likes beft ; byx 
ch means, religion, peace, and wealth, will be 
ever fecured in her majefty's realms. 

And 
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And it is the more neceflary that the good 
people of England fhould have liberty to chooi'e 
fome other fcripture, becaufe all Chriftian priefts 
differ fo much about the copies of theirs, and about 
the various readings of the feveral manufcripts, 
which quite deftroys the authority of the Bible : 
for what authority can a book pretend to, where 
there are various readings? And for this reafon, it 
is manifeft that no man can know the opinions of 
Ariftotle or Plato, or believe the fads related by 
Thucydides or Livy, or be pleafed with the poetry 
of Homer and Virgil, all which books are utterly 
ufelefs, upon account of their various readings. 
Some books of fcripture are faid to be loft, and 
this utterly deftroys the credit of thofe that are 
left: fome we reject, which the Africans and Cop- 
ticks receive ; and why may we not think freely, 
and rcjedt the reft ? Some think the fcriptures 
wholly infpired, fonie partly; and fome not at 
alL Now this is juft the very cafe of the Bramins, 
Perfees, Bonzes, Talapoins, Dervizes, Rabbis, an4 
all other priefts, who build their religion upon 
books, as our priefts dp upon their Bibles, TTiey 
all equally differ about the copies, various readings, 
and infpirations, of .their feveral fcriptures ; and 
God knov/s which are in the right : free-thinking 
alone can determine it. 

It would be endlefs to ftiew in how many parti- 
culars the priefts of the heathen and Chriftian 
churches, differ about the meaning even of thofe 
fcriptures which they univerfally receive as facred« 

But, 
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But, to avoid prolixity, I fhall confine myfelf to 
the different opinions among the priefts of the 
church of England; and here only give you a 
fpecimen, becaufe even thefe are too many to be 
enumerated. 

I have found out a bifhop (though indeed his 
opinions are condemned by all his brethren) who 
aUows the fcriptures to be fo difficult, that God 
has left them rather as a trial of our induftry, than 
a repofitory of our faith, and furniture of creeds and 
articles of belief; with feveral other admirable 
ichemes of free-thinking, which you may confult 
at your leifure. 

The doiSrine of the Trinity is the moft funda- 
mental point of the whole Chriftian religion. No- 
thing is more eafy to a free-thinker: yet what dif- 
ferent notions of it do the Englifh priefts pretend 
to deduce from fcripture, explaining it by " fpeci- 
" fie unities, eternal modes of fubfiftence," and 
the like unintelligible jargon ! Nay, it is a queftion 
whether this dodlrine be fundamental or not ; for 
though Dr. South and bifhop Bull affirm it, yet 
bifliop Taylor and Dr. Wallis deny it. And that 
excellent free-thinking prelate bifhop Taylor ob- ' 
fcrves, that Atlianafius's example was followed with 
too much greedinefs ; by which means it has hap- 
pened, that the greater number of our priefts are in 
that fentiment, and think it neceffary to believe the 
Trinity, and incarnation of Chrift. ^ 

Our priefts likewife difpute feveral circumftanccft 
about the refurredion of the dead, the nature of 
our bodies after the refurredion, and in what man- 
ner 
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ner they fhall be united to our fouls. They alfo 
attack one another " very weakly, with great vi-^ 
gour," about predeftination. And it is certainl)r 
true (for bifhop Taylor and Mr. Whifton the Soci- 
nian fay fo) that all churches in profpevity alter their 
dodlrines every age, and are neither fatisfied wth 
themfelves or their own confeflions ; neither docs 
any clergymen of feufe believe the thirty- nine ar- 
ticles. 

Our priefts differ about the eternity of hell-tpT- 
ments. The famous Dr. Henry More, and the 
moft pious and rational of all priefts Dr. TillotfoU) 
(both free-thinkers) believe them to be not eternal 1 
They differ about keeping the fabbath, the divine ■ 
right of epifcopacy, and the dodlrine of origiual 
fin ; which is the foundation of the whole Chriftian 
religion ; for, if men are not liable to be damned 
for Adam's fin, the Chriftian religion is an im- 
pofture : yet this is now difputed among tliem ; fo 
is lay-baptifm : fo was formerly the lawfulnefs of 
ufury ; but now the priefts are common ftock?- 
jobbers, attornies, and fcriveners. In fhort, there 
is no end of difputing among priefts ; and there- 
fore I conclude, that there ought to be no fuch 
thing in the world as priefts, teachers, or guides, 
for inftrufting ignorant people in religion j but that 
every man ought to think freely for himfelf. 

I will tell you my meaning in all this. The 
priefts difpute every point in the Chriftian religion, 
as well as almoft every text in the Bible ; and th? 
force of my argument lies here, that whatever 
point is difputed by one or two divines, however 

condemned 
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condemned by the church, not only that particular 
point, but the whole article to which it relates, may 
lawfully be received or rejedted by any free-thinker. 
For inftance, fuppofe More and Tillotfon deny the 
eternity of hell -torments, a free-thinker may deny 
all future punifhments whatfoever. The priefts 
difpute about explaining the Trinity ; therefore a 
free-thinker may rejeft one or two, or the whole 
three perfons j at leaft, he may rejed: Chriftianity, 
becaufe the Trinity is the moft fundamental doc- 
trine of that religion. So I affirm original fm, 
and that men are now liable to be damned for 
Adam^s fm, to be the foundation of the whole 
Chriftian religion ; but this point was formerly, 
md is now, difputed : therefore a free-thinker may 
deny the whole* And I cannot help giving you 
one farther diredion, how I infinuate all along, 
:hat the wifeft free-thinking priefts, whom you 
may diflinguifh by the epithets I beflow on them, 
pvere thofe who differed moft from the generality 
if their brethren. 

But, befidcs, the conduct of our priefts in many 
3ther points makes free-thinking unavoidable ; for. 
Tome of them qwn, th^t the doctrines of the church 
ire contradiiLtory to one another, as well as to rea- 
fon ; which I thus prove : Dr. Sacheverell fays, in 
liis fpeech at his trial, " That, by abandoning 

* paflive obedience, we muft render ourfelves the 

* moft inconfiftent' church in the world ;" crgOy 
Jiere muft have been a great many inconfiftencics 
md contradidtory doftrines in the church before. 
Dr. South defcribes the incarnation of Chrift as 

an 
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an aftoniftiing myftery, impoflible to be conceir- 
by man's reafon ; erga^ it is contradidkory to itfd^ 
and to reafon, and ought to be exploded by all 
free-thinkers. 

Another inftance of the priefts' conduct, which 
multiplies free-thinkers, is their acknowledgment 
of abufes, defers, and falfe do<flrines, in the church; 
particularly that of eating black pudding, which is 
fo plainly forbid in the Old and New Teftament, 
that I wonder thofe who pretend to believe a fyl- 
lable in either will prefume to tafte it* Why ihould 
I mention the want of difcipline, and of a' fidc^- 
board at the altar, with complaints of other great 
abufes and defeats made by fome of the priefts, 
which no man can think on without free-thinking, 
and confequently reje£ting Chriftianity ? 

When I fee an honeft free-thinking bifhop en- 
deavour to deflroy the power and privileges of the 
church, and Dr. Atterbury angry with him for it, 
and calling it " dirty work;'* what can I conclude, 
by virtue of being a free-thinker, but that Chrift- 
ianity is all a cheat ? 

Mr. Whifton has publifhed feveral trafts, where- 
in he abfolutely denies the divinity of Chrift. A 
bifhop tells him, " Sir, in any matter where you 
** have the church's judgment againft you^ you 
" fhould be careful not to break the peace of the 
" church, by writing againft it, though you are 
" fure you are in the right." Now my opinion 
is diredly contrary ; and I affirm, that if ten thou- 
fand free-thinkers thought differently from the re- 
ceived dodrine, and from each other, they would 
7 be 
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be all in duty bound to publilh their thoughts, 
provided they were all fure of being in the right, 
though it broke the peace of the church and (late 
ten thoufand times. 

And here I muft take leave to tell you, although 
you cannot but have perceived it from what I have 
already faid, and Ihall be ftill more amply convinced 
by what is to follow, that free-thinking fignifies ^ 
nothing, without free-fpeaking and free-writing. 
k is the indifpenfable duty of a free-thinker, to 
endeavour forcing all the world to think as he does, 
and by that means make them free-thinkers too. 
You are alfo to underftand, that I allow no man to 
be a free-thinker, any farther than as he differs 
from the received dodrines of religion. Where a 
man falls in, though by perfedl chance, with what 
is generally believed, he is in that point a confined 
and limited thinker ; and you fhall fee by and by, 
that I celebrate thofe for the nobleft free-thinkers in 
every age, who differed from the religion of their 
countries in the moft fundamental points, and efpe- 
cially in thofe which bear any analogy to the chief 
fundamentals of religion among us. 

Another trick of the priefts is, to charge all men 
with atheifm, who have more wit than themfelves ; 
which therefore I expe<fl will be my cafe for writ- 
ing this Difcourfe. This is what makes them fo 
implacable againft Mr. Gildon, Dr. Tindal, Mr. 
Toland, and myfelf ; and when they call us wits 
atheifts, it provokes us to be free-thinkers. 

Again : the priefts cannot agree when their fcrip- 
ture was written. They differ about the number 

of 
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of canonical books> and the various readings, Noifo^^ 
thofe few among us who underftand Latin, are care — - 
ful to tell this to our dilbiples, who prefently fall ^k. 
free-thinking, that the Bible is a book not to be de- 
pended upon in any thing at all. 

There is anpther thing, that mightily fpread^ 
free-thinking, which I believe you w^ould hardly^ 
guiefs. The priefts have got a way of late of writ- 
ing books againft free-thinking ; I mean, Treatifes 
in dialogue, where they introduce athcifts, deifts^ 
fcepticks, and Socinians, offering their feveral ar- 
guments. Now thefe free-thinkers are too liard 
for the priefts themfelves in their own books. And 
how can it be otherwife ? For, if the arguments 
ufually offered by atheifts are fairly reprefented in 
thefe books, they muft needs convert every body 
that reads them ; becaufe atheifts, deifts, fcepticks 
and Socinians, have certainly better arguments to 
maintain their opinions, than any the priefts can 
produce to maintain the contrary, 

Mr. Creech, a prieft, tranflated Lucretius into 
Englifli, which is a complete fyftem of atheifm ; 
and feveral young ftudents, w^ho were afterwards 
priefts, WTote verfes in praife of this tranflation. 
The arguments againft Providence in that book are 
fo ftrong,that they have added mightily to the num- 
ber of free-thinkers. 

Why ftiould I mention the pious cheats of the 
priefts, who in the New Teftament tranflate the 
word ecclejia fometimes the churchy and fometimes 
the congregation j and eptfcopus^ fometimes a bi/bopy 
and fometimes an overfeer? A prieft, tranllating a 

booky 



MR. COLLINSES DISCOURSE. 20^ 

book, left out a whole . paflage that refle£led on 
the king, by which he ^as an enemy to political 
firee-thinking, a moft confiderable branch of our 
fyftem. Another prieft, tranflating a book of tra- 
vels, left out a lying miracle, out of mere malice, to 
conceal an argument for free-thinking. In fliort, 
thefe frauds are very common in all books which are 
puUiflied by priefts. But, however, I love to ex- 
cufe them whenever I can : and as to this accufa- 
tion, they may plead the authority of the ancient 
fathers of the church, for forgery, corruption, and 
mangling authors, with more reafon than for any 
of their articles of faith, St. Jerom, St. Hilary, 
l^ufebius Vercellenfis, Vidlorinus, and levcral others, 
Were all guilty of arrant forgery and corruption : 
for, when they tranflated the works of feveral free- 
thinkers, whom they called hcreticks, they omitted 
all their herefies or free-thinkings, and had the im- 
pudence to own it to tlie world. 

From thefe many nctcrious inllonces of thepriefts* 
condudl, I conclude they are not: to be relied on in 
any one thing relating to religion ; but that every 
man muft think freely for himlclf. 

But \fi this it may be objedcd, that the bulk of 
mankind is as well qualified for flying as thinking ; 
and if every man thought it his duty to think freely, 
aad trouble his neighbour with his thoughts (which 
is an effential part of free-thinking) it would make 
wild work in the world. I anfwer ; whoever 
cannot think freely, may let it alone if he pleafcs, 
by virtue of his right to think freely ; that is to 
fay, if fuch a man freely thinks that he cannot 
Vol. X. P ^^v^ 
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think freely, of which every man is a fuflicieii 
judge, why then he need not think freely, unl 
he thinks fit. 

Befides, if the bulk of mankind cannot thin 
freely in matters of fpeculation, as the being of 
God, the immortality of the foul, ^c. ; why the 
free-thinking is indeed no duty: but then tl».^ 
priefts muft allow, that men are not concerned to 
believe whether there is a God or not. But fttli 
thofe who are difpofed to think freely, may thiol: 
freely if they pleafe. 

It is again objedled, that free-thinking will pro- 
duce endlefs divifions in opinion, and by confe- 
quence diforder fociety. To which I anfwer, 

When every fingle man comes to have a different 
opinion every day from the whole world, and from 
himfelf, by virtue of free-thinking, and thinks it 
his duty to convert every man to his own free- 
thinking, as all we free-thinkers do ; how can that 
poflibly create fo great a diverfity of opinions, as to 
have a fet of priefts agree among themfelves to 
teach the fame opinions in their feveral parilhes to 
all who will come to hear them? Befides, if all 
people were of the fame opinion, the remedy 
would be worfe than the difeafe ; I will tell you 
the reafon fome other time. 

Befides, difference in opinion, efpecially in matters 
of great moment, breeds no confufion at all. Wit- 
nefs papift and proteftant, roundhead and cavalier^ 
and whig and tory, now among us. I obferve, 
the Turkiih empire is more at peace within itfelf, 
than Chriftian princes are with one another. Thofe 

noble 
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noble Turkifti virtues of cliarity and toleration arc 
^^'liat contribute chiefly to the fiourifhing ftate of 
^Hat happy monarchy. There Chriftians and Jews 
^^^ tolerated, and live at eafe, if they can hold 
^*icir tongues and think freely, provided they never 
fet foot within the mofques, nor write again Ma- 
homet. A few plunderings now and then by their 
j^nifTaries are all they have to fear. 

It is objedled, that by free-thinking, men will 
think themfelves into atheifm ; and indeed I have 
allowed all along, that atheiftical books convert men 
to free^thinking. But fuppofe that be true ; I can 
bring you two divines, who afl5rm fuperftition and 
enthufiafm to be worfe than atheifm, and more 
mifchievous to fociety : and in Ihort it is necefTary 
that the bulk of the people fhould be atheifts or fu- 
perftitious. 

It is objc(5led, that priefts ought to be relied 
on by the people, as lawyers and phyficians, be- 
caufe it is their faculty. I anfwer, It is true, a 
man who is no lawyer, is not fufTered to plead for 
himfelf. But every man may be his own quack if 
he plcafcs, and he only ventures his life ; but, in 
the other cafe, the prieft tells him he muft be 
damned: therefore do not truft the prieft, but 
think freely for yourlelf ; and if you happen to 
think there is no hell, there certainly is none, and 
confequently you cannot be damned. I anfwer 
farther, that wherever there is no lawyer, phyfi- 
cian, or prieft, that country is paradife. Befidcs, 
all priefts (except the orthodox, and thofe are not 
ours, nor any that I know) are hired by the public 

P 2 to 
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to lead men into mifchief : but lawyers and phyfi- 
cians are not ; you hire them yourfelf. 

It is objeded (by priefts, no doubt, but I have 
forgot their names) that falfe fpeculations are ne- 
ceflary to be impofed upon men, in order to affift 
the magiftrate in keeping the peace ; and that men 
ought therefore to be deceived, like children, for their 
own good. I anfwer, that zeal for impofing fpe- 
culations, whether true or falfe (under which name 
of fpeculations I include all opinions of religion, as 
the belief of a God, providence, immortality of 
the foul, future rewards and punifhments, ^c) has 
done more hurt, than it is poflible for religion to 
do good. It puts us to the charge of maintaining 
ten thoufand priefts in England, which is a burden 
upon fociety never felt on any other occafion ; and 
a greater evil to the public, than if thefe ecclefi- 
afticks were only employed in the molt innocent 
offices of life, which I take to be eating and drink- 
ing. Now, if you offer to impofe any thing on 
mankind befide what relates to moral duties, as to 
pay your debts, not pick pockets, nor commit mur- 
der, and the like; that is to fay, if, befide this, 
you oblige them to believe in God and Jefus Chrift, 
what you add to their faith, will take juft fo much 
off from their morality. By. this argument, it is 
manifeft that a perfect moral man muft be a pertcd 
atheift; every inch of religion he gets, lofes hiirj :n 
inch of morality : for there is a certain quantum {be- 
longs to every man, of which there is nothing to 
fpare. This is clear from the common pradlice of 
all our priefts : they never once preach to you, to 

lovj 
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ove your neighbour, to be juft in your dealings, 
>r to be fober and temperate. The ftreets of Lon- 
oi\ are full of common whores, publickly tolerated 
1 their wickednefs ; yet the priefts make no com- 
laints againft this enormity, either from the pulpit 
I" the prefs : I can affirm, that neither you nor I, 
^i", have ever heard one fermon againft whoring 
flee we were boys. No, the priefts allow all thefe 
^ces, and love us the better for them, provided 
'^ will promife not to " harangue upon a text," 
C>r to fprinkle a little water in a child's face, which 
^ey call Baptizing, and would engrofs it all to 
^emfelves. 

Befides, the priefts engage all the rogues, villains, 
nd fools, in their party, in order to make it as 
irge as they can : by this means they feduced 
Jonftantine the Great over to their religion, who 
ras the firft Chriftian emperor, and fo horrible a 
illain, that the heathen priefts told him they could 
ot expiate his crimes in their church ; fo he was 
t a lofs to know what to do, till an ^Egyptian 
ifhop afllired him that there was no villainy fo 
;reat, but was to be expiated by the facraments of 
he Chriftian religion ; upon which he became a 
}hriftian, and to him that religion owes its firft 
ettlemcnt. 

It is objeded, that free-thinkers thcmfelves are 
he moft infamous, wicked, and fenfelefs, of all 
nankind. 

I anfwer, firft, we fay the fame of priefts and other 
relievers. But the truth is, men of all feds are 

P 3 equally 
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equally good and bad ; for no religion whatfoever^: 
contributes in the leaft to mend mens lives. 

I anfwer, fecondly, that free-thinkers ufe thcirrD 
tinderftandiiig; but thofe who have religion, d 
not: therefore the iirft have more underftandini 
than the others ; witnefs Toland, Tindal, Gildon,^ 
Clendon, Coward, and myfelf. For, ufe legs, andE 
have legs. 

I anfv^^er, thirdly, that free-thinkers are the moM 
virtuous perfons in the w^orld ; for all free-thinke 
xnuft certainly differ from the priefts,' and froi 
nine hundred ninety-nine of a thoufaiid of thof<^ 
among whom they live ; and are therefore virtuous 
of courfe, becaufe every body hates them. 

I anfwer, fourthly, that the moft virtuous people 
in all ages have been free-thinkers; of which I fhall 
produce feveral inftances. 

Socrates was a free-thinker ; for he difbelieved 
the gods of his country, and the conimoa creeds 
about them, and declared hi.s d.'ilikc when he heard 
men attribute " repentance, dinger, and other paf- 
*' fions to the gods, and talk of wars and battles in 
" heaven, and of the gods getting women with 
" child," and fuch like fabulous and blalphenious 
ftories. I pick out thcfc particulars, becaufe they 
are the very fame with what the prielts have in their 
Bibles, where repentance and anger are attributed 
to God; where it is faid, there was " war in 
" heaven ;" and that " the Virgin Mary was with 
** child by the Holy Ghoft,'* whom the priefts call 
God J all fabulous and blafphemous ftories. Now 

I affirm 
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I affirm Socrates to have been a true Chriftian. 
Y'ou will a{k perhaps how that can be, fince he 
^ved three or four hundred years before Chrift ? I 
^xifwer, with Juftin Martyr, that - Chrift is no- 
tHing elfe but reafon; and I hope you do not think 
Socrates lived before reafon. Now, this true 
Clmftian Socrates never made notions, fpeculations. 
Or myfteries, any part of his religion ; but demon- 
ftrated all men to be fools who troubled themfelves 
Mrith enquiries into heavenly things. Laftly, it is 
plain that Socrates was a free-thinker, becaufe he 
Vras calumniated for an atheift, as free-thinkers ge- 
nerally are, only becaufe he was an enemy to all 
{peculations and enquiries into heavenly things. 
For I argue thus, that, if I never trouble myfelf to 
think whether there be a God or not, and forbid 
others to do it, I am a free-thinker, but not an 
atheift. 

Plato was a free-thinker ; and his notions are fo 
like fome in the gofpcl, that a heathen charged 
Chrift with borrowing his dodrine from Plato. 
But Origen defends Chrift very well againft this 
charge, by faying he did not underftand Greek, 
and therefore could not borrow his dodlrines from 
Plato. However, their two religions agreed fo 
well, that it was common for Chriftians to turn 
Platonifts, and Platonifts Chriftians. When the 
Chriftians found out this, one of their zealous 
priefts (worfe than any atheift) forged feveral things 
under Plato's name, but conformable to Chriftianity, 
by which the heathens were fraudulently converted, 
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Epicurus was the greateft of all free-thinkc 
and confequently the moft virtuous man in th-^^ 
world. His opinions in religion were the moL I 
complete fyftem of atheifm that ever appearec^K* 
Chriftians ought to have the greateft veneration fo:3r 
him, becaufe he taught a higher point of virtues 
than Chrift; I mean, the virtue of friendfhip, whiclK -^ 
in the fenfe we ufually underftand it, is not fo rnuct* 
as named in the New Teftament. 

Plutarch was a free*thinker, notwithftanding hi^ 
being a prieft ; but indeed he was a heathen prieftr* 
His free-thinking appears by (hewing the innocence 
of atheifm (which at worft is only falfe reafoning) 
and the mifchiefs of fuperftition ; and he explains 
what fuperftition is, by calling it a conceit of im- 
mortal ills after death, the opinion of hell-torments, 
dreadful afpeds, doleful groans, and the like. He 
is likewife very fatirical upon the public forms of 
devotion in his own country, a qualification abfo^ 
lutely neceflary to a free-thinker ; yet thofe forms 
which he ridicules, are the very fame that now pafs 
for true worftiip in almoft all countries: I am fure, 
fome of them do fo in ours; fuch as abjed looks, dif- 
tortions, wry faces, beggarly tones, humiliation, 
and contrition. 

Varro, the moft learned among the Romans, 
was a free-thinker ; for he faid, the heathen divi- 
nity contained many fables below the dignity of 
immortal beings ; fuch for inftance as Gods be- 
gotten and proceeding from other Gods. Thefe 
^wo words I defire you will particularly remark^ 

becaufe 
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becaufe they are the very terms made ufe of by 
our priefts in their dodhrine of the Trinity. He 
fays likewife, that there are many things falfe in 
religion, and fo fay all free-thinkers ; but then he 
adds, " which the vulgar ought not to know, but 
*' it is expedient they fhould believe." In this laft 
te indeed difcovers the whole fecret of a ftatefman 
arid politician, by denying the vulgar the privilege 
^f free-thinking; and here I differ from him. 
^^owever, it is manifeft from hence, that the 
T^xinity was an invention of ftatefmen and poli- 
ticians. 

The grave and wife Cato the Cenfor will for 
^er live in that noble free-thinking faying—" I 
** wonder," faid he, " how one of your priefts 
** can forbear laughing when he fees another!'* 
For, contempt of priefts is another grand charac- 
teiiftic of a free-thinker. This fliews that Cato 
underftood the whole myftery of the Roman " re- 
** ligion as by law eftabliftied." I beg you. Sir, 
not to overlook thefe laft words, *' religion as by 
" law eftablifhed." I tranflate harufpex into the 
general word, priejl. Thus I apply the fentence to 
our priefts in England ; and, when Dr. Smallridgc 
fees Dr. Atterbury, I wonder how either of them 
can forbear laughing at the cheat they put upon 
the people, by making them believe their " rcli- 
" gion as by law eftablifhed." 

Cicero, that confummate philofopher and noble 
patriot, though he was a prieft, and confequently 
more likely to be a knave, gave the greateft proofs 
of his free-thinking. Firft, he profefled the fceptic 
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philofophy, which doubts of every thing. Then, 
he wrote two treatifes ; in the firft, he fhews the 
weaknefs of the Stoicks* arguments for tne being 
of the Gods: in the latter he has deftroyed the 
whole revealed religion of the Greeks and Romans; 
for why fhould not theirs be a revealed religion b» 
well as that of Chrift? Cicero likewife tells us, a& 
his own opinion, that they who ftudy philofophy 
do not believe there are any Gods : he denies the 
immortality of the foul, and fays, there can be no- 
thing after death. 

And becaufe the priefts have the impudence to 
quote Cicero, in their pulpits and pamphlets, againfi 
free-thinking; I am refolvcdto difarm them of his 
authority. You mull know, his philofophical 
works are generally in dialogues, where people 
are brought in difputing againfi one another. Now 
the priefts, when they fee an argument to prove a 
God, offered perhaps by a Stoick, are fuch knaves 
x)r blockheads, to quote it as if it were Cicero's 
own; whereas Cicero was fo noble a free-thinker, 
that he believed nothing at all of the matter, nor 
ever fhews the leaft inclination to favour fuperfti- 
tion, or the belief of God, and the immortality of 
the foul ; unlefs what he throws out fomctimes to 
fave himfelf from danger, in his fpeeches to the 
Roman mob ; whofe religion was, however, much 
more innocent, and lefsabfurd,than that of popery at 
leaft: and I could fay more — but you underftand 
me. 

Seneca was a great free-thinker, and had a noble 
notion of th^ worlhip of the Gods, for which our 

3 ^tlcft^ 
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! priefts would call any man an atheift : he laughs at 

morning devotions, or worfhipping upon Sabbath-* 

days ; he fays, God has no need of minifters and 

fcrvants, becaufe he himfelf ferves mankind. This 

religious man, like his religious brethren the Stoicks, 

denies the immortality of the foul ; and fays, all 

that is feigned to be fo terrible in hell is but a 

feble : death puts an end to all our mifery, &fr* 

^et the priefts were antiently fo fond of Seneca, 

that they forged a correfpondence of letters between 

him and St. Paul. 

> Solomon himfelf, whofe writings are called " the 
** word of God,*' was fuch a free-thinker, that if 
ht were now alive, nothing but his building of 
churches could have kept our priefts from calling 
liim an atheift. He affirms the eternity of the 
world almoft in the fame manner with Manilius 
the heathen philofophical poet, wluch opinion en- 
tirely overthrows the hiftory of the creation by 
Mofes, and all the New Teftament : he denies the 
mmortality of the foul, afliires us, *' that men die 
* like beaft^,'' and " that both go to one place." 

The prophets of the Old Teftament were gene- 
-ally free-thinkers. You muft underftand, that 
:heir way of learning to prophefy was by mufic 
md drinking. Thefe prophets wrote againft the 
*ftablifhed religion of the Jews (which thofe people 
looked upon as the inflitution of God himfelf) as if 
:hey believed it was all a cheat : that is to lay, with 
is great liberty againft the priefts and prophets of 
[frael, as Dr. Tindal did lately againft the priefts 
sind prophets of our lirael, who has clearly ihewn 

them 
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them and their religion to be cheats. To prove 
this, you may read feveral paffages in Ifaiah, Eze- 
kiel, Amos, Jeremiah, ?5fr. wherein you will find 
fuch inftances of free-thinking, that, if any Eng- 
lifhman had talked fo in our days, their opinions 
would have been regiftered in Dn Sachevereirs 
trial, and in the reprefentation of the lower houfe of 
convocation, and produced as fo^ many proofs of the 
prophanenefs, blafphemy, and atheifm of the na- 
tion ; there being nothing more prophane, blaf- 
phemous, or atheiftical, in thofe reprefentations, 
than what thefe prophets have fpoken, whofc 
writings are yet called by our priefts " the 
*' word of God." And therefore thefe prophets 
are as much atheifts as myfelf, or as any of my 
free-thinking brethren whom I lately named to 
you. 

Jofephus was a great free-thinker. I wifh he 
had chofcn a better fubjedl to write on, than thofe 
ignorant, barbarous, ridiculous fcoundrels the Jews, 
whom God (if we may believe the priefts) thought 
fit to choofe for his own people. I will give you 
fome inftances of his free-thinking. He fays, Cain 
travelled through feveral countries, and kept com- 
pany with rakes and profligate fellows ; he cor- 
rupted the fimplicities of former times, ^c. which 
plainly fuppofes men before Adam, and confe- 
quently that the priefts' hiftory of the creation by 
Mofes, is an impofture. He fays, the Ifraelites 
pafling through the Red Sea, ^v:is no more than 
Alexander's pafling at the Pamphiliaji fea ; that as 
for the appearance of God at Mount Sinai, the 

reader 
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[reader may believe it as he pleafes; that Mofcs 
perfuaded the Jews, he had God for his guide, juft 
as the Greeks pretended they had their laws from 
Apollo. Thefc are noble ftrains of free-thinkiug, 
which the priefts know not how to folvc, but by 
thinking as freely ; for one of them fays, that Jo- 
fcphus wrote this, to make his work acceptable to 
Che heathens, by ftriking out every thing that was 
incredible. 

Origen, who was the firft Chriftian that had any 
learning, has left a noble teftimony of his free- 
thinking ; for a general council has determined him 
to be damned ; which plainly fhews he was a free- 
thinker, and was no faint : for, people were only 
feinted becaufe of their want of learning and ex- 
cels of zeal ; fo that all the fathers who are called 
faints by the priefts, were worfe than atheifts. 

Minutius Felix feems to be a true, modem, la- 
titudinarian, frce-thinklng Chriftian ; for he is 
againft altars, churches, public preaching, and 
public aflemblies ; and likewife againft priefts ; for, 
^e fays, there were feveral great flouriftiing em- 
pires before there were any orders of priefts in the 
^orld. 

Synefius, who had too much learning and too 
Mttle zeal for a faint, was for fome time a great 
^ree-thinker ; he could not believe the refurredlion 
"^11 he was made a bilhop, and then pretended to 
le convinced by a lying miracle. 

To come to our own country! My lord Bacon 
was a great frt:c-thinker, v/hcn he tells us, " that 

" whatever 
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" whatever has the leaft relation to religion is par- 
" ticularly liable to fufpicion ;'' by which he feenw 
to fufpedt all the fa£ts whereon moft of the fupcr- 
ftitions (that is to fay, what the priefts call the refi- 
gions) of the world are grounded. He alfo pre- 
fers atheifm before fuperftition, 

Mr. Hobbes was a perfon of great learning, vir- 
tue, and free-thinking, except in his high-church 
politicks. 

But arclibifhop Tillotfon is the perfon whom aff 
EngUlh free-thinkers own as their head; and hif 
virtue is indifputable for this manifeft reafon, that 
Dr. Hickes, a prieil, calls him an atheift ; fays, he 
caufed feveral to turn atheifts, and to ridicule the 
priefthood and religion, Tliefe muft be allowed 1 
to be noble efFefts of free-thinking. This great \ 
prelate affures us, that all the duties of the Chrift« 
ian religion, with refpedi to God, are no other but 
what natural light prompt men to, except the two 
facraments, and praying to God in the name and 
mediation of Chrift. As a pricft and prelate, he 
was obliged to fay fomething of Chriftianity ; but 
pray obferve. Sir, how he brings himfelf off. He 
juftly affirms, that even thefe things are of lefs mo- 
ment than natural duties ; and becaufe mothers 
nurfing their children is a natural duty, it is of 
more moment than the two facraments, or than 
praying to God in che name and by the mediation 
of Chrift. This free-thinking archbifhop could not 
allow a miracle fufficient to give credit to a prophet^ 
who taught any thing contrary to our natural no- 
tions ; 
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tions : by which, it is plain, he rejedcd at once 
all the myfteries of Chriftianity. 

I could name one-and-twcnty more great men, 
who were all free-thinkers ; but that I fear to be 
tedious: for it is certain that all men of fenfe de- 
part from the opinions commonly received ; and 
are confequently more or lefs men of fenfe, ac- 
cording as they depart more or lefs from the opi- 
iiioas commonly received: neither can you name 
la enemy to free-thinking, however he be dignified 
or diftinguilhed, whether archbiihop, bifhop, prieft) 
or deacon^ who has not been either " a crack- 
^ brained enthufiafl, a diabolical villain, or a moft 
" profound ignorant brute.'* 

Thus, Sir, I have endeavoured to execute your 
umimands, and you may print this Letter if you 
pleafe: but I would have you conceal your name. 
For jmy opinion of virtue is, that we ought not to 
renture doing ourfelvea harm, by endeavouring to 
|o good. I am. 

Yours, Ss^r, 



M4 A B S T R' A C T O F 



CONCLUSION 

I HAVE here given the public a brie 
faithful abftrad of this moft excellent 1 
wherein I have all along religioufly adhered 
author's notions, and generally to his words, 
out any other addition than that of explaii 
few neceffary confequences, for the fake of 
rant readers j for, to iribofe who have the let 
gree of learning, I own, they will be wholl 
lefs. I hope I have not, in any fingle inl 
xnifreprefented the thoughts of this adn 
writer. If I have happened to miftake th 
inadvertency, I entreat he will condefcend 
form me, and point out the place ; upon wh 
will immediately beg pardon both of him ar 
world. The defign of his piece is to recom 
free-thinking ; and one chief motive is the ex 
of many excellent men who were of that fcdl, 
produces as the principal points of their free-thin 
that they denied the being of a God, the tor 
of hell, the immortality of the foul, the Ti 
incarnation, the hiftory of the creation by ^ 
with many other fuch " fabulous and blafphc 
" ftories," as he judicioufly calls them: an 
aflerts, that whoever denies the moft of thefe, 
completeft free-thinker, and confequently the 
and moft virtuous man. 

The author, fenfible of the prejudices of th< 
does not diredly affirm himfelf an atheift j ht 
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ther than to pronounce that atheifm is the 
erfeiSt degree of free-thinking ; and leaves the 
to form the conclufion. However, he feems 
)w, that a man may be a tolerable free- 
r, though he does believe a God j provided 
:erly rejeds " providence, revelation, the 
and New Teftament, future rewards and 
ifliments, the immortality of the foul," and 
:he like impoffible abfurdities. Which mark 
^rabundant caution, facrificing truth to the 
ition of priefts, may perhaps be fofgiven, 
ight not to be imitated by any who would 
(even in this author's judgment) at the true 
ion of free-thinking. 



L. X. 



T O 

A MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
IN IRELAND, 

Upon chufing a new Speaker there. 

Written in the Year 1708. 

SIR, 

YOU may eafily believe I am not at all fur-- 
prized at what you tell me, fince it is but a 
confirmation of my own conjed:ure that I fent you 
laft week, and made you my reproaches upon at a 
venture. It looks exceedingly llrange, yet I be- 
lieve it to be a great truth, that in order to carry a 
point in your houfe, the two following circum- 
ftances are of great advantage : firft, to have an ill 
caufe ; and, fecondly, to be a minority. For both 
thefe circumftances, are extremely apt to invite 
men, to make them affiduous in their attendance, 
watchful of opportunities, zealous for gaining over 
profelytes, and often fuccefsful ; which is not to 
be wondered at, when favour and intereft are on 
the fnle of their opinion. Whereas, on the con- 
trary, a majority with a good caufe are, negligent 
and fupinc. They think it fufficient to declare 
themfclves upon opinion in favour of theirfiarty j 
7 but, 
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Wt^ failing againft the tide of favour and prefer- 
ment, they are eafily fcattered and driven back. In 
fliort, they want a common principle to cementf 
and motive to fpirit them: for, the bare adling 
upon a principle from the dictates of a good con- 
fcience, or profpe£t of ferving the public^ will not 
V* S9 very far under the prefent difpofitions of man- 
m kind. This was amply verified lad feflion of par- 
m ^^ament, upon occafion of the liioney-bill, the me- 
m ^ts of which 1 Ihall not pretend to examine. It is 
f ^^ough, that upon the firft news of its tranfmiffion 
*^ther, in the form in which it afterwards appeared, 
^lic members, upon difcourfe with their friends, 
<cemed unanimous againft it ; 1 mean thofe of both 
parties, except a few, who were looked Upon aft 
perfons ready to go any lengths prefcribed them by 
the court. Yet, with only a weak canvafling 
among a very few hands, the bill pafled, after a 
full debate, by a very great majority. Yet, I be- 
lieve, you will hardly attempt perfuading me, ot 
any body elfe, that one man in ten, of thofe who 
changed their language, were moved by reafond 
any way afFefting the merits of the caufe, but 
merely through hope, fear, indolence, or good- 
manners. Nay, I have been afliired from good 
hands, that there was ftill a number fufficient to 
make a majority againft the bill, if they had not 
apprehended the other fide to be fecure ; and there- 
fore thought it imprudence, by declaring them- 
felves, to difoblige the government to no purpofe. 

Refle^^g upon this, and forty other paffages, 
in thc*reveral houfes of commons fince the Revo- 

Qji lution, 
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lution, makes me apt to think, there is nothing a 
chief governor can be commanded to attempt here» 
tvherein he may not fucceed, with a very compe- 
. tent Ihare of addrefs, and with fuch affiftance, as 
he will always find ready at his dev^otion. And 
therefore I repeat what I faid at firft, that I am not 
at all furprized at what you tell me. For, if there 
had been the lead fpark of public fpirit left, thofe 
who wiflied well to their country, and its conftitu- 
tion in church and (late, fliould, upon the firft news 
of the late fpeaker's promotion, (and you and I 
know it might have been dope a great deal fooner) 
have immediately gone together, and confulted 
about the fitteft perfon to fucceed him. But, by 
all I can comprehend, you have been fo far from^ 
Proceeding thus, that it hardly ever came into any 
i&f your heads. And the reafon you give, is the 
worft in the world : That none offered themfelves, 
and you knew not whom to pitch uporn It feems, 
however, the other party was more refolved, or at 
leaft not fo modeft r for, you fay, your vote is en- 
gaged againft your opinion, and fevcral gentlemen 
in my neighbourhood tell me the fame ftory of 
themfelves. This, I confefs, is of an unufual ftrain, ^ 
and a good many fteps below any condefcenfions a^ 
court will, I hope, ever require from you. I fhall J 
not trouble myfelf to inquire who is the perfon, ^ 
for whom you and others are engaged, or whetlier " 
there be more Candidates from that fide than onc» 
You tell me nothing of either ; and I neyer thouglit 
it worth the queftion to any body elfe. Bijt, in fp 
vwighty an affair, and againft your judgment, I 
^ cannot 
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cannot look upon you as irrecoverably determined. 
Therefore I defire you will give me leave to reafoq 
with you a little upon the fubjedl ; left your com- 
pliance, or inadvertency, ^ fhould put you upon 
what you may have caufe to repent of, as long as 
you live. 

You know very well, the great bufinefs of the 
high-flying Whigs, at this juncture, is, to endea- 
vour a repeal of the Teft claufe. You know like- 
wife that the moderate men, both of high and low- 
cturch, profefs to be wholly averfe from this de- 
fign, as thinking it beneath the policy of common 
gardeners, to cut down the only hedge that flickers 
from the North. Now I will put the cafe : If the 
perfon to whom you have promifed your vote, be 
one, of whom you have the leaft apprehenfio(^ 
that he will promote or aflent to the repealing 0/ 
that claufe, whether it be decent or proper he 
ihould be the mouth of an aflfembly, whereof a 
very great majority pretend to abhor his opinion ! 
Can a body, whofe mouth and heart muft go fo 
contrary ways, ever adt with fincerity, or hardly 
with confiftency ? Such a man is no proper vehicle 
to retain or convey the fenfe of the houfc, which, 
in fo many points of the greateft moment, will be 
diredUy contrary to his. It is full as abfurd, as to 
prefer a man to a biflioprick, who denies revealed 
religion. But it may poflibly be a great deal worfe. 
What if the perfon, you defign to vote into that 
important poft, fliould not only be a declared 
enemy of the facramental teft, but fliould prove to 
\}C a iblicitor^ an encourager, or even a penner of 

0^3 addreflep 
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addrefles to complain of it ? Do you think it fd 
indifferent a thing, that a promife of courfe, the 
cffeft of compliance, importunity, fhame of re- 
fufing, or any the like motive, fhall oblige you paft 
the power of retracting ? 

Perhaps you will tell me, as fome have already 
had the weaknefs, that it is of little importance to 
cither party, to have a fpeaker of their fide, his 
bufmefs being only to take the fenfe of the houfe, 
and report it ; that you often, at committees, put 
an able fpeaker into the chair, on purpofe to pre- 
vent him from flopping a bill. Why, if it were 
no more than this, I believe I fhould hardly choofe, 
even among my footmen, fuch a one to deliver a 
mefTage, whofe interefl and opinion led him to 
wifh it might mifcarry. But I remember to have 
heard colonel Birch of Herefordfhire fay, " That 
^* he was a very forry fpeaker, whofe fingle vote 
^^ was not better than fifty common ones." I am 
fure it is reckoned in England, the firfl great tefl 
of the prevalency of either party in the houfe. Sir 
Thomas Lyttelton thought that a houfe of com- 
mons with a flinking breath, (fuppofing the fpeaker 
to be the mouth) would go near to infedl every 
thing within the walls, and a great deal without. 
It Is the Imalleft part of an able fpcaker's bufinefs 
-what lie performs in the houfe ; at leaft if he be 
in with the court, when it is hard to fay, how 
many converts may be made, in a circle of dinners 
or private cabals. And you and I eafily call to 
mind a gentleman in that flation in England, who, 
by his own aits, and perfonal credit, was able %o 

draw 
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draw over a majority, and change the whole power 
of a prevailing fide, in a nice jundure of affairs, 
and make a parliament expire in one party, who 
liad lived in another. 

I am far from an inclination to multiply party- 
caufes ; but furely the beft of us, can with very ill 
grace make that an objedion, who has not been fd 
nice in matters of much lefs importance. Yet I 
have heard fome perfons of both fides gravely de^ 
liver themfelves in this manner : " Why fhould we 
•^ make the choofing of a fpeaker a party-caufe ? 
*' Let us fix upon one, who is well verfed in the 
*> pradlices and methods of parliament." And I 
believe, there are too many who would talk at the 
iame rate, if the queftion were not only about 
aboUfhing the facramental teft, but the facrament 
itfelf. 

But, fuppofe the principles of the moft artful 
speaker would have no influence, either to obtain, 
or obftrui^ any point in parliament ; who can an^*- 
fwer what effedts fuch. a choice may produce with- 
out doors ? It is obvious how fuch a matter ferves 
to raife the fpirits and hopes of the Diflenters, and 
their high-flying advocates j what lengths they run, 
what conclufions they form, and what hopes they 
entertain. Do they hear of a new friend in oflioe ? 
that is encouragement enough to pradife thp city, 
^ainft the opinion of a majority. Into an addrefs 
to the queen for repealing the facramental tefl: ; or 
iifue out their orders to the next fanatic parfon, to 
furbifli up his old fermons,. and preach and print 
jieiy one? diredly againfl; Epifcopacy, I woul4 

0^4 lay 
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ky a good wager, that if the choice of a new 
ipeaker, fucceeds exadly to their liking, we fhall 
lee it foon followed by many new attempts, either 
in the form of pamphlet, fermon, or addrefs, to 
the fame, of perhaps more dangerous purpofes. . 

Suppofing the fpeaker's office to be only an em- 
ployment of profit and honour, and a ftep to a beW 
ter J fince it is in your own gift, will you not choofc 
to beftow it upon forne perfon, whofe principles 
the majority of you pretends to approve, if it were 
6nly to be fure of a worthy man hereafter, in a 
high ftation, on the bench, or at the bar ? 

I confefs, if it were a thing poffible to be com- 
pafled, it would feem moft reafonable, to fill the 
(thair with fome perfon, who would be entirely de^ 
Toted to neither party : but, fmce there are fo few 
of that charader, and thofe either unqualified or 
iinfriended, I cannot fee . how a majority will an« 
fwer it to their reputation, to be fo ill provided of 
able perfons, that they muft have recourfe to their 
adverfaries for a leader j a proceeding, of which I 
never met with above one example, and even that 
fucceeded but ill, though it was recommended by 
an oracle ; which advifed fome city in Greece to 
beg a general from their enemies, who, in fcom, 
fent them either a fiddler or a poet, I have for- 
gotten whiqh ; and fo much I remember, that hia 
condud was fuch, that they foon grew weary pf 
him. 

You pretend to be heartily refolved againft re^ 
pealing the facramental tefl } yet at the fame time, 
give the onl^ ^cat employment ^ou have to dif- 

pofc 
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»f, to a perfon, who will take that teii againft 
:h, (by which word I underftand many a 

coiifcience) who earneftly wiflies it repealed^ 
nil endeavour it to the utmoft of his power; 
t the firft adtion after you meet, will be a 
)f contravention to that teft : and will any 
go farther than your pradice, to judge of 
principles ? 
d now I am upon this fubjefl:, T cannot con-- 

without faying fbmething to a very popular 
lent againft that facramental teft, which may 
: to fhake many of thofe, who would other-" 
wifh well enough to it. They fay, it was a 
lardfhip put upon the DifTenters, without any 
cation ; and, it is plain, could te no way 
ary, becaufe we had peaceably lived together 
g without it. They add fome other circum- 
s, of the arts by which it was obtained, and 
•rfon by whom it was inferted. Surely fuch 
z do not confidcr, that the penal laws againft 
Iters, were made wholly ineffeftual, by the 
vance and mercy of the government ; fo that 
iployments of the ftate, lay as open to them, 
ey did to the heft and moft legal fubjefts. 
wh2it progrefs they would have made, by the 
tages of a late conjundion, is obvious to 
ne ; which I take to be a full anfwer to that 
:ion, 

-member, upon the tranfmiffion of that bill 

the teft-claufe inferted, the Diflenters and 

partizans, among other topicks, (poke much 

e goo4 effedts produced by the lenity of the 
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ment : that the Prefbyterians were grown very ia^ 
coniiderable in their number and quality, and 
would daily come into the church, if we did not 
firight them from it by new feverities. When the 
aCt was paffed, they prefently changed their ftyle> 
and raifed a clamour through both kingdoms, (£ 
the great numbers of confiderable gentry who were 
laid afide, and could no longer ferve their queen 
and country : which hyperbolical way of reckon- 
ing, whea it came to be melted down into truth, 
amounted to about fifteen country juflice$, moft of 
t6em of the lo\yeft fize, for eftate, quality, or un-^ 
derftanding. However, this puts me in mind of a 
paflage told me by a great man, although I know 
not. whether it be any where recorded: That a 
complaint was made to the king and council of 
Sweden, of a prodigious fwarm of Scots, who, 
under tlje condition of pedlars, infefted that king- 
dom to fuch a degree, as, if not fuddenly pr^r 
vented, might in time prove dangerous to the ilate, 
by joining with any difcontented party. Mean 
while the Scots, by their agents, placed a good 
fum of money, to iengage the officers of the prime 
minifter in their behalf; who, in order to their 
defence, told the council, " He was aflured they 
" were but a few inconfid arable people, that lived 
** honeftly and poorly, and were not of any con- 
" fequence." Their enemies offered to prove the 
contrary : whereupon an order was made to take 
their numbers, which ^was found to amount, as I 
remember, to about thirty thoufand. The afikir 
was again brought before the cpuncil, and grea; 

reproach^ 
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reproaches made to the firft minifter for his ill 
computation ; who, prefently taking the other 
handle, faid, " He had reafon to believe, the num- 
" ber yet greater than what was returned ;" and then . 
gravely offered to the king's confideration, *^ \Vhe- 
" ther it was fafe tP render defperate fo great a 
^* body of able men, who had little to lofe, and 
" whom any hard treatment, would only ferve to 
^ unite into a power capable of difturbing, if not 
^* deftroying, the peace of the kingdom." And 
fo thev were fuffered to continue, 



SOME FEW 

THOUGHTS 

CONCERNING 

THE REPEAL OF THE TEST. 

THOSE of either fide who have written upon 
this fubjedl of the teft, in making or anfwer- 
ing objedions, feem to fail, by not preffing fuflS- 
ciently the chief point, upon which the controverfy 
turns. The arguments ufed by thofe who write 
for the church, are very good in their kind ; but 
will have little force under the prefent corruptions 
of mankind, becaufe the authors treat this fubje^ 
tanquam in republicd Platonisy et non in face R(^ 
tnuli. 

It muft be confefled, that confidering how few 
employments of any confequence, fall to the fhare 
of thofe Englifh who are born in this kingdom, 
and thofe few very dearly purchafed, at the ex- 
pence of confcience, liberty, and all regard for the 
public good, they are not worth contending for: 
and if nothing but profit were in the cafe, it would 
hardly coft pie one figh, when I fhould fee thofe 
few fcraps thrown among every fpecies of fanaticks, 
to fcuffle for among themfelves. 

And this will infallibly be the cafe, after repeal** 
ing the teft. For every fubdlvifion of fed will, 

with 
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^with equal juftice^ pretend to have a fhare j and, 
as it is ufual with fharers, will never think they 
iiave enough, while any pretender is left unpro- 
vided. I fliall not except the Quakers ; becaufe, 
-when the paffage is once let open for feds to par- 
take in public emoluments, it is very probable the 
lawfulnefs of taking oaths, and wearing carnal 
weapons, may be revealed to the brotherhood; 
which thought, I confefs, was firft put into my 
head by one of the (hrewdeft Quakers in tlus king- 
dom. 



TREATISE 

O N 

GOOD -MANNERS 

AND 

GOOD-BREEDING.' 

GOOD-MANNERS is the art of making thofe 
people eafy with whom we converfe. 

Whoever makes the fewcft perfons uneafy is the 
beft-bred in the company. 

As the beft law is founded upon reafon, fo are 
the beft manners. And as fome lawyers have in- 
troduced unreafonable things into common-law, fo 
likewife many teachers have intioduced abfurd 
things into common good-manners. 

One principal point of this art is, to fuit our be- 
haviour to the three feveral degrees of men ; our 
fuperiors, our equals, and thofe below us. 

For inftance, to prefs either of the two former 
to eat or drink, is a breach of manners ; but a 
tradefman or a farmer muft be thus treated, or elfc 
it will be difficult to perfuade them that diey arc 
welcome. 

Pride, ill-nature, and want of fenfe, are 'the 
three great fources of ill-manners ; without feme 

one 
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one of thefe defefts, no man will behave himfelf 
ill for want of experience, or of what, in the lan- 
guage of fools, is called knowing the world. 

I defy any one to affign an incident wherein 
reafon will not diredl us what we are to fay or do 
in company, if we are not miflcd by pride or ill- 
nature. 

Therefore I infift that good fenfe is the principal 
foundation of good-manners; but, becaufe the for- 
mer is a gift which very few among mankind are 
poffefled of, therefore all the civilized nations of 
the world have agreed upon fixing fome rules upon 
common behaviour, beft fuited to their general 
cuftoms or fancies, as a kind of artificial good fenfe^ 
to fupply the defeats of reafon. Without which 
the gentlemenly part of dunces would be perpetually 
at cuffs, as they feldom fail when they happen to 
be drunk, or engaged in fquabbles about women 
or play. And, God be thanked, there hardly hap- 
pens a duel in a year, which may not be imputed 
to one of thefe three motives. Upon which ac- 
count, I fhould be exceedingly forry to find the 
legiilature make any new laws againft the pradlice 
of duelling; becaufe the methods are eafy, and 
many, for a wife man to avoid a quarrel with ho- 
nour, or engage in it with innocence. And I can 
difcover no political evil in fuffering bullies, 
fharpers, and rakes, to rid the world of each other 
by a method of their own, where the law has not 
been able to find an expedient. 

As the common forms of good-manners were 
intended for regulating the condud of thole who 
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have weak underftandings ; fo they have been cor- 
rupted by the perfons for whofe ufe they were con- 
trived. For thefe people have fallen into a need- 
lefs and endlefs way of multiplying ceremonieSi 
which have been extremely troubleforae to thofc 
who pradtife them, and infupportable to every body 
elfe : infomuch that wife men are often more un- 
eafy at the over-civility of thefe refiners, than they 
could poflibly be in the converfations of peafants 
or mechanicks* 

The impertinencies of this ceremonial behaviour 
are no where better feen than at thofe tables where 
the ladies prefide, who value themfelves upon ac- 
count of th^ir good-breeding ; where a man muft 
reckon upon pafling an hour without doing any 
one thipg he has a mind to ; unlefs he will be fo 
hardy as to break through all the fettled decorum 
of the family. She determines what he loves beft, 
and how much he (hall eat ; and if the mailer of 
the houfe happens to be of the fame difpofition, 
he proceeds, in the fame tyrannical manner, to pre- 
fcribe in the drinking part : at the fame time you 
arc under the neceflity of anfwering a thou&nd 
apologies for your entertainment. And although 
a good deal of this humour is pretty well worn oflF 
among many people of the heft fafhion, yet too 
much of it ftill remains, efpecially in the country i 
where an honeft gentleman affured me, that having 
been kept four days againft his will at a friend's 
houfe, with all the circumftances of hiding his 
boots, locking up the ftable, and other contrivances 
of the like nature, he could not remember, from 

the 
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the moment he came into the houfe to the moment 
he left it, any one thing, wherein his inclination 
Was not diredlly contradid:ed j as if the whole fa- 
mily had entered into a combination to torment 
him^ 

But, befide all this, it would be endlefs to re- 
tount the many foolifh and ridiculous accidents I 
have obfenred among thefe unfortunate profelytea 
to ceremony. I have feen a duchefs fairly knocked 
down, by the precipitancy of an oflRcious coxcomb 
running to fave her the trouble of opening a door. 
I remember upon a birth-day at court, a great lady 
was utterly difconfolate by a difh of fauce let fall 
by a page diredly upon her head-drefs and bro- 
cade^ while fhe gave a fudden turn to her elbow 
upon fbme point of ceremony with the perfon who 
£it next to her. Monfieur Buys, the Dutch en- 
voy, whofe politicks and manners were much of a 
fizCf brought a fon with him, about thirteen years 
old, to a great table at court. The boy and his 
father, whatever they put on their plates, they 
firft offered round in order, to eujery perfon in 
company ; (b that we could not get a minute's quiet 
during the whole dinner. At Uft their two plates 
happened to encounter, and with fo much vio- 
lence, that, being china, they broke ixi twenty 
pieces; and ftained half the company with wet 
fweet-meats and cream. 

There is a pedantry in manners, as in all arts 
and icieaces ; and fometimes in trades. Pedantry 
b properly the over-crating of any kind of know^ 

Vol.. X. R ledge 
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ledge we pretend tp. And if that kind of know* 
ledge be a trifle in itfelf, the pedantry is the greater* 
For which reafon I look upon fiddlers, dancing- 
mafters, heralds, mafters of the ceremony, &c- to 
be greater pedants than Lipfius, or the elder Sca- 
liger. With this kind of pedants, the court, while 
I knew it, was always plentifully flocked ; I meaa 
from the gentlcman-uflier (at lead) inclufive, down- 
ward to the gentleman-porter : who are, generally 
fpeaking, the mod infignificant race of people that 
this ifland can afford, and with the fraallefl tindure 
of good-manners; which is the only trade they 
profcfs. For, being wholly illiterate, and conver- 
fmg chiefly with each other, they reduce the whole 
fyflem of breeding within the forms and circles of 
their feveral offices: and, as they are below the 
notice of minifters, they live and die in court 
under all revolutions, with great obfequioufnefs to 
thofe who are in any degree of credit or favo.uri 
and with rudenefs and infolence to every body clfc 
Whence I have long concluded, that good-manners 
are not a plant of the court growth : for if they 
were, thofe pdbple, who have uqderflandings di- 
rectly of a level for fuch acquirements, who have 
ferved fuCh long apprenticefhips to nothing elfe, 
would Certainly have picked them up. For, as to 
the great officers, who attend the prince's perfon or 
Councils, or prefide in his family, they are a tran- 
fient body, who have no better a title to good- 
manners than their neighbours, nor will probablf 
have recourfe to gentlemcn-ufhers for inifarudion. 
So that I know little to be learned at court upon 
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is head, except in the material circumilance of 
efs J wherein the authority of the maids of ho- 
»ur muft indeed be allowed to be almoft equal to 
it of a favourite adbrefs. 

I remember a pafTage my lord Bolingbroke told 
* ; that going to receive prince Eugene of Savoy 
his landing, in order to conduA him imme- 
tely to the queen, the prince faid, he was much 
icerned that he could not fee her majefty that 
jht ; for Monfieur Hoffman (who was then by) 
i affured his highnefs that he could not be ad- 
tted into her prefence with a tied-up perriwig ; 
It his equipage was not arrived j and that he had 
ieavoured in vain to borrow a long one among 
his valets and pages. My lord turned the mat- 
into a jeft, and brought the prince to her ma- 
ty ; for which he was highly cenfured by the 
lolc tribe of gentlemen-ufhers j among whom 
onfieur Hoffman, an old dull refidcnt of the 
ipcror's, had picked up this material point of 
remony; and which, I believe, was the beft 
Ton he had learned in five and twenty years 
[idence. 

I make a difference between good-manners and 
od-breeding; although, in order to vary my 
preflion, I am fometimes forced to confound 
sm. By the firft, I only underftand the art of 
membering and applying certain fettled forms of 
ncral behaviour. But good-breeding is of a 
uch larger extent; for, befide an uncommon 
grec of literature fufiRcient to qualify a gentleman 
r reading a play or a political pamphlet, it takes 
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in a great compafs of knowledge ; no lefs than 
that of dancing, fighting, gaming^ making the 
circle of Italy, riding the great horfe, and fpeaking 
French ; not to mention fome other fecondary or 
fubaltem accomplifhments, which are more eafily 
acquired. So that the difference between good-* 
breeding and good-manners lies in this ; that the 
former cannot be attained to by the befl under- 
fiandings without fludy and labour : whereas a to- 
lerable degree of reafon will inflrud): us in every 
part of good-manners, without other affiflahce. 

I can think of nothing more ufefiil upon dus 
fubjed, than to point out fome particulars, wherdn 
the very effentials of good-manners are concerned, 
the negledt or perverting of which does very 
much difturb the good commerce of the world, by 
introducing a trafiick of mutual uneaflneA in moft 
companies. 

Firll, a neceffary part of good-manntts is a 
pundhial obfervance of time at our own dweQ- 
ings, or thofe of others, or at third places ; whe- 
ther upon matter of civility, bufinefs, ordiveriion; 
which rule, though it be a plain didate of com- 
mon reafon, yet the greatefl minifler I ever knew 
was the greatefl trefpafTer againfl it ; by which all 
his bufmefs doubled upon him, and placed him in 
a continual arrean Upon which I often ufed to 
railly him, as deficient in point of good-manneff. 
I have known more than one ambaflador, and ie- * 
cretary of flate, with a very moderate portion of 
intelleduals, execute their offices with good fuccels 
and applaufe, by the mere force of exafknefs and 
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cgularity. If you duly obferve time for the fer- 
rice of another, it doubles the obligation ; if upx» 
four own account, it would be manifeft folly, as 
«rell as ingratitude, to negleft it j if both are con- 
:emed, to make your equal or inferior attend on 
jrou to his own difad vantage, is pride and injuftice. 

Ignorance of fbrms cannot properly be ftiled ill- 
manners^ becaufe forms are fubjefl: to frequent 
diangesj and confequently, being not founded 
upon reafon, are beneath a wife man's regard* 
Befides, they vary in every country ; and after a 
hort period of time, very frequently in the fame ; 
lb tliat a man, who travels, muft needs be at firft a 
llrangcr to them in every court through which he 
paffes; and, perhaps, at his return, as much a 
ttranger in his own ; and after all, they are cafier 
to be remembered or forgotten than faces or 
pames. 

Indeed,, among the many impertinencies that fu- 
perficial young men bring with them from abroad, 
this bigotry of forms is one of the principal, and 
more predominant than the reft ; who look upon 
them not only as if they were matters capable of 
admitting of choice, but even as points of import- 
ance ; and are therefore zealpus upon all occafion^ 
to introduce and propagate the new forms and 
&ftuons they have brought back with them : Sp 
that, ufually fpeaking, the worft-brcd perfon ix» 
company, is a young traveller ju(l returned frpqa 
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DEATH 
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MRS. JOHNSON [STELLA) 

THIS day, being Sunday, January 2 8th, 1727-81 
about eight o'clock at night, a feryant 
brought me a note, with an account of the death 
of the trueft, mpft virtuous, and valuable friend, 
that I, or perhaps any other perfon, was ever 
blefled with. She expired about fix in the evening 
of this day ; and as foon as I am left alone, which 
is about eleven at night, I refolve, for my own 
fatisfadtion, to fay fomething of her life and cha- 
radler. 

She was bom at Richnaond in Surry, on the 
'thirteenth day of March, in the year 1681,1 Her 
father was a younger brother of a good family ia 
Nottinghamihire, her mother of a lower degree ; 
and indeed flie had little to boaft of her birth. I 
knew her from fix years old, and had fome fhare 
in her education, by diredling what books flie 
fliould read, and perpetually inftrudiing her in the 
principles of honour and virtue j from which fhc 
hftver fwerved in any pne adtion or moment of 
her life. She was fickly from her childhpod until 
about the age of fifteen, but then grew into per- 
fect healthy and was looked upon as one of the 
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Boft beautiful, graceful, and agreeable young wo- 
nen in London, only a little too fat. Her hair 
?vas blacker than a raven, and every feature of her 
iace in perfection. She lived generally in the 
:ountry, with a family where fhe contradled an 
ntimate friendfhip with another lady, of more 
idvanced years. I was then, to my mortification, 
fettled in Ireland ; and about a year after, going 
:o vifit my friends in England, I found (he was a 
little uneafy upon the death of a perfon on whom 
fhe had fome dependance. Her fortune, at that 
time, was in all not above fifteen hundred pounds, 
the intereft of which was but a fcanty maintenance, 
in fo dear a country, for one of her fpirit. Upon 
this confideration, and indeed very much for my 
own fatisfadion, who had few friends or acquaint- 
ance in Ireland, I prevailed with her and her dear 
friend and companion, the other lady, to draw 
c^hat money they had into Ireland, a great part of 
their fortune being in annuities upon funds. 
Money was then at ten per cent, in Ireland, befide 
the advahtage of returning it, aud all neceflaries 
of life at half the price. They complied with my 
advice, and foon after came over ; but I happen- 
ing to continue fome time longer in England, they 
were much difcouraged to live in Dublin, where 
they were wholly ftrangers. She was at that time 
about nineteen years old, and her perfon was foou 
dlftinguifhed. But the adventure looked fo like 
a frolick, the cenfure held, for fome time, as if 
there were a fecret hiftory in fuch a removal ; 
vjrlucb, however, foon *blew off by her excellent 
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condud. She came over with her friend on the 
in the year 1 70 — * ; and they both lived 
together until this day, when death removed hep 
from us. For fome years paft, fhe had been vifitcd 
with continual ill-health ; and feveral times, within 
thefe laA two years, her life was defpaired o£ But, 
for this twelvemonth paft, fhe never had a day's 
health j and, properly fpeaking, fhe has been dyingj 
fix months, but kept alive, almofl againfl nature 
by the generous kindnefs of two phyiicians and 
the care of her friends. — Thus far I writ the lame 
night between eleven and twelve. 

Never was apy of her fex born with better gift$ 
of the mind, or who more improved them by read; 
ing and converfatioh. Yet her memory was not 
of the befl, and was impaired in the latter years of 
her life. But I cannot call tq mind that I ever 
onoe heard her make a wrong judgment of perfom, 
books, or affairs. Her advice was afways the befl^ 
and with the greate^ft freedom, mixt with the greateft 
decency. She had a gracefulnefs, fomewhat more 
than human, in every motion, word, and a^on. 
Never was fo happy a conjunction of civility, free- 
dom, eafmefs, and fmcerity. Tliere feemed to be 
a combination among all that knew her, to treat 
her with a dignity much beyond her rank: yet 
people of all forts were never more eafy than in 
her company. Mr. Addifon, when he waa in 
Ireland, being introduced to her, immediatdy 
found her out : and, if he had not foon after left 
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tie kingdom^ aflured me he would have ufed all 
indeavours to cultivate her friendfhip. A rude or 
t>Qceite4 coxcomb paiTed his time very ill, upon 
he leaft breach of refpeft j for, in fuch a cafe, 
he had no mercy, but was fure to expofe him to 
he contempt of the flanders-by; yet in fuch a 
nanner as he was aihanied to complain, and durfl 
lot refent. All of us who had the happinefs of 
ler friendfhip agreed unanimoufly, that, in an 
iftemoon or evening's converfation, fhe never 
Euled, before we parted, of delivering the heft 
liing that W4s (aid in the company. Soipe of U8 
liave written down feveral of her fayings, or what 
phe French call Bons Mots, wherein fhe excelled 
ilmoii: beyond belief. She never miftook the un- 
derftinding of others ; Qor ever faid a fevere word^ 
but where a much feverer was deferved. 

Her fervants loved, and aUnoH adored he^ at 
the lame time. She would, upon occafions, trea( 
thcsn with freedom: yet her demeanour was fo 
lawful, that they durf( not fail in the leafl pcnnt of 
reiped. She chid them feldom ; but it vras widi 
feverity, which had an cScGt upon them for a long 
time after. 

January 29th* My head achf s^ an4 | C^ wi^te 
110 more. 

January 30th. Tuefday. 

This is the night of the funeral, which my fick- 
nefs wt}l not fuflfer me to attend. It is now nine 
at night; and I am removed into another apartr 
meat^ that I may not f^e t^e light in the church, 
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which is juft over againft the window of my bed- 
chamber. 

With all the foftnefs of temper that became a 
lady, flie Had the perfonal courage of a hero. She 
and her friend having removed their lodgings to a 
new houfe, which ftood folitary, a parcel of rogues, 
armed, attempted the houfe, where ther« was only 
one boy: flic was then about four-and- twenty: 
and having been warned to apprehend fome fuch 
attempt, ftie learned the management of a piftolj 
and the other women and fervants being half-dead 
with fear, flie ftole foftly to her dining-room win- 
dow, put on a black hood to prevent being feen, 
primed the piftol frefh, gently lifted up the falh . 
and taking her aim with the utmoft prefence of 
mind, difcharged the piftol, loaden with the bullets, 
into the body of one villain, who flood the fdreft 
mark. The fellow, mortally wounded, was car- 
ried oflF by the reft, and died the next morning; 
but his companions could not be found. The duke 
of Ormond had often drunk her health to me upon 
that account, and had always a high efteem for her. 
She was indeed under fome apprehenfions of going 
in a boat, after fome danger ftie had narrowly 
efcaped by water ; but ftie was reafoned thoroughly 
out of it. She was never known tQ cry out, o* 
difcover any fear, in a coach or on hoiieback ; or 

any unealinefs by thofe fudden accidents with 

which moft of her fex, either by weikneis or af- ' 

fetation, appear fo much difordered. 

She never had the leaft abfence of mind in conr 

^Itrfation, iior given to interruption, or appeared 

eager 
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ager to put in her word, by waiting impatiently, 
mtil Another had done. She fpoke in a moft agree- 
able voice, in fhe plained words, never hefitating 
except out of modefty before new faces, where flie 
yas fomewhat refcrved ; nor, among her nearefl; 
iiends, ever fpoke much at a time, She was but 
ittle verfed in the common topicks of female chat ; 
candal, cenfure, and detraftion, never came out 
>f hei; mouth : yet, among a few friends, in pri- 
rate converfation, fhe made little ceremony in dif- 
rovering her contempt of a coxcomb, and defcribing 
ill his follies to the life ; but thg follies of her own 
ex, fhe was rathgr inclined to extenuate, or to 
)ity. 

When (he was once convinced by open fads of 
iny breach of truth or honour, in a perfon of high 
lation, efpecially in the church, ihe could i\ot con- 
real her indignation, nor hear them named with- 
Uit fhewing her dilpJeafure in her countenance ; 
particularly one or two of the latter fort, whom Ihe 
lad known and efteemed, but detefted above all 
nankind, when it was manifeft, that they had fa,^ 
Tificed thofe two precious virtues to their ambi- 
ion, and would much fooner have forgiven them 
he common immoralities of the laity. 

Her frequent fits of ficknefs, in moft parts of her 
ifc, had prevented her from making tKat progrefs 
p reading which fhe would otherwife have doi^Ct 
Jhc was veil verfed in the Greek and Roman flory, 
md was not unfkilled in that of France and Eng- 
and. She fpoke French perfedly, but forgot much 
>f it by negleft and ficknefs. She had read care- 
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fully all the beft books of travels, which fenre tff 
open and enlarge the mind. 3he underftood the 
Platonic and Epicurean philofophy, and judged 
very well of the defedls of the latter. She made 
yery judicious abftrafts of the beft books fhe had 
read. She underftood the nature of government^ 
and could point out all the errors of Hobbes, both 
in that and religion. She had a good inflght into 
phyfic, and knew fomewhat of anatomy j in both 
which^ ftie was inftructed in her younger days, by 
an eminent phyfician, who had her long under his 
care, and bore the higheft efteem for her perfon 
and underftanding. She had a true tafte of wit 
and good fenfe, both in poetry and profe, and was 
a perfedb good critick of flyle ; neither was it eafy 
to find a more proper or impartial judge, whofe 
advice an author might better rely on, if he in- 
tended to fend a thing into the world, provided it 
was on a fubjeft that came within the compafs of 
her knowledge. Yet, perhaps, ftie was fometime$ 
too fevere, which is a fafe and pardonable error. 
She preferved her wit, judgment, and vivacity, to 
the laft ; but often ufed to complain of her me- 
mory. 

Her fortune, with fome acceflion, could not, as 
I have heard fay, amount to much more than two 
thoufand pounds, whereof a great part fell with 
her life, having been placed upon annuities in 
England, and one in Ireland. 

In a perfpn fo extraordinary, perhaps, it may 
be pardonable to mention fome particulars, although 
of little moment, farther than to fet forth her cha- 
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iGter. Some prefcnts of gold-pieces being often 
lade to her while fhe was a girl, by her mother 
nd other friends, on promife 4o keep them ; (he 
;rew into fuch a fpirit of thrift, that, in about 
hree years, they amounted to above two hundred 
lounds. She ufed to (hew them with boailing ; but 
ler mother, apprehending fhe would be cheated of 
hem, prevailed, in fome months, and with great 
mportunities, to have thetn put out to intereft; 
9irhen, the girl, lofing the pleafure of feeing and 
rounting her gold, which fhe never failed of doing 
nany rimes in a day, and defpairing of heaping up 
iich another treafure, her humour took the quite 
contrary turn : fhe grew carelefs and fquandering 
y£ every new acquifition, and fo continued till 
ibout two and twenty ; when, by advice of fomc 
iicnds, and the fright of paying large bills of 
Tadefmen who enticed her into their debt, fhe 
)egan to refled: upon her own folly, and was never 
It reft until fhe had difcharged all her fhop-bills, 
md refunded herfelf a confiderable fum £he had 
ran out. After which, by the addition of a few 
jrears and a fuperior imderflanding, fhe became^ 
md continued all her life, a moft prudent cpco- 
nomift ; yet flill with a fbrong bent to the liberal 
(ide, wherein fhe gratified herfelf by avoiding all 
ssqpence in cloaths (which fhe ever defpifed) be- 
jTond what vras merely decent. And, akhqugh 
her frequent returns of ficknefs were very charge* 
ible, except fees to pbyficians, of which fhe met 
ivith feveral fo generous, that fhe could force no- 
liing on them, (and indeed fhe muft otherwife 

have 
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have been undone) yet (he never was withorit 
confiderable fum of ready money. Infomuch th^ 
upon her death, when her neareft friends thougb^f 
her very bare, her executors found in her ftrong 
box about a hundred and fifty pounds in golA 
She lamented the narrownefs of her fortune in no- 
thing fo much, as that it did not enable her to en- 
tertain her friends fo often, and in fo hofpitable a 
manner, as (he defired. Yet they were always 
welcome ; and, while £he was in health to dired, 
were treated with neatncfs and elegance : fo that 
the revenues of her and her companion, palFed for 
much more confiderable than they really were 
They lived always in lodgings ; their domefticb 
confifled of two maids and one man. She kept an 
account of all the family expences, from her arrival 
in Ireland to fome months before her death ; and 
fhe would often repine, when looking back upon 
the annals of her houfhold bills, that every thing 
necefTary for life was double the price, while in- 
tereft of money was funk almofl to one half; fo 
that the addition made to her fortune, was indeed 
grown abfolutely neceffary. 

[I fmce writ as I found time.] 

But her charity to the poor was a duty not to be 
diminifhed, and therefore became a tax upon thofc 
tradefmen, who furnifh the fopperies of other la- 
dies. She bought cloaths as feldom as poilible, and 
thofe as plain and cheap as confifled with the fitua* 
tion (he was ixl ; and wore no lace for many years. 
Either her judgment or fortune was extraordinary, 
in the choice of thofe on whom fhe beflowed her 
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tharity; for it went farther in doing good than 

double the fum from any other hand. And I have 

heard her fay, " fhe always met with gratitude 

** firom the poor :" which muft be owing to her 

fleiU in diftinguifhing proper objeds, as well as her 

gracious manner in relieving them. 

But (he had another quality that much delighted 
ker^ although it may be thought a kind of check 
Upon her bounty j however, it was a pleafure fhe 
could not refift : I mean, that of making agreeable 
prefents, wherein I never knew her equal, although 
it be an affair of as delicate a nature as mofl in the 
courfe of life. She ufed to define a prefent, " That 
" it was a gift to a friend of fomething he wanted,' 
" or was fond of,, and which could not be eafily 
** gotten for money." I am confident, during 
my acquaintance with her, fh^ has, in thefe and 
Ibme other kinds of liberality, difpofed of to the 
value of feveral hundred pounds. As to prefents 
made to herfelf, fhe received them with great un- 
willingnefs, but efpecially from thofe to whom (he 
had. ever given any; being, on all occafions, the 
mofl difmterefled mortal I ever knew or heard of. 

From her own difpofition, at leaft as much as 
from the frequent want of health, (he feldom made 
any vifits; but her own lodgings, from before 
twenty years old, were frequented by many perfons 
of the graver fort, who all refpeded her highly, 
upon her good fenfe, good manners, and conver-- 
fation. Among thefe were the late Primate Lind- 
iky, Bi{hop Lloyd, Bifhop Afhe, Bifhop Brown^ 
Bifhc^ Sterne, Bifhop PuUeyn, with fome others 

of 
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of later date ; and indeed the greateft number of 
her acquaintance was among the clergy. Honour^ 
truth, liberality, good-nature, and modelly, were 
the virtues (he chiefly pofTefTed, and mod valued in 
her acquaintance; and where flie found them, 
would be ready to allow for fome defeds, nor va- 
lued them lefs, although they did not fhine in 
learning or in wit ; but would never give the leaft 
allowance for any failures in the fonher, even to 
thofe who made the greateft figure in either of the 
two latter. She had no ufe of any perfon's libera- 
lity, yet her deteftation of covetous pec^le made 
her uneafy if fuch a one was in her company ; 
upon y.hich occafion fhe would fay many things 
very er.rcrtaining and humorous. 

She never intemipted any perfon who ipoke; 
ihe laughed at no miftakes they made, but helped 
them out with modefty ; and if a good thing were 
ijpoken, but negleded, fhe would' not let it fall, 
but fet it in the beft light to thofe who were pre- 
fent. She liftened to all that was faid, and had 
never the leaft diftradion or abfcnce of thought. 

It was not fafe, nor prudent, in her prefence, to 
offend in the leaft word againft modefty ; for flie 
then gave full cmptoyment to her wit, her con- 
tempt, and refcntment, under which even ftupidity 
and brutality were forced to fink into conflUion ; 
and the guilty perfon, by her future avoiding him 
like a bear or a fatyr, was never in a way to traaf- 
grefs a fecond time. 

It happened one fingle coxcomb, of the jwct 
kind) was in her company, among feveral p^ier 

ladies; 
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ladies ; and in his flippant way, began to deliver 
fome double meanings : the reft flapped their fans, 
and iifed the other common expedients pradifed in 
fuch cafes, of appearing not to mind or compre- 
hend what was faid* Her oehaviour was very dif- 
ferent, and perhaps may be cenfured. She faid 
thus to the man : " Sir, all thefe ladies and I un- 
" derftimd your meaning very well, having, in 
" fpite of our care, too often met with thofe of 
*' your fex who wanted manners and good fenfe. 
" But, believe me, neither virtuous nor even vi- 
*' cious women love fuch kind of converfation. 
^^ However^ I will leave you, and report yg^r be*- 
" haviour : and whatever vilit I make, I 1^1 firfl 
" inquire at the door whether you are in the houfe, 
" that I may be fure to avoid you/' 1 know not 
whether a majority of ladies would approve of 
fuch a proceeding j but I believe the practice of it 
would foon put an end to that corrupt converfa- 
tion, the worft effe£l of dullnefs, ignorance, impu- 
dence, and vulgarity ; and the highefl affront to the 
modefty and underftanding of the female fex. 

By returning very few vifits, ihe had not much 
company of Iier owariex, except thofe whom fhe 
mod loved for their eafmefs, or cfl:eemed for their 
good fenfe ; and thofe, not infilling on ceremonj^ 
came often to her. But fhe rather chofe men for 
her companions, the ufual topicks of ladies dif- 
courfe being fuch as flie had little knowledge of, 
and lefs relilh. Yet no man was upon the Vack 
to entertain her, for fhe eafily defcended to any 
thing that was innocent aad diverting. News, 
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politicks, cenfure, family-management, or town- 
talk, (he always diverted to fomething elfe ; but 
thefe indeed feldom happened, for fhe chofe her 
company better : and therefore many, who miftook 
her and themfelvcs, having folicited her acquaint- 
ance, and finding thcmfelves difappointcd after a 
few vifits, dropped off; and fhe was never known 
to inquire in'to the reafon, or alk what was become 
of them. 

She was never pofitive in arguing; and (he 
ufually treated thofe who were fo, in a manner 
which well enough gratilied that unhappy difpofi- 
tion ; yet in fuch a fort as made it very con- 
temptible, and at the fame time did fome hurt to 
the owners. Whether this proceeded from her 
eafmefs in general, or from her indifference to per- 
fons, or from her defpair of mending them, or 
from the fame prafticc which (he much Hked in 
Mr. Addifon, I cannot determine ; but when fhe 
faw any of the company very warm in a wrong 
opinion, flie was more inclined to confirm them in 
it than oppofe them. The excufe fhe commonly 
gave, when her friends alked the reafon, was, 
" That it prevented lioife, %d faved time.'* Yet 
I have known her very angry with fome, whom 
fhe much efteemed, for fomctimes falling into that 
infirmity. 

She loved Ireland much better than the genera- 
lity of thofe who owe both their birth anfl riches 
to it ; and, having brought over all the fortune 
fhe had in money, left the reverfion of the befl 
part of it, one thoufand pounds, to Dr. Stephens's 

Ho^kal. 
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llofpital. She detefted the tyranny and injuftice 
of England, in their treatment of this kingdom. 
She had indeed reafon to love a country, where 
flie had the efteem and friendfliip of all who knew 
her, and the univerfal good report of all who ever 
heard of her, without one exception, if I am told 
the truth by thofe who keep general converfation. 
Which charader is the more extraordinary, in fall- 
ing to a perfon of fo much knowledge, wit, and 
vivacity, qualities that are ufed to create envy, and 
confequently cenfure ; and muft be rather imputed 
to her great modefty, gentle behaviour, and inof- 
fexiiivenefs, than to her fuperior virtues. 

Although her knowledge, from books and com- 
pany, was much more extenfive than ufually falls 
to the (hare of her fex ; yet (he was fo far from 
making a parade of it, that her feV^Ule vifitants^ on 
their firft acquaintance, who expeGed to difcover 
it by what they call hard words and deep difcoi^rfe, 
would be fometimes difappointed, and fay, *' They 
" found fhe was like other women.'' But wife 
men, through all her modefty, whatever they dif- 
courfed on, could ' eafily obferve that fhe under- 
ftood theni very ^11, by the judgment fhfewn in 
jhcr obfervations, as well as in her queftions. 



S 2 



CHARACTER 

O F 

MRS. HOWARD. 

Written in the Year iVfDCCXXVH. 

I SHALL fay nothing of her wit or beautV, 
which are allowed by all perfons who can judgd 
of either, when they hear or fee her. Befides* 
beauty being tranfient, and a trifle, cannot juftly 
make part of a character. And I leave others to 
celebrate her wit, becaufe it will be of no ufe in 
that part of her charadler which I intend to draw. 
Neither fhall I relate any part of her hiftory ; far- 
ther than that (he went, in the prime of her youth, 
to the court of Hanover with her hufband, and 
became of the bedchamber to the prefent princefs of 
Wales, living in expedlatidn of the Queen's* 
death : upQti which event fhe came over with her 
miftrefs, and has ever fmce continued in her fcr- 
vice ; where, from the attendance daily paid her 
by the minifters, and all expe<5arits, (he is fecfkoned 
much the greateft favourite of the court at Lei- 
cefter-houfe : a fituation which (he has long af- 
feded to defire that it might not be believed. 

Tliere is no politician who more carefully watches 
the motions and difpofitions of things and perfons 

• Qgeen Anne. 

at 
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at St. James's, nor can form his language with a 
more imperceptible dexterity to the prefent pofture 
of a court, or more early forefee what ftyle may 
be proper upon any approaching jundhure of affairs; 
whereof fhe can gather early intelligence without 
afking it, and often when even thofe from whom 
fhe has it are not fenfible that they are giving it to 
her, but equally with others admire her fagacity. 
Sir Robert Walpole and ihe both think they un- 
derftand;each other, and are bo^h equally miftaken. 
With perfons where flie is to maiiage, fhe is very 
dextrous in that point of fkill which the French 
call tater le pave ; vf\xh others, fhe i^ a great vin- 
dicator of ail prefent proceedings, but in fuch a 
manner, as if fhe were under no concern farther 
than her own convidion, and wondering how any 
body can think othcrwife. And the danger is, 
that fhe may come in time to believe herfelf; 
which, under a change of princes, and a great ad- 
dition of credit, might have bad confequences. 
She is a mofl unconfcionable dealer ; for, in re^ 
turn of a few good words, which fhe gives to her 
lords and gentlemen daily waiters before their faces, 
flie gets ten thoufand from them behind her back, 
which are of real fervice to her character. The 
credit fhe has is managed with the utmofl thrift ; 
and whenever fhe employs it, which is very rarely, 
it is only upon fuch occafions where fhe is fure to 
get much more than fhe fpends. For inflance, fhe 
would readily prefs Sir Robert Walpole to do fbme 
favour for colonel Churchill, or Doddirjgton 5 the 
prince^ for a mark of grace to '^x. Schutz ; and 

S ^ the 
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the princcfs, to be kind to Mrs. Qayton.. Sho 
fometimqs falls into the general miftake of all cour« 
tiers, which is that of not fuiting her talents to the 
abilities of others, but thinking thofe fhe deals 
with to have lefs art than they really poffefs ; fo 
that fhe may poffibly be deceived when {he thinks 
ilie deceives. . 

In all offices of life, except thofe of a courtier, 
fhe adls with juftice, gcft^lrofity, and truth. She 
is ready to do good as a private perfon, and I woul4 
aln^ofl think in charity that fhe will not do harm 
as a courtier, urdefs to pleafe thofe in chief power. 

In religion fhe is at leafl a Latitudinarian, being 
not an enemy to books written by the Free- 
thinkers; and herein fhe is the more blameable, 
becaufe fhe has too much morality to fland in need 
of them, requiring only a due degree of faith for 
putting her in the road to falvation. I fpeak this 
of her as a private lady, not as a court-favourite, 
for, in the latter capacity, fhe can fliew neither 
faith nor works. 

If fhe had never feen a court, it is not impof- 
lible that fhe Height haye been a friend. 

She abounds in good words, and expreffions of 
good wiflies, and will concert a hundred fchemes 
for the fervice of thofe whom fhe would be thought 
to favour: fchemes, that fometimes arife from 
ihem, and fometimes from herfelf ; although, at 
the fame time, fhe very well knows theni to be 
without the leafl probability of fucceeding. But, 
tp do her juftice, fhe never feeds or deceives any 

perfon 
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perfon with promifes, where flie does not at the 
fame time intend a degree of fincerity. 

She is, upon the w^hole, an excellent companion 
for men of the bell accomplilhments, who have 
nothing to defire or expe(3:. 

What part (he may acft hereafter, ia a larger 
fphere, as lady of the bedchamber to a great 
Q^-n, (upon fuppofmg the death of his prcfent 
Majefty*, and of the earl of Suffolk, to whofe 
title her huiband fucceeds) and in high efteem 
with a K — g, neither fhe nor I can foretel. My 
own opinion is natural and obvious ; that her ta- 
lents as a courtier will fpread, enlarge, and mul- 
tiply to fuch a degree, that her private virtues, for 
want of room and time to operate, will be laid up 
cUan (like clothes in a cheft) to be ufed and put 
on, whenever fatiety, or fome reverfe of fortune, 
or encreafe of ill health, (to which laft fhe is fub- 
je£t) fhall difpofe her to retire. In the mean 
time, it will be her wifdom to take care that they 
niay not be tarniflied or moth-eaten, for w^ant of 
firing and turning at leaft once a year. 

• George the Firft, 
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PRIMATE MARSH, 

MAIISH has the reputation of moft profound 
aqd univerfal learning ; this is the general 
opinion, neither can it be eafily difproved. An 
old rufty iron-cheft in a banker's fhpp, ftrongly 
lockt, and wonderful heavy, i§ fqll of gold j this is 
the general opinion, neither can it be difproved, 
provided the key be loft, and what is in it he 
wedged fo clofe that it will not by any motion dif- 
cover the petal by the chinking. Doing good 15 
his pleafure ; and as no man confults another in his 
pleafures, neither does he in this ; by his aukward- 
nefs and unadvifednefs disappointing his own good 
defigns. His high ftatJon h^ placed him in the 
way of great employments, which, without in th§ 
Icaft polilhing his native rufticity, have given him 
a tindure of pride and ambition. But thefe vice^ 
would have pafled concealed under his natural (im^ 
plicity, if he had not endeavoured to hide them by 
art. His difpofition to ftudy is the very fapie with 
that of a ufurer to hoard up nioney, or of a vicious 
young fellow to a wench : pothing but avarice and 
evil concupifcence, to which his conftitution has 
fortunately given a more innocent turn. He is 
fordid and fufpicious in his domeftics, without Iovq 

or 
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red ; which is but rcafonable, fince he has 
r friend nor enemy ; without joy or grief j 
rt, without all pafiions but fear, to which of 
lers he has leaft temptation, having nothing 
or to lofe ; no pofterity, relation, or friend 
folicitous atout ; and placed by his ftation 
the reach of fortune or envy. He has 
qut the fecret of preferring n^en without dcr 
g their thanks; and where Jie difpenfes his 
rs to perfons of merit, they are lefs obliged to 
ban to fortune. He is the firft of humaQ 
that with great advantages of learning, piety, 
:ation, ever efcaped being a great man. Tha^ 
i reliflies beft with him, is mixt liquor and 
company ; and he is feldom unprovided with 
bad of both. He is fo wife as to value hi§ 
bealth more than other mens nofes, fo that the 
honourable plac(5 at his table is much the worft, 
tally in fummer. It has been aflSrmed that 
lally he was not altogether devoid of wit, till 
s extruded frpm his head to make room for 
mens thoughts. He will admit a governor, 
ded it be one who is very officious and dili- 
outwardly pious, and one that knows how 
mage and make the moft of his fear. No 
will be either glad or forry at his death, ex- 
his fucceifor. 
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VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 

LAWS penned with the utmoft care and cx- 
aftnefs, and in the vulgar language, are 
often perverted to wrong meanings ; then why 
fliould we wonder that the Bible is fo ? 

Although men are accufed for not knowing their 
weaknefs, yet perhaps as few know their own | 
ftrength. • 

A man feeing a wafp creeping into a vial filled 
with honey, that was hung on a fruit-tree, faid 
thus : Why, thou fottifh animal, art thou mad to 
go iftto the vial, where you fee many hundred of 
your kind dying before you ? The reproach is juft, 
anfwercd the wafp, but not from you men, who 
are fo far from taking example by other people's 
follies, that you will not take warning by your 
own. If after falling fcveral times into this vial, 
and efcaping by chance, I fliouId fall in again, I 
ihould then but refcmble you. 

An old mifer kept a tame jack-daw, that ufed to 
ileal pieces of money, and hide them in a hole, 
which the cat obferving, afked. Why he would 
hoard ^up thofe round fhining things that he could 
make no ufe of? Why, faid the jack-daw, my 
mafter has a whole chcft-full, and makes, no more 
ufe of them than I. 

Men 
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Men are contented to be laughed at for their wit, 
ut not for their folly. 

If the men of wit and genius would refolve 
icver to complain in their works of criticks and 
ctraSors, the next age would not know that they 
7er had any* 

After all the maxims and fyftems ^f trade and 
ommerce, a ftander-by would think the affairs of 
he world were moft ridiculoufly contrived. 

There are few countries, which, if well culti- 
ated, would not fupport double the number of 
leir inhabitants, and yet fewer where one third 
art of the people are not extremely ftinted even in 
le neceffaries of life. I fend out twenty barrels of 
om, which would maintain a family in bread for 
year, and I bring back in return a veflel of wine, 
^hich half a do;ten good fellows would drink in 
sfs than a month, at the pxpence of their health 
ad reafon. 

A motto for the jefuits : 

^ua regio in terris nojlrl non plena laboris ? 

A man would have bqt few fpedtators, if he of- 
•red to fhew for three-pence how he could thruft 

red hot iron into a barrel of gunpowder, and it 
bould not take tire. 

Query, Whether churches are not dormitories of 
he living as well as of the dead ? 

Harry Killegrew faid to lord Wharton, " You 
^ would not fwear at that rate, if you thought 
^ you were doing God honour." 

A copy of verfcs kept in the cabinet, and only 
licvfa to a few fnends, is like a virgin much 
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fought after and admired ; but when printed and 
publiftied, is like a common whore, whom any 
body may purchafe for half a crown. 

Lewis the XI Vth of France fpent his life in turn- 
ing a good name into a great. 

Since the union of divinity and humanity is the 
great article of pur religion, it is odd to fee feme 
clergymen in their writings of divinity, wholly 
devoid of humanity. 

The Epicureans began to fpread at Rome in the 
empire of Auguftus, a$ the Soginians, and even the 
Epicureans too did in England towards the end d 
king Charles tlie fecond's reign ; which is reckoned, 
though very ^bfurdly, our Auguftan age. They 
both feem to bp corruptions occafioned by luxury 
and peace, and by pplitenefs beginning to decline. 

Sometimes I read a book ^ith pleafure, and de^ 
teft the author. 

At a bookfeller's fhop fome time ago I faw a 
book with this title ; " Poems by the author of the 
" Choice." Not enduring to read a dozen lines, 
I i^ed the company vyith me, whether they had 
ever feen the book, or heard of the poem whence 
the author denominated himfelf ; they were all as 
ignorant as I. But I find it common with thefc 
fmall dealers in wit and learning, to give themfelves 
a title from their firft adventure, as Don Quixote 
ufually did from his laft. This arifes from that 
great importance which every man fuppofes him^ 
felf to be of. 

Qne Dennis, commonly called the critick, who 
ha4 writ a three-penny pamphlet againft the powef 

of 
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tof France, being in the country and hearing of a 
trench privateer hovering about the coaft, although 
he were twenty miles from the fea, fled to town, 
and told his friends, they need not wonder at hii 
liafte ; for the king of France, having got intelli- 
gence where he was, had fent a privateer on pur- 
pofe to catch him. 

Dr. Gee, prebendary of Weftrainftcr, who had 
ymt a fmall paper againft popery, being obliged 
to travel for his health, afFeded to difguife his per- 
fon, and change his name, as he pafled through 
Portugal, Spain, and Italy ; telling all the Englifli 
he met, that he was afraid of being murdered, or 
put into the inquifition. He was ading the fame 
farce at Paris, till Mr. Prior (who was then fecre- 
tary to the embafly) quite difconcerted the dodor, 
by malicioufly difcovering the fecret ; and offering 
to engage body for body, that not a creature would 
hurt him, or had ever heard of him or his pam- 
phlet. 

A chambermaid to a lady of my acquaintance, 
thirty miles from London, had the very fame turn 
of thought, when talking with one of her fellow- 
Tervants, ftie faid ; " I hear it is all over » London 
*' already that I am going to leave my lady: 
and fo had a footman, who being newly married, 
defired his comrade to tellhim freely what the town 
laid of it. 

When fomebody was telling a certain great mi- 
nifter, that people were difcontented ; " Poh, faid 
** he, half a dozen fools are prating in a coffee- 

" houie, 
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^ houfe, and prefently think theirown noife about 
** their ears is made by the world." 

The death of a private man is generally of fo 
little importance to the world, that it cannot be a 
thing of great importance in itfelf ; and yet I do 
not obferve from the pradice of mankind, that 
either philofophy or nature have fufficiently armed 
us againft the fears which attend in Neither do 
I find any thing able to reconcile us to it, but ex- 
treme pain, flianie, or defpair ; for poverty, ira- 
prifonment, ill fortune, grief, fickiiefs, and old age, 
do generally fail. 

Whence comes the cuftom of bidding a woman 
look upon her apron-ftrings to find an excufe? 
Was it not from the apron of fig-leaves worn by 
Eve, when fhe covered herfelf, and was the firft 
of her fex who made a bad excufe for eadng the 
forbidden fruit? 

I never wonder to fee men wicked, but I often 
wonder to fee them not afhamed. 

Do not we fee how eafily we pardon our own 
adions and paflions, and the very infirmities of 
our bodies ; why fhould it be wonderful to find 
us pardon our own dullnefs ? 

Dignity and ftation, or great riches, are in fome 
fort neceffary to old men, in order to keep the young 
at a diftance, who are otherwife apt to infult them 
upon the fcore of their age. 

There is no vice or folly that requires fo much 
nicety and fkill to manage, as vanity; nor any, 
which, by ill management, makes fo contemptible 
a figure, 

S . Obfer- 
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Obfervation is an old man's memory. 

Politicks are nothing but corruptions, and are 
confequently of no ufe to a good king or a good 
miniftry ; for which reafon all courts are fo full of 
politicks. 

Eloquencc^fmooth and cutting, is like a razor 
whetted with oil. 

Imaginary evils foon become real ones by in- 
dulging our refledions on them ; as he, who in a 
melancholy fancy fees fomething like a face on the 
wall or the wainfcot, can, by two or three touches 
with a lead pencil, make it look vifible, and agree- 
ing with what he fancied. 

Men of great parts are often unfortunate in the 
management of publick bufmefs, becaufe they are 
apt to go out of the^ common road by the quick- 
nefs of their imagination. This I once faid to my 
lord Bolingbroke, and defired he would obferve, 
that the clerks in his office ufed a fort of ivory 
knife with a blunt edge to divide a fheet of paper, , 
which never failed to cut it even, only requiring a 
fteady hand, whereas if they fhould make ufe of a 
(harp periknife, the fharpnefs w^ould make it go 
often out of the creafe, and disfigure the paper. 

" He who does not provide for his own houfe, 
** (St. Paul fays) is worfe than an infidel.'* And 
1 think, he who provides only for his own houfe, 
1$ juft equal with an infidel. 

Jealoufy, like fire, may fhrivel up horns, but it 
makes them llink. 

A foot** 
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A footman's hat fhould Rj off to every body; 
and therefore Mercury, \cho was Jupiter's footaian, 
had wings fattened to his cap. 

When a man pretends love, but coutts for mo- 
ney, he is like a juggler, who conjures away your 
Ihilling, and conveys fomethlng trery indecent 
under the hat. 

All panegy ricks are mingled with an infufion of 
poppy- ^^ 

1 have known men happy enough at ridicule^ 
who upon grave fubjeds were perfedly ftupid j of 
which Dr. Echard of Cambridge, who writ " The 
*^ contempt of the clergy*' was a great inftance. 

One top of Parnaflus was facred to Bacchus^ the 
other to Apollo. 

Matrimony has many children ; Repentance, 
Difcord, Poverty, Jealoufy, Sicknefs, Spleen, Loath- 
ing, &c. 

Vifion is the art of feeing things invifible^ 

The two maxims of any great man at court, are, 
always to keep his countenance, and never to keep 
his word. 

I afked a poor man how he did ? He faid, he 
was like a wafhball, always in decay. 

Hippocrates, Aph. 32. Sedt. 6. obferves, that 
fluttering people arc always fubjeft to a loofenels. 
1 wifh phyficians had power to remove the profii- 
fion of words in many people to the inferior 
parts. 

A man dreamt he was a cuckold ; a friend told 
him it was a bad fign, becaufe when a dream is 
true, Virgil fays it pafles through the horned gate. 

Love 
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Love is a flame^ and therefore we fay^ beauty is 
AttraQive ; becaufe phylicians obferve that fire is a 
great drawen 

Civis, the moll honourable name aniohg the 
Romans; a citizen, a word of contempt among 
us. 

A lady who had gallantries and feveral children, 
told her hulband he was like the auftere man^ who 
reaped where he did not fow. 

We read that an afs's head was fold for eighty 
pieces of filverj they feave been lately fold ten 
thouiand times dearer, and yet they were never 
more plentiful. 

I muft complain the cards are ill fliuffled, till I 
have a good hand. 

Very few men do properly live at prefent, but 
are providing to live anbther time. 

When I am reading a book, whether wife or 
fiUji it feems to me to be alive and talking to me. 

Whoever live at a difFei'ent end of the town 
from me, I look upon as perfons out of the world, 
and only myfelf and the fcene about me to be in 
It. 

When I was young, I thought all the worlds as 
well as myfelf, was wholly taken up in difcourfing 
upon the laft new play. 

My lord Cromarty, after fcurfcore, went to his 
country-houfe in Scotland, with a refolution to ftay 
fix years there and live thriftily, in order to fave 
up money, that he might fpend in London. 

It is faid of the hotfes in the vifion, that their 
power was in their mouths and in their tails. What 

Vol. X. T is 
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is faid of horfes in the vifion, in reality may be 
faid of women. 

Elephants are always drawn fmaller than the 
life, but a flea always larger. 

When old folks tell us of many paffages in their 
youth between them and their company, wq are 
apt to think how much happier thofe times were 
than the prefent. 

Why does the eldet fifter dance bare-foot^ when 
the younger is married before her ? is it not that 
/he may appear fhorter, and confequently be thought 
younger* than the bride ? 

No man will take counfel, but every man ^11 
take money ; therefore money is better than 
counfeL 

I never yet knew a wag (as the term is) who 
was not a dunce. 

A perfon reading to me a dull poem of his own 
making, I prevailed on him to fcratch out fix lines 
together ; in turning over the leaf, the ink being 
wet, it marked as many lines on the other fide ; 
Whereof the poet complaining, I bid him be eafy, 
for it would be better if thofe were out too. 

At Windfor I was obferving to my lord Boling- 
broke, that the tower where the maids of honour 
lodged (who at that time were not very handfomc) 
was much frequented with crows. My lord faid, 
it was becaufe they fmelt carrion. 
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A LADY of my intimate acquaintance both in 
England and Ireland, in which lail kingdom 
flic Eved from the eighteenth year of her age, 
twenty-fix years, had the moft and fined accom* 
piifiiments of any pcrfon I ever knew of either fex. 
It was obfervsd by £1 her acquaintance, that (he 
never failed in company to fay the beft thing that 
was faid, whoever was by ; yet her companions 
were ufually perfons of the beft underftanding in 
the kingdom. Some of us, who were her neareft 
friends, lamented that we never wrote down her 
remarks, and what the French call Bons Mots. I 
will recolle<fi as many as I can remember. 

We were diverting ourfelves at a play called 
" What is it like ?" One perfon is to think, and 
the reft, without knowing the thing, to fay what 
it is like. The thing thought on was the fpleen ; 
Ihe had faid it was like an oyfter, and gave her 
reafon immediately, becaufe it is removed by 
taking fteel inwardly. 

Dr. Sheridan, who fquandered more than he 
could aiFord, took out his purfe as he fat by the 
fire, and found it was very hot j fhe faid, the rea- 
fon was, that his mon?y burnt in hi^ pocket. 

She called to her fervants to know what i\\ finell 
was in the kitchen ; they anfwered, they were 
making matches : Well, faid flie, I have heard 
matches were made in heaven, but by the brimftone 
one would think they were made in hell. 

T 2 A&^t 
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After flie had been eating fome fwcet things 
a little of it happened to ftick On her lips ; Si gtn- 
tleman told her of it, and offered to lick it off; (he 
faid, No, fir, I thank you, I have a tongue of my 
own. 

In the late king's time, a gentleman afked Jetvas 
the painter, where he li^^ed in London ? he an- 
fwered, next door to the king, for his houfe was 
tiear St. James's. The other wondering how thlt 
could be; fhe faid, You miftake Bdr. jervas, for 
he only means next door to the fign of a king. 

A gentleman who had been very filly and pert 
in her company, at laft began to grieve at remem- 
bering the lofs of a child lately dead. A bifhop 
fitting by comforted him ; that he fhould be eafy, 
becaufe the child was gone to heaven. No, iriy 
IcHrd, fays Ihe, that is it which moft grieves him, 
becaufe he is fure never to fee his child there. 

Having feen fome lettei-s writ by a king in a 
very large hand, and fome perfons wondering at 
them, flie faid it confirmed the old faying. That 
kings had long hands. 

Dr. Sheridan, famous for punning, intending to 

. fell a bargain, faid, he had made a very good pun. 

Some body afked, what it was? He anfwered, my 

a — . The other taking offence, fhe infifled the 

dodor was in the right, for every body knew that 

* punning was his blind fide. 

When fhe was extremely ill, her phyficians faid, 
Madam, you are near tlie bottom of the hill, tiit 
we will endeavour to get you up again. She an- 
fwered, 
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Iwered, Dodor, I fear I fliall be out of breath be« 
fore I get up to the top. 

A dull parfon talking of a very fmart thing, faid 
to another parfon as he came out of the pulpit, he 
was hammering a long time, but could not re- 
member the jeft ; fhe being impatient faid, I re- 
member it very well, for I was there, and the 
words were thefe : Sir, you have been blundering 
at a ftory this half hour, and can neither mal^ 
head nor tail of it. 

A very dirty clergyman of her acquaintance, who 
aiFe£ted fmartnefs and repartee, was afked by fome 
of the company how his nails came to be fo dirty i 
]tle was at a lofs ; but fhe folved the difficulty, by 
jfaying, the dolor's nails grew dirty by fcratching 
tiimli?lff 



SOME 

REASONS 

AGAINST • 

The BILL for fettling the Tithe of Hemp, 

FlAX, &C, hj 9L MoDU3 * 

THE clergy did little exped to have anycaufc 
of complaint againfl the prefent l^oufe rf 
commons ; who, in the laft feflion^ were pleafol to 
throw out a bill f fent them from the lorda, whick 
that reverend body apprehended would be vtjpf 
injurious to them, if it pafled into a law : and 
who, in the prefent feffion, defeated the arts and 
endeavours of fchifmaticks to repeal the facramental 
teft. 

For although it has been allowed on all hands. 
that the farmer of thofe bills might, by its necef- 
fary confequences, be very difpleafing to the lay 
gentlemen of the kingdom, for many reafons purely 
fecular j and that this laft attempt fox repealing the 

• Many eminent clcrgymeti who oppofed this fcKeme applied to 
Dr. Swift to write againUi it, which ho readily toafeo ted to upon 
their giving him feme hints, aad two days after the foUowiiir 
Reafons were prefented to feveral members of parliameat, which 
had fo good an cfTefl that the bill was dropped. 

-f For the bifliops to divide livings. 

teft 
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left, did rauch more affeift at prcfent the temporal 
intereft than the fpiritual ; yet the whole body of 
the lower clergy have, upon both thofe occafions, 
exprefled equal gratitude to that honourable houfe 
for their juftice and fteadinefs, as if the clergy alone 
were to receive the benefit. 

It muft needs be therefore a great addition to the 
clergy's grief, that fuch an affembly as the prefent 
houfe of commons, (hould now, with an expedi- 
tion more than ufual, agree to a bill for encouraging 
the linen manufadure, with a claufe whereby the 
church is to lofe two parts in three of the legal 
tithe in flax and hemp. 

Some reafons why the clergy think fuch a law 
will be a great hardfliip upon them are, I conceive, 
thofe that follow. I fhall venture to enumerate 
them, with all deference due to that honourable' af- 
fembly. 

Firft, the clergy fupppfe that they have not, by 
any fault or demerit, incurred the difpleafure of 
the nation's reprefentatives : neither can the de- 
clared loyalty of the prefent fet, from the higheft 
prelate to the loweft vicar, be in the leaft difputed : 
becaufe there are hardly ten clergymen through 
the whole kingdom, for more than nineteen years 
paft, who have not been either preferred entirely 
upon account of their declared afFedion to the Ha- 
nover line, or higher promoted as the due reward 
of the fame merit. 

There is not a landlord in the whole kingdonv 
refiding fome part of the year at his coimtry feat, 
who is not in his own confcience fully convinced, 

T 4 ' that 



aSo REASONS AGAINST SETTLING 

that the tithes of his minifter have gradually funk 
for fome years pafl one third, or at Icaft one fourth, 
of their former value, exclufive of all non-foK 
vencies. 

The payment of tithes in this kingdom is fub- 
je£t to fp many frauds, brangles, and other diffi- 
culties, not only firom papifts and diflcnters, but 
even from thofe who profefs themfelves proteftants; 
that, by the expence, the trouble, ^nd vexation of 
collefting or bargaining for them, they are, of all 
other rents, the moft precarious, uncertain, and ill 
jpaid. 

The landlords in mpft parifhes expc£t, a$ a com'- 
pliment, that they (hall pay little more than half 
the value of the tithes for the lands they hold in 
their own hands ; which often confift of large do^ 
mains : and it is the minifter's intereft to make 
them eafy upon that article, when he confiders 
what influence thofe gentlemen have \ipon their tc^ 
nants. 

The clergy cannot but think it extremely fevere, 
that in a bill for aicouraging the linen manufac- 
ture, they alone muft be the fufFcrers, who can leaft 
afford it. If, as I am told, there be a tax of three 
thoufand ppunds ^ year paid by the publick, for a 
farther encouragement to the faid manufadlure, are 
not the clergy equal iharers in the charge with the 
reft of their fellow-fubjeds ? What fatisfadory rea- 
fon can bg therefore given, why they alpne fhould 
bear the whole additional weight, unlefs it will be 
alleged that their property is not upon an equal foot 
with the properties of other meri ? They acquire 

their 
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leir own fmall pittance, by at leaft as honeft 
aeans, as their neighbours the landlords poflefs 
heir eftates j and have been always fuppofed, ex- 
:ept in rebellious or fanatical times, to have as good 
i title : for no families now in being can {hew a 
nore ancient. Indeed if it be true, that fome per- 
bns (I hope they were not many) we|-e feeh to 
augh when the rights of the clergy were mention- 
ed ; in this cafe, an opinion may poffibly be foon 
dvanced, that they have no rights at all. And 
his is likely enough to gain ground, in proportion 
LS the contempt of all religion (hall increafe, which 
s already in a very forward way. 

It is faid, there will be alfo added in this bill, a 
:laufe for diminifhing the tithe of hops, in order to 
:ultivate that ufeful plant among us; and here 
ikewife the load is to lie entirely on the (boulders 
dF the clergy, while the landlords reap all the be- 
Qefit. It will not be cafy to forefee where fucli 
proceedings are likely to ftop ; or whether by the^ 
fame authority, in civil times, a parliament may 
not as juftly challenge the fame power in reducing 
all things titheable, not below the tenth part of 
the produd (which is and ever will be the clergy's 
equitable right) but from a tenth part to a fixtieth 
or eightieth, and from thence to nothing. 

I have heard it granted by (kilful perfons, that 
the pradlce of taxing the clergy by parliament, 
without their own confent, is a new thing, hot 
much above the date of feventy years : before 
which period, in times of peace, they always taxed 
fhemfelves. But things' are extremely altered at 
5 prefent ; 
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prefent : it is not now fufEcient to tax them in 
common with their fellow-fubjeds, without im- 
pofmg an additional tax upon them, from which, 
or from any thing equivalent, all their fellow-fub- 
jeds are exempt j and this in a country profefl'- 
ing Chriftianity* 

The greateft part of the clergy throughout thii 
kingdom have been ftripped of their glebes, by the 
confufion of times, by violence, fraud, opprefEon, 
and other unlawful means ; all which glebes are 
now in the hands of the laity. So that they now 
are generally forced to lie at the mercy of land- 
lords, for a fmall piece of ground in their parifhe^ 
at a mod exorbitant rent, and ufually for a {hott 
term of years, whereon to build a houfe, and en- 
able them to refide. Yet, in fpite of thefe dilad- 
vantages, I am a witnefs, that they arc generally 
more conftant refidents, than their brethren in Eng» 
land ; where the meaneft vicar has a convenient 
dwelling, with a barn, a garden, and a field or 
two for his cattle; bcfide the certainty of his little 
income from honeft farmers, able and willing not 
only to pay him his dues, but likewife to make him 
prefents, according to their ability, for his better 
fupport. In all which circumftances the clergy of 
Ireland meet with a treatment diredly contrary. 

It is hoped the honourable houfe will confider, 
that it is impoflible for the moft ill-minded, avari- 
cious, or cunning clergyman, to do the leaft in- 
juftice to the meaneft cottager in bis parifli, in any 
bargain for tithes, or other ecclefiaftical dues. He 
can at the utmoft only demand to have his tithes 

fairly 
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rly laid out ; and does not once in a hundred 
aes obtain his demand. But every tenant, from 
e pooreft cottager, to the mdl fubilantial farmer^ 
n, and generally does impofe upon the, minifter^ 
r firaud, by theft, by lies, by perjuries, by info- 
nee, and fometimes by force ; *notwithftanding 
le utmoft vigilance and (kill of himfelf and his 
ToGkoT ; infomuch that it is allowed, that the clergy 
i general, receive little more than one half of their 
gal dues; not including the charges they are at in 
>lle£ting or bargaining for tliem. 
The land rents of Ireland are computed to about 
vo millions, wrhereof one tenth amounts to two 
undred thoufand pounds. The beneficed clergy-- 
len, excluding thofe of this city, are not reckoned 
> be above five hundred; by which computation 
tieyihould each of thempoflefs twohimdred pounds 
. year^ if thofe tithes were equally divided, al- 
bough in well-cultivated com countries it ought to 
e. more; whereas they hardly ^ receive one half of 
bat fum, with great defalcations, and in very bad 
payments. There are indeed a few glebes in the 
lorth pretty confiderable ; but if thefe, and all the 
eftt were in like manner equally divided, they 
vould pot add five pounds a year to every clergy- 
nan. Therefore, whether the condition of the 
:lergy in general among us be juftly liable to envy, 
)r able to bear a heavy burden, which neither the 
lobility nor gentry, nor tradefinen, nor farmers, 
!9jll touch yrith one of then: fingers ; this, I fay, is 
iibnitted to the hpnpurable houfe. 

6 One 
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One terrible circumftance in this bill is, that of 
turning the tithe of flax and hemp, into what Ac 
lawyers call a modus ^ or a certain fum in lieu of a 
tenth part of the produft. And by this pradiceof 
claiming a modus in many parifhes by andent cuf- 
tom, the clergy in both kingdoms have been almoft 
incredible fufferers. Thus in the prefent cafe, the 
tithe of a tolerable acre of flax, which by a me- 
dium is worth twelve fhillings, is by the prefent 
bill reduced to fi3ur ftiillings^ Neither is this the 
' worft part in a modus ; every determinate Aim muft 
5n procefs of time fmk from a fourth to a four and 
twentieh part, or a great deal lower, by that neccf- 
lary fall attending the value of money ; which is 
now at leaft nine tenths lower all pver Europe, 
than it was four hundred years ago, by a gradual 
decline ; and even a third part at leaft, within our 
own memories, in purchafing almoft every thing 
required for the neceflities or convfeniencies of life; 
as any gentleman can atteft, who has kept houfe 
for twenty years paft. And this will equally aflfeft 
poor countries as well as rich. For, although I 
look upon it as an impoiRbility that this kingdom 
Ihould ever thrive under its prefent diiadvantages^ 
which, without a miracle, muft ftill increafe ; yet, 
when the whole cafh of the nation (hall fink to 
'fifty thoufand pounds, we muft, in all our traffick 
abroad, either of import or export, go by the ge- 
neral rate, at which money is valued in thofe coun« 
tries, that enjoy the common privileges of human 
kind. For this reafon no corporation (if the clergy 
mny prefume to call themfelves one) ihould by 

jmjF 
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^Jwly means grant away their properties in perpe- 
tuity, upon any confideration whatfocver ; which 
IS a rock that many corporations have fplit upon, 
to ^eir great impoverifhment, and fometimes to 
flieir utter undoing ; becaufe they are fuppofed to 
fubfift for ever, and becaufe no determination of 
money i» of any certain perpetual intrinfic valiie. 
This is known enough in England, where eftates 
let for ever, fome hundred years ago, by feveral 
ancient noble families, do not at this prefent pay 
their pofterity a twentieth part of what they are 
now worth at an eafy rent. 

J A tax afFeding one part of a nation, which al- 
ready bears its full (hare in all parliamentary impo- 
fitions, cannot poflibly be juft, except it be inflided 
as a punifhment upon that body of men which is 
taxed, for fome great demerit or danger to the pub- 
lick apprehended from thofe upon whom it is laid : 
thus the papifts and non-jurors have been doubly 
taxed, for refufing to give proper fecurities to the 
government; which cannot be objedted againft the 
clergy. And therefore, if this bill fhould pais^ I 
think it ought to be with a prefacei ihcv/ing 
wherein they have offended, and for vrhat difaf- 
feftion or other crime they are punifhed. 

If an additional excife upon ale, or a duty upcn 
flefli and bread were to be enadted, neither the 
vidlualer, butcher, or baker woiJd bear any mere 
of the charge than for what themfelves confunicd, 
but it would be an equal general tax through the 
whole kingdom : whereas, by this bill, the clergy 
alone are avowedly condemned to be deprived cf 

their 
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their ancient, inherent, undifputed rights, in ordcf 
to encourage a manufafture, by which all the itft 
of the kingdom are fuppofed to be gainers* 

This bill is diredijy againft magna cbarta; 
whereof the firft claufe is, for confirming the in- 
violable rights of holy church ; as well as cootraiy 
to the oath taken by all our kings at their coroiia- 
tion, where they fwear to defend and protect Ac 
church in all its rights. 

A tax laid upon employments is a very difier* 
ent thing. The pofleflbrs of civil and militart 
employments are no corporation ; neither are they 
any part of our conftitution ; their falaries, pay, 
and perquifites are all changeable at the pteafare of 
the prince who bcftows them, although the army 
be paid from funds raifed and appropriated by the 
legiflature. But the clergy, as they have little iw- 
fon to expeft, fo they defire no more than their 
ancient legal dues ; only indeed with the remoral 
of many grievous impediments in the colledion of 
them ; which it is to be feared they muft wait for 
until more favourable times. It is well known 
that they have already, of their owti accord, ihewn 
great indulgence to their people upon this very 
article of flax, feldom taking above a fourth part 
of their tithe for fmall parcels, and oftentimes 
nothing at all from new beginners ; waiting vnUti 
patience until the farmers were able, and until 
greater quantities of land were employed in that 
part of hufbandry ; never fufpeding that their good 
intentions ftiould be perverted, in fo Angular a 
manner, to their detriment, by that very afTembly, 

which, 
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yhich, during the time that convocations (which 
re an original part of our conftitution, ever fince 
rhriftianity became national amopg us) are thought 
it to be fulpended, God knows for what reafon, 
3r from what provocations ; I fay from that very 
ftilembly, who, during the intervals of convoca- 
tions, Ihould rather be fuppofed to be guardians of 
tKe rights and properties of the clergy, than to 
make the leaft attempt upon either. 

I have not heard upon enquiry^ that any of thofc 
gentlemen, who among us vrithout doors are called 
the court-patty, difcover the leaft zeal in this af- 
fair. If they had thoughts to interpofe, it might 
be conceived they would fliew their difpleafure 
againft this bill, which muft very much leffen the 
value of the king's J)atronage upon promotion to 
vacant fees, in the dlfpofal of deanries, and other 
confiderable preferments- in the church, which are 
in the donation of the crown; whereby the viceroys 
ml] have fewer good preferments to beftow on their 
iependents, as well as upon the kindred of mem- 
bers, who may have a fufficient ftock of that fort 
of merit, whatever it may be, which may in fu- 
ture times moft prevail. 

The diflenters, by not fucceeding in their en- 
deavours to procure a repeal of the teft, have loft 
nothing, but continue in a fuH enjoyment of their 
toleration; while the clergy, without giving the 
leaft ofFence,^ are by this biH deprived of a con- 
fiderable branch of their ancient legal ri^ts^ 
wrhereby the fchifmatical party will have the i>lea- 

fure 
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fure of gratifying their rcycngc-rrioc Graii w- 
luerc. 

The farmer will find no relief by this modus^ 
becaufe, when his prefent leafe fhall expire, hk 
landlord will infallibly raife the rent in an equal 
proportion upon every part of land where flax b 
fown, and have fo much a better fecurity for pay- 
ment at the expence of the clergy. 

If we judge by things paft, it little avails that 
this bill is to be limited to a certain time of teo^ 
twenty, or thirty years. For no landlord will ever 
confent that a law fhall expire, by which he finds 
himfelf a gainer ; and of this there are many ex' 
amples, as well in England, as in this kingdotn. 

The great end of this bill, is, by proper encou- 
ragement to extend the linen manufafture into 
thofe counties where it has hitherto been little cul- 
tivated: but this encouragement of lefTening the 
tithe of flax and hemp, is one of fuch a kind, as, 
it is to be feared, will have a diredly contrary ef- 
fefl:. Becaufe, if I am rightly informed, no fet of 
men has, for their number and fortunes, been 
more induftrious and fuccefsful than the clergy, in 
introducing that manufafture into places which 
were unacquainted with it; by perfuading their 
people to fow flax and hemp, by procuring feed 
for them, and by having them inftruSed in the 
management thereof; and this they did, not with- 
out reafonable hopes of increafing the value of their 
parifhes after fome time, as well as of promoting 
the benefit of the publicL But if this modus fhould 

take 
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take place; the clergy will be fo far from gaining, 
that they will become lofers by their extraordinary 
care, by having their beft arable lands turned to 
flax and hemp, which are reckoned great impo- 
veriftiers of land ; they cannot therefore be blamed, 
if they fhould fhew as much zeal to prevent its be- 
ing introduced or improved in their pariflies, as 
they hitherto have * fliewed in the introducing and 
improving of it. This, I am told, fome of them 
have already declared ; at leaft fo far as to refolve 
not to give thcmfelves any more trouble than other 
men about promoting a manufadure, by the fuc- 
cefs of which they only of all men are to be fuf- 
fererSi Perhaps the giving even a farther encou- 
ragement than the law doesj as it now (lands, to a 
fet of men, who might on many accounts be fo 
ufeful to this purpofe, would be no bad method of 
having the great end of the bill more efFedually 
anfwered ; but this is what they are far from de- 
firing ; all they petition for, is no more than to 
continue on the fame footing with the reft of their 
fellow fubjedts. 

If this modus of paying by the acre be to pafs 
into a law^ it were to be wifhed, that the fame law' 
would not only appoint one or more fworn fur- 
v^yors in each parifh to meafure the lands, on 
which flax and hemp are fown, but alfo fettle the 
price of furveying, and determine whether the in- 
cumbent or farmer is to pay for each annual furvey. 
Without fomething of this kind there muft con- 

• It ihould be—* hsLveJhiwn.* 

Vol. X. U ftantly 
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ftantly be difputes between them, and the neigh- 
bouring juftices of peace muft be teafed as oftea 
as thofe difputes happen. 

I had written thus far, when a paper was fent 
to me with feveral reafons againft the bill, fomc 
whereof, although they have been already touched, 
are put in a better light, and the reft did not occur 
to me. I fhall deliver them in the author s own 
words. 

I. That tithes are the patrimony of the church ; 
and, if not of divine original, yet at leaft of great 
antiquity. 

IL That all purchafes and leafes of titbeabic 
lands, for many centuries paft, have been made 
and taken, fubjedt to the demand of tithes, and 
thofe lands fold and taken juft fo much the cheaper 
on that account. 

III. That if any lands are exempted firom tithes, 
or the legal demands of fuch tithes leffened by aft 
of parliament, fo much value is taken from the 
proprietor of the tithes, and vefted in the proprietor 
of the lands, or his head tenants. 

IV. That no innocent unoffending perfon can 
be fo deprived of his property, without the greateft 
violation of common juftice. 

V. That to do this upon a profpedt of encou- 
raging the linen or any other manufadlure, is ad- 
ing upon a very miftaken and unjuft fuppofition j 
inafmuch as the price of the lands, fo occupied, 
will be no way leffened to the fanner, by fuch a 
law. 

VI. That 
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VI. That the clergy are content cheerfully to 
bear (as they now do) any burden in common 
Mith their fellow fubjedts^ either for the fUpport of 
hia* majefty's government, or the encouragement of 
the trade of the nation ; but think it very hard 
that they fhould be fmglcd out to pay heavier . 
taxes than others, kt a time when^ by the decreafe 
of the value of their parifhes^ they are lefs able to. 
bear them. 

VII. That the legiflature has heretofore dlftin- 
^iflied the clergy by exemptions, and not by ad- 
ditional loads ; and the prefent clergy of the king- 
dom^ hope they have not defer ved worfe of the 
legiflature, than their predeceflbrs, 

VIII. That, by the original conftitution of thefe 
kingdoms, the clergy had the fole right of taxing 
themfelves, and were in poflejOSon of that right as 
low as the Reftoration ; and if that right be now 
devolved upon the commons, by the ceffion of the 
clergy, the commons can be conTidered, in this 
cafe, in no other light, than as the guardians of the 
clergy. 

IX. That, befide thofe tithes always in the pof- 
feflion of the clergy, there are fome portions of 
tithes lately come into their pofleffion bypurchafe; 
that if this claufe fhould take place, they would 
not be allowed the benefit of thefe purchafes, . upon 
an equ^l foot of advantage, with the reft of their 
fellow fubjeds. And that fome tithes in the hands 
of impropriators, are under fettlements and mort- 
gages. 

U 2 X. That 
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X. That the gentlemen of this houfe ftiould 
confider, that loading the clergy is loading their 
own younger brothers and children ; with this ad- 
ditional grievance, that it is taking from the 
younger and poorer, to give to the elder and 
richer; and, 

• Laftly, That, if it vrere at any time juft and 
proper to do this, it would however be too feverc 
to do it now, when all the tithes of the kingdom 
are known, for fome years paft, to have funk 
above one third part in their value. 

Any income in the hands of the clergy, is at 
Feaft as ufeful to the publick, as the fame income in 
the hands of the laity. 

It were more reafonable to grant the clergy in 
three parts of the nation an additional fupport, than 
to diminifti their prefent fubfiftence. 

Great employments are and will be in the hands 
of Eiiglifhmen; nothing left for the younger fons 
of Irifhmen, but vicarages, tide-waiters places, &c* 
therefore no reafon to make them worle. 

The 7?iodus upon the flax in England affeds 
only lands reclaimed fince the year 1690, and is at 
the rate of five fhillings the Englifh acre, which is 
equivalent to eight fhillings and eight pence Irifh, 
and that to be paid before the farmer remove it 
from the field. Flax is a manufacture of little con- 
fcquence in England, but is the ftaple in Ire- 
land ; and if it increafes (a§ it pfobably will) mull 
in many places joftle olit corn, becaufe it is more 
gainful. 

•— - The 
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The clergy of the eftabllftied church, have ng 
intereft, like thofe of the church of Rome, diftin<S|^ 
from the true intereft of their country ; and there- 
fore ought to fuffer under no diftinft impofition^ cr 
taxes of any kind. 

The bill for fettling the mo//us of flax in Eng- 
land, was brought in the lirft year of the reign of 
king George L when the clergy lay very unjuftly 
under the imputation of fome difaffedion ; and to 
encourage the bringing in of fome fens in Lincoln- 
(hire, which were not to be continued under flax ; 
but it left all lands, where flax had been fown 
before that time, under the fame condition of tith- 
ing, in which they were before the pafling of that 
bill : whereas this bill takes away what the clergy 
are actually poflTefled o£ 

That the woollen manufacture is the ftaple of 
England, as the linen is that of Ireland ; yet no 
attempt was ever made in England, to reduce the 
tithe of wool, for the encouragement of that ma- 
nufadure. This manufafture has already been 
remarkably favoured by the clergy, who have hi- 
therto been generally content with lefs than half, 
fome with fix-pence a garden, and fome have 
taken nothing. 

Employments, they fay, have been tax<^d ; the 
reafons for which taxation will not hold with re- 
gard to property, at leaft till employments be- 
come inheritances. The commons always havQ 
had fo tender a regard to property, that they 
never would fulTer any law to pafs, whereby any 

U 3 particular 
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particular pcrfons inight bp aggrieved withput th< 
own confent, 

N. B. Some alti^ations have been made in tl 
bill about the modus^ fince the above pap 
wa? w4t*?il ; but tbtrjr are of little mom^t. 
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A C C O U N T 

OF THE 

COURT and EMPIRE of JAPAN. 

Written in MDCCXXVIII. 

• 

REGOGE * was the thirty-fourth Emperor of 
Japan, and began his reign in the year 34X 
•f the Chriftian aera, fucceeding to f Nena, a 
iPrincefs who governed with great felicity. 

There had been a revolution in that empire about 
twenty-fix years before, which made fome breaches 
in the hereditary line ; and Regoge, fucccflbr to 
Nena, although of the royal family, was a diftattt 
relation. 

There were two violent parties in the empire, 
which began in the time of the revolution above- 
mentioned ; and at the death of the emprefs Nena, 
wrere in the higheft degree of animofity, each 
:harging the other with a defign of introducing new 
Sods, and changing the civil conftitution. The 
lames of thefe two parties were J Hufiges arid 
ifortes. The latter were thofe whom Nena the late 

♦ King George. f Queen AnnCt 

t Wl^igs and Tories. 

U 4 emprefs 
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emprefs moft favoured towards the end of her reign, 
and by whofe advice (he governed. 

The Hufige fadiion, enraged at their lofs of 
povyrer, made private applications to Regoge, du- 
ring the life of the emprefs ; which prevailed fo 
far, that upon her death, the new emperor wholly 
difgraced the Yortes, and employed only the Hu- 
figes in all his affairs. The Japanefe author highly 
blames his imperial majefty's proceeding in this 
affair ; becaufe it was allowed on all hands, that 
he had then a happy opportunity of reconciling 
parties for ever, by a moderating fcheme. But he, 
on the contrary, began his reign by openly dif- 
gracipg the principal and moft popular Yortes, 
fome of which had been chiefly inftrumental in 
raifmg him to the throne. By this miftaken ftep, 
he occafioned a rebellion : which, although it were 
foon quelled by fome very furprizing ti^rns of for- 
tune ; yet the fear, whether real or pretended, of 
new attempts, engaged him in fuch immenfe 
charges, that inftend of clearing any part of that 
prodigious debt, left on his kingdom by the former 
war, which mig]it Jiav^ been done, by any toler?- 
ablc management, in twelve years of the moft pro- 
found peace, he left his empire loaden with a vaft 
addition to the old incumbrance. 

This prince, before he fuccecded to the empire of 
Japan, was king of Tedfu, a dominion fcated on 
thp continent, to the weft fide of Japan. Tedfu 
was the place of his birth, and more beloved by 
him than his new gmpire ; for there he fpent fome 
months almoft eveiy year, and thither was fup- 

pofed 
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pofed to have conveyed great. fums of money, 
(aved out of his imperial revenues. 

There were two maritime towns of great im- 
portance bordering upon Tedfu : of thefe he pur- 
rhafed a litigated tide ; and to fupport it, was 
breed not only to entrench deeply on his Japanefe 
revenues, but to engage in alliances very dangerous 
X) the Japanefe empire. 

Japan was at that time a limited monarcjiy, 
Mrhich, fome authors are of opinion, was intro* 
luced there by a detachment from the numerous 
irmy of Brennus, who ravaged a great part of 
fUia ; and thofe of them who fixed in Japan, left 
>ehind them that kind of military inftitution, 
ivhicb the Northern people in enfuing ages carried 
:hrough moft parts of Europe; the generals be- 
:oming kings, the great officers a fenate of nobles, 
mth a reprefentative from every centenary of pri- 
vate foldiers ; and in the affent of the majority in 
hefe two bodies^ confirmed by the general, the. 
egiflature confifted. 

I need not farther explain a matter fo univerfiiUy 
cnown ; but return to my fubje<3:. 

The Hufige faidiipn, by a grofs piece of negli- 
gence in the Yprtes, had fo far infinuated them- 
elvcs and their opinions into the favour of Regoge, 
)efore he came to the empire, that this prince 
irmly believed them to be his only true friends, 
md the others his mortal enemies. By this opi- 
lion he governed all the adlions of his reign. 

The 
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TTic emperor died fuddenly, in his journey to 
Tedfu ; where, according to his ufual cuflom, he 
was going to pafs the fummer. 

This prince, during his whole reign, continued 
an abfolute ftranger to the language, the mamien, 
the laws, and the religion of Japan ; and paffing 
his whole time among old miftrefles, or a few pm 
vados, left the whole management of the empire in 
the hands of a minifter, upon the condition of be- 
ing made eafy in his perfonal revenues, and the 
management of parties in the fenate. His laft n» 
tiifter *, who governed in the moft arbitrary man- 
ner for feveral years, he was thought to hate more 
than he did any other perfon in Japan, except his 
only fon, the heir to the empire. The diflike he 
bore to the former was, becaufe the minifter, under 
pretence that he could not gbvern the fenate with- 
out difpofing of employments among them, would 
not fuffer his matter to oblige one fmglc perfon, 
but difpofed of all to his own relations and de- 
pendants. But, as to that continued and virulent 
hatred he bore to the prince his fon, from the be- 
ginning of his reign to his death, the hiftorian has 
not accounted for it, farther than by various con- 
je6lures, which do not defence to be related. 

The minifter above-mentioned was of a family 
not contemptible, had been early a fenator, and 
from his youth a mortal enemy to the Yortes. He 
had been formerly difgraced in the fenate, for fome 
frauds in tlic management of a public truft. He 

• Sir Robert Walpole, 

was 
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was perfedly fkilled, by long praftice, in the fe- 
natorial fprms ; and dextrous in the purchafmg of 
Votes, from thofc who could find their accounts 
. fetter in complying with his meafures, than they 
toilld probably lofe by any tax that might ht 
■ tharged on the kingdom. He feemed to fail, in 
^ |K)}nt of policy, by not concealing his gettings J 
^ hcver fcrupling openly to lay out vaft fums of mo- 
hcy in paintings, buildings, and puh:hafihg eftates? 
When it was known that upon his firft coming into 
tiufinefs, upon the death of the emprefs Nena, his 
fortune was but inconfiderable. He had the moft 
l>oIdnefs, and the leaft magnanimity that ever any 
mortal was endowed with. By enriching his rela- 
tibns, friends, and dependants, in a mod exorbi^ 
tant mariner, he was weak enough to imagine that 
he had provided a fupport againft an evil day. 
He had the beft among all falfe appearances of 
courage; which was, a moft unlimited aflurance, 
whereby he would fwagger the boldeft men into a 
dread of his power ; but had not the fmalleft por- 
tion of magnanimity, growing jealous, and dif- 
jgracing every man, who was known to bear the 
leaft civility to thofe he difliked. He had fom6 
fmall fmattering in books, but no manner of po- 
Htenefd ; nor, in his whole life, was ever known 
to advance any one perfon, upon the fcore of wit, 
learning, or jtbilities for bufmefs. The whole 
fyftem of hisininiftry was corruption ; and he never 
gave bribe or penfion, without frankly telling the 
receivers what he expeded from them, and threat- 

4 ening 
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ening them to put an end to his bounty, if they 
failed to comply in every circumflance. 

A few months before the emperor's deatli, there 
was a defign concerted between fome eminent per- 
fons of both parties, whom the defperate ftate of 
the empire had united, to accufe the minifter at the 
firft meeting of a new-chofen fenate, which was 
then to aflemble according to the laws of that em- 
pire. And it was believed, that the vaft expenc? 
he muft be at, in choofmg an affembly proper for 
his puf pofe, added to the low ftate of the treafury, 
the encreafmg number of penfioners, the great dif- 
content of the people, and the perfonal hatred of 
the emperor, would, if well laid open in the fe- 
nate, be of weight enough to fink the rainifteri 
when it fhould appear to his very penfioners and 
creatures, that he could not fupply them much 
longer. 

While this fcheme was in agitation, an account 
came of the emperor's death ; and the prince his 
fon, with univerfal joy, mounted the tlirone of 
Japan. 

The new emperor had always lived a private 
life, during the reign of his father j \vho, in his 
annual abfence, never trufted him more than once 
with the reins of government, which he held fo 
evenly, tli;it he became too popular, to be confided 
ill any more. He was thought not unfavourable 
to the Yortes, at leaft not altogether to approve the 
virulence, v/herewith his father proceeded againft 

• K. George IL. 
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them ; and therefore, immediately upon his fuc- 
'■ ceflion, the principal perfons of that denomination 
came, in feveral hodies, to kifs the hem of his gar- 
ment ; whom he received with great courtefy, and 
f jme of them with particular marks of diftindion. 
The prince, during the reign of his father, hav- 
ing not been trufted with any public charge, em- 
ployed his leifure in learning the language, the re- 
ligion, the cuftoms, and difpofition, of the Japa- 
nefe; wherein he received great information, 
among others, from Nomptoc *, matter of his 
finances, and prefident of the fenate, who fecretly 
hated Lelop- Aw, the minifter ; and iikewife' from 
Ramneh t, a moft eminent fenator, who, defpair- 
ing to do any good with the father, had, with 
great induftry, fkill, and decency, ufed his endea- 
vours to inftil good principles into the young 
prince. 

Upon the news of the former emperor's death, 
a grand council was fummoned of courfe, where 
little pafled befide diredbing the ceremony of pro- 
claiming the fucceflbn But, in fome days after, 
the new emperor, having confulted with thofe 
perfons in whom he could chiefly confide, and 
maturely confidered in his own mind the prefent 
ftate of his affairs, as well as the difpofition of his 
people, convoked another affembly of his council j 
wherein, after fome time fpent in general bufinefs, 
fuitable to the prefent emergency, he direded 



* Sir Spencer Comptoiiy fpeaker of the houfe of commons, 
f Sir Thomas Hanmcr. 
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Lelop-Aw to give him, in as fhort terms as he 
conveoiently could, an account of the nation's 
debts, of his management in the fenate, and his 
negociations with foreign courts : which that nu- 
nifler having delivered, according to his ufual man- 
ner^ with much affurance and little fatisfad^ion, the 
Emperor defired to be fully fatisfied in the follow- 
ing particulars : 

Whether the vaft expence of choofing fuch 
members into the fenate, as would be content to do 
the public bufmefs, were abfolutely neceflary ? 

Whether thofe members, thus chofen in, would 
crofs and impede the neceflary courfe of affairs, 
unlefs they were fupplied with great fums of mo* 
ney and continued penfions ? 

Whether the fame corruption and per\'crfeneis 
were to be expeded from the nobles ? 

Whether the empire of Japan were in fo low a 
condition, that the imperial envoys at foreign 
courts muft be forced to purchafe alliances, or pre- 
vent a war, by immenfe bribes given to the mi- 
nifters of all the neighbouring princes ? 

Why the debts of the empire were fo prodi- 
gioufly advanced, in a peace of twelve years at 
home and abroad ? 

Whether the Yortes were univerfally enemies to 
the religion and laws of the empire, and to the 
imperial family now reigning ? 

Whether thofe perfous, whofe revenues conlift 
in the lands, do not give furer pledges of fidelity 
to the publick, and are more incerefted in the wel- 
fare 
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&re of the empire, than others, whofe fortunes 
confift only in money ? 

And becaufe Lelop-Aw, for feveral years pad, 
had engroffed the whole adminiftration, the em- 
peror fignificd, that from him alone he expeded 
an anfwen 

This minifter, T«;ho had fagacity enough to cul- 
tivate an interefl in the young prince's family, du- 
ring the late emperor's life, received early intelli- 
gence from one of his emiflaries, of what was in- 
tended at the council, and had fufficient time to 
frame as plaufible an anfwer, as his caufe and con- 
daOt would allow. However, having defired a 
few minutes to put his thoughts in order, he deli- 
vered them in the following manner : 



*to 



** S I R, 

•* Upon this fhort unexpeded warning, to an- 
*• fwer your imperial majefty's queries, I fhould 
'* be wholly at a lofs, in your majefty's auguft 
•* prefence, and that of this moft noble affembly, if 
** I were armed with a weaker defence than my 
** own loyalty and integrity, and the profperous 
*• fuccefs of my endeavours. 

•* It is w^ell known, that the death of the em- 
prefs Nena, happened in a moft miraculous 
junSure ; and that if fhe had lived two months 
** longer, your illuftrious family would have been 
*' deprived of your right ; and we Ihould have 
" feen a ufurper upon your throne, who would, 
** have wholly changed the conftitution. of iifl^^ 
** empire, both civil and facred; and, although^ 

" that 
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** that cmprefs died in a moft opportune feafcri, 

" yet the peaceable entrance of your majefty's fa- 

*' ther, was efFedted by a continual feries of mi- 

" racles. The truth of this appears, by that uu- 

" natural rebellion which the Yortes raifed, with- 

*' out the leaft provocation, in the firft year of the 

*' late emperor's reign ; which may be fufEcient to 

*' convince your majefty, that every foul of that 

«* denomination, Was, is, and will be for ever, a 

" favourer of the pretender, a mortal enemy to 

*' your illuftrious family, and an introducer of 

*' new gods into the empire. Upon this founda- 

" tion was built the whole condudl of our affairs : 

** and fince a great majority of the kingdom, was 

" at that time reckoned to favour the Yortes 

" fadion, who, in the regular courfe of eledlions, 

" muft certainly have been chofen members of the 

** fenate then to be convoked ; it was neceflary, by 

" the force of money, to influence eledions in 

" fuch a manner, that your majefty's father rnight 

" have a fufficient number, to weigh down the 

" fcale on his fide, and thereby carry on thofe 

** meafures, which could only fecure him and his 

** family in the poffeffion of the empire. To 

** fupport this original plan, I came into the fer- 

" vice : but, the members of the fenate knowing 

" themfelves every day more necefTary, upon the 

" choofmg of a new fenate, I found the charges 

** to increafe ; and that after they were chofen, 

** they infifted upon an increafe of their penfions; 

" becaufe they well knew, that the work could not 

•* be carried on without them: and I was more 

general 
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general in my donatives, becaufe I thought it 
was more for the honour of the crown, that 
every vote (hould pafs without a divifion ; and 
that when a debate was propofed, it Ihould im- 
mediately be quaflied by putting the queftiou. 
^^ Sir, The date of the prefent fenate is ex- 
pired, and your imperial majefty is now to con- 
voke a new one ; which, I confefs, will be fome* 
what more expenfive than the laft, becaufe the 
Yortes, from your favourable reception, have 
begun to re-affume a fpirit, whereof the coun- 
try had fome intelligence j and we know, the 
majority of the people, without proper manage- 
ment, would be ftill in that fatal intereft* How- 
ever, I dare undertake, with the charge only of 
four hundred thoufand fprangs*, to return as 
great a majority of fenators of the true llamp^ 
as your majefty can defire. As to the fums.of 
money paid in foreign courts, I hope, in fome 
years, to eafe the nation of them, when wc and 
our neighbours come to a good underflanding* 
However, I will be bold to fay, they are cheaper 
than a war, where your majefty is to be a prin- 
cipal. 

" The penfions indeed to fenato?s and other per- 
fons, muft needs increafe, from the reftiveneft 
of fome, and fcrupulous nature of others ; and 
the new members, who are unpradifed, muft 
have better encouragement. However, I dare 
undertake to bring the eventual charge within 

* About a million (lerliog. 

Vol. X. X « eight 
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" eight hundred thoufand fprangs. But, to make 
" this eafy, there fhall be new funds railed, of 
*' which I have feveral fchemes ready, without 
** taxing bread or flefh, which fhall be referved to 
** more prefling occafions. 

*' Your raajefty knows, it is the laudable cuf- 
" torn of all Eaftern princes, to leave the whole 
•* management of affairs, both civil and military, 
*' to their vifirs* The appointments for your fa- 
•* mily and private purfe, fhall exceed thofe of 
** your predecefTors : you fhall be at no trouble, 
•^ farther than to appear fometimes in councit, and 
** leave the reft to me : you fhall hear no clamour 
•* or complaints : your fenate fhall, upon oCcafion, 
*' declare you the beft of princes, the father of 
** your country, the arbiter of Afia, the defender 
" of the oppreflfed, and the delight of mankind. 

" Sir, Hear not thofe who would, mofl falfely^ 
*' impioufly, and malicioufly, infmuate that your 
•' government can be carried on, without that 
** wholefome necefTarjr expedient, of fharing the 
*t public revenue with your faithful deferring fe- 
•* nators. This, I know, my enemies are. pleafed 
" to call bribery and corruption. Be it fo : but I 
•* iiriifl, that without this bribery and corruption, 
** the wheels of government will not turn; or at 
** leaft will be apt to take fire, like other wheels, 
** unlefs they be greafed at proper times. If an 
** angel from heaven fhould defcend, to govern 
•* this empire, upon any other fcheme than what 
** our enemies call corruption, he muft return from 
^ whence he came, and leave the work undone. 

" Sir, 
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*' SiRJ It is well known we are a trading na- 

* tion^ and confequently cannot thrive in a bar- 

* gain, where nothing is to be gained. The poor 
' electors, who run from their Ihops or the plough, 
^ for the fervice of their country ; are they not to 
^ be confidered for their labour and their loyalty ? 

* The candidates, who, with the hazard of their 

* peribnsj the lofs of their charaders, and the ruin 

* of their fortunes, are preferred to the fenate^ in 

* a country where they arc ftrangers, before the 
^* very lords of the foil 5 arc they not to be re- 

* warded for their zeal to your majefty's fervice, 
'^ and quahfied to Hvc in your metropolis as be- 

* comes the luftre of their ftations? 

** Sir, If I have given great numbers , of the 
^* moft profitable epploymcnts, among my own 
^' relations -and neareft allies, it was not out of any 
^* partiality ; but becaufe I know them beft, and 
^' can beft depend upon them. I have been at the 
^* pains to mould and cultivate their opinions. 
^ Abler heads might probably have been foimd j 
'* but they would not be equally under my direc* 
^ tion. A huntfman who has the abfolutc com- 
^* mand of his dogs, will hunt more effectually, 
" than with a better pack, to whofe manner and 
^* cry he is a ftranger. 

" Sir, Upon the whole, I will appeal to all 
** thofe who beft knew your royal father^ whether 
" that bleffed monarch had ever one anxious 
" thought for the publick, or difappointment, or 
^* uneaiinefs, or want of money for all his occa^ 
^ (ions, during the time of my adminiftration ? 

X a ''And 
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*• And how happy the people confefled themfelves 
" to be, under fuch a king, I leave to their own 
•* numerous addrefles; which all politicians will 
** allow, to be the moft infallible proof, how any 
^ nation ftands affefted to their fovereign/* 

Leiop-Aw, having ended his fpeech, and ftruck 
his forehead thrice againft the table, as the cuilom 
is in Japan, lat down with great complacency of 
mind, and much applaufe of his adherents, as 
might he ohferved by their countenances and their 
TKhifpersi. Bpt the emperor^s behaviour was re- 
markable; for^ during the whole harangue, he 
appeared equally attentive and imeafy. After a 
ihort paufe, his majefty coo^manded that fome 
other counfellor fhould deliver his thoughts, either 
to confirm or obje^ s^ainft what had been ipdcM 
by Lelop- Aw. 
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MR. M^CULLA'S PROJECT about HALF- 
PENCE, and a new one propofed. 

Written in MDCCXXIX. 

SIR, 

YOU defire to know my opinion concerning 
Mr. M*Culla's projeS, of circulating notes^ 
ftamped on copper, that (hall pafs for the value of 
halfyence and pence. I have fome knowledge of 
the man ; and, about a month ago, he brought me 
his book, with a couple of his halfpenny notes ; 
but I was then out of order, and he could not be 
admitted. Since that time, I called at his houfe^ 
where I difcourfed the whole affair with him a» 
thoroughly as I could. I am altogether a ftranger 
to his charaden He talked to me ih the lifua) 
ftyle, with a great profeffion of zeal -for the public 
good J which is the common cant ef all projedorft 
in their bills, from a firft minifter of ftate down $e 
a corn-cutter. But I flopped him (hort, as I woul4 
have done a better man ; becaufe it is too grofe a 
practice to pafs at any time, and efpecially in thi» 
age, where we all know one another fo well. Yeff 
whoever propofes any fcheme, which may prove 

X 3 to 
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to be a public benefit, I fhall not quarrel, if it prove 
likewife very beneficial to himfelf. It is certain, 
that, next to the want of filver, our greateft dif- 
trefs in point of coin is the want of fmall change, 
which may be fome poor relief for the defed of 
the former, fmce the crown will not pleafe to take 
that work upon them here, as they do in England, 
One thing in Mr. M*Culla's book is certainly right, 
tha,t no law hinders me from giving a payable note 
upon leather, wood, copper, brafs, iron, or any 
other material (except gold or filver) as well as 
upon papen The queftion is, whether I can fue 
him on a copper bond, where there is neither hand 
nor feal, nor witnefles to prove it. To fupply 
this, he has propofed, that the materials upon 
which this note is written, fhall be in fome degree 
of value equal to the debt. But thjit is one prin- 
cipal matter to be inquired into. His fcheme is 
this : 

He gives you a piece of copper for a halfpenny 
or penny, ftampt with a promiflbry note to pay 
you twenty pence for every pound of copper notes, 
whenever you fhall return them. Eight and forty 
of thefc hal^enny pieces are to weigh a pound ; 
and he fells you that pound, coined and llamped, 
for two fbillings ; by which he clearly gains a little 
more than i6 per cent, that is to fay, two pence in 
every Ihilling. 

This will certainly arife to a great fum, if he 
fhould circulate as large a quantity of his notes as 
the kingdom, under the great dearth of filver, may 
very probably require : enough indeed to make any 

Irifh 
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IrKh tradefman's fortude ; whicb| however, I 
(hould not repine at in the lead, if we could be 
fore of his fair dealing. It was obvious for me to 
raife the common obje£tion, why Mr. M*CuIla 
would not give iecurity to pay the whole fum to 
any man who returned him his copper notes, a^ 
my lord Dartmouth and colonel Moor were, by 
their patents, obliged to do. To which he gave 
me fome anfwers plaufible enough. Firft, " He 
** conceived his coins were much nearer to the in- 
trinfic value, than any of thofe coined by pa- 
tents, the bulk and goodnefs of the metal equal- 
ling the bed Englifh halfpence made by the 
crown : That he apprehended the ill-will of en- 
vious and defigiyng people ; who, if they found 
^* him to have a great vent for his notes, fince he 
^* wanted the proteftion of a patent, might make a 
run upon him, whiph he could not be able to 
fupport : And laftly, that, his copper (as is al- 
^^ ready faid) being equal in value and bulk to the 
^^ Englifh halfpence, he did not apprehend they 
** Ihould ever be returned, unlefs a combination, 
•* proceeding, from fpite and lenvy, might be 
** formed againft hin)," 

But ther? are fpn)^ points iqi his propoial which 
I cannot well anfwer for j nor do I know whether 
he will be abl? to do it himfelf, The firft is, whe- 
ther the copper he gives us will be as good as what 
the crown provided for the Englifh halfpence and 
^rthings j and, fecondly, whether he will always 
continue to give us as good j and thirdly, when he 
will think fit to ftop hh hand, and give us no more ? 

X 4 for 






31 i A LETTER ON MR. M'CULLA'S 

for I fhould be as Torry to be at the mercy of Mr. 
M'CuUa, a§ of Mr- Wood. 

There is another difficulty of the laft import- 
ance. It is known enough that the crown is 
fuppofed to be neither gainer opr lofer by coin- 
age of any metal: for they fubtraft, or ought 
to fubtraft, no more from the intrinfic value than 
what will juft pay the charges of the mint ; and 
how much that will amount to is the queftion. By 
what I could gather from Mn M'CuUa, good cop- 
per is worth fourteen pence per pound. By this 
computation, if he fella his copper notes for t^ o 
fhillings the pound, and will pay twenty pence 
back, then the expence of coinage for one pound 
of copper muft be (ixpence, which is '^o per cent. 
The world fhould be particularly fatisfied on this 
article, before he vends notes ; for the difcount of 
2,0 per cent^ is prodigious, and vaftly more than! can 
conceive it ought to be. For, if we add to that propor- 
tion the 16 per cent, which he avows to keep for his 
own profit,' there will be a difcount of ^bout46/^ 
cent. Or, to reckon, I think, a fairer way ; who* 
ever buys a pound of Mr. M*CulIa's coin, at two 
fhillings per pound, carries home only the rea\ 
value of fourteen pence, which is a pound of cop- 
per; and thus he is a lofer of 41 L 135. 4d. per 
cent. But, however, this high difcount of ^o per 
cent, will be no obje<aion againfl M*Culla'spropofaI j 
l)ecaufe, if the charge of coinage will honefUy 
amount to fo much, and we fuppofe his copper 
notes may be returned upon him, he will be the 
greater fufFerer of the twoj becaufe the buyer 

can 
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can lofe but four pence in a pound, and M*Culla 
muft lofe fix pence, which was the charge of the 
coinage. 

Upon the whole, there are fome points which 
muft be fettled to the general fatisfa<aion, before 
we can fafely take Mr. M*CulIa*s copper notes for 
value received ; and how he will give that fatis- 
fadion, is not within my knowledge or conjecSture. 
The firft point is, that we fhall be always fure of 
receiving good copper, equal in bulk and finenefs 
to the beft Englifh halfpence. 

The fecond point is, to know what allowance 
he makes to himfelf, either out of the weight or 
mixture of his copper, or both, for the charge of 
coinage. As to the weight, the matter is eafy by 
^his own fcheme ; for, as I have faid before, he 
propofes forty-eight to weigh a pound, which he 
gives you for two fhillings, and receives it by the 
pound at twenty pence : £0 that, fuppofing pure 
copper to be fourteen pence a pound, he makes you 
pay 30 per cent, for the labour of coining, as I 
have already obferved, befides 16 per cent, when he 
fells it. But if to this he adds any ^lloy, to dehafe 
the metal, although it be not above 10 per cent, j 
then Mr. M*Culla*s promifibry notes will, to the 
intrinfic value of the metal, be above 47 per cent. 
difcount. 

For, fubtrafting 10 per cent, off fixty pounds 
worth of copper, it will (to avoid fradlions) he 
about five and a half per cent, in the whole 100 1, 
which, added to — — . 41134 

5 10 o 

will be per cent. 47 i <^ 
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That wc are under great diftrefs for change; 
and that Mr. M*Culla*s copper notes, on fuppofi- 
tion of the metal being pure, are lefs liable to ob- 
jedlion than the projed of Wood, may be granted : 
but fuch a difcount, where we are not fure even of 
our twenty pence a pound, appears hitherto a dead 
weight on his fcheme. 

Since I writ this, calling to mind that I had 
fomc copper halfjpence by me, I weighed them 
with thofe of Mr. M*Culla, and obferved as fol* 
lows. 

Firft, I weighed Mr. M'CuUa's hal^enny agalnft 
an Englifli one of king Charles II. ; which out- 
weighed Mr. M'Culla's a fourth-part, or 25 per 
cent. 

I likewife weighed an Irifh Patrick and David 
hal^enny, which outweighed Mr. M*Culla's 12^ 
per cent. It had a very fair and deep impreflion, 
and milled very fkilfully round. 

I found that even a common Harp halfpenny, 
well preferved, weighed equal to Mr. M^CuUa's^ 
And even fome of Wood*s halfpence were near 
equal in weight to his. Therefore, if it be true 
that he does not think Wood's copper to have beea 
faulty, he may probaWy give us no better. 

I have* laid thefe loofe thoughts together with 
little order, to give you, and others who may read 
them, an opportunity of digefting them better, I 
am no enemy to Mr. M*Culla's projedkj but I 
would have it put upon a better foot. I own that 
this halfpenny of king Charles IT., which I weighed 
againfl Mr. MftCuUa s^ was of the faireft kind I had 

ieeu« 
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feen. However, it is plain, the crown could af- 
ford It without being a lofer. But it is probable 
that the officers of the mint were then more ho- 
neft than they have fince thought fit to be ; for I 
confefs not to have met thofe of any other year fo 
weighty, or in appearance of fo good metal, among 
all the copper coins of the three laft reigns ; yet 
thefe, however, did much outweigh thofe of Mr. 
M^CuIla ; for I have tried the experiment on a 
hundred of them. I have indeed feen accidentally 
one or two very light : but it muft certainly have 
been done by chance ; or rather I fuppofe them to 
be counterfeits. Be that as it will, it is allowed on 
alt hands, that good copper was never known to be 
cheaper than it is at prefent. I am ignorant of the 
price, farther than by his informing me that it is 
only fourteen pence a pound ; by which, I ob- 
ferve, he charges the coinage at 30 per cent. ; and 
therefore I cannot but think his demands are ex- 
orbitant. But, to fay the truth, the deamefs or 
cheapnefs of the metal does not properly enter into 
the queftion. What we defire is, that it (hould be 
of the beft kind, and as weighty as can be af- 
forded ; that the profit of the contriver fhould be 
reduced from 1 6 to 8 per cent, and the charge of 
coinage, if poffible, from 30 to 10, or 15 at moft. 
Mr. M*Culla muft alfo give good fecurity that 
he will coin only a determinate fum, not exceeding 
twenty thoufand pounds ; by which, although he 
fhould deal with all uprightnefs imaginable, and 
make his coin as good as that I weighed of king 
Charles 11. he will, at i6/rr cent, gain three thou- 

fan4 



31 5 A LETTER ON MR. M'CULLA'S 

&nd two hundred pounds : a very good additional 
job to a private tradefman's fortune ! 

I muft advife him alfo to employ better workmen, 
and make his impreflions deeper and plainer ; by 
which a rifing rim may be left about the edge of hi& 
coin,topreferve the letter from wearing out too foon. 
He has no wardens, or mafters, or other officen 
of the mint, to fuck up his profit ; and, therefore, 
can aSbrd to coin cheaper than the crown, if he 
will but find good materials, proper implements, 
and (kilful workmen. 

Whether this project will fucceed in Mr. M*CulIa's 
hands (which, if it be honeftly executed, I Ihould 
be glad to fee) one thing I am confident of, that 
it might be eafily brought to perfedion by a fo- 
ciety of nine or ten honeft gentlemen of fortune, 
who wifli well to their country, and would be con- 
tent to be neither gainers nor lofers, farther than 
the bare intereft of their money. And Mr. 
M^Culla, as being the firft ftarter of the fcheme, 
might be confidered and rewarded by fuch a fo- 
ciety ; whereof, although I am not a man of for- 
tune, I ihould think it an honour and happineis to 
be one, even with borrowed money upon the beft 
fecurity I could give. And, firft, I am confident, 
without any fkill but by general reafon, that the 
charge of coining copper would be very much lefs 
than 30 per cent. Secondly, I believe ten thou- 
fand pounds, in halfpence and farthings, would be 
fufiicient for the whole kingdom, even under our 
great and moft unneceflary diftrefs for the want of 
filver ; and that, without fuch a diftrefs, half the 
fum 
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fura would fuffice. For, Tcbftipute and reafon 
thus : the city of Dublin, by a grofs computation, 
contains ten thoufand families ; and I am told by 
fhopkeepers, ** that, if filvcr were as plenty as 
** ufual, two (hillings in copper would be fufEcient, 
•* in the courfe of bufinefs, for each family," But^ 
in confideration of the want of filver, I would 
allow five (hillings to each fiimily, which would 
amount to 2,5001.; and, to help this, I would re- 
commend a currency of all the genuine undefaced 
Harp halfpence, which ar^ left of lord Daxtmouth^s 
and Moor's patents under K* Charles 11. ; and the 
fmall Patrick and David for farthings. To the 
reft of the. kingdom, I wquld affign . the 7,500]. 
remaining ; reckoning Dublin to anfwer one fourth 
of the kingdpm, as London is judged to anfwer 
(if I miftake not) one tliird' of England j I mean 
in the view of money only*. 

To compute dixr >^ant of fmall change by the 
number of fouls iti the kin^om, befide feeing 
perplexed, is, I think, by no means juft. They 
have been reckoned at a million and a half; 
whereof a million at leaft are beggars in all cir- 
cumftances except that of wandering about for alms, 
and that circumftance may arrive foon enough, 
when it vn\l be time to add another ten thoufand 
pounds in copper. But, without doubt, the fami- 
lies of Ireland, who lie chiefly under the diflSeuI* 
ties of wanting fmall change, cannot be above 
forty or fifty thoufand; which the dim of ten 
thoufand pounds, with the addition of the faireft 
old halfpence, would tolerably fupply: for, if we 

give 
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pvc too great a loofe to any projeftor to pour in 
upon us what he pleafes, the kingdom will be (how 
ihall I exprcfs it under our prefent circumftances ?) 
more than undone. 

And hence appears, in a very ftrong light, the 
villainy of Wood, who propofed the coinage of one 
hundred and eighty thoufand pounds in copper, 
for the ufe of Ireland ; whereby every family in the 
kingdom would be loaded with ten or a dozen 
ihillings, although Wood might not tranigrefs the 
bounds of his patent, and aldiough no counterfeits, 
either at home or abroad, were added to the num- 
ber ; the contrary to both which would indubitably 
have arrived. So ilMnformed are great men on 
the other fide, who talk of a million with as little 
ceremony as we do of half-a^-crown ! 

But, to return to the propofal I have made; 
luppofe ten gentlemen, lovers of their country, 
fhould raife aooL apiece ; and, from the time the 
money is depofited as they Axall agree, (hquld begin 
to charge it with feven/^r cent, for their own ufe : 
that they fhould, as foon as poifible, provide a 
mint and good workmen, and buy copper fuffident 
for coining two thoufand pounds, fubtradting a 
fifth-part of the intereft of ten thoufand pounds for 
the charges of the tools, and fitting up a place for 
a mint ; the other four parts of the fame intereft 
to be fubtraded equally out of the four remaining 
coinages of 2000 1. each, with a juft allowance for 
other neceflary incidents. Let the charge of coin- 
age be fairly reckoned ; and the kingdom informed 
of it, aa well as of the price of copper. Let the 
7 coin 
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cola be as well and deeply ftamped as it ought. 
Let the metal be as pure as can confifl to have it 
rightly coined (wherein I am wholly ignorant) and 
the bulk as large as that of king Charles IL And 
let this club of ten gentlemen give their joint fe- 
curity to receive all the coins they ifllic out for 
feven or ten years, and return gold and filver with* 
out any defalcation. 

Let the fame club, or company, when they 
have ifTued out the firft two thoufand pounds, go 
on the fecond year, if they find a demand, and 
that their fcheme has anfwered to their own in- 
tention as well as to the iatisfa&ion of the publick. 
And, if they find {tvtVL per cent, not fufficient, let 
them fubtraA eight, beyond which I would not 
have them go. And when they have, in two years, 
coined ten thoufand pounds, let them give public 
notice that they will proceed no fanher, but ihut 
up their mint, and difmifs their workmen ; unlefs 
the real, univerfal, unfolicited declaration of the 
nobility and gentry of the kingdom (hall figmfy a 
defire that they fhould go on for a certain fum 
farther.^ 

This company may enter into certain regulations 
among themfelves ; one of which fhould be, to 
keep nothing concealed, and duly to give an account 
to the world of their whole methods of ading. 

Give me leave to compute, wholly at random^ 
what charge the kingdom will be at, by the lofb 
of intrinfic value in the coinage of lo^oool. in cop- 
per, under the management of fuch a fociety of 
gentlemen*^ 

Firft, 
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Firft, It is plain, that inftead of fomewhat more 
than 1 6 per cent, as demanded by Mr. M^Culk, 
this fociety defires but 8 pet cent. 

Secondly, Whereas Mn M*CufIa cha:rges the ex- 
pence of coinage at ^o per cent. I hope and believe 
this fociety will be able to perform it at lo. 

Whereas it does not appear that Mr. M^Culk 
can give any fecurity for the goodnefs of his cop- 
per, bccaufe not one in ten thoufand have the (kill 
to diftinguifh ; the fociety v«^ill be all engaged that 
theirs fhall be of the beft ftandard. 

Foirrthly, That whereas Mr. M^CuIla's halfpence 
are one fourth part lighter than that kind coined 
in' the time of king Charles IL, thefe gentlemen 
win oblige tlhemfelves to the publick, to give the 
coin of the fame weight and goodnefs wkh thofe 
halfjpence, unlefs they ihall find they cannot afibrd 
it ; and, in that cafe, they fhall beforehatid inform 
the publick, fhew their reafons, and fignify how 
large they can make them without being lofersj 
and fo give over or purfue their fcheme, as they 
find the opinion of the world ta be. However, I 
do not doubt but they can afford them as lai^,- 
and of as good metal, as the befl Englifh halfpence 
that have been coined in the three lafl reigns, 
which very much out-weigh thofe of Mr. M^Culla. 
And this advantage will arife in proportion, by lef^ 
jfening the charge of coinage from 30 per cent, to 
10 or 15, or 20 at mofl. But I confefs myfelf in 
the dark on that article : only I think it impoffible 
it fhould amount to any proportion near 30 per 
cmt. ; otherwife the coiners of thofe counterfeit 

halfpence 
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halfpence called Raps woilld have little encourage- 
ment to follow their trade. 

But the indubitable advantages, by having the 
management in fuch a fociety, would be the pay- 
ing 8 per cent, inftead of 16, the being fure of the 
goodnefs and juft weight of the coin, and the pe- 
riod to be put to any farther coinage than what was 
abfolutely neceflary to fupply the wants and defires 
of the kingdom : and all this under the fecurity of 
ten gentlemen of credit and fortune, who would 
be ready to give the beft fecurity and fatisfadlion, 
that they had no defign to turn the fcheme into a 
job. 

As to any miftakes I have made in computation, 
, they are of little moment ; and I fhall not defcend 
fo low as to juftify them againft any caviller. 

The ftrongeft objedions againft what I offer, and 
which perhaps may make it appear vifionary, is 
the difficulty to find half a fcore gentlemen, w^ho, 
out of a public fpirit, will be at the trouble, for no 
more profit than one per cent, above the legal in- 
tereft, to be overfeers of a mint for five years j and 
perhaps, without any juftice, raife the clamour of 
the people againft them. Befides, it is moft cer- 
tain that many a fquire is as fond of a job, and as 
dextrous to make the beft of it, as Mr. M*Culla 
himfelf, or any of his level. However, I do not 
doubt but there may be ten fuch perfons in this 
town^ if they had only fome vifible mark to know 
them at fight. Yet I juft forefee another incon- 
■ venicncy ; that knavifli men are fitter to deal wiih 
others of their own denomination ; while thofe 

Vol. X. Y who 
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who are honeft and beft-intentioned may be the in- 
ftrumeiits of as much mifchief to the publick, for 
want of cunning, as the greateft knaves ; and more, 
becaufe of the charitable opinion which they arc 
apt to have of others. Therefore, how to join the 
prudence of the ferpent, with the innocency of the 
dove, in this affair, is the moft difficult point. It 
is not fo hard to find an honefl man, as to make 
this honefl man adive, and vigilant, and Ikilful ; 
which, I doubt, will require a fpur of profit greater 
than my fcheme will afford him, unlefs he will be 
contented with the honour of ferving his country, 
and the reward of a good confcience. 

After reviewing what I had written, I fee very 
well that I have not given any allowance for the 
firfl charge of preparing all things necefTary for 
coining, which, I am told, will amount to about 
aool. befide 20 1. per annum for five years rent of 
a houie to work in. I can only fay, that, this 
making in all 300I. it will be an addition of no 
more than 3 per cent, out of io,oool. 

But the great advantages to the publick, by 
having the coinage placed in the hands of ten gen- 
tlemen fuch as I have already defcribed (if fuch 
are to be found) are thefe : 

Firfl, They propofe no other gain to themfelves 
than I per cent, above the legal interefl for the mo- 
ney they advance ; which will hardly afford them 
coffee when they meet at their mint-houfe. 

Secondly, They bind themfelves to make their 
coins of as good copper as the befl Englifh half- 
pence, and as well coineJ, and of equal tveight : 

and 



PROJECT ABOUT HALFPENCE* 313 

and do likewife bind thcmfelvcs to charge the pub-* 
lick with not one farthing for the expence of 
coinage, more than it fhall really ftand them in. 

Thirdly, They will, for a limited term of feven 
or ten years, as fliall be thought proper upon ma- 
ture confideration, pay gold and filver, without 
any defalcation, for all their own coin that (hall 
be returned upon their hands. 

Fourthly, They will take care that the coins 
fliall have a deep impreflion, leaving a rifmg rim 
on both fides, to prevent their being defaced in a 
long time ; and the edges fhall be milled. 

I fuppofe they need not be very apprehenfive of 
counterfeits, which it will be difficult to make i'o 
as not to be difcovered : for it is plain that tliotb 
bad halfpence called Raps, are fo eafily diilin- 
guifhed, 'even from the mofl worn genuine haljp- 
penny, that nobody will now take them for a far- 
thing, although under the great prefent want of 
change. 

I fhall here fubjoin fome comjSUtations relating 
to Mr. M^Culla's copper notes. They were fent to 
me by a perfon well fkilled in fuch calculations : 
and therefore I refer them to the reader. 

Mr. M*Culla charges good copper at fourteen 
pence per pound ; but I know not whether he 
4pean8 Avoirdupois or Troy weight. 
Avoirdupois is fixteen ounces to a 

pound - - 6960 grains. 

A pound Troy weight - 5760 grains. 

Mr. M^Culla's copper is fourteen pence/^r pound 
Avoirdupois* 

y 2 Two 
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Two of Mr. M^CuUa's penny-notes, one with 
another, weigh - - 524 grains. 

By which computation, two (hillings 

of his notes, which he fells for one 

pound weight, will weigh - 6288 grains. 
But one pound Avoirdupois weighs^ . 

as above, - - 6960 grains. 

This difference makes 10 per cent, to Mr. 
M*CJ!Iulla*s profit, in point of weights 
The old Patrick and David halfpenny 

weighs - - - 149 grains. 

Mr. M*Culla's halfpenny weighs 131 grains. 

The difference is 18 
Which is equal to 10 4- /^^ cent. 
The Englifh halfpenny of king 

Charles II. weighs - 167 grains. 

M'CuUa's halfpenny weighs - 131 grains* 

The difference n^^^ 
Which difference allowed, a fifth part is ^lo per 
cent. 

Another Computation. 

Mr. M'Gulla allows his pound of copper (coin- 
age included) to be worth 20 pence j for which he* 
demands two (hillings. 

His coinage he computes at fix pence /^-r pound 
weight J therefore, laying out only twenty pence, 

and 
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and gaining four pence, he makes per cent. 

profit - - - 4. 20 

The fix pence per pound weight, al- 
lowed for coinage, makes /^r rw/. 30 

The want of weight in his halfpenny, 

compared as above, \%per cent. lo 

By all which (viz. coinage, profit,i — 

and want of weight) the publick > 60 

loks per cent. - 3 

If Mr. M^Culla's coins will not pafs, and he re- 

fufes to receive them back, the owner cannot fell 

them at above twelve pence per pound ; whereby, 

with the defed of weight of 10 per cent, he will 

lofc 60 per cenfp 

The fcheme of the fociety, raifed as high as it 

can poffibly be, will be only thus : 

For intereft of their money per cent. 8 

For coinage, inftead of 10, fuppofe, Bf, 

moft, per cent. - - - 20 

For 300 1. laid out for tools, a mint, and 
houfe rent, charge 3 per cent, upon the 
coinage of 1 0,000 1. - - ^ 

Charges in all, upon intereft, coinage,} 

l^c. per cent. { ' ^^ 

Which, with all the advantages above-men- 
tioned, of the goodnefs of the metal, the largenefs 
of the coin, the deepnefs and fairnefs of the im- 
preffion, the aflurance of the fociety confining it- 
felf to fuch a fum as they undertake, or as the 
kingdom fhall approve ; and laftly, their paying in 
gold or filver for all their coin returned ujf^on their 

Y 3 handa^ 
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hands, without any defalcation, would be of mighty 
benefit to the kingdom ; and, with a little fteadi- 
nefs and adivity, could, I doubt not, be eafily 
compafled. 

1 would not in this fcheme recommend the me^ 
thod of promiflbry notes, after Mn M'CuUa's man- 
ner ; but, as I have feen in old Iriih coins, the 
words civiTAS DVBLiN* on one fide, with the 
year of our Lord and the Irifh Harp on the re- 
vcrfe* 



LETTER 

TO THE 

WRITER 

OF THE 

O C C A SIGNAL PAPER. 

[Vide the Craftsman, 1727.] 

SIR, 

ALTHOUGH, in one of your papers, you 
declare an intention of turning them, du- 
ring the dead feafon of the year, into accounts of 
domeftic and foreign intelligence ; yet, I think, we 
your correfpondents fhould not underftand your 
meaning fo literally, as if you intended to reject in- 
ferting any other paper, which might probably be 
ufeful for the publick. Neither indeed am I fully 
convinced, that this new courfe you refolve to take, 
will render you more fecure than your former lau- 
dauble practice, of inferting fuch fpeculations, as 
were fent you by feveral well-wifhers to the good 
of the kingdom; however grating fuch notices 
might be to fome, who wanted neither power nor 
inclination to refent them at your coft : for, fmce 

Y 4 there^ 
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there is a direft law againft fpreading falfe news, if 
you fhould ventuie to tell us in one of the Craftf- 
men that the dey of Algiers had got the tooth-ach, 
or the king of Bantam had taken a purge ; and the 
fads fhould be contradi^ed in fucceeding pacquets; 
I do not fee what plea you could, offer, to avoid 
the utmoft penalty of the law, becaufe you are not 
fuppofed to be very gracious among thofe who are 
moft able to hurt you. 

Befides, as I take your intentions to be fincerely 
meant for the public fervice ; fo your original me- 
thod of entertaining and inftruding us, will b? 
more general, and more ufeful in this feafon of the 
year, when people are retired to amufements more 
cool, more innocent, and much more reafonable, 
than thofe they have left j when their paflions arc 
fubiided or fufpended j when they have no occa- 
fions of inflaming themfelves, or each other; 
where they will have opportunities of hearing 
common fenfe, every day in the we^k, from their 
tenants or neighbouring farmers ; and thereby be 
qualified, in hours of rain or leifure, to read and 
confider the advice or information you fhall fen4 
them. 

Another weighty reafon why you fhould not 
alter your manner of writing, by dwindling to a 
jiews-monger, is, becaufe there is no fufpcnfion of 
arms agreed on between you and your adverfaries ; 
who fight with a fort of weapons which have two 
wonderful qualities, that they are neyer to be worn 
put, and are befl wielded by the weakeft hands, 
and which the poverty of our language forces me 

to 
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o call, by the trite appellations of Scurrilitjr, 
Slander, and Billingfgate. I am far from thinldng 
:hat thefc gentlemen, or rather their employers, 
[for the operators themfelves are too obfcure to be 
guefled at) ihould be anfwered after their own way, 
although it were poflible to drag them out of their 
obfcurity : but I wifh you would inquire what real 
ufe fuch a condudl is, to the caufe they have been 
fo largely paid to defend. The author of the three 
firft Occafional Letters, a perfon altogether un-- 
known, has been thought to glance (for what tea* 
Tons he bed knows) at fome public proceedings, as 
if they were not agreeable to his private opinions. 
In anfwer to this, the pamphleteers retained on the 
other fide, are inftrudted by their fuperiors, to 
fingle out an adverfary, whofe abilities they have 
moft reafon to apprehend ; and to load himfelf^ 
his family, and friends, with all the infamy, that 
a perpetual converfation in Bridewell, Newgate, 
and the ftews, could furnifh them; but, at the 
(ame time, fo very unluckily, that the moft diftin- 
guiftiing parts of their charadlers, ftrike diredtly in 
the face of their benefadlor ; whofe idea, prefent- 
ing itfelf along with his guineas perpetually to their 
imagination, occ^fioned this defperate blunder. 

But, allowing this heap of flander to be truth, 
and applied to the proper, perfon ; what is to be the 
confequence ? Are our public debts to be the fooner 
paid ; the corruptions that author complains of, to 
be the fooner cured ; an honourable peace, or a 
glorious war, the more likely to enfue ; trade to 
flourifti; the Oftend company to be demolifhed; 
7 Gibraltar 
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Gibraltar and Port Mahon left entire in our poffef- 
fion ; the balance of Europe to be preferved ; the 
malignity of parties to be for ever at an end ; none 
but perfons of merit, virtue, genius,, and learnii^, 
to be encouraged ? I afk whether any of thefe ef- 
feds will follow, upon the publication of this au- 
thor's libel, even fuppofing he could prove every 
fyllAle of it to be true ? 

At the fame time, I am well aflured, that the 
only reafon of afcribing thofe papers to a particular 
perfon, is built upon the information of a certain 
pragmatical fpy of quality, well known to ad in 
that capacity, by thofe, into whofe company he 
infmuates himfelf ; a fort of perfons, who, although 
without much love, efteem, or dread of people in 
prefent power, yet have too much common pru- 
dence, to fpeak their thoughts with freedom, before 
fuch an intruder ; who, therefore, impofes grofsly 
upon his matters, if he makes them pay for any 
thing but his own cdnjeQures, 

It is a grievous miftake in a great luinifler to 
negled or defpife, much more to irritate, men of 
genius and learning, I have heard one of the 
wifeft perfons in my time obferve, that an admi- 
niftration was to be known and judged, by the ta- 
lents of thofe who appeared their advocates in 
print. This I muft never allow to be a general 
rule ; yet I cannot but think it prodigioufly unfor- 
tunate, that among the anfwerers, defenders, rc- 
pliers, and panegyrifts, ftarted up in defence of 
prefent perfons and proceedings, there has not yet 
^rifen one, whofe labours we can read vnth pa- 
3 tience, 
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tience, however we may applaud their loyalty and 
good-will: and all this, with the adyantages of 
confiant ready pay, of natural and acquired venom, 
and a grant of the whole fund of Ilander, to range 
over and riot in as they pleafe. 

On the other fide, a turbulent writer of Occa- 
fional Letters, and other vexatious papers, in con- 
jun^ion perhaps with one or two friends as bad as 
himfelf, is able to difconcert, teafe, and four us, 
whenever he thinks fit, merely by the ftrength of 
genius and truth ; and after fo dextrous a manner, 
that when we are vexed to the foul, and well know 
the reafons why we are fo, we are afhamed to own 
the firft, and cannot tell how to exprefs the other* 
In a word, it feems to me that all the wrkers are 
on one fide, and all the railers on the other. 

Howevec, I do not pretend to adert that it is 
impofiible for an ill minifter to find men of wit, 
who may be drawn, by a very valuable confidera-^ 
tion, to undertake his defence : but the misfortune 
w, that the heads of fuch writers rebel againft their 
hearts; their genius forfakes them, when they 
would offer to proftitute it to the fervice of injuf- 
tice, corruption, party-rage, and falfe reprefenia- 
tions of things and perfons. 

And this is the beft argument I can t)ffer in de- 
fence of great men, who have been of late fo very 
imhappy in the choice of their paper-champions : 
although I cannot much commend their good huf- 
l>andry, in thofe exorbitant payments, of twenty, 
and fixty guineas at a time, for a fcmrvy pamphlet ; 
iince the fort of work they require, is what will all 

come 
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come within the talents of any one, who has en- 
joyed the happinefs of a very bad education, has 
kept the vileft company, is endowed with a fenrilc 
fpirit, is mafter of an empty purfe, and a heart 
full of malice. 

But, to fpeak the truth in fobemefs ; it fhould 
feem a little hard, fmce the old Whiggilh principle 
has been recalled, of (landing up for the liberty of 
the prefs, to a degree that no man, for feve^al years 
pad, durft venture put a thought, which did not 
fquare to a point, with the maxims and practices 
tfiat then prevsdlcd : I fay, it is a little hard, that 
the vileft mercenaries fhould be countenanced, pre- 
ferred, rewarded, for difchar^ng their brutalities 
againft men of honour, only upon a bare conjec- 
ture* 

If it fhould happen that thcfe profligates have at- 
tacked an innocent perfon, I afk, what fatisfa&ion 
can their hirers give in return ? Not all the wealdi 
raked together by the moft corrupt rapacious mi- 
nifters, in the longeft courfe of unlimited power, 
would be fufficient to atone for the hundredth part 
of fuch an injury. 

In the common way of thinking, it is a fituation 
fufficient in all confcicnce to fatisfy a reafbnable 
ambition, for a private perfon to command the 
laws, the. forces, the revenues of a great kingdom ; 
to reward and advance his followers and flatterers as 
he pleafes, and to keep his enemies (real or ima- 
ginary) in the duft. In fuch an exaltation, why 
fhould he be at the trouble to make ufe of fools to 
found his praifes, (becaufe I always thought the 

lion 
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ion was hard fet, when he chofc the afs for his 
rumpeter) or knaves to revenge his quarrel^ at the 
:xpcnce of innocent mens reputations i 

With all thofe advantages, I cannot fee why per* 
bns in the height of power, Ihonld be under the 
icaft concern on account of their reputation, for 
iiehich they Jiave no manner of ufe ; or to ruin 
that of others, which may perhaps be the only poA* 
feflion their enemies have left them. Suppofing 
times of corruption, which I am very far from 
doing; if a writer difplays them in their proper 
colours, does he do any thing worfe than fending 
cuftomers to the fhop ? " Here only, at the fign of 
^ The Brazen Head, are to be fold places and 
^ penfions: beware of counterfeits, and take care 
^ of miftaking the door." 

For my own part, I think it very unneceflary to 
^ve the charader of a great minifter in the full- 
aefs of his power, becaufe it is a thing that natu- 
rally does itfelf, and is obvious to the eyes of all 
mankind ; for his perfonal qualities are all derived 
into the moft minute parts of his adminiftration. 
If this be juft, prudent, regular, impartial, intent 
upon the public good, prepared for prefent exigen- 
cies^ and provident of the future ; fuch is the di- 
re&OT himfelf in his private capacity : if it be ra- 
pacious, infolent, partial, palliating long and deep 
difeafes of the publick, with empirical remedies, 
Edfe, difguifed, impudent, malicious, revengeful ; 
jrou (hall infallibly find the private life of the con- 
ductor, to anfwer in every point; nay, what is 
more, every twinge of the gout or gravel, will be 

felt 
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felt in their confequences by the communky : as 
the thief-catcher, upon viewing a houfe broke open, 
could immediately diilinguifh, from the manner of 
the workmanfhip, by what hand it was done. 

It is hard to form a maxim againft which aa 
exception is not ready to ftart up : fo, in the pre- 
fent cafe, where the minifter grows enormoufly 
rich, the publick is proportionably poor ; as, in a 
private family, the fteward always thrives the 
fafteft, when his lord is running out. * ♦ * * 

^ ^Ht 4it 4k * #♦ «««« 4|fr«« 



PUBLIC AB SURDITIES 

IN ENGLAND. 

IT is a common topick of fatire, which you will 
hear not only from the mouths of minifters of 
ftate, but of every whiffler in office, that half a 
dozen obfcure fellows, over a bottle of wine or 'a 
difh of coffee, fhall prefume to cenfure the adions 
of parliaments and councils, to form fchemes of 
government, and new-model the commonwealth ; 
and this ufually ridiculed as a pragmatical difpofi- 
tion to politicks, in the very nature and genius of 
the people. It may poffibly be true : and yet I am 
grofsly deceived if any fober man, of very mode- 
rate talents, when he refleds upon the many ridi- 
culous hurtful maxims, cufloms, and general rules 
of life, which prevail in this kingdom, would not 
with great reafon be tempted, according to the pre- 
fent turn of his humour, either to laugh, lament, 
or be angry ; or, if he were fanguine enough, per- 
haps to. dream of a remedy. It is the miflake of 
wife and good men, that they expcdl more reafon 
and virtue from human nature, than, taking it in 
the bulk, it is in any fort capable of. Whoever 
has been prefcnt at councils or aflfemblies of any 
fort, if he be a man of common prudence, cannot 
but have obferved fuch refults and opinions to have 

frequently 
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frequently pafled a majority, as he would be 
afhamed to advance in private converiation- I {ay 
nothing of cruelty, oppreffion, injuftice, and the 
like, becaufe thefe are fairly to be accounted for in 
all aflemblies, as beft gratifjjing the paffions and 
interefts of leaders ; which is a point of fuch high 
confideration, that all others muft give place to it. 
But I would be underftood here to fpeak only of 
opinions ridiculous, fooliih, and abfurd ; with con* 
clulions and anions fuitable to them, at the fame 
time. when the moft reafonable propolitions arc 
often unanimoufly rejedled. And as all aflemblies 
of men are liable to this accufatioA, fo likewife 
there are natural abfurdities from which the wifeft 
ftates are not exempt; which proceed lefs from 
the nature of their climate, than that of their go- 
vernment ; the Gauls, the Britons, the Spaniards, 
and Italians, having retained very little of the cha- 
racters given them in antient hiftory. 

By thefe, and the like refledtions, I have been 
often led to confider fome public abfurdities in our 
own country, moft of which are, in my opinion, 
directly againft the rules of right reafon, and are 
attended with great inconveniencies to the ftate. I 
fhall mention fuch of them as come into memory, 
without obferving any method j and I fhall give 
my reafon why I take them to be abfurd in their 
nature, and pernicious in their confequence. 

It is abfurd that any perfon, who profefles a dif- 
ferent form of worfhip, from that which is na- 
tional, fhould. be trufted with a vote for elefting 
members into the houfe of commons : becaufe every 

maa 
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nan is full of zeal for his own religion, although 
le regards not morality ; and therefore will eudea- 
/our to his utmoft, to bring in a reprefentative of 
lis own principles, which, if they be popular, 
nay endanger the religion eftabliflied ; and which, 
IS it has formerly happened, may alter the whole 
Tame of government. 

A Handing army in England, whether in tiitte of 
peace or war, is a dire£l abfurdity: for it is no 
part of our bufmefs to be a warlike nation, other- 
mk than by our fleets. In foreign wars we have 
10 concern, farther than in conjundlion with allies, 
?vhom we may either affift by fea, or by foreign 
roops paid with our money : but mercenary troops 
n England, can be of no ufe, except to awe fe- 
lates, and thereby promote arbitrary power, in a 
nonarchy, or oligarchy. 

That the eledion of fenatoi;s fhould be of any 
:harge to the candidates, is an abfurdity ; but that 
t fhould be fo to a miniftry, is a manifeft acknow- 
edgement of the word defigns. If a miniftry in- 
:ended the fervice of their prince and country, or 
svell underftood wherein their own fecurity belt 
ronfifted, (as it is impofTible that a parliament 
Teely eleded, according to the original inftitution, 
:an do any' hurt to a tplerable prince or tolerable 
miniftry) they would ufe the ftrongeft methods to 
eave the people to their own free choice : the 
nembers would , then cfonfift of perfons, who had 
^eft eftates in the neighbourhood or county, or at 
caft, never of ftrangers. And furely this is at leaft 
iill as requifite a circumftance to a legiflator, as to 

Vol. X. Z a jury- 
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a juryman, who ought to be, if pofliblc, eic vrcimi 
fincc fuch perfons, muft be fuppofed the bcft 
judges, of the wants and defu-es, of their fevcral 
boroughs and counties. To choofe a reprefentativc 
for Berwick, whofe cftate is at Land's End, would 
have been thought in former times a very great 
folecifm. How much more as it is at prefent, 
where fo many perfons are returned for boroughs, 
who do not poffefs a foot of land in the king- 
dom? 

By the old conftitution, whoever pofTefled a free- 
hold in land, by which he was a gainer of forty 
fhillings a year, had the privilege to vote for a 
knight of the (hire. The good effedbs of this law 
are wholly eluded, partly by the courie of time, 
and partly by corruption. Forty fhillings, in thofc 
ages, were equal to twenty pounds in ours ; and 
therefore it was then a want of fagacity, to fix that 
privilege to a determinate fum, rather than to a 
certain quantity of land, arable or pafture, able ta 
produce a certain quantity of com or hay. And 
therefore it is highly abfurd, and againft the intent 
of the law, that this dcfed is not regulated. 

But the matter is ftill worfc j for any gentleman 
can, upon occafion, make as many freeholders, as 
Tiis eftate or fettlement will allow, by making leafes 
for life of land at a rack rent of forty fhillmgs ; 
where a tenant, who is not worth one farthing a 
year when his rent is paid, fliall be' held a legal 
voter for a perfon to reprefent his county. Nei- 
ther do I enter into half the frauds that are prated 
upon this occafion. 

3 It 
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It is likewife abfurd, that boroughs decayed are 
Itiot abfolutely extinguiftied, becaufe the returned 
members do in reality reprefent nobody at all ; and 
that feveral large towns are not reprefented, though 
full of induftrious townfraen, who much advance 
the trade of the kingdom. 

The claim of fenators, to have themfelves and 
fervaats exempted from law-fuits and arrefts, is 
manifeftly abfurd. The proceedings at law are al- 
ready fo fcandalous a grievance, upon account of 
the , delays, that they little need any addition. 
Whoever is either not able, or not willing, to pay 
his juft debts, or, to keep other men out of their 
lands, would evade the decifion of the law, is 
furcly but ill-qualified to be a legiflator. A crimi- 
nal with as good reafon might fit on the bench, 
with a power of condemning men to be hanged for 
Jtheir honefty. By the annual fitting of parliaments, 
aad the days of privilege preceding and fubfequenjt, 
. a Xenator is one half of the year beyond the reach 
of common j uftice. 

That the facred perfon of a fenator's footman 
ifaall be firee from arreft, although he undoes the 
|)Oor ale-wife by running on fcore, is a circum-* 
.fiance of equal wifilom and juftice, to avoid the 
.great evil of his matter's lady wanting her jcompld- 
meixt di liveries hehind the coach. 
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O N 

BISHOP BURNET'S HISTORY, 

THIS author is in moft particulars the worft 
qualified for an hiftorian that ever I met 
-with. His ftyle is rough, full of improprieties, in 
expreflions often Scotch, and often fuch as are ufd 
by the meaneft people. He difcovers a great fear- 
city of words and phrafes, by repeating the fame 
feveral hundred times, for want of capacity to vary 
them. His obfervations are mean and trite, afld 
very often falfe. His Secret Hiftory is generally 
made up of cofTee-houfe fcandals, or at beft from 
reports at the third, fourth, or fifth hand. The 
account of the Pretender's birth, would only be- 
come an old woman in a chimney-corner. Ms 
vanity runs intolerably through the whole book, 
affefting to have been of confequence at nineteen 

' years old, and while he was a little Scotch parfon 
of 40 pounds a year. He was a gentleman bom, 
and in the time of his youth and vigour, drew in 
an old maiden daughter of a Scotch Earl to marry 
him. His chara<3:ers are miferably wrought, m 
many things miftaken, and all of them detrading, 

- txcept of thofe who were friends to the Prelbyte- 
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Tians. That early love of liberty he boafts of, i$ 
abfolutely falfe ; for the firft book that I believe he 
ever publifhed, is an entire treatife in favour of pafr- 
five obedience and abfolute power ; fo that his rer 
fledions on the clergy, for afferting, and then 
changing thofe principles, come very improperly 
from hinu He is the moft partial of all writers 
that ever pretended fo much to impartiality ; and 
yet I, who knew him well, am convinced that he 
is as impartial as he could poflibly find in his heart; 
I am fure more than I ever expected from him ; 
particularly in his accounts of the Papift and Fa- 
natic plots. This work may be more properly 
called A Hiftory of Sgotland during the author's 
time, with fome digreffions relating to England, 
rather than deferve the title he gives it* For I be- 
lieve two thirds of it relate only to that beggarly 
nation, and their infignificant brangles and fadtions. 
What he fucceeds bed in, is in giving extracts of 
arguments and debates in council or parliament. 
Nothing recommends his book but the recency of 
the fads he mentions, moft of them being ftill in 
memory, efpecially the ftory of the Revolution; 
which, however, is not fo well told as might be 
cxpefted from one who affeds to have had fo con- 
fiderable a fhare in it. After all, he was a man of 
generofity and good-nature, and very communi- 
cative ; but, in his ten laft years, was abfolutely 
party-mad, and fancied he faw Popciy under every 
bufti. He has told me many paflages not men- 
tioned in this Hiftory, and many that are, but with 
/everal circumftances, fupprefled or altered. He 

Z 3 never 
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never gives a good character without one eflential 
point, that the perfon was tender to diffenters, and 
thought many things in the church ought to be 
amended; 

Setting up for a maxim, Laying down for a 
maxim, Clapt up, and fome other words and 
phrafes, he ufes many hundred times. 

Cut out for a Court, a pardoning planet, Clapt 
up. Left in the lurch. The Mob, Outed, A great 
beauty. Went roundly to work : All thefe phrafes 
ufed by the vidgar, flbew him tp have kept meaa 
or illiterate company in his youth* 
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THE PRIN TE R^ 

DVERTISEMENT. 

f HEN Dr. Swift was at Sir Arthur Ache- 
fon's, at Markethill, in the county of Af- 
I, an old gentleman was recommended to him, 
dng a remarkable cavalier in the reigns cf 
les IL, James IL, and AVilliam III. ; who had 
ired with great loyalty and bravery in Scotland 
ig the troubles of thofe reigns, but was ne- 
;d by the government, although he deferved* 
rewards from it. As he was reduced in his 
mftances. Dr. Swift made him. a handfome 
nt ; but faid at the fame time, " Sir, this trifle 
mot fupport you long, and your friends may 
Dw tired of you ; therefore I would have you 
itrive fome honeft means of getting a fum of 
)ney, fufficient to put you into a way of life of 
)porting yourfelf with independency in your 
I age." To which captain Creichton (for 
was the gentleman's name) anfwered, *' I 
ve tired all my friends, and cannot expeft any 
:h extraordinary favours." Then Dr. Swift 
:d, " Sir, I have heard much of your adven- 
es ; diat they are frefh in your memory ; that 
Li can tell them with great humour ; and that 
Li have taken memorandums of them in writ- 
;•" To which the captain faid, " I have ; 
t no one can underftand them but myfelf." 

Then 
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Then Dr. Swift rejoined, ** Sir, get your manu- 
^ fcripts, read them to me, and tell me none but 
** genuine ftories ; and then I will place them in 
•' order for yqu, prepare them for the prefs» and 
*' endeavour to get you a fuhfcription among my 
♦' friends, as you may do among your own." The 
captain foon after waited on the de^ with Jm 
papers, and related many advept»res to him; 
which the dean was fo kind as to put in oipi^ df 
time, to correct the ftyle, aod make a fmaU bgo);; 
cf, intitled, Th£ Memoirs of Captaiit Jojlk 
C&JBicuTON. A fubicription was immediately kx 
on foot, by the dean's interest and recommeodar 
tioQ, which raifed for the captain above two ho^^ 
dred pounds, and made the reoia^uag part of'l# 
life very happy and eafy. 



TO THE 

READER, 



rHE author of thefe Memoirs, captain John 
Creichton, is ftill alive, and refides in the 
^rthern part of this kingdom. He is a very ho- 
sft and worthy man, but of the old ftamp j and 
is probable that fome of his principles will not 
Jifh very well in the prefent difpofition of the 
orld. His memoirs are therefore to be received 
ke a pofthumous work, and as containing fafts, 
rhich very few alive, except himfelf, can remem- 
er : upon which account, none of his generous 
ibfcribers are, in the leaft, anfwerable for many 
pinions, relating to the jpublick, both in church 
ad ftate, which he feems to juftify ; and .in the 
indication of which, to the hazard of his life, and 
le lofs of his fortune, he fpent the mofl: ufcful 
art of his days. Principles, as the world goes, 
re little more than fafhion ; and the apoftle tells 
8, that " the fafhion of this world pafleth away.'* 
Vc read with pleafure the memoirs of feveral 
uthors, whofe party we difapprove, if they be writ- 
tn with nature and truth. Curious men are de- 
rous to fee what can be faid on both fides ; and 
ven the virulent flat relation of Ludlow, though 
rritten in the fpirit of rage, prejudice, and v^ity, 
oes not want its advocates. This inclines me to 
iJjdJ^ t}iat the memoiss of captaia Greichtoa may 

not 
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not be unnacceptable to the curious of every partv; 
becaufe, from my knowledge of the man, ^nd tlie 
teftimony of feveral confiderable perfons, of dif- 
ferent political denominations, I am confident, that 
he has not inferted one paflage or circumftance, 
which he did not know, or, from the beft intelli- 
gence he could get, believe to be true. 

Thefe Memoirs are therefore oiFered to the world 
in their native fimplicity. And it was not vnth 
'little difficulty, that the author was perfuaded by his 
friends to recoiled: and put them in order, chiefly 
for his own juftification, and pardy by the impor- 
tunity of feveral eminent gentlemen, who had a 
mind that they (hould turn to fome profit to the 
author. 

The captain, having made over all his little eftate 
to a beloved daughter, upon her marriage, on the 
condition of being entertained in her houfe for the 
fmall remainder of his life, has put it out of his 
own power, either to fupply his incidental wants, 
to pay fome long-contrafted debts, or to gratify 
his generous nature in being farther ufeful to his 
family : on which accounts, he defires to return 
his moft humble thanks to his worthy fubfcril>ers ; 
and hopes tlicy will confider him no farther than as 
an lioneft, well-meaning man, who, by his own 
perfonal courage and coadu'5b, was able to diftin- 
guifh himfelf, under many diJadvantnges, to a de- 
gree, that few private lives have been attended 
with fo many fingulai; and extraordinary events. 

Befide the great fimplicity in the flyle and raan- 
rjer of the author, it is a very valuable circumftance, 

that 
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hat his plain relation correds many miftaken par- 
ages in other hiftorians, which have too long paf- 
ed for truths; and whoever impartially compares 
)Oth, will probably decide in the captain's favour : 
br, the memory of old men is feldom deceived, 
n what pafled in their youth and vigour of age : 
md if he has, at any time, happened to be mif- 
aken in circumftances of time or place (with nei- 
her of which I can charge him) it was certainly 
igainft his will. Some of his own perfonal dif- 
xefles and adlions, which he has related, might be 
ilmoft the fubje£t of a tragedy. 

Upon the whole, comparing great things to 
inall, I know not any memoirs that more refemble 
ihofe of Philip de Comines (which have received fo 
iniverfal approbation) than thefe of captain Creich- 
:on; which are told in a manner equally naturaj, 
md with equal appearance of truth, although, I con- 
fefs, upon affairs in a more obfcurc fcene, and of 
■efs importance. 

J. S- 
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Captain JOHN CREICHTON. 

THE former part cf my life having been at- 
tended with fome paiTages and events, not 
very common to men of my private and obfcurc 
condition, I have (perhaps induced by the talkative- 
hefe of old age) very freely and frequently communi- 
cated them to feveral worthy gentlemen, who were 
pleafed to be my friends, and fome of them my 
benefadlors. Thefe perfons profeffed themfelvcs to 
be fo well entertained with my ftory, that they 
often wifhed it could be digefted into order, and 
puWiftied to the world ; believing that fuch a trea- 
tife, by the variety of incidents, written in a plain 
unafiefted ftyle, might be, at leaft, fome amufe- 
ment to indifferent readers ; of fome example to 
thofe who defire ftriclly to adhere to their duty 
and principles ; and might ferve to vindicate my 
reputation in Scotland, where I am well known ; 
that kingdom having been the chief fcene of my 
ading, and where I have been reprefented, by a 
fanatic rebellious party, as a perfccutor of the faints, 
and a man of blood. 

Having loft the benefit of a thorough fchool edu- 
cation, by a moft indifcreet marriage in all worldly 
views, although to a very good woman ; and in confe- 

quence 



MEMOIRS, &c. 3JI 

[uence thereof, being, forced to feek my fortune in 
Jcotland as a foldier, where I forgot )all the little I 
lad learned, the reader cannot reafonably expeiSt 
o be much J)leafed with my flyle, or method, or 
nanner of relating ; it is enough, if I never wil- 
uUy fail ill point of truth, nor offend by malice or 
)artiality. My memory, I thank God, is yet very 
)erfe£t as to things long paft ; although, like an 
)ld man, I retain but little of what has happened 
ince I grew into years. 

I am likewife very fenfible of an Infirmity in 
nany authors, who write their own memoirs, and 
ire apt to lay too much weight upon trifles^ which 
hey are vain enough to conceive the world to be 
18 much concerned in as themfelves; yet I remember 
:hat Plutarch, in his lives of great men (which I have 
read in the Englifh tranflation) fays, that the nature 
md difpofition of a man's mind may be often better 
difcovered by a fmall circumftance, than by an ac- 
ion or event of the greateft importance. And be- 
(ides, it is not improbable that grey hairs may have 
brought upon me a vanity, to delire that pofterity 
may know what manner of man I was. 

I lie under another difadvantage, and indeed a 
very great one, from the wonderful change of 
opinions, fince I firft made any appearance in 
the world. I was bred under the principles of the 
ftrifteft loyalty to my prince, and in an exaft con- 
formity in difcipline, as well as dodrine, to the 
church of England; which are neither altered nor 
(haken to this very day j and I am now too old to 
mend. However, my different fentiments, fmcfe 
my laft troubles after the Revolution^ have never 
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had the leaft influence either upon my ^dHpns or 
difcourfc. I have fubmitted myfelf with entire re- 
fignation, according to St. Paul's precept, " to the 
" powers that be." I converfe equally with all 
parties, and am equally favoured by all ; and God 
knows, it is now of little confequence what my 
opinions are, under fuch a weight of age and in- 
firmities, with a very fcahty fubfiftence, which, in- 
ftead of comforting, will hardly fupport me. 

But there is another point, which requires a bet- 
ter apology than I am able to give : a judicious 
reader will be apt to cenfurc me (and I confefs with 
reafon enough) as guilty of a very foolifli fupcrffi- 
tion in relating my dreams, and how 1 was guided 
by them with fuccefs, in difcovering one or two prin- 
cipal covenanters. I fhall not eafily allow myfelf to 
be, either by nature or education, more fuperftitious 
than other men ; but I take the truth to be this : 
being then full of zeal againft enthufiaftical rebels, 
and better informed of their lurking holes than 
moft officers in the army, this made fo ftrong an 
impreffion on my mind, that it affedled my dreams, 
xvhen I was directed to the moft probable places, 
abnoft as well as if I had been awake, being guided 
in the night by the fame conjeftures I had made in 
the day. There could poflibly be no more in xhp 
mutter; and God forbid I (hould pretend to a fpirit 
of divination, which would make me refemble thofe 
very liypocritical faints, whom it w^as both my duty 
and inclination to bring to juftice, for their many 
horrid blafphemies againft God, rebellions againft 
their prince, and barbarities towards their countryr 
men and fellow-chriftians, 

"•;•■ My 
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My great-grandfather, Alexander Creichton^ of 
Ihe houfe of Dumfries, in Scotland, in a feud be- 
tween the Maxwells ahd the Johnftons (the chief of 
the Johnftons being the lord Johnfton, anceftor of 
the prefent marquis of Annandale) fiding with the 
latter, and having killed fome of the former, was 
iForced to fly into Ireland ^ where he fettled near Kinard^ 
then a woody country, and now called Calidon : but 
tvithin a year or two, fome friends and relations of 
thofe Maxwells who had been killed in the feud, 
toming over to Ireland to purfue their revenge^ 
lay in wait for my great-grandfather in the wood, 
and fliot him dead, as he was going to church. 
This accident happened about the time that James 
the Sixth of Scotland came to the crown of Eng- 
land. 

Alexander, my great-grandfather, left two fons, 
and as many daughters j his eldeft fon John lived 
till a year or two aftet the rebellion in 1641. His 
houfe was the firft in Ulfter fet upon by the Irifh, 
who took and imprifoned him at Dungannon ; but 
forcunatety making his efcape, he went to Sir RcH 
bert Stuart^ who was then in arms for the king^ 
and died in the fervice. 

This John, who was my grandfather, left two 
fons, Alexander, my father, and a younger fon,. 
likewife named John ; who being a child, but two 
or three years old at his father's death, was invited 
to Scotland by the lady Dumfries, there educated 
by her, and fent to fea : he made feveral voyages 
to and from Barbadocs, then fettled in Scotland, 
where he died fome time after the Reftoration, 

Vol. X. A a leaving,. 
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leaving, bcfide a daughter, one fon ; who, at my 
charges, was bred up a phyfician, and proved fo 
famous in his profeflion, that he was fent by her 
late majcfty queen Anne to cure the king of Por- 
tugal of the venereal difeafc. He had a thoufand 
pounds paid him in hand, before he began his 
journey ; but when he arrived at Lifbon, the Por- 
tugueze council and phyficians difluaded that king 
from trufting his perfon with a foreigner. How- 
ever his majcfty of Portugal Ihcwed him fcveral 
marks of his cfteem, and, at parting, prefented him 
with a very rich jewel, which he ibid afterwards 
for five hundred guineas. He ftaycd there not 
above fix weeks , during which time, he got con- 
fiderable praftice. After living many years in 
London, where he grew very rich, he died No- 
vember 1726, and, as it is believed, without mak- 
ing a will ; which is very probable, becaufe, al- 
though he had no children, he left me no legaq', 
who was his coufin-german, and had been his 
greateft benefactor by the care and expence of his 
education. Upon this matter, I muft add one cir- 
cumftance more, how little fip-nificant foever it mav 
be to others. Mr. Archdeacofi Maurice being at 
London, in order to his journey to France on ac- 
count of his health, wxnt to vilit the do(3:or, and 
put him in mind of me, urging the obligations I 
had laid upon him. The dodtor agreed to fend 
me whatever fum of money the archdeacon ihould 
think reafonable, and deliver it to him on his re- 
turn from his travels ; but unfortunately the doftor 
died two or three days before the archdeacon came 

back. 

Alexander 



Capt. JOHN CREICHTON. 355 

Alexander, my father, was about eighteen years 
old in 1641^ The Irilh rebellion then breaking 
out, he went to captain Gerard Irvin, his relation, 
who was then captain of horfe, and afterwards 
knighted by king Charles the Second. This gentle- 
man, having a party for the king, foon after join- 
ed with Sir Robert Stuart in the county of Done- 
gal ; where, in the courfe of thofe troubles, they 
continued fkirmifhing, fometinies with the Irifh 
rebels, and fometimes with thofe of the Englifh 
parliament, after the rebellion in England began ; 
till at length captain Irvin and one Mr. Stuart were 
taken prifoners, and put in gaol in Derry ; which 
city was kept for the parliament againft the king, 
by Sir Charles Coote, Here my father performed 
a very memorable and gallant a<5lion, in refcuing 
his relation captain Irvin, and Mr. Stuart. I will 
relate this fad: in all Its particulars, not only be- 
caufe it will do fome honour to my father's me- 
mory, but likewife becaul'e, for its boldnefs and 
fuccefs, it feems to me very well to deferve re- 
cording. 

My father having received information, that Sir 
Charles Coote, governor of Derry, had publickly 
declared, that captain Irvin and his companion (hould 
be put to death, within two or three days, com- 
municated this intelligence to (even trufty friends ; 
who all engaged to affift him, with the hazard of 
their lives, in delivering the two gentlemen from the 
danger that threatened them. They all agreed that 
pay father, and three more, at the hour of fix in 
the morning, when the weft-gate ftood open, and 

A a 2 the 
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the draw-bridge was let down for the governor's 
horfes to go out to water, (hoiild ride in, one by one, 
after a manner as if they belonged to the town, and 
there conceal themfelves in a friend's houfe til! 
night ; at which time my father was to acquaint 
captain Irvin and his fellow-prifoner with their dc- 
fign, which was to this purpofe : That, after con- 
certing meafures at the prifon, my father ihould 
repair to a certain place on the city-wall, and 
give inftrudions to the four without, at twelve 
at night : accordingly, next mornings as foon as the 
gate was open, my father, with his three comrades, 
got into the town, and the fame night having fet- 
tled matters with the two gentlemen, that they 
fhould be ready at fix next morning, at which hoitf 
he and his three friends fhould call upon them ; he 
then went to the wall, and direded the four^ who 
were without, that as foon as they ftiotild fee the 
gate open, and the bridge drawn, one 6f them 
fhould walk up to the centry, and fecure him from 
making any noife, by holding a piflol to bis breaft; 
after which, the other three fhould ride up, and fe» 
cure the room where the by-guard lay, to prevent 
them from coming out: moft of the garrifon were 
in their beds, which encouraged my father and his 
friends, and much facilitated the enterprize : there- 
fore, precifely at fix o'clock, when the by-^-guard 
and centry at the weftern-gate were fecured by the 
four without, my father and the other three jrith^ 
in being mounted on horfeback, with one {psie 
horfe, in the habit of town's people, with cudgeb 
in their hands, called at the gaof-door^ on pretence 

to 
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to /peak to captain Irvin, and Mr. Stuart. They 
were both walking in a large room in the gaol, 
with the gaoler, and three foldiers attending them ; 
but thefe not fufpeding the perfons on horfeback 
before the door^ whom they took to be inhabitants 
of the town, my father afked captain Irvin, whe- 
ther he had any commands to a certain place, where 
he pretended to be going ; the captaih made fome 
anfwer^ but faid they Ihould not go before they had 
drank with him ; then giving a piece of money to 
one of the foldiers, to buy a bottle of fack at a 
tavern a good way off, iind pretending likewife 
fome errand for another foldier, fent him alfo out 
of the way. There being now none left to guard 
the prifoners but the gaoler, and the third foldier ; 
captain Irvin leapt over the hatch-door, and as the 
gaoler leapt after, my father knocked him down 
with his cudgel. While this was doing, Mr. Stuart 
tript up the foldier's heels, and immediately leapt * 
over the hatch. They both mounted, Stuart on the 
horfe behind my father, and Irvin on the fpare one, 
and in a few minutes came up with their compa- 
nions at the gate, before the main-guard could ar- 
rive, although it were kept within twenty yards of 
the gaol-door. 

I fhould have obferved, that as foon as captain 
Irvin and his friend got over the hatch, my father 
and his comrades put a couple of broad fwords into 
their hands, which they had concealed under their 
cloaks, and at the fame time drawing their own, 
were all fix determined to force their way againft 
any who offered to obftruCt them in their paflage; 
A a 3 V^ 
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but the difpatch was fo fudden, that they got clear 
out of the gate, before the leaft oppofition could 
be made. They were no fooner gone, than the 
town was alarmed, Coote, the governor, got out 
of his bed, and ran into the ftreets in his fhirt, 
to know what the hubbub meant, and was in a great 
rage at the accident. The adventurers rnet the go- 
vernor's groom, coming back with his matter's 
horfes from watering ; they feized the horfes, and 
got fafe to Sir Robert Stuart's, about four miles off, 
without lofing one drop of blood in this hazardous 
enterprize. 

This gallant perfon (if I may fo prefume to call 
my father) had above twenty children by his wife 
Anne Maxwell, of the family of the earl of Nithf- 
dale, of whom I was the eldeft ; they all died 
young, except myfelf, three other boys, and two 
girls ; who lived to be men and women. My fe- 
cond brother I took care to have educated at Glaf- 
gow, but he was drowned at two-and-twenty years 
old, in a ftorm, on his return to Ireland. The 
other two died captains abroad, in the fervice of 
king William. 

I was bom on the eighth day of May, 1648, at 
Caftle-Fin in the county of Donegal. I made 
fome fmall progrefs in learning at the fchool of Dun- 
gannon; but when I was eighteen years old, I very 
inconliderately married Mrs. Elizabeth Delgamo, 
my fchool-mafter's daughter, by whom I have had 
thirteen children, who all died young, except two 
daughters, married to two brothers James and 
Charles Youngs of the county of Tyrone. 



Capt. JOHN CREICHTON. 359 

Having been fo very young when I married, I 
x>uld think of no other courfe to advance my for- 
une, than by getting into the army. Captain 
rvin, often mentioned already, had a brother who 
vas a phyfician at Edinburgh, to whom he wrote 
n my favour, defiring he would recommend me to 
he marquis of Atholl and others, then at the head 
)f affairs in Scotland; this was in the year 1674. 
There were then but one troop of horfe-guards 
[whereof the marquis was colonel) and one regi- 
nent of foot guards, commanded by the earl of 
LinUthgow, in that kingdom j and they confifted 
rhiefly of gentlemen. 

Dr. Irvin, phyfician to the horfe-guards, ac- 
rordingly prefented me to the marquis of Atholl, 
•equefting that I might be received into his troop. 
His Iprdihip, pretending there was no vacancy, 
Aras, by the dodtor threatened, in a free jelling 
nanner, with a dofe of poifon, inftead of phyfick, 
:he firft time he Ihould want his fkill ; " W^ell, 
' w^eell then,'' quoth the marquis, what is ypqr 
friend's name ? " Deel tak' me,'' anfwered the do£lor, 
•* gin I ken ; whereupon 1 was called in, to write 
Tiy name in the roll. I was then ordered to repair 
:o the troop at Stirling, with diredions to lieutenant- 
colonel Cockburn, the commanding officer, to put 
me into which of the four fquadrons, w^hereof the 
Toops con filled, he thought fit. He thereupon 
placed me in his own, and appointed me my quarters- 
Soon after this, the conventicles growing nu- 
merous in the weft, feveral parties were drawMi out 
:o fupprefs them ; among whom I never failed tp 

A a ^ \sNa5«. 
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make one, in hopes thereby to be taken notice of 
by my commanders ; for I had nothing to recom- 
mend me, except my adlivity, diligence, and 
courage, being a ftranger, and born out of that 
kingdom. 

My firft adion, after having been taken into the 
guards, was, with a dozen gentlemen more, to go 
in queft of Mas David Williamfon, a noted cove- I 
nanter; fmce, made more famous in the book, 
called the Scotch Prelbyterian Eloquence. I had 
been affured that this Williamfon did much fircr 
quent the houfe of my lady Cherrytree, within ten 
miles of Edinburgh ; but when I arrived firft with 
my party about the houfe, the- lady, well knowing 
our errand, put Williamfon to bed to her daughter, 
difguifed in a woman's night-drefs. When the 
troopers went to fearch in the young lady's room, 
her mother pretended that ihe was not well j and 
Williamfon fo managed the matter, that when the 
daughter raifed herfelf a little in the bed, to let the 
troopers fee her, they did not difcover him, and fo 
went off difappointed. But the young lady proved 
with child ; and Williamfon, to take off the fcan- 
dal, married her in fome time after. This Wil- 
liamfon married five or fix wives fiicceflively, and 
was alive in the reign of queen Anne ; at which 
time, I faw him, preaclilng in one of the kirks at 
Jldinburgh. It is faid that king Charles the Second, 
hearing of Williamfon's beliariour in lady Cherry- 
tree's houfe, wifhed to fee the man that difcoveied 
fo much vigour while his troopers were in fearch 
of him : and in a merry way, declared, that when 
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he was in the royal-oak, he could not have kifled 
the bonnieft lafs in Chriftendom. 

Some time after this, Tj|omaa^ Dalziel, general 
of the forces in Scotland, an excellent foldier, who 
had been taken prifoner at the famous battle of Wor* 
cefter, and fent prifoner to the Tower, efcaping 
from thence into Mufcovy, was made general to 
the Czar ; and returning home, after the Reftor- 
ation, was preferred, by the king, to be general 
of the forces in Scotland j in which poft he conti- 
nued till his death, which happened a little before 
the Revolution. This general commanded fifty of 
the foot-guards, with an enfign, to accompany me, 
and to follow ray diredions, in the purluit of a 
notorious rebel, one Adam Stobow, a farmer in 
Fife, near Culrofs. This fellow had gone through 
the Weft, endeavouring to ftir up fedition in the 
people, by his great Ikill in canting and prapng. 
There had been feveral parties fent out after him, 
before I and my men undertook the bufmefs; but 
they could never difcover him. We reached Cul- 
rofs at night, where I direded the enfign and all the 
men to fecure three or four rebels, who were in the 
place, while I, with two or three of the foldiers to 
aflift me, went to Stobow's houfe, about a mile 
and a half from Culrofs, by break of day, for fear 
fome of his friends might give him notice. Before 
I got to the houfe, I obferved a kiln in the way^ 
which I ordered to be fearched, becaufe I found 
there a heap of ftraw in the paflage, up to the kiln- 
pot. There I found Stobow lurking, and carried 
him to Culrofs, although his daughter offered me a 
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hundred dollars to let him go. We returned im- 
mediately to the general at Edinburgh, with Sto- 
bow and the prifoners ^ken by the enfign at Cul- 
rofs. They continued a while in confinement, but 
Stobow, at his trial, found friends enough to fave 
his life, and was only banifhed; yet he returned 
home a year after, and proved as troublefome and 
feditious as ever, till^ at the fight at Bothwell- 
bridge, it was thought he was killed, for he was 
never heard of afterwards. 

During the time I was in the guards, about two 
years after the affair of Mas David Williamfon, at 
the lady Cherrytree's, I was quartered with a party 
at Bathgate, which is a fmall village, twelve miles 
from Edinburgh. One Sunday morning, by break 
of day, I and my comrade, a gallant highland gen- 
tleman, of the name of Grant, went out difguifed 
in grey coats and bonnets, in fearch after fome 
conventicle. We travelled on foot, eight or ten 
miles into the wild mountains, where we fpied 
three fellows on the top of a hill, whom we con- 
jedlured to ftand there as fpies, to give intelligence 
to a conventicle, when any of the king's troopers 
fliould happen to come that way. There they 
flood, with long poles in their hands, till I and my 
friend came pretty near, and then they turned to 
go down the hill : when we obferved this, >ve took 
a little compafs, and came up with them pn the 
other fide ; whereupon they flood flill^ leaning on 
their poles. Then I bounced forward upon one of 
them, and fuddenly fnatching the pole out of his 
hand, afked him why he carried fuch a pole on 

\ the 
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the Lord's-day, and at the fame time knocked him 
down with it. My comrade immediately feized on 
the fecond, and laid him flat by a gripe of his hair ; 
but the third took to hif heels, and rah down the 
hill. However, having left my friend to guard the 
two former, I overtook the laft, and felled him 
likewife; but the place being fteep, the violence 
-with which I ran carried me a good way down 
the hill, before I could recover myfelf after the 
ftroke I had given ; and by the time I could 
get up again to the place where he lay, the rogue 
had got on his feet, and was fumbling for a fide 
piftol, that hung at his belt, under his upper coat j 
which as foon as I obferved, I fetched him to the 
ground a fecond time with the pole, and feized on 
his piftol ; then leading him up to the other two, I 
defired my friend to examine their pockets, and 
fee whether they carried any powder or ball ; but 
we found none. 

We then led our prifoners down the hill, at the 
foot of which there was a bog, and on the other 
fide a man fitting on a rock ; when we advanced 
near him, leaving oui- prifoners in the keeping of 
my friend, I ran up towards the man, who fled 
down on the other fide. As foon as I had reached 
the top of the rock, there appeared a great number 
of people aflfembled in a glen, to hear the preaching 
of Mas John King, as I underftood afterwards ; 
whofe voice was fo loud, that it reached the ears of 
thofe who were at the greateft diftance, which could 
not, I think, be lefs than a quarter of a mile ; they 
all ftanding before him, and the wlwd I^^l^ox^xyw^ 
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the ftrength of his hmgs. When my friend had 
brought the three prifoners to the top of the rock, 
where I waited for him, they all broke loofe, and 
ran down to the conventicle : but my friend ad- 
vancing within about forty yards of that rabble, 
commanded them in his majefty's name to depart 
to their own homes. Whereupon about forty of 
their number, with poles in their hands, drew out 
from the reft, and advanced againft us two, who 
had the courage, or rather the temerity, to fisice (0 
great a company, which could not be fewer than a 
thoufand. As this party of theirs was preparing 
with their long poles to attack me and my friend, 
it happened very luckily, that a fine gelding, lad- 
died and bridled, with a pillion likewife upon him, 
came up near us, in fearch for better grafs ; I caught 
the horfe, and immediately mounted him, which 
the reft of the conventiclers obferving, they broke 
up and followed as faft as they could, fome on 
horfcback, and the reft on foot, to prevent me 
from going off with the horfe ; but I put him to 
the gallop, and fuffering him to choofe his own way 
through the mountain, which was full of bogs and 
hags, got out of reach. My friend kept up with me as 
long as he could, but having run a mile through fuch 
difficult places, he was quite fpent, and the con- 
venticlers hard at his heels ; whereupon he called 
to me for afliftance, and I alighting put him upon 
the horfe, bidding him to make the heft of his way 
to the laird of Poddifhaw's about two miles off. By 
this time we faw twelve covenanters on horfeback^ 
who advanced towaxd^ u% by a (horter cut» and 
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blocked up a gap, through which we were of ne- 
ceffity to pafs. I undertook to clear the gap for 
my friend, and running towards the rogues, with 
my broad fword and piflol, foon forced them to 
open to the right and left : my comrade got through, 
and was purfued a good way ; but he fo laid about 
him, with his broad-fword, that the purfuers, be- 
ing unarmed, durft not feize him* In the mean 
time, I, who was left on foot, kept the covenant* 
ers, who followed me, at a proper diftancej but 
they pelted me with clods, which I fometimes re-* 
turned, 'till at laft, after chafing me above a mile, 
they faw a party of troopers in red, pafling by, at 
fome diftance j and then they gave over their pur- 
fuit, ^ 

The troopers obferving my friend galloping and 
purfued, imagined he was fome fanatic preacher, 
till they came to an old woman on a hill, whom my 
fnend had defired to deny his being gone that way ; 
upon which they went off to their quarters, and he 
got fafe to Poddifhaw's, whither I foon after ar- 
rived. The laird of Poddi(haw had been that day 
at church ; from whence, returning with the laird 
of Pocammock, who lived about a mile off, they 
^ both wondered how the horfe got thither ; for Po- 
cammock was the owner of the horfe, and his lady 
had rode on it that day to the conventicle, with- 
out her hufband's knowledge, having been feduced 
thither by fome fanatic neighbours, for fhe had 
never been at their meetings before. My friend 
and I acquainted the two lairds with the whole ad- 
venture of that day : and after dinner, Pocammock 
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requefted to let him have the horfe home, thereby 
to ftifle any refleftion his lady might bring upon 
him, or herfelf, by going to a conventicle; he 
likewife invited us to dine next day at his houfe, 
where the horfe fhould again be delivered to me, 
as juftly forfeited by the folly of his wife. \Vc 
went accordingly with the laird of Poddifliaw, and 
dined at Pocammock's ; where the horfe was or- 
dered to be led out into the court, in the fame ac- 
coutrements as I found him the day before : but 
obferving the lady in tears, I told her, that if flie 
would give me her promife never to go to a con- 
venticle again, I would beftow her the horfe, and 
conceal what had pafled j flie readily complied, 
and fo the matter was made up. However, the 
laird her hufband affured me, that no horfe in 
Scotland fhould be better paid for; and being a 
leading man in the country, and his lady difcover- 
ing the names of thofe who had been at the con- 
venticle, he fent for them, and perfuaded thera, 
as they valued their quiet, to make up a purfe for 
me and my friend, which they accordingly did ; and 
we both lived plentifully a twelvemonth after, on 
the price of that horfe. 

This adventure, making much noife at Edin- 
burgh, was the occafion of my being fent for up 
thither by the marquis of Atholl my colonel, who 
in a very friendly manner expoftulated with me 
upon my rafhnefs ; as indeed he had too much 
reafon to do ; neither was I able to iliy any thing 
in my own juftification. However, lince what I 
had done difcovered my loyalty for mv prince, my 

zeal 
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zfeal for the church, and my deteftation of all re-* 
bellious principles ; his lordftiip ever after gave me 
many marks of his friendfliip. 

Accordingly, thefe fervdces gave me fo much 
credit with the general, that he promifed to apply 
to the government, in my favour, for fome prefer- 
ment in the army, upon the firft opportunity, which 
happened about a year afterwards. For the fedi- 
tious humours in the Weft ftill increafing, it was 
thought proper, that three independent troops of 
horfe, and as many dragoons, fhould be raifed to 
fupprefs the rebels. Whereupon Mr. Francis Stuart, 
grand fon to the earl of Both well, a private gentle- 
man in the horfe-guards like myfelf, and my inti- 
mate acquaintance, was fent for, in hafte, by the 
general ; becaufe the council of Scotland was then 
writing to the king, that his majefty would pleafe 
to grant commiflions to thofe perfons whofe 
names were to be fent up to London, that very 
night. Mr. Stuart gave me notice of this : where- 
upon, although I was not fent for, I refolved to go 
up with him to Edinburgh, and folicit for myfelf. 
When I arrived there, and attended the general, 
his firft queftion was in a humourous manner, 
'' Wha the deel fent for you up ?" I anfwered. that 
I hoped his excellency would now make good his 
promife, of preferring me, fince fo fair an oppor- 
tunity offered at prefent. On this occafion the ge- 
neral flood my firm friend ; and although the fons 
and brothers of lords and baronets, and other per- 
fons of quality folicited to te made lieutenants and 
cornets in thefe new raifed troops, yet the general. 
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in regard to my fervices, prevailed with the council^ 
that 1 might be appointed lieutenant to Mr, Stuart,- 
who was then made captain of dragoons. 

Soon after this, the archbifliop of St. Andrew's 
was murdered by the laird of Hackfton and Bal- 
four^ aflifted by four poor weavers. Hackfton^ 
before this horrid aftion, was reputed an honcft 
and gallant man ; but his friendlhip for his brother- 
in-law Balfour drew him in to commit this inhu- 
man murder. Balfour, who had been the archbi- 
fhop's chamberlain (for fo in Scotland we call a 
great man's fteward) whether by negligence or 
difhonefty, was fliort in his payments to his lord; 
and the fear of being called to an account was a prin- 
cipal motive to aflaffinate his mafter : however, he 
pretended likewife a great zeal for the kirk, where- 
of he looked upon the arclibifliop as the greateft 
oppreflbn It is certain, that the lower people mor- 
tally hated the archbilhop, on pretence that his 
grace had deferted their communion: and the 
weavers who were accomplices of Balfour, believed 
they did God fcrvice in deftroying an enemy of 
the kirk ; and accordingly all the murderers were 
efteemed and ftyled faints, by that rebellious fac- 
tion. 

After the murder of the archbifhop, feveral par- 
ties in the Weft took up arms, under the leading of 
Robert Hamilton, lecond fon to Sir William Hamil- 
ton, of Prefton, the unworthy fon of a moft worthy 
father; whereupon the council met, and fent for 
Graham, then laird of Clavers, afterwards created 
vifcount Dundee by king James the Seventh. This 

noble 
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uoble perfon was, at that time, captain of one of 
thofe independent troops of horfe, which, as !• 
have already mentioned, were raifed before the 
murder of the archbifhop. The couucil therefore 
ordered him to march with a detachment of one 
hundred and twenty dragoons, and a lieutenant, 
mth his own troop, in purfuit of the rebels. Cla- 
VQTS was obliged not to open his commiffion, until 
he came in fight of them. In his march he took 
Mas John King, one of their principal preachers. 
Glavers carried King along, until he came in fight 
3f the enemy, at Drumclog, eight miles from Ha- 
milton. There the preacher was guarded by a 
iragoon-centry, at a little cabbin, on the top of the 
bill, while Clavers opening his commiffion, found 
bimfelf commanded to fight the rebels, let their 
ttutober be ever fo great, with thofe hundred and 
twenty dragoons. 

But before I proceed to tell the iflue of this af- 
fair, I muft digrefs a little upon the fubjedt of Mas 
fohn King, above-mentioned. When I was in 
:he guards, fome time after I had miffed Wiliiam- 
fon at lady Cherrytree's houfe ; the govenxment 
bearing that this John King was beginning to hold 
lis conventicles not far from Stirling, where the 
Toop of horfe then lay, ordered the commanding 
)fficer there to fend a party out to take him, and 
>ring him up to the council. I was pitched upon, 
vith a fmall detachment, to perform this fer\uce. 
; went to my lord Cadroffe's houfe, to whofe lady 
Cing was chaplain ; there I took him and delivere4 
dm to the council. This preacher had gotten thA^ 
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lady's womafft ^ith child, about fonr or five months 
before, and it is fuppofed, had promifed her mar- 
riage, provided the lady would ftand his friend in hu^ 
prefent diftrcfs ; whereupon fhe was fo fat his friend, 
as to get him bailed, on her enga^ng^ he fliould 
iold no more conventicles : however, he went tc^ 
Ae hills, and there preached the people to arms ; 
and in feveral towns, as Kirkcudbright, Lancrk, 
and Sanquehar in particular, in company with 
Cameron, fet up declarations on the market-croiTc^ 
againft the Idng, whom he excommunicated, with 
all his adherents. Thus he continued till Clavers 
took him at Drumclog, as is above-mentioned^ 
where he got off again, until I took him a third 
time, after the battle of Both well- bridge, which 
Ihall be related in its proper place. 

The rebels at Drumclog were eight or nine thou- 
land ftrong: their leader, as I have faid before, 
was Robert Hamilton, fecond brother to the loyal 
houfe of Prefton, but a profligate, who had fpeot 
all his patrimony. There were likewife among 
them the lairds of Knockgray and Fruah, with 
many ether gentlemen of fortune, whofe names I 
have forgot* Clavers's men, with the addition of 
feme few that came in to him, did. not exceed 
©ne hundred and eighty ; yet, purfuant to his or- 
ders, he was forced to fight the enemy ; but being 
fo vaftly out-numbered, was foon defeated, with 
the lofs of cornet Robert Graham, and about eight 
or ten private troopers. The rebels finding the 
cornet's body, and fuppofing it to be that of Claver^ 
-^©ecaufe the name of Graham was wrought in the 

ihizt- 
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ihiit-necky treated it with the utmoft inhumanity, 
cutting off the nofe, picking out the eyes, and 
fiabbing it through in a hundred places. 

Clavers, in his flight towards Hamilton and 
Glafgow, rode a horfe that trailed his guts for two 
miles, from the place where the engagement hap- 
pened ; but then overtaking his groom with fome 
led-horfes, he mounted one of them, and with the 
remains of his fmall army efcaped to Glafgow. The 
rebels, purfuing as far as Hamilton, advanced that 
evening within a mile of Glafgow, where they en- 
camped all night. As Clavers was marching after 
hb men up the hill, where he had left Mas John 
King under the guard of a dragoon (who ran off 
with the firft that fled) King, in a fneering way, 
defired him to ftay, and take his prifoner with 
him. 

The rebels being thus encamped within a mile of 
Glafgow, Clavers commanded his men in the town to 
ftand to their arms all night ; and having barricadoed 
the four ftreets, to prevent the rebels horfe from 
breaking in, ordered me, at fun-rife, t6 march with 
fix dragoons, and difcover which way the rebels 
intended to come into the town. I muft here ob- 
fcrve, that I, with captain Stuart^s troop of dra- 
goons, and a battalion of the foot-guards, remain- 
ed at Glafgow, while Clavers marched to Drum- 
clog, where he was defeated. But to return; I 
followed the dirediions which were given me, and 
having diicovered the enemy from a little eminence, 
I was ordered by Clavers, who came to me there, 
to watch at a fmall houfe, where the way divided, 
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and fee which of the roads they would take, <5r 
whether they feparated, and each party took a dif- 
ferent way. I flayed until I faw them take two 
different roads ; fome by that from whence I came 
from the town, which was over the Gallowgate- 
bridge, and the reft by the high-church and col- 
lege, which was more than twice as far as the firft 
party had to come, and confequently could not both 
meet at the fame time within the town. This was a 
great advantage to Clavers, and his little army. 
That party of the rebels which took Gallowgate- 
bridge roid, followed me clofe to the heels, as 1 re- 
turned to inform Clavers what courfe they took. 

The broad fbeet was immediately full of them, 
but advancing towards the barricade, before their 
fellows, who followed the other road, could arrive 
to their affiftance, were valiantly received by Cla- 
vers and his men, who firing on them at once, and 
jumping over the carts and cars that compofed the 
barricade, chafed them out of the town ; but were 
quickly forced to return, and receive the other 
party ; which, by that time, was marching down 
by the high-church and college ; but when they 
came within piftol-fhot, were likewife fired upon, 
and driven out of the town. In this adlion many 
of the rebels fell, but the king's party loft not fo 
much as one man. 

The town's-men being too well afFedled to the 
rebels, concealed many of them in their houfes ; 
the reft who efcaped, met and drew up in a field 
behind the high-church, where they ftayed until 

five 
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^live in the afternoon, it being in the month of 
MsLjy and from thence marched in a body to the 
fame place where they were in the morning, about 
a mile oflF the town* Qavers and his men expe<9;- 
ing they w^uld make a fecond attack, and difcover^ 
ing by his fpies whither they were gone, marche4 
after them ; but, upon fight of our forces, the re- 
bels retired with a ftrong rear-guard of horfe to 
Hamilton ; whereupon Clavers returned, and quar- 
tered that night in GlafgoV. 

Next mornirig, the government fent orders to 
Clavers to leave Glafgow, and march to Stirling, 
eighteen miles faither ; and three days after, he 
was commanded to bring up his party to £din^ 
burghs As foon as he quitted Glafgow, the rebels 
returned, and having flayed in that town eight or 
ten days, encamped on Hamilton-moor, within a 
mile of Bothwell-bridge, where it was faid that their 
numbers were increafed to fourteen thoufand ; air- 
though bifliop Burnet, in his Hiftory of his Own 
Times, moft falfly and partially aflRrms, that they 
were not more than four thoufand, or thereabout?. 

The council, finding the rebels daily increafmg 
in their numbers, gave information thereof to the 
king ; whereupon his majefty fent down the duke 
of Monmouth, withacommiflion, to be commander 
in chief, and to take with him four troops of Engr* 
lifti dragoons, which v»rere quartered on the bor-i 
ders: but thefe, with the forces in Scotland, amount- 
ed not to above three thoufand. Upon the duke's 
being made commander in chief, general Dalziel 
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refufed to ferve under him, and remained at his 
lodgings in Edinburgh, till his grace was fuperfeded, 
* which happened about a fortnight after. 

The army was about four miles forward, on the 
road towads Hamilton, when the duke of Mon- 
. mouth came up with his Engliih dragoons, on Sa- 
turday the 2ift of June: from thence the whole 
forces marched to the Kirk of Shots, within four 
miles of the rebels, where they lay that night. The 
next morning he marched the arrofy up an emi- 
nence, oppofite to the main body of the enemy, 
who were encamped on the moor. 

The general officers, the earl of Linlithgow, co- 
lonel of the foot-guards, the earl of Mar, colond 
of a regiment of foot, Clavers, the eari of Hume^ 
and the earl of Airley, all captains of horfe, Ac 
marquis of Montrofe, colonel of the horfe-guank 
(Atholl having been difcarded) Dalhouiie, with 
many other noblemen, and gentlemen volunteers, 
attending the duke together, defired his grate to 
let them know which way he defigned to take to 
come at the enemy ; the duke anfwered, it muft 
be by Bothwell-bridge. Now the bridge lay a fhort 
mile to the right of the king's army, was narrow, 
and guarded with three thoulknd of the rebels, and 
ftrongly barricadoed with great flones; but, al- 
though the officers were defirous to have paflfed the 
river, by eafy fords, diredly between them and the 
rebels, and to march to their main body on the 
moor, before thofe three tlioufand, who guards 
the bridge, could come to aflifl them ; yet the duke 

was 
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Tvas obftinate, and would paf$ no other way than 
tliat of the bridge. 

Purfuaat to this prepofterous and abfurd refolu- 
tion^ he commanded captain Stuart (whpfe lieute- 
nant I was) with his troop of dragoons, and eighty 
xnufqueteers, together with four fmall field-piccea^ 
cinder cover of the dragoons, to beat off the party 
at the bridge : the duke himfelf, with David Lefly 
and Melvill, accompanied us, and ordered the 
&ld-piec:ps to be left at the village of Bothwell, 
within a mulket-fliot of^ the bridge : when the 
duke and his men came near the bridge, the rebels 
beat a parley, and fentover a laird accompanied with 
^ kirk preacher. The duke afking what they 
came for ? was anfwered, " That they would have 
^^ the Urk eftablifhed in the fame manaer as it 
•** flood at the king's reftoration, and that every 
^* fubjed: .fliould be obliged to take the folema 
^* league and covenant." The duke told them, 
their demand could not be granted, but feiK them 
back to tell their party, that if they would lay 
.down their arms, and fubmit to the king's mercy^ 
|ie would intercede Cor their pardon. 

While this parley lafted, the field-pieces were 
brought down, and planted over againft the bridge, 
.without being perceived by the rebels. The mef- 
fengers returned in a fhort time, with this anfwer : 
♦* That .they would not lay down their arms, untij 
•* their conditions were granted them :** wh^reup-* 
on the dragoons and mvifcjueteers fired all at once 
Upon thofe who guarded the bridge, and the fields 
pieces played fo warmly, that fome bu^drcd^ o| 
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the rebels were flain ; the reft flying to the main 
body, on the moor. 

The duke, as foon as he had commanded to fire, 
retired into a hollow, from the enemies fliot, fome 
fay by the perfuafion of Lefly and Melvill^ and 
continued there till the adlion was over. Then 
captain Stuart ordered the mufqueteers to make 
Vvay for the hcrfe to pafs the bridge, by cafting the 
ftones into the river, which had been placed there 
to obftrud the paflTage over it ; but the army could 
not pals in Icfs than five hours ; and then marched 
lip in order of battle towards the enemy, who wait- 
ed for them on the moor, confiding in the great 
funerioritv of their number. Clavers commanded 
the horfc on the right, and captain Stuart the dra* 
goons on the left. The field-pieces were carried 
in the centre of the foot-guards, while the reft of 
tliC officers commanded at the head of their men; 
?nd the duke, after the cncmv was beaten from 
the bridge, rode at the head of the army. 

Upon the firft fire, the rebels horfe turned about, 
and fied upon the right and left ; and although the 
duke ordered his men not to ftir out of their ranks 
to purfue them, yet the army, not regarding his 
commands, followed the fiying rebels, killing be- 
tween {even and eight hundred, and taking fifteen 
hundred prifoncrs. Sir John Bell, provoft of Glaf-^ 
gow, as foon as he faw the rebels fly, rode into the 
town ; from whence, in a few hours, he fent all 
the bread he could find, together with a hogfliead 
of drink to each troop and company in the army, 
out of the cellars of fuch town*s-nicn as were 



Capt. JOHN CREICHTON. 377 

found to be abettors or proteftors of the re-i 
bcls. 

The cruelty and prefumption of that wicked and 
perverfe generation will appear evident from a fingle 
inftance. Thefe rebels had fet up a very large 
gallows in the middle of their camp, and prepared 
a cart-full of new ropes at the foot of it, in order 
to hang up the king's foldiers, whom they already 
looked upon as vanquilhed and at mercy ; and it 
happened, that the purfucrs in the royal army, re- 
turning back with their prifoners, chofe the place 
where the gallows flood, to guard them at, without 
offering to hang one of them, which they juftly de- 
ferved, and had fo much reafon to expect. Tlie 
purfuers were no fooner returned, and the whole 
ia£tion over, than general Dalziel anived at the 
camp from Edinburgh, with a commiffion renewed 
to be commander in chief, which he received that 
very morning by an exprefs. This commander 
having learned how the duke had conduced the 
war, told him publickly, and with great plainncfs, 
that he had betrayed the king j that he heartily 
'wiflied his commiffion had come a day fooner, 
for then, faid he, " thefe rogues fhould never 
*' have troubled his majefty, or the kingdom any* 
*' more. 

Thus the duke was at the fame time fupcrfeded, 
and publickly rebuked, before all the army ; yet his 
grace forgot his dignityfofar,as to fneak among them 
at the town of Bothwell (where the forces encamp- 
ed) until the Saturday following; then all the troops 
inarched back to Glafgow^ from whence^ la two 
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or three days, they were fent to their feveral qvar^ 
ters ; after which th,e duke of Monmouth pafled bj 
Stirling to Fife to vifit the duke of Rothes. 

The fame evening after the rout on the moor, the 
prifoners were fent with a ibrong guard towarids 
Edinburgh. On Saturday morning, when the 
army was to march to Glafgow, I defired the ge- 
neral's leave to go with twelve dragoons, in iearch 
of fome of the rebels, who might probably pa& 
the Clyde, about Dunbarton, to fheltier themfelveB 
in the Highlands. With thefe dragoons, dad io 
grey coats and bonnets, I made hafte down the 
fide of the river ; and about midnight, after tra- 
veling twenty-four miles, I came to a church, and 
while the foldiers flayed to refrefh their hofks iii 
the church-yard, I fpied a country-fellow goiQ| 
by, and afked him in his own dialed ^- Wbithq^ 
** gang ye this time of night?" He anfweredi 
" Wha are ye that fpeers ?" I replied, " Wg are 
*- your ane fo'ke :" Upon this the fellow came up, 
and told me, there viere eighteen friends, with 
horfes, at an old caflle waiting for a boat to pafs 
over into the ifle of Arran. I mounted the man be- 
bind one of the dragoons, and went towards the 
place : but the rebels, not finding a boat, were gone 
off, and the guide difmiffed. There was a great 
dew on the grafs, which directed me and my party 
to follow the track of their horfes, for three or four 
miles, till the dew was gone off; I then enquired 
of a cowrherd on a hill, whether he iaw any of 
our " poor fo'kp" traveling that way ; he anfwer- 
ed, that they had feparat^d on that hill,. and gone 

three 
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three (ieveral ways, fix in a party ; adding, that in 
one party there was " a braw, muckle kerl, with 
^^ a white hat on him, and a great bob of ribbons 
•* on the cock o't/' Whereupon I ient four of 
my dragoons after one party, four more after uxh* 
ether ; and myfelf, with the remsdning four, went 
in purfuit of him with the white hat. As I wait 
forward, I met another cow-herd, who told me 
that the fellow with the hat, and one more (for » 
the rogues advanced farther into the Weft, they ftill 
divided into fmaller parties) were juft gone down 
the hiH, to his mafter's houfe. The goodnnan of 
the houfe returning ft'om putting the horfes to gra& 
in the garden, was going to ihut the door ; where^ 
iqpon myfelf and two of the dragoons commanded 
^m, with our piftols at his breaft, to lead us to 
4ht room where the man lay who wore a white hat* 
We entered the room, and before he awaked, I 
took away his arms, and commanded him to dreis 
immediately : then finding his companion aflecp in 
the bam, I forced him likewife to arife, and mount* 
in|; them both on their own horfes, came at nine 
o'clock in the morning, with my two prifoners, to 
the other dragoons, at the place where we aj^int* 
ed to meet From thence we rode ftraight to Glaf- 
gow, and arrived there about eight in the evening, 
after a journey of fifty miles, fmce we left the army 
at Bothwell the day before. 

This was upon a Sunday, and although we met 
with many hundreds of people on the road, yet 
we travelled on to Glafgow without any oppofition, 
I muft here inform the reader, that although I had 
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once before taken this very man, who wore tic 
white hat, yet I did not know him to be Mas John 
King already mentioned, until I was told fo by the 
man of the houfe where I found him. I likewifc 
forgot to mention, that King, who knew me wdl 
enough, as foon as he was taken in the houfe, en- 
treated me to (hew him fomc favour, becaufc he 
had married a woman of my name ; I anfweredi 
** That is true, but firft you got her with bairn, and 
" (hall therefore now pay for difgracing one of my 
^* name/' 

When we arrived near Glafgow, I fent a dragoon 
to inform the general, that Mas John King was 
coming to kifs his hand ; whereupon his excellency, 
accompanied with all the noblemen and officers, 
advanced as far as the bridge, to welcome me and 
my prifoncr; where it is very obfervable, that 
Graham, laird of Clavers, who came among the 
reft, made not the leaft reproach to Mas John, 
in return of his infolent behaviour when that 
commander fled from Drumclog. Mas John 
was fent to Edinburgh next morning, under a 
guard, and hanged foon after : from hence I went 
to my quarters in Lanerk fixteen miles from Glaf- 
gow ; and about a month after (I hope the reader 
will excufe my weaknefs) I happened to dream that 
I found one Wilfon, a captain among the rebels, at 
Bothwell-bridge, in a bank of wood upon the river 
Clyde. This accident made fo ftrong an impreffion 
on my mind, that as foon as I awoke, I took fix 
and thirty dragoons, and got to the place by break 
of day ; then I caufed fome of them to sdight, and 
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go ihto the wood, and fet him up as hounds do a 
hare, while the reft were ordered to ftand centry 
to prevent his efcape. It feems I dreamt fortu- 
nately, for Wilfon was actually in the wood, with 
• five more of his company, as we afterwards learn- 
ed ; who all feeing me and my party advancing, 
hid themfelves in a little ifland on the river, among 
the broom that grew upon it. Wilfon had not the 
good fortune to efcape ; for, as he was trying to 
•get out of one copfe into another, I met him, and 
guefling by his good cloaths, and by the defcrip- 
tion I had received of him before, that he was the 
man I looked for, I feized and brought him to my 
quarters ; and from thence immediately conveyed 
him to Edinburgh, where he was hanged ; but 
might have preferved his life, if he would have 
condefcended only to fay, " God fave the king.'* 
This he utterly reftifed to do, and thereby loft not 
only his life, but likewife an eftate w6rth twenty- 
nine thoufand marks Scots. 

For this fervice, the duke of Queenfberry, then 
high-commiflioner of Scotland, recommended me 
to the king, who rewarded me with the gift . of 
Wilfon's eftate ; but, although the grant paffed the 
feals, and the fherifF put me in pofleffion, yet I 
could neither fell it nor let it ; nobody daring, for 
fear of the rebels, who had efcaped at Bothwell- 
■ bridge, either to purchafe . or farm it ; by which 
means I never got a penny by the grant ; and at 
the Revolution the land was taken from me and re* 
ftored to Wilfon's heirs. 

Th^ 
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The winter fbUowing, general Dalziel, \ 
bittalion of the eaxl of Linlithgow's guard 
cari of Airlie's troop of horfe» and captain Si 
troop of dragoons^ quartered at Kilmamock, 
Weft» fifty milea from Edinburgh. Here t] 
neral, one day, happening to look on, while 
czerdfing the troop of dragoons, afked me, 
I had done, whether I knew any one of m]p 
who was ikilful in praying well in the ftyl 
tone o£ the covenanters i I immediately tl 
upon one James Gibb, who had been born i 
land, and whom I made a dragoon. This i 
brought to the general, afluring his excel 
that if I had raked hell, I could not find his 
£oT his (kill in mimicking the covenanters. V 
upcm the general gave him five pounds to bu 
a great coat and a bonnet, and commanded 1 
find out the rebels, but to be fure to take c 
himielf among them. The dragoon went 
miles off that very night, and got admittanc 
the houfe of a notorious rebel, pretending he 
from Ireland out of zeal for the caufe, to a 
the fight of BothwelKbridge, and could not f 
opportunity fince, of returning to Ireland 
iafety ; he faid he durft not be feen in the 
time, and therefore, after bewitching the i 
with his gifts of praying, he was conveyed : 
duik of the evening, with a guide, to the ho 
the next adjoining rebel ; and thus, in the 
manner, from one to another, till in a m 
time he got through the principal of them i 
Weft } telling the general, at his return, that v 
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fvcr he came, he made the old wives, in their de- 
rout fits, tear off their biggonets and mutches ; 
be likewife gave the general a lift of their names 
md places of their abodes, and into the bargain, 
brought back a good purfe of money in his pocket* 
rhc general defired to know how he had prayed 
tmong them j he anfwered, that it was his cuftom, 
Q his prayers, to fend the king, the minifters of 
bate, the officers of the army, with all their foldiers, 
nd the epifcopal clergy, all broad-fide to hell; 
>ut particularly the general himfclf. What, iaid 
he general, did you fend me to hell. Sir ? Yea^ 
eplied the dragoon, you at the head of them, a$ 
hdr leader. 

And here I do folemnly aver, upon my veracity 
md knowledge, that bifhop Burnet, in the Hiftory 
>f his Own limes, has, in a moft falfe and fchan^ 
iaious manner, mifreprefented the adion at Both* 
well-bridge, and the behaviour of the epifcqpal 
clergy in Scotland : for, as to the former, I was 
prefent in that engagement, which was performed 
hti the manner I have related ; and as to the latter^ 
having travelled through moft parts of that king- 
dom, particularly the north and weft, I was well 
acquainted with them, and will take it to my death^ 
that the reverie of this charadter, which Burnet 
gives of both, is the truth. And becaufe that 
author \s fo unjuft to the epifcopal clergy, and fo 
partial to the covenanters and their teachers, I do 
affirm, that I have known feveral among the latter 
fort guilty of thofe very vices wherewith this bifhop 
brands the epifcopal clergy. Among many others, 
4 ' I will 
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I will produce one inftance, rather to divert the 
reader than from any obloquy. One of thofe eight 
fanatic teachers who were permitted, at the Rc- 
ftoration, to keep their livings, came to Sir John 
Carmichaers houfe, within a mile of Lanerk, where 
I was then upon a vifit to Sir John. We drank 
hard till it was late, and all the company retired, 
except Sir John and myfelf. The teacher would 
needs give us prayers, but fell afleep before he had 
half done ; whereupon Sir John and I, fetting a 
bottle and glafs at his nofe, left him upon his knees. 
The poor man fneaked off early the next morning, 
being, in all appearance, afhamed of his hypo- 
crify. 

To return from this digreffion. The general 
icnt out feveral parties, and me with a party among 
the reft ; where, during the winter, and the fol- 
lowing ipring, I fecured many of thofe whofc 
names and abodes the canting dragoon had given 
a lift of. 

In July following, the general, by order of the 
council, commanded me to go, with a detachment 
of thirty horfe and fifty dragoons, in purfuit of 
about one hundred and fifty rebels, who had efcaped 
at Bothwell-bridgc, and ever fmce kept together in 
a body, up and down in Galloway. I followed 
them for five or fix days, from one place to an- 
other; after w^hich, on the 2 2d of July, they 
ftaved for me at Airs-mofs, fituate in the (hire of 
Air, near the town of Cumlock. The mofs is four 
miles long from eaft to weft, and two broad. The 
rebels drew up at the eaft end, and confiftcrd of 

thirty 
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thirty horfe and one hundred and twenty foot. I 
faced them upon a rifing ground with my thirty 
hoffc and fifty dragoons. The reafon why the re- 
bels chofe this place to fight on, rather than a plain 
field, was for fear their horfe might defert the foot, 
as they did on Hamilton-moor, near Bothwell- 
bridge ; and likewife, that in cafe they loft the day, 
they might fave themfelves by retreating into the 
mofs. 

I placed myfelf on the left, as judging, that the 
bed officer the rebels had would command on the 
right. The adion began about five in the after- 
noon, but lafted not long ; for I ordered my men 
firft to receive the enemy's fire, then to ride down 
the hill upon them, and ufe their broad-fwords : 
they did fo, and before the enemy had time to draw 
theirs, cut many of them down in an inftant ; 
whereupon they wheeled about, and captain Fowler, 
%vho commanded the rebels on the right, being 
then in the rear, advancing up to me, I gave him 
fuch a blow over the head with my broad-fword, 
as w^ould have cleaved his fkull, had it not been 
defended by a fteel-cap. Fowler turning about, 
aimed a blow at me, but I warded it off, and with 
a back ftroke cut the upper part of his head clean off, 
from the nofe upwards. 

By this time, the rebels leaving their horfes, fled 
to the mofs ; but the royalifts purfuing them, 
killed about fixty, and took fourteen prifoners. 
Here Cameron, the famous covenanter, loft his life ; 
and Haxton was taken prifoner, infamous for im- 
bruing his hands in the blood of the archbiftiop of 
Vol. X- C c St 
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St. Andrews, as I have already mentioned; for 
which parricide, both his hands were afterwards 
cut off, and he was hanged at Edinburgh. 

But this vidtory coft me very dear ; for being 
then in the rear, I rode into the mofs after the 
rebels, where I overtook a dozen of them hacking 
and hewing one of my men, whofe horfe was 
bogged ; his name was Elliot, a ftout foldier ; and 
one of Clavers's troop. He had received feveral 
wounds, and was at the point of being killed when 
I came to his relief. I fliot one of the rogues dead 
with my carbine, which obliged the reft to let the 
poor man and his horfe creep out of the hole, 
but at the fame time drew all their fury upon my- 
felf ; for Elliot made a fliift to crawl out of the 
mofs, leading his horfe in his hand, but was wholly 
difabled from affifting his deliverer, and was not 
regarded by his enemies, who probably thought he 
was mortally wounded, or indeed rather that they 
had no time to mind him ; for I laid about me fo 
faft, that they judged it beft to keep off, and not 
to venture wdthin my reach ; till it Ui^fortunately 
happened, that my horfe flipped in the fame hole 
cut of w^hich Elliot and his had juft got. When 
they had me at this advantage, they began to fliew 
their courage, and manfully dealt their blows with 
their broad- fwords, from fome of which, the car- 
bine that hung down my back defended me a litrie. 
As I was paddling in the hole, the horfe not able 
to get out, one of the rebels ran me through the 
fmall of the back with his broad-fword, and at the 
fame inftant, two mpre wounded me under the ribs 

with 
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fellow, when he miffed his aim, almoft fell on hi5 
face ; for the fword ran up to the hilt in the mofs ; 
and as he was recovering himfelf, I gave him a dab 
in the mouth with my broken fwdrd, which very 
much hurt him ; but he aiming a fecond thnifti 
which I had likewilc the good fortune to put by, 
and having as before given him another dab in the 
mouth, he immediately went off, for fear of the 
purfuers, whereof many were now returning. 

In this diftrefs I made a fliift, with much diffi- 
culty and pain, to get upon my feet, but my right 
leg being difablcd by the wound I received from 
the broad-fword, I was forced to limp by the help 
of the carbine, which I made ufe of as a ftaff. I had 
loft my horfe ; for one of the rogues, when I had 
quitted him in the hole, led him away through 
the mofs. I recovered him about a year after froin 
the man to whom the rebel had fold him ; and the 
faid rebel, when he was at the gallows, confeffed 
himfelf to be the fame man who took away the 
horfe at Airs-mofs. 

There was a Laticafhirc gentleman, one Mr. 
Parker, who came a volunteer to Airs-mofs, with 
intent, as he expreffed himfelf, to fee the fport 
This gentleman, riding on my right-hand at the 
time when we received the enemy's fire in the be- 
ginning of the adion, was (hot with a blunderbufs 
under the left fhoulder ; the wound was fo large 
that a man might thruft his fift into it : yet when 
I defired him to fall back, and take care of his 
wound, he anfwered me, that he would firft have 
his pennyworth out of the rogues j and accordingly 

followed 
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followed us on horfeback into the mofs, as far as 

■ the horfe could go without bogging. But, by that 
time, his wound fo grievoully pained him, with 

/ fome other cuts he got in the purfuit, that he was 
forced to alight and fit on a dry fpot of ground 
which he found in the mofs, from whence he faw aU 
that happened to me without being able to come to 

=. my aflillance, any more than Elliot ; who, having 
gotten to a rifing ground, faw likewife all that had 

. pafTcd. However Mr. Parker, as I came limping 
towards him, could not forbear laughing, and faid, 
** What a plague, have you got your bones well 
^ paid too ?" Then both of us made a fliift to g€t 
up to Elliot on the rifing ground. 

The trumpeter being by this time returned, with 
fome others, from the purfuit, was ordered to 
found a call, which brought all the reft back, with 
the fourteen prifoners and Haxton among the reft, 
who was that day commander in chief among the 
rebels. Of the king's party but two were killed, 
Mr. Andrew Kerr, a gentleman of Clavers's own 
troop, and one M*Kabe,a dragoon in captain Stuart "s 
troop, where I was lieutenant. The wounded 
were about eight or nine, befide Parker and Elliot. 
Elliot died the next day : he^Kerr, and M*Kabe, ' 
were honourably buried, by Mr. Brown ; a gentle- 
man who lived hard by, to whofe houfe their bodies 
were carried after the fight at the mofs. An Eng- 
lifli lady, living about eight miles off,, took care of 
Mr. Parker, but he died at her houfe a year after, 
. of his wounds, very much lamented on account of 

}iis loyaltv and valcur. 

Cc 3 When 
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When the fight was over, night coming on, I 
ordered all my men, except twelve dragoons, 
whom I kept to attend myfelf, to march with the 
prifoners, and thofe who were wounded, to Douglas, 
fourteen miles oflf, and to carry along with them 
Cameron's head. In the mean time, I and my 
party of dragoons went, that night, fixteeri 
long miles to Lanerk, where the general and all 
the foot quartered ; as well to acquaint him with 
what had been done, as to have my own wounds 
taken care of. I f?nt one of my dragoons before me 
with my mefTage : whereupon the general himfelf, 
although it were after midnight, accompanied with 
the earls of Linlithgow, Mar, Rofs, Hume, and 
the lord Dalhoufie, came out to meet me at the 
gate: Dalhoufie forced me to lodge" in his own 
chamber, to which I was accordingly carried by 
two of my dragoons. After my wounds had been 
drefled in the prefence of this noble company, who 
ftood round about me, being very thirfty through 
the lofs of blood, I drank the king's health, and 
the company's J in a large glafs of wine and water; 
and then was laid in Dalhoufie's own bed. 

Next day the general leaving Lanerk, with the 
forces under his command, ordered a troop of horfe 
and another of dragoons to attend me, till I fhould 
be able to travel up to Edinburgh for the bett^ 
conveniency of phyficians and furgeons. My 
wounds did not confine me to my bed ; and in a 
month's time I went to Edinburgh on horfeback by 
eafy ftages, where I continued till Candlemas fd- 
. lowing, lingering of the wound I had received by the 

broad? 
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)rcad-fword. My furgeon was the fon of the fame 
Dr. Irvin who firfl got me into the guards ; but hav- 
ng unfortunately negleded to tie a firing to the tent 
>f green cloth, which he ufed for the wound, the tent 
lipped into my body, wlicre it lay under my navel 
even months and five days, and exceedingly pain«d 
ne, not fuffcring me to fleep otherwife than by 
aking foporiferous pills. When the tent was firft 
niffing, neither the furgeon nor any body elfe ever 
magined that it was lodged in my body, but fup- 
>ofed it to have flipped out ofnhe wound while I 
lept, and carried away by fome rat, or other vermin : 
he tent lying thus in my body, made it impoffible 
hat the wound could heal : wherefore, after linger- 
ng feven months, by the advice of a gentlewoman 
n the neighbourhood, I got leave to go for Ireland 
with my furgeon, and there try whether my native 
lir would ccKitribute any thing to my cure. 

However infignificant this relation may be to the 
generality of readers, yet I cannot omit a lucky 
iccident to which I owe my cure. While I con- 
inued at Edinburgh, I ordered fome pipes of lead 
:o be made in a mold, through which the thin cor- 
•uption, which continually iffued out of the wound 
:aufed by the tent remaining in my body, might be 
:onveyed as through a foffet. Thefe pipes I cut 
liorter by degrees, in proporrion as I imagined the 
ivound was healing at the bottom ; till at laft, by 
miftaking the true caufe, the tent continuing ftill 
w^here it did, the pipes became too fliort for the 
ufe intended J wherefore, when I was , in Ireland, I 
DOtade a coarfc pipe myfclf, which was long enough: 

C c 4 this 
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this pipe, after the wound was waflied with brandy, 
always remained in my body till the next dreffing; 
but being made without art, and fomewhat jagged 
at the end, it happened one morning, when the 
pipe was drawn out as ufual, in order to have the 
wound walhed, the tent followed, to the great fur- 
prize of my father, who, at that time, was going 
to drefs the wound; my furgeon being then at 
Caftle-Irvin, where I had left him with his brother 
Dr. Irvin, at Sir Gerard Irvin's houfe ; the fame 
gentleman who was delivered out of Derry gaol by 
my father, as 1 have related in the beginning of 
thefe memoirs. 

The night before the tent was drawn out of my 
body, having not flept a wink, I thought myfelf in 
the morning fomewhat fcverifh, and therefore de- 
fired my father to fend for Dr. Lindfey, to let me 
bloodo In the mean time, flumbering a little, I 
dreamed that the covenanters were coming to cut 
my throat ; under this apprehenfion I awaked, and 
found my neighbour captain Saunderfon in my 
chamber, who was come to vifit me. I then called 
for my father to drefs my wound ; when the tent 
followed the pipe, as I have already faid, to my 
great joy, for then I knew I fhould fooir be well. 
I therefore ordered my horfe to be got ready, and 
rode out with captain Saunderfon and my fatherf 
to meet Dr. Luidfey, who hearing the joyfiil news, 
carried us to a gentleman's houfe, where we drank 
very heartily : then I returned home and flept al- 
inoft four-and-twenty hours. Two days after, Dd 
Ti >'j.n aricj his brother, the furgepii, came to mj 

%tlierX 
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ther's houfe, where the Doftor being informed 
I the circumftances of my cure, fcverely chid his 
•other for his negleft, fwearing he had a mind to 
lOot him, and that, if I had died, my blood 
ould have been charged on his head. He then 
•dered me a remedy, which would heal up the 
ound in twenty days. This fell out in the bcgin- 
ing of May ; at which time taking leave of my 
ther and other friends in Ireland, I returned to 
dinburgh, where, before the end of that month, 
ly wound was perfedly healed up; but I was 
ever afterwards fo able to bear fatigues as I had 
itherto been. 

The duke of York was arrived at Edinburgh the 
lichaelmas before, where the general, from the 
me he left Lanerk in July, continued with the 
uards ; the reft of the forces quartered up and 
own in other places. The general, after my 
rrival, coming every day to fee me, in his way, 
5 he went to the duke's court, did me the honour 
) mention me and my feryices to his royal high- 
efs, who was defirous to fee me j I was admitted 
) kifs his hand, and ordered to fit down, in regard 
> my honourable wounds, which would not fuffer 
le to ftand, without great pain* I cannot con- 
eal this mark of favour and diftin£tion, {hewn 
le by a great prince, although I am very fenfible 
: will be imputed to vanity. I muft remember 
ikewiie, that upon my return to Edinburgh, hap- 
icning to overtake the general in the ftreet, and 
;ently touching him, his excellency turning in a 
Teat furprize, cripd out, ^' O God, man, are you 

i' living r 
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*' living ?*' I anfwered that I was, and hoped to do 
the king and his excellency farther fervice. 

After I had continued a month with my friends I 
in Edinburgh, who all congratulated with me upon 
my recovery, I repaired to the troop at Lanerk, 
where I often ranged with a party through the 
Weft, to find out the ftraggling remains of the 
covenanting rebels ; but for fome time witliout 
fuccefs, till a week before Chriftmas, after the duke 
of York fucceeded to the crown, and a year and 
half after I was cured. Having drank hard one 
night, I dreamed that I had found captain David 
Steele, a notorious rebel, in one of the five farm- 
ers houfes on a mountain in the fhire of Clydel- 
dale, and parifh of Lifmahego, within eight miles 
of Hamilton, a place that 1 was well acquainted 
with* This man was head of the rebels, fince the 
aflfair of Airs-mofs ; having fucceeded to Haxton, 
who had been there taken, and afterwards hanged^ 
as the reader has already heard : for, as to Robert 
Hamilton, who was their commander in chief at 
Both well-bridge, he appeared no more among 
them, but fled, as it was believed, to Holland. 

Steele, and his father before him, held a farm in 
the eftate of Hamilton, within two or three miles 
of that town. When he betook himfelf to arms, 
the farm lay wafte, and the duke could find no 
other perfon, who would venture to take it; 
whereupon his grace fent feveral meflengers to 
titeele, to know the reafon why he kept the farm 
V/afte. The duke received no other anfwer, than 
that he would keep it wafte, in fpite of him and the 

king 
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king too : whereupon his grace, at whofe table I 
had always the honour to be a welcome gueft, de- 
fired I would ufe my endeavours to deftroy that 
rogue, and I would oblige him for ever. 

I muft here take leave to inform the reader, that 
the duke of Hamilton's friendlhip for me was 
founded upon the many fervices he knew I had 
done the publick, as well as upon the relation I 
bore to Sir Gerard Irvin ; the perfon whom, of all 
the world, his grace moft loved and efteemed, ever 
fmce the time they had ferved in arms together for 
the king, in the Highlands, with my lord Glen- 
cairn and Sir Arthur Forbes (father to the prefent 
earl of Granard), after the king's defeat at Wor- 
cefter, during the time of the ufurpation. 

To return therefore to my ftory j when I awaked 
out of my dream, as I had done before in the af- 
fair of Wilfon (and I defire the fame apology I made 
in the introdudlion to thefe memoirs may ferve for 
both) I prefcntly rofe, and ordered thirty-fix dra- 
goons to be at the place appointed by break of day. 
When we arrived there, I fent a party to each of 
the five farmers houfes. This villain Steele had 
murdered above forty of the king's fubjefts in cold 
blood ; and as I was informed, had often laid fnares 
to entrap me ; but it happened, that although he 
ufually kept a gang to attend him, yet at this 
time he had none, when he flood in the greatefl 
need. One of my party found him in one of the 
farmers houfes, juft as I happened to dream. The 
dragoons, firft, fearched all the rooms below with- 
out fuccefs, till two of them hearing fomebody 

ilirring 
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ftirring over their heads, went up a pair of turn 
pike ftairs. Steele had put on his cloaths, while 
the fearch was making below : the chamber where 
he lay was called the chamber of Deefe, which is 
the name given to a room where the laird lies 
when he comes to a tenant's houfe. Steele, fud- 
denly opening the door, fired a blunderbufs down 
at the two dragoons, as they were coming up the 
ftairs ; but the bullets, grazing againft the fide of 
the turnpike, only wounded and did not kill them. 
Then Steele violently threw himfelf down the ftairs 
among them, and made towards the door to fave 
his life, but loft it upon the fpot ; for the dragoons 
who guarded the houfe difpatched him with their 
broad-fwords. I was not with the party w^hen he 
was killed, being at that time employed in fearch- 
ing at one of the other four houfes, but I foon 
found what had happened, by hearing the noifc of 
the ftiot made with the blunderbufs : from hen^e I 
returned ftrait to Lanerk, and immediately fent 
pne of the dragoohs exprefs to general Drummon4 
at Edinburgh. 

Qeneral Dalziel died about Michaelmas this year, 
and was fucceeded by lieutenant general Drum- 
mond, who was likewife my very good friend. 

But I cannot here let pafs the death of fo brave 
and loyal a commander, as general Dalziel, with- 
out giving the reader fome account of him, as far 
as my knowledge, or enquiry could reach. 

Thomas Dalziel, among many other officers, 
was taken prifoner at the unfortunate defeat at Wor-» 
cefter, and fent to the Tower ; from whence, I know 

not 
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not by what means, he made his efcape, and went 
to Mufcovy ; where the Czar then reigning made 
him his general : but feme time after the reftoratiorl 
of the royal family, he gave up his commiffion, and 
repairing to king Charles the Second, was, in con- 
fideration of his eminent fervices, conftituted com- 
mander in chief of his majefty's forces in Scotland ; 
in which poil he continued till his death, excepting 
only one fortnight, when he was fuperfeded by the 
duke of Monmouth, fome days before the adlion at 
Bothwell-bridge, as I have already related. He 
was bred up very hardy from his youth, both in 
diet and clothing. He never wore boots, nor 
above one coat, which was clofe to his body, with 
clofe fleeves, like thofe we call jockey-coats. He 
never wore a peruke ; nor did he fhave his beard 
fmce the murder of king Charles the Firft. In my 
time^ his head was bjtld, which he covered only 
with a beaver-hat, the brim of which was not above 
three inches broad. His beard was white and 
bufhy, and yet reached down almoft to his girdle* 
He ufually went to London once or twice in a 
year, and then only to kifs the king's hand, who 
had a great efteem for his worth and valour. His 
unufual drefs and figure, when he was in London, 
never failed to draw after him a great crowd of 
boys, and other young people, who conftantly at- 
tended at his lodgings, and followed him with 
huzzas, as he went to court, or returned from it* 
As he was a man of humour, he would always 
thank them for their civilities, when he left them 
at the door, to go into the king ; and would let 

them 
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them know exadly at what hour he intended to 
come out again, and return to his lodgings. When 
the king walked in the park, attended by fome of 
his^ courtiers, and Dalziel in hiscon^pany, the fame 
crowds would always be after him, fhewing their 
^miration at his beard and drefs, fo that the king 
could hardly pafs on for the crowd ; upon which 
his majefty bid the devil take Dalziel, for bringing 
fuch a rabble of boys together, to have their guts 
fqueezed out, while they gaped at his long beard 
and antic habit ; requefting him, at the fame time 
(as Dalziel ufed to exprefs it), to fhave and drefs 
like other Chriftians, to keep the poor bairns out of 
danger. All this could never prevail on him to 
part with his beard, but yet, in compliance to his 
majefly, he went once to court in the very height 
of the fafhion ; but as foon as the king and thofc 
about him had laughed fufficiently at the ftrange 
figure he made, he re-affumed his ufual habit, to 
the great joy of the boys, who had not difcovered 
him in his fafliionable drefs. 

When the duke of York fucceeded to the crown, 
general Dalziel was refolved ftill to retain his loyal- 
ty, although, at the fame time, he often told his 
friends, that all things were going wrong at court ; 
but death came very feafonably, to refcue him from 
the difficulties he was likely to be under, between 
the notions he had of duty to his prince on one 
fide, and true zeal for his religion oh the other. 

I muft now refume a little my difcourfe upon 

captain Steele. Some time before the adiion in 

which he was killed, general Drummond, who was 

6 then 
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then newly made commander in chief, fent for me 
in hafte, to attend him in Edinburgh : my way lay 
through a very ftrong pafs, hard by Airs-mofs, and 
within a mile of Cumlock : as I was going through 
Cumlock, a friend there told me, that Steele, with 
a party, waited for me at the pafs. I had with me 
only one dragoon and a drummer : I ordered the 
latter to gallop on ftrait to the pafs, and w^hen he 
got thither, to beat a dragoon march, while I with 
the dragoon fhould ride along the bye-path, on 
the edge of the mofs. When Steele and his men 
heard the drum, they fcoured crofs the by-path 
into the mofs, apprehending that a ftrong party was 
coming in fearch of them : but either I or the dra- 
goon (I forgot which) {hot one of the rebels dead^ 
as he crofled us to get into the mofs. To put an 
end to this bufinefs of Steele. When the dragoon, 
whom I fent exprefs, had delivered his meffage to 
general Drummond, he was juft fetting out for his 
country-houfe at Dumblain ; but returned to his 
lodgings, and wrote mc a letter, that he would 
fend for me up after the holy-days, and recom- 
mend me to the government, to reward me for my 
fervices. He faithfully kept his word, but I re- 
ceived nothing more than promifes. 

Steele was buried in the church-yard of Lifma- 
hego, by fome of his friends ; who, after the re- 
volution, ereded a fair monument, on pillars, over 
his grave, and caufed an epitaph to be engraved 
on the ftone, in words to this efied : 

Here 
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Here lieth the body of captain David Steele, a 
faint, who was murdered by John Creichton. 
[with the date underneath.'] 

Some of my friends burlefqued this epitaph, in 
the following manner : 

Here lies the body of faint Steele, 
Murdered by John Creichton, that de'cl., 

Duke Hamilton^ in queen Anne's time, inform- 
ed me of this honour done to that infamous rebel : 
and when I had faid to his grace, that I wiflied he 
had ordered his foot-men to demolifti the monu- 
ment, the duke anfwered, he would not have done 
fo for five hundred pounds, becaufe it would be an 
honour to me as long as it lafted. 

The laft fummer, about the end of May, if I 
remember right (and I defire to be excufcd for not 
always relating things in the order when they hap- 
pened) the marquis of Argyle, after having efcaped 
out of the caftle of Edinburgh, into Holland, re- 
turned to invade Scotland, to fupport the duke of 
Monmouth's pretenfions to the crown, as was ge- 
nerally believed. He landed in his own country, 
in the Highlands, with a party of Dutch, and fome 
Scottifh gentlemen, who had fled for treafon^ 
among whom Sir John Cochran was of the greateft 
note : whereupon the government ordered the mar- 
quis of Atholl, and Mn Owen Cameron, laird of 
Lochiel, to raife their clans, and march with their 
party againft Argyle. They did fo, and, in the 
evening, pitched their camp clofe by him. Here 

in 
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in the liight, Cameron, patioling with a party, 
met another of his own men, and talking them for 
enemies, becaufe they had loft the word in their 
cups, killed eight or nine j among whom two or 
three happened to be perfons of note ; the friends 
of thofe who were killed, refolving, if poffible, to 
to have him hanged, he was obliged to ride poft to 
the king. He went to his majefty in the drefs in 
which he had travelled ; and the king, being al- 
ready informed how the accident happened, in- 
ftead of fuffering him to tell his ftory, commanded 
him to draw his broad-fword, intending to knight 
him therewith : but Cameron could not draW it, 
becaufe the fcabbard had got wet on the way. The 
king, obferying the confufion he was in, faid, he 
knew the reafon' that kept the fword in the fheath ; 
adding that he never failed to draw it, in .the fer- 
vice of his father, his brother, and himfelf j where- 
upon he was knighted with another fword, with 
the title of Sir Owen Cameron. He returned to 
Edinburgh, and from thence went as a volunteer, 
to ferve in the ftanding army, which was then 
moving towards the coaft of Galloway, to prevent 
Argylc from landing. For, upon the oppofition he 
found from the marquis of Atholl, and his men, 
with their affiftance in the Highlands, he Clipped 
his forces, and failed round to the Weft, hoping 
to land there. But the army moving along the 
coaft, always in fight of him, compelled him to 
return the way he came, until he landed in his own 
country again. From thence, after gathering what 
fupplies of men he could, he marched, and en- 
VoL. X. I) d camj^ed 
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c imped in the evening, within two or three miles 
of Glafgow. But the king's army, having fent out 
fcoiits to difcover what w^ay he took, encamped 
over againft him the fame evening, on an eminence; 
there being a bog between both armies. 

The king's forces confifted of the earl oF Linlith- 
gow's regiment of foot-guards, the earl of Mar's of 
foot, Clavers's of horfe, Dunmore's of diragoons, 
Buchan^sof foot, and Lcvingflon's of horfe-guards^ 
with fome gentlemen of qualit}'-, volunteers; among 
whom the earl of Dunbarton was of the greateft 
note. 

Here the two armies lay in fight of each other; 
but, before morning, Argyle was gone, his High- 
landers having deferted him ; and then the king's 
army went to rcfrefh tliemfelves at Gkifgow, wait- 
ing till it could be known which way Argyle had 
fled. It was foon underftood that he had croffed 
the Clyde, at Kilpatrick ; and that Sir John Co* 
chran lay with a party, in a ftone-dyke park, about 
ten miles off. The lord Rofs was therefore dif- 
patched, with a party of horfe, and captain Cle- 
land, who was now my captain* (my friend Stuart 
being dead) with another of chragoons, to find them 
out : when they came up to the park^ where Sir 
John Cochran lay with his Dntch, they fired at one 
another, and fome of the king's foldicrs fell^ among 
whom captain Cleland was one ; whereupon the 
troop was given to Sir Adam Blair (who was Hce* 
wife wounded rn that rafh engagement} although^ 
upon duke Harnilton's application to the king, I 
had been promifcd to fucceed Clehod* But Sir 
5 Adam^ 
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Adatti, and fecretary Melford, being brothers-iti^ 
law, that intereft prevailed. 

I muft defire the reader's pardoD) for fo frequent- 
ly interfperfmg my own private affairs with thofe o^ 
the publick ; but what I chiefly propofed, was to 
write my own memoirs^ and not a hiftory of the 
times, farther than I was concerned in them. 

Night coming on, the king*s party withdrew^ 
leaving Sir John Cochran in the park ; who, not- 
withltanding this little fuccefs, delired his followers 
to (hift for themfelves, and left them before morn-* 
ing. Argyle next evening was found alone, a mile 
above Greenock, at the water-fide, endeavouring 
to get into a little boat^ and grappling with the 
owner thereof, a poor weaver. It feems he want-^ 
ed prefence of mind, to engage the mart with a 
piece of money, to fet him on the other fide. In 
the mean time. Sir John Shaw, riding with fome 
gentlemen to Greenock, and feeing the ftrugglcj 
feized the earl, and carried him to Glafgow, from 
whence he was fent with a ftrong guard to Edin- 
burgh) and fome time after beheaded. 

The next day, the army marched towards the 
borders, againft the duke of Monmouth; but an 
exprefs arriving of his defeat, the troops were com- 
manded to repair to their feveral quarters. 

I fliall here pccafionally relate an unfortunate ac^ 
ddent, which happened this fummer in Scotland. 

M*Donnel, laird of Cappagh in the Highlands, 

within eight miles of Inverlochy, was unjuftly pof- 

feflcd, as moft men believed, for many years, of 

an eftate, which in right belonged to the laird of 

D d 2 Mackintofh. 
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Mackintofti. Both thefe gentlemen were well af- 
fcded to the king. The laird of Cappagh, after 
Ibwing-time was over, had gone that fummer, as 
it was his cuftom, to make merry with his clans, 
on the mountains, till the time of harveft fhouW 
call him home. But in his abfence, Mackintolh, 
and his clansj aflifted with a party of the army, by 
order of the government, poffcfled himfelf of Cap* 
pagh's eftate ; whereupon M'Donnel, and his clans, 
returning from the mountains, fet upon the enemy, 
killed feveral gentlemen among them, and took 
Mackintofh himfelf prifoner. M*Donnel had given 
ftri£t orders to his men, not to kill any of the ar- 
my. But captain M*Kenzie, who commanded on 
the other fide, making a (hot at one of M'DonnelV 
men, who was purfuing his adverfary, the man, 
difcharging his piftol at the captain, fhot him in 
the knee, who, after having been carried fifty 
miles, to Invernefs, to a furgeon, died of his 
wound. 

Soon after, the government ordered me to de- 
tach fixty dragoons, with a lieutenant, cornet, and 
ftandard, and to march with captain Streighton^ 
and two hundred of the foot-guards, againft the 
M'Donnels ; to deftroy man, woman, and child, 
pertaining to the laird of Cappagh, and to bum 
his houfes and corn* Upon the approach of our 
party, M'Donnel, laird of Cappagh, difmiffing hi» 
prifoners, retired farther into the mountains; 
whereupon we who were fent againfl him conti* 
nucd to deftroy all the houfes and com, from the 
time of Lammafs to the tenth of September : and 

thea 
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hen W€ advanced towards the borders, to join the 
Scotch army, which at that time was marching to- 
^'ards England, againft the prince of Orange, who 
hen intended an invafion. We arrived there the 
irft of Odobcr, after a march of two hundred miles. 

General Drummond being then dead, James 
Oouglas, brother to the duke of Queenfberry, fuc- 
:eeded him as commander in chief: and Graham 
aird of Clavers (about this time created lord Dun- 
iee) was major general. On the firft of October 
lie army pafled the Tweed, and drew up on the 
)anks, on the Englifh fide ; where the general gave 
I ftridt charge to the officers, that they fhould keep 
iieir men from offering the lead injury in their 
narch ; adding, that if he heard any of the Eng- 
ifh complain, the officers fhould anfwer for the 
aults of their men ; and fo they arrived at Carlifle 
:hat night. 

Next day, general Douglas, by order from the* 
ring, marched the foot, by Chefler, towards Lon- 
Ion ; and Dundee the horfe, by York : at which 
:tty he arrived in four or five days. The army did 
lot reach London till about the five and twentieth 
)f Odlober, being ordered, by the contrivance of 
Douglas the general, to march flow, on purpofe 
hat the prince bf Orange might land, before the 
dng's forces fhould grow flrong enough to oppofe 
lim. 

The Scotch army, at this time, confifted of four 
•egiments of foot, one of horfe, one of dragoons, 
)ne troop of horfe-guards ; and it was computed, 
hat the earl of Feyerfhamy who was then general 

D d 3 of 
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of all the king's forces, had under his commaivd^ 
of Englifh, Scotch, and Irifh, an army of near 
thirty thoufand rnen. Soon after the prince's land- 
ing, the king went to Salifbury, with a guard of 
two hundred horfe, commanded by the old earl of 
Airlie, two days before the body of the army came 
up to him. The earl of Airlie, when he was lord 
Ogleby, had attended the great marquis of Mon- 
trofe in all his adkions, for king Charles the Firft 
and Second. But, at this time, being old, it was 
reported that he was dead, before the Scotch forces 
went into England, to oppofe the prince of Orange j 
whereupon the king believing the report, had given 
his troop in Dundee's regiment to the eaxl of An- 
nandale. But the earl having overtaken the army 
at Cambridge, in their march, went on to London^ 
and there prefenting himfelf before the king, his 
majefty was fo juft and gracious th^t he imme* 
diately reftored his lord (hip to the troop, ordering 
hini at the fame time to command thofc tw^o hun- 
dred men who attended him down to Salifbury.' 

When all the forces were arrived at Salifbury^ 
the earl of Dunmore with his regiment of dra- 
goons (wherein I ferved) was ordered to a pafs 
three miles below the city, where I commanded the 
guard that night. 

The fame morning that the army arrived, the 
great men about the king, as the lord Churchill, ^c^ 
to the number of thirty, advifed his majefty to take 
the air on horfebackt intending, as the earl of 
Punmpre was informed, to give up their mailer 
1^0 th(^ prince : but the king, probably fufjpe&ing 
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the defign, returned in hafte to the city. Next 
night, at a council of war, called to confult what 
was fitteft to be done in the prefent jun£hire of 
affairs^ the very fame great men fwore to (land 
by his majeftj with their lives and fortunes ; and 
as foon as he was gone to reft, mounting on horfe- 
back, they all went over to the prince, except the 
carl of Feverfliam, Dunbarton, and a very few 
more : for the earl of Dunbarton going to his ma- 
jefty, for orders, at four of the clock in the morn- 
ing, found they were all departed. 

Thofe few who ftayed with the king advifed his 
majcfty to return immediately to London ; and the 
lord Dundee was ordered to bring up the Scotch 
borfe and dragoons, with the duke of Berwick's 
regiment of horfe, to Reading ; where he joined 
Dunbarton with his forces, and continued there 
nine or te^ days. They were, in all, about ten 
thoufand ftrong. General Douglas, with his regi- 
ment of foot-guards, pafling by Reading, lay at 
Maidenhead j from whence one of his battalions 
revolted to the prince, under the condud only of 
a corporal, whofe name was Kemp. However, 
Douglas aflured the king, that this defeftion hap* 
pened againil his will ; and yet, when the officers 
were ready to fire upon the deferters, his com- 
panion was fuch, that he would not permit them. 

After this, the earl of Dunbarton, and the lord 
Dundee, with all the oiBcers who adhered to the 
king, wer€ ordered to meet his majefty at Ux- 
bridge, where he defigned to fight the prince ; the 
carl of Fcverlharo got thither before the king and 
D d 4 the 
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the army arrived. When the forces drew toge- 
ther, every party fent an officer to the earl of Fe-^ 
verfham, to receive his commands. I attended his 
lordfliip from my lord Dundee, and was ordered, 
with the reft, to wait till the king came to dinner, 
his majefty being expedked within half an hour ; 
but it fell out otherwife : for the earl, to his great 
furprife, received a letter from the king, fignify- 
ing, that his majefty was gone off, and had no 
farther fervice for the army. When I carried this 
news to my lord Dundee, neither his lordlhip, nor 
the lords Linlithgow and Dunmore, could forbear 
falling into tears : after which, being at a lofs what 
courfe to take, I faid to my lord Dundee, that as 
he had brought us out of Scotland, he fhould con<p 
vey us thither back again in a body ; adding, that 
the forces might lie that night at Watford, fix miles 
off: my advice was followed, and I w^nt before to 
get billets, wher« to quarter the men. My lord 
Dundee ordered all to be ready at found of trumr 
pet, and to unbridle their horfes no longer than 
while they were eating their oats. The townfmen 
contrived to give out a report, before day, that 
the prince of Orange was approaching, hoping to 
affright us away with a falfe alarm : whereupon 
we marched out, but at the fame time drew up 
in a ftrong enclofure, at the town's end : refolving 
to fight the prince if he fhould advance towards us. 
My lord Dundee difpatched me immediately, to 
difcover whether the report of the prince's ap-f 
proach were tiue ; but I only met a meffpnger with 
a letter from his highnefs, to my lord Dundee^ 

which 
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which I received and delivered to his lordfhip. The 
contents of it, as far as I am able to recoiled, were 
as follov/ : 

" My Lord Dundee, 

" I underftand you are now at Watford, and 
that you keep your men together ; I defire you 
may flay there till farther orders, and, upon 
my honour, none in my army {hall touch you. 

'' W. H. Prince of Orange/* 

Upon the receipt of this letter, our forces re- 
turned into the town, fet up their horfes, and re- 
frefhed themfelves. About three in the afternoon, 
there came intelligence, that the king would be at 
Whitehall that night, having returned from Fever- 
iham, whither he had fled in difguife, and was ill 
treated by the rabble before they difcovered him. 
Upon this incident, the lords Dundee, Dunmore^ 
Linlithgow, and myfelf, who defined leave to go 
with my colonel, took horfe ; and, arriving at 
Whitehall a little after the king, had the honour to 
kifs his majefty's hand. 

The next morning, the earl of Feverfham was 
fent by the king, with fome propofals to the prince 
of Orange, who was then at Windfor; where his 
lordfhip was put in arreft by the prince's com- 
mand, who fent the marquis of Halifax, the carl o£ 
Shrewlbury, and the lord Delamere (if I right- 
ly remember) to the king, with his highnefs's or- 
der that his majefty (hould remove from White- 
hall, next day, before twelve o'clock. This order 

W|18 
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was given about one in the morning : at the fame 
time, a barge was brought to Whitehall, and a 
Dutch guard fet about the king, without his know- 
ledge, but with dirteftions to fee him fafe, if he had 
a mind to go on board any fhip, in order to his 
efcape. A fhip, it feems, was Hkewife prepared, 
and his majefty, attended by the lords Dunmore, 
Arran and Middleton, went on board ; and then 
the three lords returned to London. The prince 
arrived at St. James's about two hours after his 
majefty's departure : and the earl of Arran went, 
among the reft, to attend his highnefs : to whom 
'being introduced, he told the prince, that the king, 
his mafter, had commanded him, upon hift de- 
parture, to wait upon his highnefs, and receive his 
commands. The prince replied, he was glad to 
fee him, and had an efteem for him and all men of 
honour. Then turning afide to fome other per- 
fons, who were making their court; Dr. Burnet, 
foon after made bifhop of Salifbury, who had been 
the earl of Arran's governor, coming up to his 
lordiliip, cried, " Ay, my lord Arran, you are 
" now come in, and think to make a merit when 
" the work is done." To this infult the earl, in 
the hearing of many, replied only, " Come, doc- 
" tor, we ken ane another weel enough." And 
the earl's own father told the prince, that if this 
young fellow were not fecured, he would, perhaps 
give his highnefs fome trouble. Whereupon this 
noble young lord was fent to the tower, where he 
continued about a year, and then returned to Scot- 
land : and foon after, the young lord Foybes, now 

carl 
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carl Granard, was likewife imprifoned in the fame 
place. King William had made feveral advances 
to his lordfliip, as he did to many other perfons of 
quality, to engage him in his fervice ; and fending 
for him one day, alked him, why he did not take care 
of his regiment ? My lord Forbes, not being pro- 
vided on a fudden with a better anfwer, told the. 
king, that having been born in Ireland, he had not 
credit enough, he believed, to raife men to fill up 
the places of the papifts in his regiment. King 
William thereupon faid, he would take that charge 
upon himfelf. Lord Forbes, having now recol- 
leded himfelf, faid, he had likewife another rea-» 
fon why he found it neceffary to decline his fer-» 
vice, but was unwilling to mention it, not having 
the leaft intention to difoblig^ his highnefs. The 
prince defired that he might do it freely, and it fhould 
not difoblige him ; whereupon my lord faid, that 
having fworn to retain his loyalty to king James, 
he could not,, in honour and confcience, without 
his mailer's -permiffion, enter into the fervice of 
another prince, during his majefty's life. Where- 
upon king William, foon after, thought it proper 
to fend him to the Tower ; but however, was fo 
generous, as in the time of his confinement, to 
fend one of the clerks of the treafury with an order 
to pay him two hundred pounds, as very reafon- 
^bly thinking, that under the lofs of his regiment, 
as well as his rents in Ireland, he might want mo- 
ney to fupport himfelf* My lord Forbes having 
aiked the clerk, by whofe direction he brought that 
^um? And the oth^r anfwering, that he was only 

ordered 



4ia MEMOIRS OF 

ordered to pay the money to his lordfhip, and to 
take his receipt, conjeftured this prefent to have 
proceeded from king William ; and therefore de- 
fired the clerk to prefent his moft humble refpeds 
and thanks to his highnefs, and to let him know, 
that as he had never done him any fervice, he 
could not, in honour, receive any marks of his 
bounty. 

Upon this fubjedt I muft add one more particu- 
lar, that when my lord Forbes arrived v«rith his 
regiment out of Ireland, and attended on king 
James, he advifed his majefty to fight the prince 
upon the firft opportunity after his landing, before 
his party fhould grow ftrong : but thofe about the 
king, who had already engaged in the other in- 
tcreft, would not fuffer that advice to be fol- 
lowed. 

I now return to my lord Dundee, and my lord 
Dunmore. Their lordfliips aded no longer as co- 
lonels, when they underftood that the prince in- 
tended to place himfelf on the throne during his 
majefty's life : but the firft, with the twenty-four 
troopers, who followed him up from Watford, left 
London, and repaired, with the utmoft expedition, 
to his own caftle ; and the fecond, fome time after, 
to Edinburgh, lying both quiet until the conven- 
tion of the ftates of Scotland was called. 

After their lordfliips were gone to Scotland, I 
went to Watford, where my lord Kilfyth, as lieute- 
nant colonel, commanded the lord Diinmore's re- 
giment of dragoons ; the reft of the army, which 
had Veen there, being gone to other places. Thea 

major-^ 
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major-general M'Coy ordered the lord Kilfyth to 
inarch the regiment from place to place, until they 
ihould come to Congerton, a town in Chefliirc 
Here they quartered, when the prince and princefs 
of Orange were proclaimed king and queen of 
England, Ssfr. by the fherifF and three or four bai- 
liffs. It happened to be a very ftormy day; jind 
when the fherifr had done his office, a crack- 
brained fellow, %t the head of a great rabble, pro- 
claimed the duke of Monmouth king, to the great 
diverfion of the regiment-, not believing he had 
been beheaded. 

When my k)f d Dundee refufed to ferve the prince 
of Orange, Sir Thomas Levingfton, of my lord 
Kilfyth's family, got the regiment. This gentle- 
man was bom in Holland, and often ufed to raife 
recruits in Scotland ; upon which account, he was 
well known to the regiment. He came down poft 
to Congerton, at fupper, told the officers, that he 
was fent to know, which of them would ferve king 
William, and which would not ? Now the oath c£ 
allegiance to that prince having not been offered to 
that regiment, one of the company anfwered, that 
we, having fwom allegiance to king James, could 
not, in confcience and honour, draw our fwords 
againfl him ; whereupon Sir Thomas, drinking an 
health to king James upon his knees, anfwered, 
that he wifhed he might be damned, whenever he 
Ihould command them to break that oath. And, 
in order to ingratiate himfelf farther with the regi- 
ment, added, that he would return to London next 
day, for a command to march them flrait to Scot- 
laud, 



414 MtMOiRS Ot? 

land, where their wives and friends were ; ahd 
likewife to procure a captain's commiflion for me^ 
fince Sir Adam Blair, who commanded the troop 
in which I was lieutenant, had refufed to ferve 
king William ; both which he accordingly ob- 
tained. 

When he returned from London, he marched 
with the regiment diredly through Berwick into 
Scotland ; and as they pafled by Edinburgh (th^ 
caftle whereof was kept for king James by the duke 
of Gordon) Sir Thomas and my lord Kilfyth went 
into the town, to receive duke Hamilton's com- 
mand, who was then high commiffioner ; and fome 
other officers went in at the fame time, to fee their 
wives and friends. 

The duke afked Sir Thomas^ where I was? 
And, being informed that I was gone to Stirling 
defired I might be fent for. Upon my attending 
his grace, he was pleafed to fay, that he had been 
always my friend ; and that he now had it in his 
power to provide for me, if I would be true to my 
truft (for he fuppofed I had taken the oath to king 
William), and upon my anfwer, that I would be 
true to what I had fworn, the duke replied, it was 
Very well. 

Upon this occafion, and before I proceed far- 
ther, I think it will be proper to make fome apology 
for my/ future condud ; becaufe I am confcious, 
that many people, who are in another intereft, may 
be apt to think and fpeak hardly of mc : but I de- 
fire they would pleafe to confider, that the Revo- 
lutioa was then an event altogether new, and had 

put 
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put many men much wifer than myfelf at a lofs 
how to proceed. I had taken the oath of alle- 
giance to king James ; and having been bred up 
in the ftridieft principles of loyalty, could not force 
my confcience to difpenfe with that oath, during 
his majefly's life. AH thofe perfons of quality in 
Scotland to whom I had been moft obliged, and 
on whom I chiefly depended, did ftill adhere to 
that prince. Thofe people whom, from my youth, 
I had been taught to abhor ; whom, by the com- 
mands of my fuperiors, I had conftantly treated as 
rebels ; and who confequently conceived an irre- 
concileable animofity againft me ; were, upon this 
great change, the higheft in favour and employ- 
ments' And laftly, the cftablilhed religion in Scot- 
land, which was epifcopal, under which I had been 
educated, and to which I had always borne the high- 
eft veneration, was utteriy deftroyed in that king- 
dom (although preferved in the other two) and the 
prelbyterian kirk, which bad ever been my greateft 
averfion, exalted in its ftead. 

Upon all thefe confiderations, I hope every can- 
did reader will be fo juft to believe, that fuppofing 
me in an error, I a£ted at leaft fmcerely, and ac- 
cording to the didates of my confcience ; and as it 
is manifeft, without any worldly view : for, I had 
then confiderable offers made me, and in all proba- 
bility fhould have been greatly advanced, if I coukl 
have perfuadcd myfelf to accept them. 

Having faid thus much to excufe my conduA 
from that time forward, I {bail now proceed to re-^ 

late 
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kte fads and paflages juft as they happened ; and 
avoid, as much as poflible, giving any offence. 

My lord Dunmore being then at Edinburgh, I 
thought it my duty to pay lAj refpeds to his lord-^ 
fhip, who had been alfo my coloneL He was 
pleafed to invite me to dine with him that day at a 
tavern ; where he faid lieutenant-general Douglas 
(who had left England, a little before, on fome 
pretence or other) the lord Kilfyth, and captain 
Murray (all his ain lads, as his lordfhip exprefled 
kimfelf ) were to meet hinu I obje&ed againft 
Douglas, that he was not to be trufted ; this was 
the fame man, who afterwards was lieutenant-ge- 
neral of king William*s army in Ireland, againft 
king James ; and whofc name will never be for- 
got in that kingdom, on account of his many ra* 
vages and barbarities committed there; but his 
lordfhip anfwered, that he would pawn his life for 
his honefty ; becaufe my lord Dundee had allured 
him, that the lieutenant-general had given him his 
faith and honour, to be with him in five days, if 
he marched to the hills to declare for king James. 
Whereupon I fubmitted my fcruples to my colo- 
nel's judgment ; and accordingly we all met toge- 
ther at the tavern. 

Dinner was no fooner done, than we heard the 
news that king James was landed in Ireland : then 
Douglas taking a beer glafs, and looking round 
him, faid. Gentlemen, we have all eat of his bread, 
and here is his health ; which he drank off, on his 
knees ; and all the company did the fame : then 
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filling another bumper, he drank damnation to all 
^wdio would ever draw a fword againft him. 

I then returned to Stirling, and foon after, the 
ftates of Scotland met. To this convention my 
lord Dundee went incognito; left the rabble, who- 
had threatened his perlbn, fhould afTauk him in* 
the ftreets. He made a fpeech to the houfe, to the 
following purpofe: " That he came thither as a 
*' peer of the realm to ferve his majefty ; and that^ 
" if the king had no fervice for him, he hoped 
*' that honourable affembly would protect him as 
** a peaceable fubjedt from the rage of his ene- 
" mies. 

Upon receiving an anfwer from the ftates, that- 
they could not poffibly do it, he flipped out of the 
houfe, and privately withdrew from the town ; fol- 
lowed by the twenty-four troopers, who had at- 
tended him thither : and, as he rode by the caftle, 
feeing the duke of Gordon, who commanded it, . 
walking on the walls, he charged his grace, to keep 
the place for king James, till he fhould hear far- 
ther from him ; who was then going, he faid, to 
appear in the field for his majefty. 

His lordftiip had no fooner left the town, than . 
one major Bunting, with a party by order from the 
convention, followed, with diredions to feizc him ; 
whereupon my lord Duyidee, commanding his at- 
tendants to march on gently, ftopped to fpeak with 
the major ; and underftanding his errand, advifed 
him to return, or he would fend him back to his 
mafters in a pair of blankets, as he exprefled him- 
felf. The major (who perhaps was no enemy to 
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J:hs lordfliip) returned aooordinglj, and my Itti! 
arrived at his caftle, where he ftayed only thil 
lught : for in the mornings taking four thouiand 
pounds wiib him, be went into the Highlands, to 
Sir Owen CarRcro& } where he w» iboar joinfid by 
the laird of Cappagh^ who, foroe time befc»re, had 
been driven out of hia eftate by order of Idag Jame^ 
(as I have akeady relateii) and by flMny other gen- 
tlemen of quaHty.^ 

Major general M*€oy,. eomkig t6 E&bvgh at 
this jun&ure^ was ordered to march die forces, 
which he brought with him, aganft my lord Dun^ 
dee. Thefe forces confided of three or four regi- 
iHents of foot, and one of horfe ; befide Sir Thomas 
Levingfton's of dragoons. Theyftopped, in their 
march, a night or two at Dundee. The firll nighty 
I got privately into the caftfe (as it had been agreed 
between my lord Kilfyth and roe) and there alTured 
my lady Dundee, that the regiment of dragoons, 
in which i fervedy ihould be at her lord's fervicc, 
whenever he pleafed to coiftmand; whereof her 
ladyfhxp ga^e notice next day to her hufband ; who 
fent me a note, by a ragged Highfander, which I 
received as we were on our nuurb from the towu^ 
of Dundee towards the Highlandi^ The contents 
of my lord's note wercy ^ That he had writtoi to 
^ the king, to fend him tw« thouA^d feM, and 
* one thouiatnd horfc our of Ireknd ; and that as 
^ foon as thofe forees were an^ed,* he would ex- 
*^ pod me with a regiment of dragoons.''* 

When major general M^Coy came witfaSb fighf 
of my lord Dundee^ night commg on, obliged hk« 

to 
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(0 halr^ which gave opportunity to his lordfhip to 
tctreat in the morning ; but M^Coy followed him 
all day; whereupon; fating abbut^ my lord ad^ 
vanced towards himj which caufed the major ge- 
neral to retreat in his tiira; Thus t^e fpent about 
three weeks, fometimes purfuingj and fometimes 
purfued j our leader^ M*Coyj ftill writing every 
|)oft{ for new fupplie^j till at laft^ one regiment of 
dragoon!}, and another of foot, eame to his afUft- 
ance on the 5th bf June 1689. When this rein-* 
forcemeht came, he got intelligence of my lord Kil- 
fyth's inteHtibn and mine^ of going oyer with the 
re^ment to my lord Dundee. 

All people igteed^that lieutenant-general Dougla^^ 
who had made fo many folemn profeilions of his 
loyalty to king James, and whofe health he had 
drank oh his knees, w^ the very perfon who had 
given this intelligence to M^Coy ; bec^ufe he alone 
knew what had pafled at the tavehi^ where we 
dined ; and beCaiife^ inftead of going i^ith iDUndee, 
as he had promifed him upon his faith and honour, 
he had rid poft fbr LondbUi 

From this period, my troubles began } for I was 
tfien fent up to Edinburgh, and there imprifoned 
in the tolbooth, together with my lord Kilfyth, 
capt^dn Levingfton, captain Murray, and lieutenant 
Murray } each of us in a feparate dungeon ; with 
Orders that none {hould be permitted to fpeak with 
us, except thi^ough the key-hole: and in this rnife* 
rable condition we lay for two months. 

My lord Kilfyth's fiiends were under great ap- 
prehenfioiA diat l%ould betray his lordfhip. But 
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my lord did mcthe juftice to aflure them, that I would 
fufTer the worft extremity rather than be guilty of 
fo infamous an aftion ; which, he faid, they fhould 
find, upon any temptation that might offer. When 
we had been clofe confined in our dungeons for two 
months, we were brought before the council, one 
by one, to be examined, concerning our know- 
ledge of my lord Kilfyth's intention to carry off 
the regiment. Levingfton and the two Murrays, 
having not been privy to that dcfign, were able to 
difcover nothing to his lordihip*8 prejudice ; and 
were likewife gentlemen of too much honour, to 
purchafe their liberty with a lie: whereupon they 
were remanded back to their feveral dungeons. It 
was my turn to be next examined ; and I was 
ftrongly fufpcfted j but notwithftanding my liberty 
was promifed me if I would difcover all I knew of 
the matter, the lord advocate at the fame time alfo 
urging I muft have certainly been privy to it ; I po- 
fitively denied any knowledge of that affair, adding^ 
that I believed my lord Kilfyth had never entertain- 
ed fuch a defign ; or, if he bad, that it was altoge- 
ther improbable his lordfhip (hould impart it to me, 
a poor ftranget* born in Ireland^ and yet keep it a^ 
fecret from gentlemen of the kingdom, in whom he 
might much better confide.^ This I ftill repeated,, 
and flood to with great firmnefs, even after I faw 
the hangman, with the torturing boots (landing at 
my back: whereupon I was likewife returned tO' 
my dungeon. 

The council, although they could force no con- 
feflion from me, or my companions,, that might 

affeft 
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afFea; my lord Kilfyth, on whofe icftatc their hearts 
were much fet, yet rcfolved to make a facrifice of 
feme one among us. But, the other gentlemen 
feeing of their own kindred and country, and I * 
ftranger, as well as much hated for profecuting the 
covenanters (who, by the change of the times, mea- 
fures,and opinions, were now grown into high favour 
with the government, as I have before mentioned) 
the lot fell on me, and they gave out a report that I 
ihould be hanged within a few days. But, a gentle- 
man then in town, one Mr* Buchannan, who held a 
fecret correfpondence with my lord Dundee, fent his 
lordfhip intelligence of this thdr refolution concern- 
ing me. 

That lord was then at the caftle of Blair of 
AthoII ; and having notice of the danger I was in, 
wrote a letter to duke Hamilton, prelident of the 
council, defiring his grace to inform the board, 
*' That if they hanged captain Creichton, or (to 
*' ufe his own homely exprefiion) they touched an 
** hair of his tail, he woiild cut the laird of Blair, 
** and the laird of Pollock, joint by joint, and would 
" fend their limbs in hampers to the council." 

Thefe two gentlemen having been taken prifon- 
crs at St, Johnftown, by my lord Dundee, were ftili 
kept in confinement. Whereupon the duke, though 
it was night, called the council, which met immer 
diately, fuppofing that the bulinefs, which prefled 
{0 much, might relate to fome exprefs from court. 
But when the clerk read my lord Dundee's letter, 
they appeared in great confufion : whereupon the 
duke faid, ** I fear we dare not touch an hair of 
^ Creichton j" for ye all know Dundee too well, 
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to doubt whether he wiU be pun^al to his word ; 
and the two gentlemen in Jiis hands are too nearly 
allied to fome heiC| that their fiyes ihould be enr 
dangered on this occUtfton. What his grace faid 
was very true : for, if I remember ri^t, (he laird 
of Blair had married a daughter of a former duke 
of Hamilton. The ifTue of the matter was, that 
under this perplexity, they all crie4 out, ^^ Let the 
^* fellow Uvc a while longer,*' 

Not Ipng after this, happened, the battle ci 
Gillicranky, near the caftle of Blair of Atholl; 
where the forces und^ the lord Dundee, confift- 
ing of no moce than ferenteen hundred foot (all 
Highlanders, except three hundred fcnt -him from 
Ireland, under the command of colonel Cannon, 
when he expe^ed three thouff^id, as I have men- 
tioned) and fortyrfive horfe, routed an army of 
five thoufand men, with major general MK3oy at 
their head ; took fifteen hundred prifoners, and 
Jcilled a great number, among whom colonel Bal- 
four was one. M'Coy efcaped, and fled that night 
twenty-five miles end- ways, to the caftle of Drum- 
mond. 

But my lord Dundee did. not live to fee himfelf 
yidprious : for, as he was wheeling about a. rock, 
over (he enemy's heads, and making down the brae 
to attack them (they making a running fire) he was 
killed by a random fhot, at the beginning of the 
fidion : yet his men difcovered not his fall, till they 
had obtJuned the vidory. The next day, though 
vidorious, they fuffered their prifoners to depart^ 
on parole, that they would never take up arms 
^ againft 
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againft king James; colonel Ferguflbn only except- 
ed, on account of his more than ordinary zeal for 
die new eftabliihment. 

King William^ having heard of thi^ defeat, faid, 
^ He knew the lord Dundee fo well, that he mufl; 
** have been either killed or mortafly wounded ; 
^ ocherwife, befoft that time, he would have been 
« mafter of Edinbui^h/' 

I now defire leave to return to my own affairs. 
About four mondf$ after my examination, i wais 
advlfed, in plain words, by die dukes of Hamiltph 
and Qucenlbeny, who were then going up to Lon- 
don, that I ihould bribe Melvi!, then fccretary of 
Scotland ; * with whom their graces likewife would 
ufe their intereft, to get an order from king William 
for my liberty. But I was fo far from having mo- 
ney to bribe a courtier of the fecretary's rank, that 
i had tardly enough to fupport myfel£ Where- 
upon my noble friend, the lord Kilfyth, who 
thought himielf indebted to my fidelity for his life 
and fortune, was fo extremely generous, as to make 
me a pre&nt of five h^ndred pounds, which I im- 
mediately fent to Melvil ; who, thereupon, joining 
his intereft with the good offices of the two dukes 
before-mentioned, prevailed with king William to 
fend down an order j upon the receipt of which,. I 
was to be fet at liberty by the council. But they 
would not obey it ; allcginjg that the king was 
mifinformed : and out of the abundance of their 
zeal, wrote to him, that, if captain Creichton fhould 
obuin his liberty, he would ijiurder all Scotland in 
one night. 

Ee4 This 
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Thus my hope and liberty vanifhed ; for king 
William foon after going to Flanders, and not 
thinking it prudent to difcredit the reprefentation 
which the council had made of me, as fo very dan- 
gerous a perfon, left me in the tolbocth ; though 
the two dukes, out of their great friendlhip (which 
I (houldbe mod ungrateful ever to forget) had both 
offered to anfwer body for body, for my peaceable 
demeanour. But notwithflanding , ail this, king 
William, for the reafon before mentioned, left me 
prifoner in the tolbooth, as I faid ; where I conti- 
nued two years and a half longer, wiihout one 
penny of money; though not without many friends, 
whofe charity and geucrofity fupported me under 
this heavy affliction. 

My wife and two boys, with as many daughtersi 
Hvere in town all the time of my confinement. The 
boys died young, but the mother and the two girls 
lived to endure many hardfhips ; having been twice 
plundered by the rabble, of the little fubftance they 
had left ; however, they and myfelf were flill pro- 
videntially relieved by feme friend or other; ami 
particularly once by the lady Carnwath (mother 
of the prefent earl) who, when we had not one 
penny left to buy bread, fent us up a fack of meal, 
jind a bafket of fowl, fixty miles from Edin- 
burgh. 

My fellow-prifoners and I, after the time of our 
examination by the council, were allowed, for four 
or five hours every day, to converfe with each 
other, and with our friends: and when we had 
been three years in the tolbooth, my companions 
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being related to the beft families in the kiQgdQin» 
were at laft permitted, on bail, to lodge in the city^ 
v^ith a centry at each of their doors. But I was not 
allowed the fame favour, till two mondis after; 
when duke Hamilton, flill my friend, with mudi 
difficulty and ftrong application to the council, ob- 
tained it for me : and when the order was at lafi: 
granted, I was at a great lofs to find fuch a perfon 
for my bail whom the council would approve of; 
till the laird of Pettencrife, a gentleman whom I 
had never feen before, fent up his name (without 
any application from me) to the clerk, and was ac- 
cordingly accepted. 

I had not been two months difcharged out of the 
tolbooth, and removed to a private lod^ng in the 
town, with a centry upon me, when the govern- 
ment, upon ibme pretence or other, filled the caftle 
with a great number of perfons of quality ; among 
whom were the lords Kilfyth, Hume, and feveral 
others ; and the tolbooth again, with as many of 
inferior note as it could hold. 

In a week after I had been permitted to live in 
the city with my family, 1 found the centry had 
orders to keep me clofe, without allowing me to 
ilir from my lodgings upon any pretence what- 
foever : but when another regiment came to reliev^ 
that which was before upon duty, I bribed him 
who had been my keeper, at his going off, that he 
fhould tell the firil who came in his place, that his 
orders were to " walk with me to any part of the 
^' town I pleafed.'* This was accordingly done, anc* 
thenceforward I ufcd to take my centry along with 
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mCy aad vUit my old fellAw-prifoners, the Giili« 
crankymen^ and fometimes ftay with them all night { 
at other times^ my friends would do the fame at 
my lodgings ; among whom the lord William 
Douglas often did me that honour: nay, fome- 
times^ in company of fome gentlemen, I would 
leave the centry drinldng with the footmen in an 
ale-houfe, at the back of the town-wall, while we 
rambled nine or ten miles in the country, to vifit 
fome acquaintance or other ; ftill taking care to re- 
turn before two in the afternoon, which was the 
hour of parade, to fave the centry from danger. 

Thus I fpent above two months, till the day the 
government had filled the caftle and the tolbooth 
again, as I have mentioned already. As foon as I 
was told of my lord Kilfyth's imprifonment, I 
knew the danger I was in, and had juft time to run 
)^ith the centry to a cellar, where I found twelve 
officers got together for ihelter likewife from the 
ftorm, a little, before me. We flayed there clofe 
till night, and then difpatched my centry, with 
captain Mair's footman, to the lady Lockhart's 
(who was married to the captain) four miles out of 
town, to let her know, that her husband would be 
at home that night, with twelve other cavaliers 
(for fo in thofe days we afieded to ftyle ourfelves) 
to avoid being imprifoned in the tolbooth. 

When the meflfage was (ielivered, the lady ordered 
three or four of her fervants, to take the centry up 
four pair of flairs, and to ply him well with drink. 
Accordingly they kept him drunk for twelve days 
and nights together, fo that he neither law me, 

nor 
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nor I him^ in all that time. Two days after we 
came to lady Lockhart's, I determined, againft 
her and her friends advice, to return privately 
to Edinburgh, to difcourfe with the laird of Pitten- ' 
crife, my bail : refolving at all adventures, that fo 
generous a perfon fhould not be a fufferer on my • 
account. I accordingly repaired, in the night, to 
the fame ale-houfe, at the back of the town-wall, 
and thence fent the footman, who attended me, to 
bring the laird thither. He prefently came, with 
two other gentlemen jn his company; and after 
drinking together for half an hour, he bid me " go 
^* whither I pleafed, and God's blefling along with 
^' me ;'* whereupon^ thrufting me out at the door 
in a friendly manner, be added, that he would 
pay the hundred pounds, he was bound in, to the 
council, next morning, if demanded of him ; which 
they accordingly did, and the money was paid. 

I then returned to the company at my lady Lock- 
hart's, and thence wrote to the two dukes before* 
mentioned fpr their advice, what courfe to take ? 
Their anfwcr was, " That, in regard to my poor 
*' family, I ihould make my efcape to my own 
?' country, and their fet potatoes, till I faw better 
^' times." At the end of twelve days,* captain Mair 
and his eleven friends got over leas to St. Germains; 
when I likewife took my leave of them and the 
lady, to make the beft of my way for Ireland. But 
I bethought me of the poor centry (to whom the 
twelve days we ftayed there feemcd no longer than 
two or three, fo well was he plied with drink), 
and calling for him, afked whether he would choofe 
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to ihare with me and my fortuties, or go back to 
the regiment^ perhaps to be fiiot for negled of his 
duty ? He readily anfwered^ that he would go with 
me whither ever I went ; and not long after we 
came into Ireland, I had the good luck to get him 
made a ferjeant of grenadiers, in the regiment for- 
merly commanded by my lord Dunbarton, by a 
captain who was then gone thither for recruits ; in 
which regiment he died a lieutenant fome years 
after. 

The lady, at partings made me a prefent of a 
good horfe, with ten dollars, to bear my charges on 
the way ; and moreover hired a tenant's horfe to 
carry the centry to the Borders. I durft not be 
feen to pafs through Galloway, and therefore w^ent 
by Carlifle to Whitehaven. Here I found an ac- 
quaintance, who was minifter of the town, of the 
name of Marr; a gentleman of great worth and 
learning. Before the Revolution, he had been mi- 
nifter of a parifh in Scotland, near the Borders : 
but about the time of that event, the rabble, as he 
told me the ftory, came to his houfe, in the night, 
to rob and murder him ; having treated others of 
his brethren, the epifcopal clergy, before in that 
inhuman manner. He was a fmgle man, and had 
but one man-fervant, whofe bufmefs was to drefs 
his meat, and make his bed ; and while the vil- 
lains were breaking into the houfe, he had juft 
time to put on hi^ breeches, (lockings, and ihoes, 
and no more j for by that time they were got in ; 
when he thought it better to leap out at the win- 
dow, but half-cloathed as he was, than to expofe 
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his life to the fury of fuch, whofe very mercies 
might be cruel. Thus he faved his life, and made 
his efcape to the Englifh fide, with only four dol- 
lars in his pocket ; leaving his goods, houfe, and 
parifti, as plunder, to thofe faints; who, doubt- 
lefs, looked on fuch as he was, as no other than 
a ufurper of what, of right, pertained to them ; 
purfuant to the maxim, ^ That dominion is founded 
•' m grace. 

And here I beg leave to relate the treatnierit 
which another epifcopal clfergyman received fromi 
that tribe, about the fame time : his name was 
Kirkwood, whom I likewifc knew, before the Re- 
volution, minifter of a pari{h in Galloway, in 
Scotland, and afterwards redor. in the county of 
Fermanagh, in Ireland. Among other good qua- 
lities, this gentleman was a very facetious pcrfon ; 
and by his prefence of mind, in making ufe of this 
talent, he had the good fortune to fave both his life 
and goods, from the fury of thofe godly men, who 
then thought alf things their own. When they 
broke into the houfe, he was in bed ; and fitting upc 
in his fhirt, deflred leave to fpeak a few words 
before he died ; which (I cannot tell how it hap-^ 
pened) they granted, and he fpoke to this tffeGt ; 
•' That he had always prayed to God, he might: 
" die in his bed ; adding that he had in his houfe 
** as good ale and brandy as was in all Scotland ; 
" and therefore hoped the worthy gentlemen would 
*' do him the honour to drink with him, before 
*' they did any thing rafhly.'' 

This 
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This facetious fpcech, which they little expeded 
from him in the article of fo much danger as then 
threatened him, had the luck to divert them from 
their bloody purpofe, and to make them comply 
with his requefl : fo that after drinking plentifully^ 
they faid he was a hearty cheel ; and left him id 
quiet poifefiion of his houfe and goods. But he 
durft not trufl: his talent to another trial, left the 
next company might not be influenced as this fiiA 
had been ; and therefore, as foo(D as it was day, 
made off, with his family and efie£ts^ in the beft 
manner he could ; and refted not until he was Me 
in Ireland. 

I could not. forbear relating thefe ftories, from 
the gentlemen^s own mouths, as I might do others 
of the fame kind^ upon my own knowledge ; al* 
though they are contradidory to what the preach'' 
ers of the new eftablifhed kirk have fo confidently 
given out. They would fain have the world believe/ 
that they fhewed great indulgence to the epifcopal 
clergy, at the Revolution, and for feveral years 
after. But they muft grant me and others leave not to 
believe them : nor ought they to be angry,- if I give 
the reader a farther idea of them^ and of the fpirit 
that reigned in the fynods, conventions, or gene- 
ral aflemblies, of their kirk. 

During my confinement in the tolbooth^ a ge- 
neral aflembly w^s called ;. to which tny lord Lo- 
thian, as I was informed afterwards, was fent com-' 
miflioner from king William^ His lordfhip's in-* 
fbruftions were, to fignify to them the king's defire, 

that 
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that as many of the epifcopal clergy as would take 
the oath of allegiance to him might keep poflefiioil 
of their feveral pariflies. To this the members 
anfwered in a difdsdnful manner, " What! fhall 
** we fuffer any fcabbed fheep among us ? Na, na, 
*^ nat ane ;'* and thereupon fcnt two of their bre- 
thren to king William, who was then in Flanders, 
to move him for more favours to the kirk, and 
power farther to opprefs the epifcopal clergy. But 
that prince told. them, in plain terms, that he had 
been impofed upon, in granting to the kirk the fa- 
vours fhe had already got ; and wlthall commanded 
them to let the general aflembly know, thatltveat 
his will and pleafure, that they fhould live peace* 
ably with thofe who were willing to live fo with 
them ; otherwife he would make them know, that 
he was their mailer. 

With this unwelcome anfwer from king William, 
the two fpiritual envoys returned to thofe who fent 
them ; and at the fame time, or foon after, the 
prince difpatched an order to the commiflioner to 
diffolve the aiTembly, if he found them perfifting 
in their feverity towards the epifcopal clergy. 

As foon as the legates delivered the meflage, all 
in the aflembly began to fpeak out with the greateft 
boldnefs imaginable ; faying, ^^ That the king durft 
*^ not have fent them fuch ah anfwer, if he had 
" not an army at his back.'* Whereupon the com- 
miiTioner diffolved the fynod ; and, in the king^s 
name, commjinded all the membex:s to depart, to 
iheir feveral homes. 

But 
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But, inftead of obeying that order, they all went 
in a body, with that poor weak creature the lord 
Crawford at their head, to the markct-crofs ; and 
there publiflied a proteftation, declaring, that the 
king had no authority in church* affairs, nor any 
right to diffblve their general aflembly* 

I rdate this ftory as it was told rae, not cmly to 
give the reader an idea of the ipirit that reigned in 
thM kirk, eftablifhed now in Scotland, as I have 
iSud, but likewife to do juftice to the memory of 
king William, which may be the more acceptable^ 
as coming from one who^v^ iii a contrary intereft. 
And, indeed, I have Co good an opinion of that 
prince,; as to believe he would have ^Gttd much 
better tfian he did, with regard to the civil and ec- 
defiafticar conftitution in Scotland, if he had been 
permitted to govern by his own opinions. 

Butnow ta come to the conclufion of my ftory. 
The * HoIIantide after I arrived in Ireland, my wife 
and two daughters followed me ; and we fettled in 
the county of Tyrone, with my father (who died 
two year's afterward?) on a fmall freehold ; where 
I madfe a hard Ihift ' to maintain them, with in- 
duftry and even manuki labour, for about twelve 
years, till my wife died, and my daughters were 
married, which happened not very long after I be- 
came a widower. 

I am at'prefent in the eighty-third year of my 
age ; ftill hated by thofe people who affirm the old 
covenanters to have been unjuftly dealt with ; and 

• The fcail of all faints. 

therefore 
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ttierefore believe a great number of improbable 
ftories concerning me ; as that I was a commoa 
murderer of them and their preachers, with many- 
Other falfe and improbable ftories. But the reader^ 
I hopCj from whom I have not concealed any one 
tranfadion or adventure that happened to me among 
thofe rebellious people, or mifreprefented the leaft 
circumftance, as far as my memory could ferve me ; 
will judge whether he has reafon to believe me to 
have been fuch a perfon as they reprefented me j 
and to hate me, as they do, upon that account. 
And my comfort is, that I can appeal from their 
unjuft tribunal, to the mercy of God ; before 
whom, by the courfe of nature, I muft foon ap- 
pear ; who knows the integrity of my heart and 
that my adioris (condemned by them) were, as far 
as my undcrftanding could dire£l me, meant for the 
good of the church, and the fervice of my king and 
country. 

And although fuch people hate me becaufe they 
give credit to the falfe reports raifed concerning 
me ; another comfort left me in my old age is, that 
I have conftantly preferved (and ftill do fo) the love 
and efteem of all honeft and good men, to whom I 
have had the happinefs at any time to be known^ 

JOHN CREICHTON. 
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